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P RE FA C E. 

X H E debates of the Irifti Senate, antecedent ta 
the feflion which commenced in 178 1, have been 
almoft totally negleded ; but at that a^ra when, by 
the glorious efforts of her patriot fons, Ireland had 
afliimed her rank amongft the nations, the exalted 
talents and great abilities which that event had call- 
ed into adlion, became the admiration of the world, 
and mankind was anxious to learn the progreflive 
fteps which led to our. emancipation — To gratify 
general curiofity, we then ventured to publifli our 
firft volume of Parliamentary Debates ; and though 
We are confcious that feiut-utmoft efforts have been 
too feeble to do juftice^^to - thofe excellent men, 
;rt^ho are at once the guardians and ornament of 
their country, yet a generous public has overlook- 
ed our deficiencies, and the rapid fale of two edi- 
tions of that work have marked their approbation 
of our labour. Emboldened by fuch encourage- 
ment, we have extended our plan, and we pre- 
fume to fay that the two volumes containing the 
debates of the feflTion of 1783-4, which we now 
offer to the public, will be found of as much im- 
portance as thofe of 1781-2. 

Dublin, 

ifi No*venAer, 1784. 
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THE 



NAMES 

O F ' T H E 

Knights, Citizens and Burgeiles, 

Returned to fervc in Parliament, to meet on the 
14th Day of Onober, in the twenty- third Year 
of the Reign of hisMajefty George the Third, 
in Purfuanceof his Majefty's Writs of EleAion, 
bearing Date the 26th of July, 1783. 



H< 



Antrim County. 



Ion. Hercules Rowley. 
Right Hon. John O'Neill. 

Borough of Antrim. 
Hon. William John Skeffington. 
Hon. Chichefter SkefBngton. 

Borough of BelfaJ}, 
Hon. Henry Slceffington. 
Alexander Crookihank, Efq; 
Hon. JofephHewitt, in the Room 
of Alexander Crookihank, Efq; 
now one of the Juftices of the 
Court of Common Pleas. 

Borough of Lijburne. 
Wijliana Sharman, Efq; / 

William Todd Jones, fifq; 

Borough of Randalftonvn, 
Right Hon. John O'Neill. 



Right Hon. Richard Jackfon, 
Michael Smith, Efq; in the 
Room of the Right Hon. Rich- 
ard Jkc fon, who made his 
Eledionto ferve for Coleraine. 
John Dunn, lifq; in the Room 
of the Right Honourable John 
O'Neill, who madehi« Elec- 
tion to ferve for the County of 
Antrim. 

Armagh County. 

Right Hon. William BrownloMT* 
William Richardfon, Efqj 

Borough of Armagh, 
Henry Meredyth, Efqj 
George Rawfon, Efq; 

Borough of Charlemont, 
Sir Annelley Stewart, Bt. 
Right Hon. Henry Grattan. 

z 
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Carhickpergus County 
and Town. 

Right Hon. Barry Yelverton. 

Conway Richard Dobbs, Efq; 

Waddell Cunningham, ti'q;; in 
the Room of the Right Hon. 
Barry Yelverton, now Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer. 

Catherlogh County. 

William Burton, Efq> 
Sir Richard Butfer, JBart. 

Borough of Catherlogh, 
Sir John Browne, Bart. 
Charles Dcfvoeux, Efq; 

Bcrough of Old Leighlin. 
Hon* Henry Lawes Luttrell. 
Hon, Arthur Achefon. 

Cavan County. 

George Montgomery, Efq; 
Charles Stewart, Efq; 

Borough of Belturbet. 
Sir Skeffington Smyth, Bart. 
David Latouche, jun. Efq^ 

Borough of Cci'aft. 
Thomas Neibitt, Efq; 
Right Hon. Henry Theophilus 
Clements. 

Clare County. 

Sir Hugh Dillon MalTey, Bart. 
Edward Fitzgerald, Efq; 

Borough of Ennu, 
Stewart Weldon, Efq; 
John Thomas Fofter, Efq^; 

C!oRK County. 

James Bernard, Efq; 

Right Hon. Robert King, com- 
monly called Lord- Kinglbo- 
rough. , 



Borough of Baltimore, 
Hon. Arthur Gore, commonly 

called Lord Sudley. 
Richard Longfield, Efq; 

Bcrough of Bandon^Bridge, 
Francis Bernard, Efqj 
Lodge Morres, Efq; 

Borough of Cajllemartyr, 
John Bennett, Efqi 
Brodrick Chinnery, Efq; 

Borough of Charleuille, 
Rogerfon Cotter, Efq; 
John Bennett, Efq; 
Richard St. George, Efq; in the 

Room of John Bennett, Efq; 

who made his Election toferve 

for Caftlemartyr. 

Borough of Ckghniketty. 
Thomas Adderley, Efq; 
Attiwell Wood, Efq; 
Charles O'Neill, Efq; in the 

Room of Attiwell Wodd, Efq; 

deceafed. 

City of Cork. 
Right Honourable John HeJy 

Hutchfnfon.^ 
Richard Longfield, Efq; 
Auguftus Warren, ER]; in the 
Room of Richard Longfield, 
Elq; declared not duly eleftr 
ed. 

Borough of Doneraile, 
Hon* Hayes Sentleger. 
James Chatterton, £fq> 

Toufft ofKinfale^ 
James Kearney^ Efq; 
Cromwell Price, Efqj 

Town of Mallow, 
Denham Jephfon, Efq; 
Sir James Laurence Cotter^. 
Bart, 
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. Borcu^b of Middleton* 

Thomas Pigott, Efq; 
Arthur Dawion, Efq> 

Borough of Rathcormuck. 

Sackville Hamilton^ £fq} 
Charles Francis Sheridan, Efq; 
Right Hon. Thomas Ofde, in 
the Room of* Sackville Hamil- 
ton, Efq; who made his Elec • 
tion to ferve for the City of 
Clogher. 

Tcivn of ToughaL 
Robert Uniacke, Efq; 
James Uniacke, Efq; 

Donegal County. 

Alexander Montgomery, Efq; 
Henry Vaugh. Brooke, Efq; 

Borough of Ballyjhannott. 
William Ogilvie, Efq; 
Sir Michael Cromie, Bart. 

Borough of Donegal/, 
Honourable Arthur Gore, com- 
monly called Lord Vifcount 
Sudley. 

Henry Hatton, Efq; 
Sir John Freke, Bart, in the 
Room of Lord Vifcount Sud- 
ley, who made his Election 
to ferve for Baltimore. 

Borough of K illy b eggs. 
Right Hon. Wil. Conyngham. 
James Fitzgerald, Efq; of Dub- 
lin. 

William Colville, Efq; in the 
Room of James p'itzgerald, 
E^q; who made his Election 
to ferve for Tulfk. 

Borough of Lifford, 
Hon. Abraham Creighton, 
Sir Nicholas Lawlels, Bart. 



Borough of St, John/ltnv, 

Hon. Robert Howard. 
Hon. William Forward. 

Down County. 

Right Hon. Arthur Hill, com- 
monly called Lord Vilcount 
Kiiwarlin. 

Hon. Edward Ward. 

Borough of Bangor. 

Hon. Edward Ward. 

Edward Hunt, Efq; 

l<ichard Magenis, Efq; in the 
Room of the Hon. Edward 
Ward, who made his Elec- 
tion to ferve for the County of 
Down. 

Borough of ponvnpatrick^ 
Hon. Hercules Rowley, 
Clotworthy Rowley, Efq; 
'Andrew Caldwell, Efq; in the 
Room of the Hon. Hercules 
Rowley, who made his Elec- 
tion to ferve for the County of 
Antrim. 

Borough of Hill/borough, 
William Montgomery, Efqi 
James Bailie, Efq; 

Borough of Killyleagh, 
Sir John Blackwood, Bart. 
Robert Blackwood, Efq; 

Borough of Newry. 
Robert Rofs, Efq; 
Ifaac Corry, the Younger, Efq; 

Borough of Ne<ivtovjn. 
William Brabazon Ponfonby, 

Efq; 
Lodge Morres, Efq; 
Right Hon. John Fonfonby, m 

the Room of Lodge Morres, 

Efq; who made his Eledtioji 

to lerve for Bandon. 
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George Lowther, Efq; in the 
Room of William Brabazon 
Ponfonby, Efq; who made 
his Election to fcrve for the 
County of Kilkenny. 

Drogheda County and 
Town. , 

Henry Meade Ogle, Efq; 
John Forbes, Efq; 

Dublin. County. 

Right Hon. Luke Gardiner. 
Sir Edward Newenham, Kt. 

42ity of Dublin. 

Sir Samuel Bradftreet, Bart. 

Travers Hartley, Efq; 

*Nathahiel Warren, Efq; in the 
Room of Sir Samuel Bradftreet, 
now one of the Jullices of the 
Court of King's Bench. 

Utti'verfity of Dublin. 
. Laureace Parlbns, Efq; 
Arthur Browne, Efq; 

Borough of Ne^JJCajUe. 
Da\id Latouche, jun. Efq; 
John Latohche, Efq; 

Bjroug^ of Swords. 
Charles Cobbe, Efq; 
John Hatch, Efq; 

Fermanagh County. 

Colonel Mervyn Archdall. 
Hon. Arthur Cole Hamilton. 

Borough of Ennijkillen. 
Right Hon. Sir John Blaquiere, 
K.B. 

John Mc.Clintock, Efq; 

Galway County^ 
Ricjht Hon. Denis Daly. 



William Power Keating Trench, 
Efq; 

Tovjn of Athenry. 
John Blakeney, Efq; 
Theophilus Blakeney, Efq^ 

7o*Ly« of Gahvay. 

Right Hon. Denis Daly. 

Denis Bowes Daly, Efq; 

Anthony Daly, Efq; in the 
Room of the R^ght Hon. Denis 
Daly, who made his Eleftion 
to fervefor the County of Gal- 
way. 

Borough of Tuam. 

Right Hon. James Cuffe. 

David Latouche, Jun. Efq; 

Robert Day, Efq; in the Room 
of David Latouche, lifq; who 
made his Ele^on to ferve for 
Belturbet. 

Sir Lucius O'Brien, Bart, in 
the Room of the Kight Hon. 
James CulFe, who made his 
Election to ferve for the Coun- 
ty of Mayo. 

Kerry County. 

Sir Barry Denny, Bart. 
Richard Townfend Herbert, 

Efq; 

Borough of Ardfert. 
Right Hon. John Scott. 
Sir Frederick Flood, Bart. 
John Tydd, tfq; in the Room 

of the Right Hon. John Scott,. 

who mad« his Eledion to ferve 

for Portarlington. 

Borough of Dingle^ Icouch. 

Hon. Hayes Sentleger. 
Richard Boyle Townfend, Efq; 
John Townfend, Efq; in the 
RoomoftheHoji. Hayes Sent- 
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leger, who made his Eleflion to 
ferve for Doneraile. 

Borough of Tralee, 
.William Godfrey, Efq; 
James Carigue Ponlbnby, Efq; 

KiLDARE County. 

Right Hon. Lord Charles Fitz- 
gerald. 
John Wolfe, Efq; 

Borough of A thy. 
Right Hon. Lord Edward Fitz- 
gerald. 
Thomas Burgh, Efq; 

Borough of Harrificnvn, 
Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer, Bart. 
Thomas Burgh, of Old Town, 
Efq; 

Borough ofKildare. 
Right Hon.. Lord Henry Fitz- 
gerald. 
Simon Digby, Efq; 

Borough of Naas. 
Hon. John Bourke. 
Hugh Carleton, Efq; 

- KilkennyCounty. 

William Brabazon Ponfonby, 

Efq; 
Hon. Henry Welbore Agar. 

Borough of Callen, 
George Agar, Efq; 
John Bourke O'Flaherty, Efq; 

Borough of St. Cam'ce, alias 
Irijbto'ivn, 
Hon. Richard Annefley. 
John Monck Mafon, Efq; 

Borough of Inniftiage. 
George Ponfonby, Efq; 
John Ulher, Efq; 



Borough of Gowran. 

Hon. Henry Welbore Agar. 

George Dunbar, Efq; 

George Burdet, Efq; in the 
Room of the Hon. Henry Wel- 
bore Agar, who made his Elec- 
tion to ferve for the County of 
Kilkenny. 

City of Kilkenny* 
Hon. William CufFe. 
John Butler, Efq; 

Borough of Knoaopher. 
Sir Hercules Langrifhe, Bart. 
Robert Langriflie, Efq; 

Borough of ^homqfiffwn, 
George Roth, EYq; 
Patrick Welch, Efq; 

King's County. 

Sir William Parfons, Bart. 
John Lloyd, Efq; 

BTTOugh of Banaghet\ 
Peter Holmes, Efq; 
Richard Malone, Efq; 

Borough of Philip ft(mn, 
John Toler, Efq; ^ 
Henry Cope, Efq; 

Lbitrim County. 

Peter Latouche, Efq; 

Right Hon. Henry Theophilus 
Clements. 

John Gore, Efq; in the Room 
of the Right Hon. Henry Tjie- 
ophilus Clements, who was 
declared not diily elected. 

Borough of Carrick'On-ShannOH, ^ 
Right Hon. Thomas Pelham. 
George Sandford, Efq; 
Edward King, E{c^i in the 
Room of George Sandford, 
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Efq; who made his Eleaion 
ta Terve for the Borough of 
Rofcomraon. 

Borough of Jameflcrwn, 

Sir Francis Hutchinfon, Bart. 
Henry Brewin, Efq; 

Limerick County. 

Hon. Hugh Mafley. 

Sir. Henry Hartftonge, Bart. 

Bofough of Ajkeyton, 
Jofeph Hoare, Efq; 
Richard Griffith, the Younger, 
EfqV 

BorOHrrh ef Kilmallock, 
Rt. Hon. JohnFitzgi'obon, Efq; 
John Armftrong, Efq; 

City of Limerick, 
Right Honourable Edmund Sex- 
ten Pery, Speaker of the Hon. 
Houfe of Commons. 
Thomas Smyth, Efq; 

Londonderry County. 

l^ight Hon. Thomas ConoUy. 
Right Hon. Edward Cary. 

Borough of Coleraine. 

Right Hon. Richard Jackfon. 

Right Hon. John Beresford. 

Arthur Wolfe, Efq; in the 
Room of the Right Hon. Jchn 
Beresfcrd, who made his Elec- 
tion to ferve for the County of 
Waterford^ 

City of Londonderry. 

Sir Hugh Hill, Bart. 

James Alexander, Efq; 

Borough of Nr-jJtcivH Limavady. 

John Staples, Efq; 
John Rkhardfon, Efq; 



Longford County. 
Laurence Harman Harman^ Efq; 
Henry Gore, Efq; 

Boroufrh of Granard, 
Robert Jephfon, Efq; 
George William Molyneux, 

Efq; 

Borough of Lanefborough, 
David Latouche, the Younger, 

Efq; 
Robert Dillon, Efq; 
Cornelius Bolton, Efq; in the 

Room of David Latouche, Efq; 

who made his Eledion to fervc 

for Belturbet. 

■ Borough of Longford* 
Hon. Thomas Packenham. 
Hon. Hercules Rowley. 
Henry Stewart, Efq; in the 
Room of the Hon. HercUles 
Rowley, who made his Elec- 
tion to ferve for the County of 
Antrim. 
Borough of St, 'Johnfl(nun. 
Sir Thomas Fetherftone, Bart* 
.Nicholas Colthurft, Efq; 

Louth County. 

Right Hon, John Fofter. 
Thomas James Fortefcue, Efq; 

Borough of Ardee. 
fohn Ruxton, Efq; 
Charles Ruxton, Efq-, 

Borough of Carlingford, 
Right Hon. Sir John Blaquiere, 

K.B. 
Thomas Coghlan, Efq; 

Borough of Dundalk, 
Right Hon. Robert Jocelyn, 

commonly called Lord Vifc, 

Jocelyn. 
Flon. George Jpcclyn. 
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Borough of Dunleer, 
JohirWiUiamFofter, Efq; 
Henrj Coddington, £fq; ^ 

Mayo County. 

Right Hon. James CufFc 

Hon. Dennis Browne. 
Borough of Cafllebar. 

Hon. James Browne. 

Richard Longfield, Efq; 

Thomas Warren, Efqj in the 
Room of Richard Longfield, 
Efqj who made his Eltftion to 
ferve for Baltimore, 

Meath County. 
Right Hon. Hercules Langford 

Rowley. 
Gorges Lowther, Efq; 

Borough of Athbo^. 
Hugh Howard, Efq; 
Thomas Bligh, Efq; 

Borough of Duleek. 
Andrew Ram, Efq; 
Abel Ram, Efq; 

Borough pf KeJls. 
Hon. Thomas Taylor, com- 
monly called Lord Headfort. 
Hon. Hercules Langford Tay- 
lor. - ' 
Barough of Na^van. 
John Prefton, of Ballinter, Efq; 
Jofeph Prefton, Efq; 

Borot'gh of Ratooth. 
John Forbes, Efq; 
x'eter Metge, Efq; 
Arthur Forbes, Efq; in the 
Room of John Forbes, Efq; 
who made his Eledlion to 
ferve for Droghcda. 
John Metge, Efq; in the Room 
of Peter Metge, Efq; now one 



of the Barons of the Exche- 
quer. 

Borough of Trim. 

Right Hon. John Pomeroy. 

Hon. William Weflcy Pole. 

MoNAGHAN County. 

Charles Powell Ledie, Efq; 
John Montgomery, Efq; 

Bcrough of Monarch w* 

Right Hon. Lieut. Gen. Robert 

Cuninghamc. 
Thomas James Forteljcue, Efq; 
Ri^jrht Honourable Thcophilus 
Jones, in the Room of Tho- 
mas James Fortefcue, Efq> 
I who made his Eleftion to ferve 
for the County of Lowth. 

Queen's County. 

Sir John Parnell, Bart. 
John Warburton, Efq; 

Borough of BaUynakilL 
Sir Annefley Stewart, Bart. 
Sir William Montgomery, Bart. 
John Moore, the Younger, Efq; 
in the Room of Sip Annefley 
Stewart, who made his Elec- 
tion to ferve for Charlembnt. 

Borough of Maryborough* 

Sir John Parnell, Bart. 

Charles Henry Coote, Efq;^ 

Right Hon. Sir Arthur Brooke, 
Bdft. in the Room of Sir John 
Parnell, who made his Elec^ 
tion to ferve for the Qaeen's 
County. 

Borough of Portarlington. 

Right Hod. John Scott. 

Thomas Kelly, Elq; 

Sir Boyle Rioche, Bart, in the 
Room of Thomas Kelly, Elq; 
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now one of the Juflices of the 
Court of Common Pleas. 

Roscommon County. 

Arthur French, Efq; 

Sir Edward Crofton, Bart* 

Borough of Boyle, 
Right Hon. Henry King. 
Peter Metgc, Efq; 
Robert Bpyd, Efq; in the Room 
of Pet. Metge, Etq; who made 
his Election to ferve for Ra- 
toath. 

Borough of Rofcommnt, 
Sir Comwallis Maude, B^rt. 
George Sandford, Efq; Captain 
1 8th Dragoons. 

Borough of TrJJki 
William Cifulfield, Efq; 
James Fitzgerald, Efq; 

Sligo County, 

Charles O'Hara, Efq; 

Owen Wynne, the Younger, 
Efq; 

Birou^h of Sligo, 

Right Hon. Owen Wynne. 

Right Hon. John Fofter. 

Thomas Dawfon, Efq; in the 
Room of the Right Hon. John 
Fofl;er, who made his Election 
to ferve for the County of 
Lowth. 

TiPPER-ARY County. 

Henry Prittie, Efq; 
Daniel Tolcr, Efq; 

Cit^ of Cajbell, 
Richard Pennefathcr, jun. Efq; 
William Pennefather, Efq; 

Borough of ClonmelL 
Hon. William Moore. 
Stephen Moore^ Efq; 



Borough of Feibaref,*^ 
Cornelius O'Callagh'an, E% ; 
Thomas Barton, E(q; 

Tyrone County. 

James Stewarf, Efq; * • ' ' 
Nathaniel' Montgomery, Efq;' 

Borough of Augher, 

William Richardfon, Efq; 
Henry Vaughan Brool^e, Efq; 

Borough or City of Clobber , " 
Thomas St. George, Efq; 
Sackville Hamilton, Efq; 

Borough ofDungannon, 

Right Hon. Edmund Sexteii 
Pery. 

Hon. Thomas Knox. 

Lorenzo Moore, Efq; in the 
Room of the Right Hon. Ed- 
mund Sexten Pery, who made 
his Eledion to ferve for the 
City of Limerick. \ 

Borough of Strabane^ 
Henry Pomeroy, Efq; 
Sir John Stuart Hamilton, Bart. 

Waterford County. 

Right Hon. John Beresford. 
Sir James May, Bart. 

Borsugh of DuHgartvan^ 
Marcus Beresford, Efq; 
Godfrey Greene, Efq; 

Borough of Lifmore, 
Right Hon. Sir Hen. Cavendiih, 

Bart. 
Sir Richard Mufgrave, Bart. 

Borough of Tallagh, 

Colonel Hugh Cane. 
John Hobfon, Efq; 
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City of fV^^rf^dn : 

Hemy ^Icock^ Efqj . ; • 
Robert^Shaplaad Carew, ECqj 

Westmeath County.*; 

Hon. Robert Rochfort. \ 
Richard Malone^ jfeiqj » : , 
William Smjth, Ef<j; In .th€ 
• Room .of .Richard; Malone, 
Efq; declared not duly ele£t- 

'cd. ■ - _ . ..;., 

Borcugh of 'Athlone, 
Sir Richard St. George, Bart. 
William Handcock, Efq; 

Borough of Fore, 
Hon. George Frederick Nugent, 
commonly called Lord Delvin. 
Gervais Parker Buflie, Efq; 

Borough of Kilbeggan» 
Henry Flood, Efq; 
John Philpot Curran, Efq; 

Manor of Mullingar. 
Francis Hardy, Eiq;" 
John Doyle, Elq; Major 103d 
Foot. 

Wexford County. 

Right Hon. George Ogle. 
Sir Vefey Colclough, Bart. 

Borough of Bannow, 

Henry Loftus, Efq; 
Captain Nicholas Loftus Tot- 
tenham. 

Borough of Clomines, 
Charles Tottenham, Efq; of 

New Rofs, 
Captain Thomas Loftus, of ift 

Horfe. 

Borough of Ennifcorthy. 
William Alexander Englifh, 
Efq; 



Mountifort Longfield, Efq; 
Mountifort Longfield, Efq; and 
. Conway Heatly, Efq; in the 
Room', of William Alexander 
Englifh, Efq; and Mountifort 
Long6eld, Efq; their Election 
being declared void. 
Borough of Fethardl 
Ri^t Hon. Charles Tottenham 
- Loftur. 

Fonfonby Tottenham, Efq; 
■Epliraimf Carrol, Efq^ in^the 
Room of the Right Hon. Char- 
les Tottenham Loftus, who 
made jiis Ele^ion .to ferye 
for the Town of Wexford. 
Birough of Neivborough, alias 
Gorey, 
Stephen Ram, Efq; 
Major Richard Vowell, of thfli 
66th Regiment. 

Tcnvn of Nezv^Rcfs, 
Charles Tottenham, of Bally- 
curry, Efq; 
Robert Leigh, Efq; 

Borough of Taghmott. 
Dudley Huffey, Efq; 
Hon. Richard Hely Hutchinfon. 

Town of Wexford. 
Richard Nevill, Efq; 
Right Hon. Charles Tottenham 
Loftus. 

WicKLow County. 
Nicholas Weftby, Efq; 
Hon. John Stratford. 

Borough of Baltinglas, 

Hon. John Stratford. 

Warden Flood, Efq; 

James Somerville, Efq; m the 
Room of the Hon. John Strat- 
ford, who made his Eleftion 
to ferve for the County of 
Wicklow. 
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Sir John Allen Johnfton, Bart, 
in the Room of James Somer- 
ville, Efq; declared not duly 
eleaed. 

Borough of BleffingtOH. 

William Montgomery, Efq> 

John Reilly, E('q> 

Sir Richard Johnfton, Bart, in 
the Room af William Mont- 
gomery, Efq; who made his 
Election to fetve for. Hilllbo- 
rough. 

Borough of CarysforU 
Right Hon. Sir Wm. 0(bome,Bt. 



Sir Thomas Olbome, Bart. 
John Proby Ofborne, Efq; m 

the Room of the Right Hon. 

Sir William Ofborne, deceaf- 

ed.. . 

Borough of fVickhAff. 

John Lloyd, Efq; 

Edward Tighe, Efq; 

Samuel Hayes, Efq; in the 
Room of John Lloyd, Efq; 
who made his Eledion to 
fer?e for the King's Coun- 
ty- 
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PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES 
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HOUSE of COMMONS 

OF 

I R EL A N D, 

The First Session of the Fourth Parliament 
in the Reign of his prefent Majefty. 

Tuesday, October 14, lySj, 

[ X HIS day, being the firft day of the meeting of the prefent 

I parliament, purfuant to prdclamation, and alfo to the writs that 
• had iflued for that purpole, the greater part of the members being - 
met. in tfccir Houfe, and Thomas Ellis, Efqj Clerk of the Houfe, 
attending according to his duty, • 

A meflage was delivered by Sir WillougbbTf Afien, Gentleman 
Uiherofthe Black Rod: 

** Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

'' It is his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant^s pleafure, that you 
attend him immediately in the Houle of Peers.'' 

Accordingly the members went up to attend his Excellency in 
the Houfe of Peers, where the Lord Chancellor, by hisEzc^lleiH 
cy's dirediQns, faid 

B 
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*' Gentlemen of the Hoiife of Cammonsy ' ' 

'* It is his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's pleafure, that you 
' ** repair to your own Houfe, and there chufe a fit perfon to be 
** your Speaker, and having' fo done, that you prefent him here 
** forthwith to his Excellency for his approbation." 

And the members being returned, the Clerk called over the names 
of the members from a lift delivered to him by the Clerk of the 
Crown and Hanaper. 

The Right Honourable Thomas Pelhaniy (Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant) arofe, and pronounced a very handfome pa- 
negyric on the virtuouB condu^i:, on the legal knowUdge, on 
the ferenity of temper, the firmnefs, the judgment, and incorrup- ' 
tible integrity of their late Speaker, fo particularly exemplified 
during the laft two feflions, and recommended to their choice a 
re-eledion of the man who filled their Chair with fo much dig- 
nity. ..." 

The queftibn being then put, the Right Honourable Edmund 
Sexton Pery was unanimoufly voted in the Chair as their Speaker. , 
After which they returned to the Houfe of Peers, and their Speak- 
er being approved, they returned, and the members being called 
over, were feverally fwornin. 

Lord Charles Fitzgerald bore the moft honourable teftimony of 
the imprefTion he received of their Speaker's excellent qualities, 
whole whole condudt, he faid, was his beft panegyric. 

The Speaker then took the Chair, and having returned his warm- 
eft thanks, faid he hoped for the fame degree of unanimity in the 
Houfe which he had hitherto experienced. 

Mr. Speaker reported tha^ the Houfe had attended his Excel- 
lency in the Houfe of Peers, where his Excellency was pleafed to 
make a fpeechtO/bothHoufes of Parliament; of which, Mr. ^^^Vfl/^* 
er faid (to prevent miftakes) he had obtained a copy, which he 
read to the Houfe, and the fame was afterwards read by th« • 
Clerk at the table, and is as follows : 

*' My Lords and Gentlemen, • 

** It is widi more than ordinary fatisfadtion that, in obedience to 
his Majefty's commands, I meet you in the full poffeflion and en- 
joyment of thofe cohftitutional and conunercial advantages which 
have been fo firmly eftabliflied in -your laft parliament. The fa- 
cred regard, on the part of Great-Britain, to the adjuftment made 
with Ireland at that period, has been abundantly teftified by the 
moft unequivocal proofs of fmcerity and good faith. 

•* It will ever be my wilh, as it is my duty, to promote the mu- 
tual confidence of both kingdoms, and the uniting them in fenti«» 
ments as they are in intereft, fuch an union mujil produce th^ 
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moft folic! advantages to both, and will add vigor and ftrength to 
the empire* 

** I fincerely congratulate you on the happy completion of his 
Majefty's anxious endeavours to reftore the bleilings of peace to 
his faithful people. The eftabli!>ment of the public tranquillity 
is peculiarly favourable at this period, and will naturally give fpi- 
nt and effect to your commercial purfuits. Both kindoms are now- 
enabled to deliberate with unjivided attention on the fureft means 
ofincreafing their profperity, and reaping the certain fruits of reci- 
procal affeSion. 

" I have the higheftfatisfadlion in acquainting you of theincreafe 
of his Majefty's domeftic happinefs, by the birth of another prin- 
cefs. 

*' Gentlemen tftbe Houfe of Commons^ 

" I have ordered the proper officers to lay the national accounts 
before you. From them you will, be enabled to judge of the cir- 
cumftances of the kingdom; and I rely upon your wifdomand' 
loyalty to make fuch proviJion as (hall be fitting for the honoura«» 
ble fupport of his Majefty's government. 

** My Lords and Gentlemen f 

" The miferies of an approaching famine have been averted by 
the ble.ffing of Divine Providence upon the meafures which the 
Privy Council advifed ; the good efFeds of which were foon vifi- 
Wc in the immediate redudion of the price of grain, and the in- 
flux of a valuable and neceflary fupply to the market. Any tem- 
porary infringement of the laws to efFeft fuch lalutary ends, will^ 
I doubt not, receive a parliamentary fan£tion. 

** Among the many important objedte which demand your atten- 
tion, I recommend to your confideration laws for regulating the 
judicature of the Court of Admiralty, and for making a new efta- 
bliOiment of the Poft Office. 

** The Linen Manufacture being the ftaple of your country, it is 
needlefs for me to recommend perfeverance in the improvement of 
that moft important article. 

** The fifhery on your coafts will claim your attention as a pro- 
midng fource of wealth to this kingdom, and the encouragements 
granted to it will, no doubt, be regulated by you in the manner 
moft likely to produce the beft efFe^, and leaft fubjed to fraud 
and impoiition. 

** The Proteftant Charter Schools, an inftitution founded in 
wifdom and humanity, are alfo moft eminently intitled to you( 
care. 

** I recommend likewife to your attention the propofals adopted 
by government for providing an afylum for the diftrefled Gene'* 

Bz 
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vans. It well becomes the generofity of the people of Irefland to 
extend their protection to i>ngenious and induflrious men, who 
may prove a valuable acquifition to this country, which they have 
preferred to their own. But in forming this eftablifhment, you 
will doubtlefs confider it as a part of your duty to avoid unnecef- 
fary expence, and ultimately to.fecure the utmoft a4 vantages to 
your country. 

** I anticipate the greatefl: national benefits from the wifdom and 
tamper of parliament, when I confider that the general eledlion 
has afforded you an opportunity ofobfervingthe internal circum- 
ftances of the country, and of judging by what regulations you 
may befl increafe its induflry, encourage its manufadtures, and 
extend its commerce. . 

**In the furtherance of objedsfovery deflcable to yourfelves, I 
affure you of every good di^ofition on my part j fenfible that in 
no manner I can better fulfil the wifhes and commands of our gra- 
cious fovtfcign, than by contributing to the welfare and happi- 
nefs of tea loyal fubjefls. With an honeft ambition of meriting 
yjour good' opinion, and with -the warmefl hope of obtaining it, 1 
have ventured upon my prefent arduous fituation, and withfenti- 
ments pure arid difinterefted towards you, I claim your advice and 
firmfly rely upon your fupport." 

Lord Sudley then rqfe, and moved an addrefs of thanks to his 
Majefty for the fpeech that day delivered from the throne. When 
he recoUeded that the ports of the kingdom were now open, and 
took a comparative view of our former fituation with that of the 
prefent day, he could not reflr^in his congratulations of looking up 
with gratitude to that fovereign whofe benign influence had tend- 
ed to accomplifh fe great a purpofe. He then read the addrefs. 

The humble Address of the Knights, Citizens and Bur- 
gesses, in Parliament affembled, {o the King* s moft excel- 
lent Majesty. * 

** Moft gracious Sovereign, 

" WE, yourMajefty's mofl dutiful and loyalfubjedts, the Com- 
mons of Ireland, in parliament affembled, beg leave to approach 
your Majefty with (entiments of the moft unfeigned attachment 
to your royal perfon and government, and to offer to yaur'Ma- 
jeily our grateful thanks for the appointment of a nobleman to the 
government of this kingdom, whofe juftice, integrity and abilities 
afford th^ beft-founded expectations of national happinefs and prof- 
pbrity under his adminiftration. 

" The fmcerity and good faith of Great-Britain, fo abundantly . 
teftified by the facred regard fhewn on her part to the adjuftnient 
of our cohflitution and commerce, demand our warmeft acknow- 
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ledgments ; while we enjoy the foil poflelTion of thofe coAftitution- 
al and commerciaf advantages which were fo firmly edabliihed in 
the laft parliament. 

** We fhall earneftly concur in any meafure that may confirm 
and ftrengthen the mutual confidence of both kingdoms, and their 
union in fentiments as well as in intereft. From thence the moft 
folid advantages muft arife to both kingdoms,' and vigour will be 
added to the urength of the empire. 

** Already do we feel the bleffmgs of peace; and we intreat your 
Majefty to accept our humble thanks for the happy completion of 
your anxious endeavours to reftore that ineftimable bleffing to your 
faithful people. * We hope now to reap the fruits of our extended 
commerce, and in our deliberations we fhdl look upon the increa- 
'fingprofperity of Great-Britain with that regard which muft be the 
efFeft of reciprocal affeflion. 

** As affedtionate fubjefts, deeply intefefted in the happinefs of 
our beloved fovereign, we learn with the higheft fatisfadlion the 
increafe of that happinefs in the birth of another princefs. 

** We will immediately infpect the national accounts and happy 
in your Majefty*s juft reliance upon our loyalty, we will make 
fuch provifion as fhall be fitting for the honourable fupport of 
your Majefty's government, confiftently with the abilities of the 
nation. 

*'We adore the mercy of divine providence in averting from this 
people the miferies of impending famine ; and we will chearfully 
concur in a parliamentary fanSion of thofe wife and falutary ^ 
meafures which government purfued by the advice of the Privy 
Council. 

** We fhall lofe no time in thenecefTary manner for regulating the 
judicature of the Court of Admiralty, and for making a new efta- 
blilhment of the Poft Office. V 

*' We fhall induftriouily perfevere in the improvement of pur Lin- 
en Manufadlure ; nor fhall we omit an attention to the Filhery, 
that promifing fource of induflry and weatth ; and we fhall endea- 
vour to regulate the encouragements granted to it, fo as to 
produce the beft effects, and to prevent frauds and impofition. 

** We fhall likewife extend our care to the Proteftant Charter- 
SqJiooJs. « 

^ " We fhall readily forward theliberal intentions of government to 
prqvide an afylum for the diftrefTed Genevans : ingenious mep 
have a claim to th^ protedtion of a generous nation ; but our own 
country is no lefs intitledto that care, which i^ is our duty to ex- 
ert, in avoiding unneceflary expence, and ^curing the ufihoft ad-' 
vantage from the fettlement of the emigrants. 

** We truft that the wifdom and temper of this parliament will be 
xnanifefted in all its proceedings ; and we fhall endeavour to pro- 
fit by every opportunity which circumftances have aflforded us of 
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obferving the internal ftate of the country, and judging what regu* 
lations may beft encourage and extend its induHry, manufaftures 
and commerce » 

•* Having conftantly experienced the beneficence of our gracious 
fovereign, in contributing to the welfare and happinefs of his 
faithful fubjefts, we lay at your Majefty's feet the tribute of grate-- 
ful hearts, earneftly befeechin^: the divine goodnefs long to conti- 
nue the bleffings oi your /lajefty's auipicio us reign over a happy, 
united and loyal people." 

Mr, Tottenham Loftus feconded the addrefs, accompanied with 
the ufual panegyric on the fovereign and his government, 

After the Speaker read the addrefs, (Mr. Corry of Newry,) after 
taking great pains to Ihew that what he was about topropofe, was 
not to be confidered as an oppofition motion, or in the lead degree 
tending to difturb that harmony and unanimity which the Houfe 
then happil} enjoyed, but rather to call to their recoUeftion a cir-r 
cumftance that had moft unaccountably been omitted, obferved, 
that though his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales had happily 
»and aufpicioufly arrived at his age of twenty-one years, no notice 
had been taken thereof, notwithffanding chat, as the ufual compli-» 
inent was paid to his Majefty by congratulating him on the birth 
of a princefs, he thought a proper opportunity oft'ered of paying 
not only a refpedt of the higheft quality to his Majefty, but one to 
the heir apparent of this kingdom, by congratulating his Majefty 
on his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales attaining the comple-? 
tion of his twenty- firft year, which happened on the twelfth of 
Auguft laft j-T-ihat an event fo important to the narion, upon 
ivhich the people's happinefs {o much depended, and which adde4 
fuch ftreng^h and fecuricy to the ftate, and lb much to his Majef^ 
ly's domeftic happinefs, ihould not b.e palfed over in filence, efpe- 
cially at this time, when the happy eff^dls of royal favour and at- 
tention extended to this country, demanded every return of grati- 
tude and afFedion ; and the circumftance^of the heir apparent;, atf 
taining his years of majority, muft lb nearly concern both the 
crown and the people, that it ought to be a fubjedl of mutual con- 
gratulation—therefore, that he would by way of amendment, 
niove thefe words : 

** And to congratulate with his Majefty, and to aflure him of 
*f the joy of this country, at his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
'^ vVales having happily and auipicioufly attained the age of 
*^ twenty-one years," 

After a Ihort paulc or filence in the Houfe, andfome little whiff 
pering of the Stcretar) , the Attorney-beneral (Mr. Tel et ton J rofe 
|jp and fdid the amendment propofed was without precedent; for 
no ii'rince of Wales had ever been complimented on fuch an occa^ 
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fion—that the addrefs was generally an echo of the fpeech, that no 
mention had been made therein of his Royal Highnefs the Prince 
of Wales, and to introduce it in the addrels would be highly im^ 
proper, for Bad it been neceflary, it would certainly have taken its 
rife at the framing of thefpeech j but if the Hon. Member thought 
proper to withdraw his prefent motion for an amendment to the 
apddrefs, and introduce in future a compliment of the kind to his 
Royal Highnefs, it Ihould meet his hearty concurrence. 

iAx.^Corry confeffed he would have been much better pleafed bad 
the circumftance been originally attended to in framing both the 
ipeech and the addrefs, or if any gentleman (applying to the 
Treafury Bench) would (hew a mode more refpedful to his Ma- 
jefty, in which it could be introduced, he was ready to comply. 

Mr. TehertoN, — As the Hon. Gentleman feems to defire the aid 
of this Bench, I muft take the liberty of faying, that if he will 
confider his amendment, he will find it totally inapplicable to the 
addrefs of this day. This nation, celebrated for loyalty, does not 
now want to (hew proofs of her attachment to our gracious fove- 
reign ; we all rejoice in the happinefs of the crown, and feel the 
higheft refpedl and love for the heir apparent ; But, having faid 
this, give me leave to add, that were we to agree to this motion, 
unprecedented on the journals of England or Ireland, it might be 
fuppofed that the Houle reproved his Majefty for not having di- 
rected the Viceroy in his fpeech to bofh Houfes to announce fuch 
a joyful event ; ah event, however, which Majefty never notifies 
but when he defires aid for the eftablifhment of the heir apparent ; 
but if the Hon. Gentleman will withdraw his amendment, and 
offer it to the Houfe as a fubftantive motion, there can be no 
doubt of its meeting general approbation. 

Mr, Corry faid, that at this time, when the nation, raifed to con- 
fequence and power under his Majeily's happy aufpices, feels her 
own dignity, it would be awifemeafure by every mark ofrefpedl, 
to attach the Royal Houfe ; and it would be wife to confirm this 
attachment ^'ven by a ne^v procedure. The prefent motion goes to 
convey a compliment to his Majefty, nor is it altogether a new pro- 
cedure ; there are many precedents of firailar condudt on the part 
of parliament. Upon the arrival of the late Prince of Wales in 
England, parliament congratulated his Majefty, as they did alfo on 
his marriage, though neither event was mentioned in the fpeech 
from the throne. Parliament condoled with his late Majefty on 
the death of the Prince of Wales, and with his prefent on that of 
the Princefs ; none of thcfe circumftances had been notified in the 
fpeech, nor were they of more importance than the Prince having 
paffed his minority ; I therefore think the prefent a fair parliamen- 
tary meafure, well warranted by precedent, and hope the King's 
Attorney-General will not be the perfon to ft^nd out againft it. 
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Mr# Fitzgibbon, — The mention of his Royal Highnefs the PrincC 
of Wales being at age would be improper in the higheft degree, a» 
it was not noticed in the fpeech, and that they were not poflefled 
by any means of the matter or aHured that his Highnefs had reach* 
cd at his one and twentieth year. 

Mr. Corry faid, that it was an sera of public notoriety, and be- 
fides that by referring to the fpeech in which the birth of his Royal 
Highnefs in 1762, was announced, and adding one and twenty 
years to that time, it would, without great ikill in arithmetic, be 
found that his Royal Highnefs was of age in 1783. 

To which Mr* Fitz^ibbon replied — The Hon. Gentleman's 
motion (hould then run thus : ** Your faithful Commons having 
ieaFched in their journals, do find, that by the fpeech from the 
throne, announcing the birth of his Royal Fiighnefs in 1 762, and 
having added twenty-one years to that time, do further find that 
his Royal Highnefs has in this year, 1783, attained his year of 
majority ;" we do, therefore, congratulate with your Majefty, 
&c. &c. &c. 

Mr. Corry remained firm as to the propriety of his motion, and 
obferved, that the echoing of the fpeech as an indifpenlkble form 
of parliament, was a doSrine that he would reprobate ; that if 
the Houfe had always confined itlelf in its addrefs to the ftridt let- 
ter of the fpeech, Ireland would not be in the happy fituatidn it 
at prefent enjoys ; for by breaking through that forrn^ the great 
man, whofe mertiory all good men reverence, and whofe death the 
nation deplores (the excellent Huffey Burgh) obtained a free trade 
for Ireland. 

» Mr, Corry was at laft induced to withdraw his motion for the 
prefentf under the idea of raaldng it the foundation of a future ad^ 
drefs to his Nfejefty. 

. Mr. George Ogle reported from the committee, appointed to 
draw up an addrefs of thanks to his Excellency the Lord Lieute- 
nant, for his excellent fpeech to both Houfes of Parliament, that 
,t!hey had drawn up an addrefs accordingly, which he read in his 
place, and after delivered in at 'the table, where the fame was 
read, paragraph by paragraph, and agreed unto by the Houfe, and 
is as follows : 

The humble Address of the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
gesses, in Parliament aflembled,,.to his Excellency Robert, 
Earl of Northington, Lord Lieutenant General^ 
and General Governor of Ireland. 

** May it fleafeyour Excellency ^ 
** WE, his Majefty's moft dutiful and loyal fubje£ts, the Com- 
mons of Ireland;^ in Parliament alTembled, beg leave to return your 
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Excellency our fincere thanks, for your moft excellent fpeech 
from the throne. We confider it as a ftrong proof of his Majc(^ 
ty's gracious attention to the happinefs and profperity of Ireland, 
that he has been pleafed to commit the government of this kingdom 
to your Excellency, in whofe firmnefs, juftice and integrity, we 
place the higheft confidence that the powers of government Mrill 
be directed to the true intereft of the people. 

** Wc truft that your Excellency will Jay before his Majefty the 
faithful and afFe£lionate duty of his loyal fubjeds of Ireland, and 
reprefent their cordial regard to Great Britain in its full light, 
thereby ftrengthening the mutual confidence of both kingdoms, 
and uniting them, infcparably in fentiment as they are in intereft. 

** We will affiduoufly apply ourfelves to the coniideration of the 
many important obje6ls which your Ejfcellency has recommended 
to our attention. And we cannot refrain from acknowledging 
with gratitude the intereft which your Excellency takes in the 
profperity of this kingdom, when in the very nature of thofe ob- 
jects we trace the juft and generous fpirit which points them out 
to us. 

*' Wcwillchearfully grant fuchfupplies as, after a proper invef- 
tigation of the national accounts, (ball appear to be fitting for the 
honourable fupport of his Majefty*s government, confidcring the 
abilities of the country. 

** Convinced of your Excellency's difpoiition to promote the 
welfare and happinefs of this kingdom, we (hall prove ourfelves 
not unworthy <he confidence you are pleafed to repofe in us, by 
contributing our beft endeavours to tne eafe and honor of your 
Excellency's adminift ration.'*" 

Lord Sttdley moved an addrefs of thanks to the different corps 
of Volunteers of Ireland, for their elfeftual fupport to the civil 
magiftrates, fuppreding all tumults and riots, and pre(erving peace 
and good order throughout the kingdom. 

Refolved, nem. convTh^t the thanks of this Houie be given to 
the Volunteers, for their fpirited endeavour^ to provide for the pro- 
tection of their country, and for their ready and frequent afliftance 
of the civil magiftrate, in enforcing the due execution of the laws. 

Ordered, That the Sheriffs of the different counties and coun- 
ties of cities and towns do communicate the above refolution to the 
feveral Volunteer corps of this kingdom. 

After fome immaterial bufinefs the Houfe adjourned till to-mor^ 
row. 



Wednesday, October 15, 1783. 

Mr. Fo/ler made federal motions, for necelfary regulations in the . 
conducing of contefte4 elections before the Houfe. Agreed to« 
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He Ufo at the fame time obferved, that the adjournment of 
the Houfe, when it Ihould arrive, would be only for a few days. 

Sir John Blaquiere moved for a bill to amend an aft of the 19th 
and 20th years of his prefent Majefty, for the naturalization of 
foreigners, which, he faid, was to enlarge the inununities of fo- 
reign Froteflants. Agreed to. 

Mr. Forbes presented a petition from John William Fofter, and 
William Dawfon> Efqrs; complaining of an undue ele6tion for the 
borough of Dundalk ; which was ordered to be heard on th(e 20th 
of November next. 

Mr. Ponfonby- prefented a petition from Benjamin 0*Neal Strat- 
ford, Efq; againft Warden Flood, Efq; and the Hon. John Stratford, 
complaining of an uiidue eledlion for Baltinglafs. Referred to be 
heard on the loth of November next. 

Mr. Metge prefented the petition of Will-am Chapman^ Efq; 
complaining of an undue cledion for the borough of Athboy, 
Referred to the 23d of November next. 

Mr. Fitzgibbqn prefented the petitions of Adam Colclough, and 
MelTrs. Grogan, againft the infringement of their franchife by Sir 
Vefey Colclough, in the eleftion at Ennifcorthy. Referred to the 
5th of November next. 

Mr. Corry moved that the proper officer do lay before the Houfe, 
the whole amount of the receipts of Hearth-money for two years 
iaft; which was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Corry then obferved, that he had another motion to make, 
the fubjeft matter of which he thought would have been a wife 
meafu re to have taken up Iaft feffion. He then moved, that a 
committee be appointed to infpedt into the quantity imported of • 
all goods, the growth of the Eaft Indie5, and the general regula- 
tions adopted m refpedt to the fame. This brought on an enquiry 
from the Attorney-General, what the objedt of his motion tended 
to ? When Mr. Corry confefled,- he believed there was a very 
great inaccuracy in .thofe regulations ; and that Ireland has a 
right to trade for, and import India goods frpm any part of the 
world not reftridted by her own laws ; fince the monopoly of the 
Jiaft India Company did not run into this kingdom. 

Mr. Beresjora laid, there were laws which prohibited the importa- 
tion of Eaft India goods from any part of Europe, but England. 

Mr. Corry laid, that the importation of them from England, 
was in the teeth of laW, according to England's conftrudlion of 
|he navigatior:-a6t, when applied to Ireland, unlefs we allowed 
two different conftrudlions to be made of the fame a£t : that this 
quefti^n of Eaft India goods would put that conjirudion and that 
ati in ilfue ; upon which the commerce of this country muft be 
either eftablilhed or annihilated. 

Mr. Cerry^s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. P<?ff/^«^ prefented a petition from John Townfend, Efqj 
complaining of an undue ele£tion for Baltimore^ in the county of 
Cjork. Referred (0 the 1 2th of November, 
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Right Hon. Luke Gardiner rtoved, that the proper officer do lay 
before this Houfe an account of the exports and imports of old 
and new drapery, dimity, and cotton, from March 25, 1781, to 
March 26, 1783, ad^jahrtrm. , Ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Gardiner faid, his reafons for having thefe papers laid be- 
fore this Houfe, was in confequence of the very great importance 
of the trade in thofe branches to this country, which are not at 
this time upon a proper footing. He faid, that he fliould not have 
taken up this meafure, if he thought it would have been taken up 
by gentlemen in administration ; that as he did not fee any thing 
of it in the fpeech from the throne, he begged to be informed whe^ 
ther they intended to make any alteration in the duty of the goods 
manufadured in this country, or in the exports of the raw mate- 
rials. He faid, he hoped that this Houfe would enter fully into^ 
this buiinefs, as it was a meafure fo exceedingly neceffary, and 
that he would exert every effort in fupport of it.* 

Right Hon. Thomas PHhamidAdy that his Excellency had exprefled 
affurances of concurring with this Houfe in every meafure which 
can promote theincreafe of the woollen manufadhire of this coun- 
try \ and he has gone further, he has deilred that the prefent ilate 
of the linen manufadture may be laid before this Houfe,. in order 
that the beft judgment may be formed of the ftate of the trade of 
Ireland. He faid, that the ihort time he has been here muft apo- 
logize for his not knowing fo much of the trade here at prefent j 
but that his wifhes were to promote the welfar* of this kingdom j 
and as fkr as his ftation permitted him, he would co-operate with 
this Houfe in promoting the intereft of this country. 

Mr. Gardiner in reply faid, that all he» wifhed to know was, 
whether this fubjeCt had entered into the coniideration of adminiA 
(ration, and he was happy now in learning that it had. He had x 
mei^ioned thefe important matters early in the feffions, in order 
to give gentlemen an opportunity of turning their thoughts on an 
objedt of fo much importance to this nation. I have (fays he) 
taken into this enquiry the ftate of the woollen and cotton manu- 
facture \ but he laid- he did not mean to confine himfelf to thofe 
alone, but to take into coniideration all the goods manufactured 
in Ireland. That he had taken up this part as being moft neceffa- 
ry to become the fubjeCt of inveiligation in this Houfe at prefent. 
He had done his dut^ in mentioning this matter to the Houfe, and 
ihould co-operate with the Houfe in every meafure to promote the 
advantage of Ireland. 

The Mtortttj-G^neral moved, that the proper officer db lay be-? 
fore the Houfe the number of yards of linen and quantity of li- 
nen-yarn exported from the 25th of March, 1783; and then made 
two additional motions, fpeciiying thofe fent into foreign mar^ 
l^ets, and thofe into the kingdom of Great-Britain. 
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Mr, Gardiner did not think the ftate of the trade of this coun- 
try on a proper footing. The duties were not equalized, and no 
fort of notice was taken of this in the fpeech from the throne. 
He wanted to know if any duty was to be laid on fuch goods im- 
ported, and what on the raw material exported ? 

The refolutions were agreed to. ' 

Mr, Gardiner moved, that the proper officer lay before the 
Houfe an account of all the flour brought for two years paft, ei- 
ther by land*carriage or the Canal, into Dublin, Ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

Lord Sudley prefented the report on the addrefs to his Majef- 
ty ; as 6id Mr. Ogle on that to Lord Northington'; and both were 
ordered to be brought to the Caftle to-morrow. 

Right Hon. Luke Gardiner faid, he rofe to make a motion that . 
Ae thanks of this Houfe be prefented to our late Chief Grovernor 
Earl Temple. He faid, that this nobleipan had received addreffes 
of thanks from every county in this kingdom for his conduct a^ 
Chief Governor, as every public n- ;ifure carried with it fo much 
wpfdom and integrity, and in his private character he had concur- 
red in every thing tending to the intereft of Ireland, and had laid 
down fuch plans as would hjive been, a national benefit, had he 
continued in the government of this nation. That he had been 
addreired from perfons of all ranks whatever; and that nothing 
Init thefandion of this Houfe was neceffary to render the thanla 
of the people of this country univerfal. 

Mr. Cuffe (aid, that he would fecond the motion, having been 
witnefs to the many ahxious days and nights he had fpent in pre-- 
paring plans to promote the welfare of this country, which (faid 
Mr^ Cuffe) had he ftai^ long enough in Ireland to have put in exe- 
cution, would, he doubted not, be highly approved of. He faid he 
Lad not the honour of being in the confidence of the prefent ad- 
miniftration, but was of opinion they had the intereft of thi\coun- 
try at heart. 

Mr. Rowley alfo fupported the addrefs, 
' Mr. Adderly faid he would oppofe the motion, and afHgn his 
rea£bn for diffenting from the vote of thanks. A clerk of his at 
the Barrack Board had embezzled the public money ; as foon as it 
^:ame to his knowledge, hef waited on Lord Temple, and, pro- 
inifed to make good the deficiency in a few months > th6 clerk al- 
io attended, and confeiTed he owed the money. He faid Lord 
Temple lamented his fituation — but as foon as he (Mr. Adderly) 
left that nobleman, the Crown Solicitor was ordered to proceed 
againft him without mercy. Thus was he ufed with unheard of 
i;rueUy*> He would be glad to know what good this man had 
dop^ for Ireland — he inUfted he had done nothing meritorious. 
The addreffes prefented to him.were procured by himfelf— and that 
he very believed he was not a PROTESTANT, as his carriage 
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had been feen atSie chapel doors in this city. He had heard of 
many addrefles, but he believed they were all folicited and pro* 
cured by the Earl himfelf. 

Sit Henry Hart/i(^ge ^LiTiirtd the Houfe the addrefs from Limerick 
was not folicited, and that it contained the fentiments of the peo- 
ple at large of every r«ligion. 

Mr. Adderly* I confine myfelf to the addrefs from the Roman 
Catholics. 

Mr. Cuffe afTured the Honourable Member, he had been jiwitnefs 
to the diftrefs it gave Earl Temple, when juftice compelled him 
to give orders for fuing him, and that nothing but the welfare of 
the ftate could occafion it — He remarked that the laft obfervation 
made by Mr. Adderly, put him in mind of an affair which hap* 
pened when the late Earlof Chefterfield was Chief Governor here- 
Some perfons v^ry officioufly waited on the viceroy to inform him 
hi« coachman was a Papifl, to which the Earl replied, with his 
ufual pleafantry, " It may be, but I Virill take care that he never 
Ihall drive me to mafs.'* 

The Right Hon. ^obn 5<rrw/or^faid,hex:ould aflureihe Hou(e, 
that the addreires from the county of Waterford to Earl Temple 
were fpontaneous, and were never folicited. He had been many 
years in a public ftation, and been with Chief Governors relative 
to bufinefs, and declared he never faw fuch afliduity and^attention 
to bufinefs in a Chief Governor, as he experienced in Earl Tem- 
ple. When this Houfe comes to inveftigate the public papers, 
they will fee the oeconomical hand of Lord Temple in a variety 
of inftances. 

\Ai Samuel Br adflreet. I fhould not have, exprefled my fenti- 
ments of Lord Tejnple's conduct, the virtues of which are fo tho- 
roughly underftood by the whole kingdom, but that an aflertion 
fell from the Hon. Member on the floor, which makes it neceflary 
for me ta rift. He iays, that addrefles were procured in the fevc- 
-ral (bounties by Lord Temple himfelf; and being contradidted in 
that, he has thought proper to confine his aflTertion to the city of 
Dublin. It belongs to the office I have the honour fo fill, to pre- 
pare addreflTes of the kind, when agreed on by the corporatioli ; 
but I can with truth aflert, that until the addrefs was agreed on 
by the city. Lord Temple had no knowledge of it. I can make 
great allowance for the forenefs of the Hon. Member*s feelings '; 
he has felt Lord Temples but, although jufl:ice required that the 
ofience ibould be punifhed, yet I am fatisfied the humanity of his 
lordfliip, had a tear of compaflion for the offender. 

■ Sir Henry Cofvendijb faid, he could very well fuppofe that fome 
gentlemen had opportunities of knowing the integrity and wil- 
dom of Earl Temple ; but in his opinion it was fit the Houfe fliould 
have authentic evidence of it before they paffed a vote of thanks 
to Lord Temple^ who never met parliament. In his opinion, this 
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queftion (hould lie poflponed for a few dajs ; thev would then (ee 
whether he had the oeconomical hand which had oeen mentioned. 
— Whether he deferves thefe encomiums or not. Public fame has 
BOtfpoken of Lord Temple as he has been fpokenof in this Houfe; 
public fame reprefents Lord Temple as a jobber j therefore, if I 
am to give my vote this night, I will give this refolution a nega- 
tive — If it is poflponed, and I have authentic documents of his 
integrity and wifdom, I think I Ihall give him my vote, which in 
my prefent uninformed ftate I (ball not do. 

Right Hon. John Scoti obferving a paufe in the Houfe, arofe and 
faid — When this motion was introduced by a Right Honourable 
Member of amiable and didinguilbed character, and when I faw 
h fo ably fupported by the two Right Honourable Gentlemen who 
followed him, (Mr. Kcwley and Mr. Cuffe) I did not think it poffi- 
ble that there could have been a (ingle negative to it, efpecially as 
this Houfe is only invited to declare colledtively, thefe fenti" 
ments which every Irifhman has fpoken individually — this Houfe 
is now only called upon to re-echo the voice of the whole nation, 
and to dignify it in the language of pailiament. — I cannot indeed 
fay that I am forry to have found that in the whole Irifh nation, 
there were but two perfons difpofed to refift the fenfe of their coun- 
try — and be it remembered that they ngjere the debtors of our Sovereign 
Lord the Kingi but their reafons and their motives fufficiently ex- 
plain themfeives, and in my apprehenfion, compleat the panegy- 
ric which a grateful nation beftows upon a moft virtuous and de- 
lerving Governor. Indeed nothing lefs than Lord Temple's firm- 
nefs could have relifled fo many engaging qualifications as aflault- 
cd his humanity in the perfon of the Honourable Gentleman. But 
to take leave of him, and apply myfelf to the Right Honourable 
Gentleman who principally oppofes this addrefs, and fays round- 
ly, that common fame calls Lord Temple a jobber, adding that 
common fame may be a common liar, I do affert, pot knowing 
from what cavern the Right Honourable Gentleman has received 
the- report, imperfonated as (he may be, and reprefented through, 
whatever lips (he xj, I fay, a common liar, if me fays that Lord 
Temple was a jobber— I received no favour from Lord Temple, or 
from his admimftration — I was not even con/ie6ted with him by 
the common ties of conviviality, but I ftand forth an impartial 
witnefs of his conduct and his merit, to maintain the conliftency 
and charafteriftic generofity of Ireland. I knew Lord Temple to be 
a man devoted to public builnefs, (ingularl y endowed of uncommoa 
firmnefs and talents, and indefatigable in the purfuit of every pbjedt 
that could contribute to the honour or advantage of this kingdoni* 
No lefs than thirty counties have oifered him their voluntary thanks, 
and yet the Right Honourable Gentleman wants authentic evidence 
tojuftify his approbation. — I will give him more authentic evidence 
—the umpire of the Almighty, f&u/cience, the confcience of eve- 
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ry honeft man in this nation. — But the Right Honourable Gen- 
man fays, podpone the queflion ; to procraftinate, is to evade. 

The man convinc'd againft his will. 
Is of the fame opinion ftill. 

But for the fake of the prefent adminiftration alfo, I hope there 
will not be a negative. — No man who wiflies well to it, efpecial- . 
ly the Right Honourable Gentleman, confidering how connedled 
and circumftanced, can prudently oppofe this motion. I have 
not the honour of knowing much of his prefent Excellency, but 
I have he^rd his character to be that of a gentleman, and his feel- 
ings to be thofe of nobility j and I am perfuaded, that he would 
dildain the fupport of any man who offered to adorn him — by 
laurels pillaged and torn from the brow of his predeceflbrs — there 
will be praife fufficient for them both, and I hope and doubt not 
they will both equally deferve it. I beg pardon, for having ta-** 
ken up ^e Houfe fo long upon a fubjed upon which I thought 
I (bould not have been permitted, much lefs have found it necef^ 
Jury, to articulate a word; but if in the warmth of what I have felt, 
and what too haftily I may have delivered, any thing offenfive 
unluckily has efcaped me, it was far frpm my thoughts or my in- 
tention, my purpofe being, if pofllbley to conciliate all men, and 
not to offend any. v 

Sir Henry Cafoendijb arofe, apparently much a^tated, and faid, 
thatmofl confcientious gentleman did not contine himfelf to af- 
fign reafons for his own condud, but thought proper to attribute 
motives to others, who, he begged to fay, are not debtors to the 
King. [Mr. Scott interrupting, faid they ivereJ] Sir Henry pro- 
ceeded to fay, that Mr. Scott had raifed a Jaugk at. the expence of 
parliamentary decorum, and that that gentleman poffefled the art 
of treating matters of the greateft. moment with levity, and turn- 
ing them into ridicule. That he (Sir Henry,) had been a lofer by 
fuits with, the crown, in which, he doubted not, the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, when a fervant of the crown, had been a 
fufficient gainer. 

Mr. Scott rofe again, and faid, fmiling, he believed the Houfe 
expe^od he ihould fay a word in reply ; he obferved the tones 
of the Right Honourable Gentleman, were the tones of dif- 
content, and he meant, if he could, to fofcen them. He added, 
I admit the charge, heinous as it is, that I am no enemy to lau^- 
ter, perhaps it may be, that I am not afraid of being tor ever ri- 
diculous. The Right Honourable Baronet feems to complain that 
Ihave availed myfelf of his misfortunes ; but if it be his misfor- 
tune to be for ever in the wrong, how can I help being fometime* 
in the right, who generally differ from him. 1 will fay but one 
word xDore-^The Right Hon. Gentleman feems to think there is 
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ilill a balance in his favour, to which in the words of Sir Wilful 
Witwouldj I anfwer, *^ If I ftill (jwe you any things make out your' 
billy coufiHy and ril pay youoff^* 

Mr. 6V. George faid, he was not a debtor of our lord the king, 
and yet he muft give his diffent to the refolution propofed — that 
there were fome chatafters of fuch a nature, that the lefs he faid 
about them the better 5 and he looked upon Lx)rd Temple's, as a 
Chief Governor, in that light : that with refped to the depart- 
ment to which he belonged, -his lordihip left the eftabliihnient of 
the barracks greater than he found it, and under his own new ideas 
of reform, had laid the foundation of a confiderable increaie of ex- 
pence to the kingdom under that head : that he admitted his lord- 
fhip deferved praife for his great affiduity in bufinefs, and he be- 
lieved he could not be charged with want of integrity to the pub- 
lic ; but that he doubted his wifdom, for he certainly wanted 
judgment : that in his opinion there had not been any Lord Lieu- 
tenant here during the prefent century, more unfit to govern this 
kingcfom as a reprefentative of Majefly,than Lord Temple t for he 
was of an arbitrary difpofition, and if he had remained here long 
enough to hold a feflion of parliament, he was confident it would 
neither have contributed to his honour, or to the profperity or 
quiet of the people r^that he therefore thought any change of fuch 
a Chief Governor would have been an advantage to the kingdom 4 
but he looked upon the acquifition in his room, of a nobleman of 
fb excellent a difpofition as our prefent Chief Governor to be a mofl 
fortunate circumflance for the nation in thefe critical times. That 
with thefe fentiments he could by no means concur in a motion for 
an addrefs of thanks, where it appeared to him to be fo little me- 
rited : thiat he was forry the fubjed had been introduced, as other- ^ 
wife he would have remained filent thereupon ; but that now he 
Could not avoid giving his moft hearty negative to the motion. 

Mr. Clem&nts faid he had tranfa£ted public bufinefs with Earl 
Temple, and never met in any Chief Governor one more indefa- 
tigable, or who had the interefls of Ireland more at heart. 

Sir John Blaquiere alfo joined, and ably maintained in the 
fame fentiments 5 as did Mr. titzgibbon, and feveral other mem- 
bers. 

A divifion having enfued, the numbers for the addrefs were 
127; againft it, one, befides the Tellers. 

Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Gardiner and Mr. Rowley. 

Tellers for the noes^ Sir Henry Cavendish and Mr. St,<^eorge. 

Sir Henry Cavendijh faid he had a motion to make refpeding the 
intereft of money ; but as he Wifhed the members of adminijdration 
Would take it off his hands, he would defer it for another oppor- 
tunity. 

It was accordingly agreed that this matter (hould be taken inter 
confideration between this and Chrifhnas, 
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Several motions were made for wnts, in the room of mem- 
bers who took their feats for other places; after which th« 
Houfc adjourned *till to-mo/row. 



Thursday, October 16, 1783,1 
MT.Marthy moved for the continuance of the importation of 
corn at the fmall duty, as the poor were in a miferable iituation, 
anil bresid at little more than 71b. the fhilling ; added to this, 
that there were (hips at Liverpool and other places, ready to 
bring fuch wi(bed-for relief to this kingdom. 

Mr. fofier was getting up to fpeak, when Mr. Pelham ac- 
quainted the Houfe that his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
was ready to receive the addrefe ; whereupbn the Speaker and 
the Houfe went up with the addrefs. 

Petitions were prefen ted from the Right Hon. Robert Stewart,, 
complaining of an undue election for the county of Down j and - 
from Mr.- Bagwell, complaining of the fame in the city of 
Cork; which were all received, and days appointed for going 
into committees. ' 

Mr. Corry moved, that the committee to inveftigate the regu- 
lations for Eafl-India goods, fhould have leave to (it notwithftand- 
ing any adjournment of the Houfe. 

The' Attorney General obferved, that the great alteration^ which 
had lately occurred not only in our own ftate, but alfo in that of 
£ngland, demanded fome time, and a more mature conddera- 
tioriy than taking up fo minute a part at this time.. A fyftem 
of commercial laws muft be entered into, and he could not 
help obferving, that this fingle enquiry upon one branch of 
commerce, was frivolous, compared to the other great objedl. 

Mr. Carry was aftonifbed at the Right Hon. Gentleman's call- 
ing it a minute part.. And in what fenfe did he* mean to apply 
the term frivolous ? If he meant to eftablifh a great commercial 
fyftem, was it not evident that it muft be accomplifhed by a 
minute eftimation of feperate parts to form the grand fyftem he 
adverted to. It/ was not fair to beftow the epithet frivolous 
oh a matter that would appear of as much importance as any 
that could come before the Houfe this feafon. It was a roo« 
tion involving not only commerce, but conftitution and law, 
and fliouid not be treated with the idea of being frivolous, after 
what wa^ fatd in the laft paragraph of the fpeech from the 
throne, which ib ftrongly recommended the care of our oom- 
meifee. The Houfe ought immediately to proceed on the great 
bafinefs of commerce. 

C 
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He faid he was amazed, after that to fee a roinifter rife to 
oppofe fentiments fo delivered. 

He would fubmit himfelf to the opinion of the Houfe, biit 
he looked upon it as extraordinary to hear fuch language, par- 
ticularly from a perfon of fuch abilities and knowledge as the 
Right Hon. Gentleman. 

The Attorney Qeneral faid, he meant not to have the com- 
mercial code, which was in view, frittered away in parts, 
when the whole could be comprehended together. • The Gen- 
tleman might amufe himfelf by taking up fuch a iingle part 
in his clofet, though every man in the Houfe was equally 
concerned in the fubjeft. He couM not help calling it frivo- 
lous indeed compared with the magnitude of the greater fyftem 
in contemplation ; nor could the Hon. Gentleman imagine he 
could corahiand the Houfe. 

Mr. Corry congratulated the Houfe on the great commercial 
fyftem alluded to as in forwardnefs at leaft in contemplation, 
which he hoped foon to fee brought forward, and declared, if 
i< was the wilh of the Houfe, he would withdraw his motion. 
But he could not refrain from obferving, that no general object 
could be of fuperior^conftquence, to the feparate one he intro- 
duced. — How could the whole be accomplilhed, but by taking 
it up in feparate parts ? Were the regulations for an American, 
an Eaft and Weft India, and the geaeral European trade, to be 
fcrought forward in a promifcuous mafs, without any diftindt* 
inveftigation ? The Right Hon. Gentleman did not furely ima- 
gine, that his accidental fitting on the treafury bench, from 
which he -happened to fpeak, could have furnifhed him with 
the notion of commanding the Houfe. He was not at all in- 
fpired with fuch minifterial notions. 

The Attorney General rofe to explain, and Mr. Corry v/ithdrew 
his motion. 

Mr. G rat tan's rifing to fpeak, called the attention of the 
Houfe.-: — He was unable, he faid, to deliver his fentiments 
with any degree of juftice to his feelings, on the fubjedt he 

was going to fpeak upon. The death of the late Chief 

Baron Burgh was too deep a wound to the communityat large, 
and to that Houfe in particular, to need any additional colour- 
ing from any thing he could fay on the occafion. He then faid 
that the late Chief Baron's circumftances at the time of his death 
were very inadequate to his ftation. Four daughters and a fon 
of his, were left unprovided for, and his many virtues and his 
public fervices demanded that his children ihould be the chil- 
dren of the public. He moved, that an humble addrefs be 
prefented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, requefting 
him, to reprefent to his Majefty, the earneft intreaty of that 
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Houft, that his Majefty would be gracioufly pleafed to make 
fuch provifion as his Majefty (hall think proper for the chil- 
dren of the late Chief Baron Burgh, as a reward for his inte- 
grity and ability in the feat of juftice, and the fervices he has 
rendered this country. 

Mr. Ogle rofe to deliver his tribute of friendlhip and forrow 
for the death of the great and good man who was the me- 
lancholy fubjedt of the regret and gratitude of that Hoi^fe and 
the nation. , 

Mr. Tel'verton delivered a juft eulogium to the memory of his 
friend. He did not know, he faid, which charader in the fphere 
of life he had to admire hiai in moft \ whether in his privateor 
public charadter, as the humane advocate for the unfortunate, 
the tender huibarid and father, or to revere him on the bench, 
as the difpenfer of impartial juftice tempered with clemency. 
But when he came to fpeak of him as a friend, his heart feeroed 
fuiFocafed and chere he wanted utterance. The whole Houfe 
fympathized, and the queftion on the motion being put, the 
aiTent of parliament was irever given with greater pleafure, and 
it was carried unanimoufly. 

Refolved, Nem, Con. That an humble addrefs be prefented to 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant-, that he will lay before his 
Majefty the humble defire of this Houfe, that his Majefty will 
be gracioufly pleafed to make provifions for the children of the 
Right Hon. the late Lord Chief Baron Burgh, in coniideration 
of his integrity and ability in the feat of juftice, and for the 
fervices he has done to this country. 

The Right Hon. Mr. Speaker reported that he had, purfuant 
to order, conyTiunicated, by letter, to Admiral Lord Rodney, 
the refolution of this Houfe of the ^oth of May, 1782, to which 
his Lordftiip was pleated, by letter, to return the anfwer fol- 
lowing : 

SIR, London^ February 18, 1783, 

AFTER fo many months have elapfed, Ifear I (hall on 
firft fight appear to have been guilty of the greateft negli- 
gence and inattention, not fooner to have acknowledged the 
honour of having received your letter of the 5th of June, 
conveying to me the refolution of thanks of the Hon. Houfe of 
Commons of Ireland ; but^ I beg leave to affure you that when 
fhe laft pacquet arrived from Jamaica, which brought your 
ietter, I was labouring under a very fevere fit of illnefs, which 
prevented me from earlier expreftlng my fincere thanks to you 
for the obliging manner in which you have conveyed to me fo 
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flattering a mark of favour from the Houfe of Qofhmons of 
Ireland, and I muft now wholly rely upon you. Sir, being 
myfelf unequal to the talk, to reprefent to that Hon. Houfe my 
moft grateful acknowledgments for that approbation of my fen* 
vices. I have moft chearfully obeyed your commands in tranf- 
mitting the refolutions of thanks to the officers and men under 
my command, to whom every degree of praife is due. I have 
the honour to be, with the greateft refpe6t. 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient and 
moft humble Servant, 

.RODNEY. 
The Right Hon, Edmnd Sexton 
Peryy Speaker of the Houfe 
of Commons y Ireland. 

Mr. Grattan moved an addrefs of thanks to his Excellency . 
Gen. Elliot, for his gallant defence of Gibraltar ; and another 
addrefs of thanks to Lord Vifcount Howe, for. relieving that 
fortrefs. Ordered unanimoufly. 

Refolved, Nem. Con, That* the thanks of this Houfe be given 
to the Right Hon. Sir George Auguftus Elliot, Governor of 
Gibraltar, for the fervices he has done to his king and country, 
in the gallant defence of Gibraltar. 

Refolved, That the Speaker do ccmmunicate the'faid refo- 
lution to the Right Hon. General Elliot. 

Refolved, Nem, Con, That the thanks of this Houfe be given 
to Richard, Lord Vifcount Howe, Admiral of the Blue, for his 
able and gallant condudt in relieving, Gibraltar by the fleet un- 
der his command. 

Refolved, That tte Speaker do communicate the faid refo- 
lution to Lord Vifcount Howe. 

And then the Houfe adjourned until. Monday the 27th 
inftant. 



,MONDAY,*OCTOBER 27, I783. 

The Houfe having met, according to adjournment. Sir Ar- 
thur Brooke, Sir Edward Ncwenham, Henry Flood, Efqj Rigbc 
Hon. Owen' Wynne, and fome other members were fworn in, 
and took their fbats. 

Sir Francis Hutchinfon moved, that a committee fliould be 
appointed to revife the laws relative to the trial of controverted 
©legions. 
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The Hon. 'John Bmtrke faid, thkt when petitions appeared fri- 
Tolous, fome compenfation (hould b« m?A^ to the party peti- 
tioned againft. — And Mr. Mafon faid, that lie wifhed to have it 
introduced into the revifed bill, ** that whenever a petition was 
VQttd frivolou?, malicious or vexatious, the party petitioning 
ftduld incur the high difpleafure of the Houfe,*' 

Mr. Hartley prefented the petition of John Bateraan and Thomas 

1ohnfon,Efqrs. againftSackville Hamilton and Thomas St. George, 
iirqrs. the fitting members for Clogher. — Ordered to be heard the 
29th of January next. 

Sir Edward Newenham prefented a petition from Robert Bolton 
and Robert Molefworth, Efqrs. complaining of an undue ele^i- 
on for Swords, in favour of John Hatch, and Charles Cobbe, 
Efqrs. the returned members. Referred to the 8th of November. 

The petition of Sir John Browne, was prefented, complaining 
of the undue e1e£tion of the Hon. Denis Browne, for the county 
Mayo ; which was referred to Tuefday the a 3d of November. 

The petition of Auguftus Warren, Efqj was prefented, com- 
plaining of the undue election of the Right Hon. John H. Hutch- 
infon, for the city of Cork. To be heard with Mr. Bagwell's 
petition in November, 

The proper officers prefented at the bar a ftate of the hearth- 
money account, and the ordnance eilablifliment. 

The Clerk of the Privy Council prefented at the bar, the late 
proclamation for laying an embargo on corn, bread, 6cc. and 
tberefolution of the council ofthe9th of June lail, advifing that 
mcafure. 

Right Hon, John Fofter moved for the order of the day, viz. 
to take into confideration the fpeech of his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant. His Excellency's fpeech was accordingly read, and 
Mr. Fofter then moved, that > fupply be granted to his Majefty, 
and that the Houfe will to-morrow morning refolve icfelf into a 
committee of the whole Houfe for the purpofe of granting his 
Majefty a fupply. 

The proper officer prefented at the bar, purfuant to the order 
of the Houfe, an account of the quantity of new drapery, and 
an account of the quantity of upholftery imported for two years, 
ending March 1783. Al(b, an account of the quantity of linens 
exported for that period. 

Right Hon. John Folier moved the following refolution, 
which he faid he had copied verbatim from the Englifh Journals, 
and which he hoped, would prove cffeiici^lly ufe&il in conduc- 
ing trials of controverted eledtions. 

" Refolved, that in all trials of controverted ele£tions for coun- 
ties, the petirioner (hall on the firft day of trial, by himfelf or 
by his agents, deliver to the fitting'member or his agents a lift of 
^U voters obje^ed to, s^ndthe caufes ofobjedlion 5 alfo, that the 
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fiftifiEj member, by himfelf or his agents,^ deliver to the petitioner a 
lift of voters by him obje«^ed to, and his caufes of objedtion. 

y[x, Beresfordy junior, obfervinf^ that the relblution went only 
to counfi",^c^ moved, that it Ihould be extended to cities and bo- 
rdughs alfo. 

• '»e Attorney General zoncwxxtAy^Ti^ the refolution pafled un- 
animoiifly, 

Mr. hartley pathetically defcribed the miferaMe fituation of 
the poor ofthis city, arifing from the extravagant price of bread. 
He (aid, he had mentioned the fubje6"l before the recefs, when 
the price of bread was ylb. 302. for a (billing ; that he was then 
told eight or ten davs would make a great alteration \n- favour of 
the poor, as in that fpace of time plenty of corn would be brought 
to market. That ten days had elapf'ed, and the loaf had encreaf- 
cd but dx drams, nor was there any appearance of a fudden aug* 
mentation ; that the fevere diftrefs and bitter cries of the people 
for bread, demanded the interpofition of their governors : that 
want of employment was indeed a heavy calamity, but when 
want of food was added, it became infupportable. 

As his intention was to alleviate the diftrefl'es of the poor, he 
flattered himfelf his motion would meet with a favourable recep- 
tion. A (hip with eleven hundred barrels of wheat, was actually 
arrived in the river, and he relied on it, that miniftry would not 
Tealife the fable of Tantalus, and let the people periOi while re- 
lief was within their view ; his motion he ("aid, (hould be, ** that 
an humble addrefs be prefented to his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, praying his Excellency to direft the proper officers to re- 
ceive bonds for the duties payable on corn imported, until a bill 
now. in contemplation for regulating the corn trade, (hould be 
pafTed into a law." He faid, he feared that the gentlemen who 
had much at heart the encouragement of tillage, had laft feffion 
made a dangerous miftake, but he hoped to fee it retlified iil the 
prefent bill. , 

Mr. Fofler faid, that no one would more heartily concur with 
the Hon. Gentleman, to relieve the diftreffes of the poor than he ; 
but though their end was the fame, they differed widely as to the 
means, for what Mr. Hartley recommended would, in his opini- 
on, operate fatally againft the poor, by dilcouraging the farmer 
from tillage; for if the farmer found the laws liable to fudden al- 
terations, and by the (hort mode of an addrefs, he would relin- 
quifll tillage, as too hazardous an employment, and the country 
would be reduced to the ftate it was before, the tillage laws were 
enadled. He faid he was well affured by more than one hundred 
membeis of the Houfe, and by his own obfervation, that the lafl: 
iiarveft was a mod plentiful and abundant one, and he therefore 
thought it better to wait for its effe^s upon the markets, than by 
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a hafty attempt to palliate a prefent inconvenience, lay the foun- 
dation of future mi{chief. 

Sir Hercules Langrijhe Ihewed the diflrelTed ftate of Ireland 
previous to the tillage laws, when the people were fed with fo- 
reign corn, liable to every inconvenience of dearth. He difplay- 
cd the advantages which had refulted from thofe laws, and alked, 
if they were liable to be altered or fufpended upon every occalion, 
how farmers could be fuppofed to have any reliance upon them, 
or what inducement they could have to purfue tillage with induf- ^ 
try. The meafureof the late embargo could only bejuftified, he 
faid, upon the ground of urgent neceffity, to preferve the people 
from a bfolute famine ; but was fuch a ftep to 6e now taken, when 
there was an abundant fupply within the kingdom, it would be 
inexcufable upon any ground. He knew, he faid, the purity of 
the Hon. Gentleman's (Mr. Hartley* s) intentions, and the good- 
nefs of his judgment ; he was, therefore, the more anxious leaft 
it ftiould be fuppofed that he could fuggeft, that the fcarcity of 
corn had ari fen from free exportation. 

The Recorder, — Gentlemen take it for granted, that no ur- 
gent neceffity exifls to force us upon this meafure — but were they 
to view the multitudes of familhing wretches who faintly crawl 
through every ftreet, they would be convinced of the urgent ne- 
ceffity, and unable to refift their entreaties. There is no ne- 
ceffity for an eulogium upon the tillage laws to convince me of 
their utility — nor would it in any degree impeach their merit to 
relax them at this time — befides the public faith is engaged in this 
bufinefs-— for the fliip now arrived from the Baltic, and forae 
others on the way, have all been fent upon a belief, that their 
cargoes might be freely entered, and if now fent^bact, »muft in- 
jure this nation in the opinion of foreigners. A violent flep was 
taken lafl feffion, by leflening the bounty on corn. Let us no>V 
endeavour to repair it, by adopting the policy of our late excel- 
lent chief governor, who diredled that the executive officers 
flfeuld take bonds for the duties of corn imported, relying on the 
wifdom of the legiflature, at their next meeting, to cancel thofe 
bonds. 

The Rt. Hon. John Hely Hutchinfon (Provoft) faid he Hid not rife 
to oppofe any expedient for the relief of the poor ; but the harveft 
was a good one, though for the reafon already ftated, corn was not 
brought to market fo foon as could be wiflied. In regard to any 
difappointment of foreign veiTels, it was well knowi^ that the pro- 
clamation was decifive in its limits to the 15th of September ; and 
though it might give temporary relief, it was highly produdive of 
mifchief, as it would raife the price of corn, if the motion did not 
pafs, and then be an oppreffion, inftead of relief, to the poor. 

The Recorder faid, that could not produce the efFedt, becaufe it 
was well known, farmers muft fend in corn to obtain money tQ 
pay their renfs. 
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Capt. 7*. BuTf^h defired to know how long the eleven Jiundre4 
barrels of corn in queftion, would fupply the city .of Publin ; for 
if, as he had good reafon to believe, ii 09 barrels of corn would feed 
the city but one day and an half, and by difcouraging the farmers 
wonld keep back their corn from market, he thought it wqu14 
be bad policy to feed the people one day and an half and keep thegu 
perhaps a month failing. 

Mr. Hartley iiow prefente^ his motion to the Chair, '* thftt the 
Houfe would addrefs his Excellency tbe Lord Lieutenant, th^f 
he would order the proper oiHcers to receive bonds for the dutief 
of all corn imported, for fourteen days from tbe pr^fent dat?^'' 

Sir H, LaKgriJbe Hid, there were numberlefs obje^ious to the 
motion — that as a money matter, it ought ;o p^fs tl^rough a com- 
mittee — that it could have no effecl as to bringing corn from fo- 
ireign markets, the time being too fhort-r—bi^t it would operate ^s a 
deception, and making farmers imagine there w?ls a fcarcity, 
Cftufe them to hoard their grain for the higheft price. He {^\4 he 
was juft returned from the country, and ^-as cony iace.d that the 
prefent thinnefs of the markets, was caufcd by the farmers b^ing 
all engaged in fowing. Sowing indeed in vain, if the laws for the 
protection and encouragement of tillage, were to be difpenfed ^ritb 
upon every occafion. The late embargo, apd meafures which ac- 
companied it, were not taken up till after every comity in the 
kingdom had been examined as to its (late, of provifions. 

Mr. Hartley again urged tbe neceility of the me^fure ; he hoped 
he would not be confidered as an enemy to duty 00 importation of 
foreign corn, ex.cept in cafes of. urgent neceility ; at the fame tim^e 
he thought the price il. i6s. was too high tp be the rate to which 
the corn of our own growth muft rife before the ports could be ©- 
pened to admit a foreign relief^ 

Attorney General — I conlider this motion as totally inadmilfablei 
when we were alarmed with the near approach of f^mi^e, gavern'i> 
inent did not venture to adopt this meafure, till after the fulleft in- 
veftigation, and the cloleft enquiry into the unavoidable neceflity 
of it J cQnvinced of that neceility iv^Vi6 5ji./v could juftify fuch * 
proceeding, the meafure was adopted ; 'tis now propofed to fet 
afide the laws of the land, which are facred, ^nd flvould not bp e- 
ven lightly fpoken of, and upon what authority ? the opinion of 
the Hon. Gentleman, that it will ferve the city of Dttblin ; which 
opinion, however refpedable, is, I apprehend, not fuf- 
licient. I am as well warranted to fay, that in my opi- 
opinion, difpenfing with forae p trticular law, will advantage ano- 
ther place ; my Right Hon. Friend may fay the fame, atjid (o it 
may go round, till each map gets fome particular Jaw fet afide for 
his particular purpofe. I conceive a partial embargo \yould be 
unjull — there is a fad that the Hon. Gentleman does not ytt feem 
to be infor/ned of, and that is, that the embargo i^ t^ken off by 
proclamation, as a mark of refped to parliament, now^fi(;{ipg j be- 
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fide?, gnovernmeot mete (<y gonfcioiB of the neceflky of having the 

fan£tion of parliament to juftify ehac crahargo, that every fpeedy 
means wril be taken to obtain an a€t of indemnity for it : I have 
frep&red a bill for that purpofe, butif che prefent motion fliouM be 
parriedy another a^ will be necclfary to indemnify perfonsa6ting 
under it, and ev«n Cat my friend deSimi me ivhifpers ) to indemnify 
this Houfe for affuming to difpenfe with the facred fa^ of the 
legiflature. The queftion palFed in the negative. 

Sir Henry Cavendifif mx^voA^ that rhc proper officers fhould lay 
before the Houfe an account of all public money lodged in the na- 
tional bank, in confequence of an addrefs of the Houfe to the 
Lord Lieutenant, requefttiig chat he would pleafe to diredt the de- 
puty vice treafurers, &c. &c. todepofitin the national bank what- 
ever balance of public money &ould at any time remain in 
their hands. < 

Mr. CV<?<w^«/j declaj-ed his readinefs to comply with the intentioa 
of -the refolution. -His account* were made up weekly, and the 
baliance, in obedience to the Lord Lieutenant*s order, paid into 
the bade. 

Mr. Fofler faid, the bank being a great trading company, he did 
not tliink their clerks were warranted to difcover their tranfaftions 
r— public credit was of too delicate a nature to allow it — ^he thought 
the officers of the Crown were the proper pprfons for the Houfe to 
call upon, but fubinkted it to the Hon. Baronet, whether it would 
be prudent to make the daily tranfa^Uons of the bank public. 

Mr. Qardiner, with fome warmth, oppofed the opinion of his 
Right Hon.Friepd, (Mr. FoJIer) that the officers of the bank were 
not fubjc€l to be called to accourK by the Houfe. The bank, he 
faid, was a great public undertaking, exifting by a<^ of parliament, 
and liskn6lioned by the faith of government, who had directed the 
public money to be depoHted therein ; it was then to every intent 
and purpofe a public object, its officers were the officers of the 
public, and as fuch liable to be called upon by the Houfe to ac- 
count for the public money, paffing through their hands. 

Mr. fofter explained himfdf — that he thought the vice treafurers 
and other officers %o whom the orders of government concerning 
public money ilFued, being the immediate officers of the ftate, it 
Would be more proper to dired the orders of the Houfe to them^ 
but did not deny that the Houfe might, if it (faould be deemed pro- 
per, call the officers of the bank before them. 

Mr. Clements repeatedly declared, that he did not intend any op- 
polition to the motion — the more frequently his accounts were in- 
fpeded, the greater would be hit fatisfadlion. He defired the Hon. 
Baronet would point out bis object, that it might not be delayed : 
On Saturday fe'nnight, to which his lad return was made up, the 
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national bank owed a balance to his office of one hundred and 
thirty-three thoufand odd hundred pounds, 

Mr. Secretary Hamilton requeued the Hon. Baronet to declare to 
the Houfe the end and intention of his motion^ as he thought it 
might be a matter of more importance than appeared at 6rft fights 
and would therefore wifh toconfider before he voted on the quefli- 
on, whether it was likely to be productive of public benefit, or the 
reverfe. 

Mr. Solicitor Carleton fpoke to the fame effeft, as did Mr. George 
FcnJ'oiibyy who faid, he was very fure the Hon. Baronet^s motion 
fiad fome wife tendency ; but as, upon the bed; coniideration, he 
had not been able to difcover what that tendency ,was, and as the 
paronet refufed to inform him, he would not give the motion an 
affirmative without fome explanation. 

Sir H, Ca<i}endijb faid his motion fufHcientlj expreifed his ob- 

jea. 

Mr, Brcnvn (reprefentative for the College) faid, as he was very 
Jittle acquainted with the rules of parliament, he would be much 
pbjiged to any gentleman who would inform him, whether there 
was any rule or orderof the Houfe, to compel a member offering 
^ refolution to the chair, to explain his motives and objects for that 
fefolution ? 

Mr. CarietoM faid, there was certainly no fuch rule or order, but 
while a member thought proper to conceal the intention of 9 refo* 
lution, other members would exercife their right of giving fuch 
refolution a negative ; though if properly explained, and proved 
to be beneficial, it might liave met with a favourable reception. 

Sir Nicholas La^vlejs declared, that without kuowiqg any thing of 
the Hon. Baronet's intention, he would vote in the affirmative of 
the refolution ; and this he thought himfelf bound to do, not only 
a& being afubicriber to the bank, and as having induced others to 
fubfciibe, but as being convinced (hat the more the condudt of 
the bank was fcrutinized, the more it would redound to the hoi- 
nour of thofe who had the diredion of it ; and as being alfo con- 
vinced that the addrels of the Houfe, r^queftinghis Excellency the 
Jword Lieutenant to order the deputy vice trealurers, &c. to pay the 
public balances into the national bank, had been flridly com- 
plied with. 

After fome converfation on this fubjedt, SirH. Cavendiih^s 
refolution palled, and he then produced three other r^folutions to 
the following purport; but faid, he did not come as 2iTL orator 
with a fet fpeech to enforce them ; he would only for the prefent 
read them to the Houfe, and at a more convenient opportunity 
move them, 

id. That the condition of this kingdom requires that all prac-^ 
tfcable retrenchments (hould be made on its edablilhments, con-* 
iillent with its welfare and fafety. 
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zd. That no money (hould be granted this felljon for the en- 
couragement of any trade or manuf-ifture whatfoever. 

jd. That the Houfe fhould not proceed upon any petition for 
the encouragement of any private undertalyng. 

Mr. Gar Jitter called the attention of the Houfe to the deplora* 
ble ftate of our poor manufadturers; their diftrefles were too 
great and too vifible he faid to require any power of words to cxw 
prefs; and it was equilly vifible that they muft be relieved; 
whit the mean'^ of relief would be, he could not prognofticate, 
but thought it his duty, and the duty of the Houfe, to give the 
fubje6t the deepefl confideration ; and knowing no method more 
proper than to refer it to a committee, he moved that a com- 
mittee (hould be appointed to take into confideration the ftate of 
the raanufa(ftures of Ireland, the proper means of giving them 
encouragement, and alfo to take into confideration the imports 
and exports of this kingdom. 

Sir EJivarJ Ne^enham obferved, that it gave him peculiar fa- 
tisfa^tion in feeing the Speaker, (Mr. Pery) re-ele^ed to that 
high ftation, which he had fupported during the two laft parlia- 
ments with fo much honour to himfelf, and fo much advantage 
Jo his country. 

A fevere illnefs, faid he, prevented my attendance before the re- 
cefs, but I am happy to find that my Right Hon. Colleague has an- 
ticipated the motions that I intended to have moved in order to 
ground a bill for protecting duties, as I am decidedly of Opinion 
that no other meafure will reftoreour manufactures, orfupport 
them when reftored ; I am confident that the zeal, perfeverance, 
and abilities of my colleague, will infure fuccefs to his laudable 
and patriotic endeavours in favour of the diftrefled and ftarving ma«* 
nufaCturers of Ireland. 

He faid, that though not perfectly recovered in his health, he 
came to attend his duty this day, in order to lay before parliament 
fome iafor motion, of the greateft national importance, and there- 
fore requefted the attention of the Houfe for a few moments. His 
information was contained in a letter from a nobleman of exalted 
rank and character in France, dated the 2d of Oftober, 1783 ; an 
extradt of which he read as follows: 

** Nothwithftanding your friends have fpoken about including 
•* Ireland in the commercial treaty now pending between Great 
** Britain and the United States of North America, the BritiOi 
** Commillioner has not done it; lam inclined to think, the 
«* queftion was alked him, and he, (Mr. Hartley) wrote homo 
** for inftruCtions, but none have arrived, therefore you ought 
*• tolofe notime iq taking proper and fpeedy meafures to have 
•* Ireland included by name, otherwife there may poifibly arifc 
,y numberlefs doubts, delays, and mifunderftandings, betweeq 
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** the two countries, and wbich may prove equally eletrimental 
** to both. — [ — The treaty Is now open, and may poflibly be 
** foon re-afTumed, either here or in England. I am confident, 
** that the American minifters, Mr. Adams, Do6tor Franklin, and 
** Mr. Jay, will moft cordially agree to include Ireland, and give 
** her every poflible equal commercial advantage, but that can-^ 
" not be done, except Ireland is included in the prefent, or foijie 
'* other treaty." 

In a letter he received from a gentleman now in Philadelphia, 
but a member of the firft confequence in the (late of Virginia, 
dated the 4th of laft September, the following hint is given : 

** Should a commercial treaty between thofe States and Great 
*' Britain take place, I would recommend it to you to have 
** your kingdom fpecifically mentioned, either in the body of the 
•* treaty> or by an additional article, for it feems that your parlia- 
** ment is now the fole regulator of Irilb commerce, confequeiit- 
** ly if your nation is not acknowledged as a contra6ling party, 
'* your (hips may be delayed, and your merchants fufFer materi- 
^* ally by the omiflion. It is better to fettle thofe matters at firft, 
** than leave them liable to future difquifition. I would alfo 
** advife you to have confuls or agents appointed in thefe States, 
f* as circutnftances may frequently require their interpofition in 
** the naval, as well as the mercantile line. Suppofe a difpute 
?* (as two have lately occurred between Captain Gibf6n of the 
f^ Mayflower, and Captain Traynor of the Betfy,) flibuTd a- 
*' rife between the owners or captains of any IriQi or Britifh (hip, 
** and fuch difpute not be immediately cognjzable by the ftate in 
•* whofe harbour fuch fliip (hould happen to be, that nation mud 
** fuffer, which has not a conful or agent to fupport its rights, 
f* or folicit the protedlion of the ftate." 

I have laid this information before the proper judges. I do not 
intend to embarrafs goveriMnent by tendering any refolutions at 
prefent; I only folicit juftice for my country, ana requeft that 
thofe whofe duty it is, will take thofe matters into immediate con- 
fideration. The treatv was open on the 4th of this month j no 
time, not even one poix ought to be loft. The treaty might be 
(igned, and Ireland Itft out. — If that (hould happen, this natiort 
will experience greater difficulties than we fuffer by the treaty 
vj];\\ the perftdjous Portugueze^ This Houfe will then be farced 
to take it up in the warmcft manner, and fend Irish Comrailli- 
oncTs to Paris. Per the prefent, I fliall leave it in the hands of thofe 
>yho have both power an^l abilities to do us juftice, and I truft they 
are defirous of preventing future jealoudes. 

Mr. Telbam laid, that though (bmewhat embarrafTed, he could 
not think of keeping filence upon fuch an occafion ; the Honour- 
able Baronet had read two letters, to which a^owing every de- 
gree of weight, he was fure ;t woqld never be admitted that ire- 
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land was excluded from the benefit of every treaty in which fliC 
was not mentioned by name ; he afTured the Houfe that his Mi^ 
jefty's minifters were not inattentive to the interefts of Ireland, 
and would wilh to know tf it was thought neceflary by the Houfe 
that Ireland (hould be particularly' named, as minifters were re- 
folved to adopt that or any other mode which could give this na- 
tion moft perfed fatisfadion. He was, he faid, afraid that the 
treaty was not {o near being concluded as the Honourable Baro« 
net imagined; but afTured the Houfe .that he would inform his 
Majefty's minifters that a dpubt had arifen that* the interefts of 
Ireland would not be attended to, and urge them to demonftrate 
the contrary, which they were well inclined to do. 

Sir Ednvard Njnv€nham declared his perfedl fatisfadtion, and, 
his firm reliance on the declaration of the Right Honourable Se* 
cretary, 

Mr. Fitzgibbcn faid, that an aiEt pafled laft feflion of parlia- 
ment, by which fever a 1 laws of England, deemed advantageous 
to this country, had been adopted altogether as laws of Ireland, 
that by confldering the fubjed, he was led to an opinion, that it 
would prevent much inconvenience if fuch laws as Ireland chofc 
to receive, were to be enaded in terms: he confcflcd, indeed, 
this would be an arduous work, as the whole ftatute book maft be 
exahiined and conficiered, but with the aid and afRftance of the 
Houfe he would attempt ft. He therefore moved fbr a committee 
to take the fubjedt into confideration. 

Mr. Gardiner prefented a petition from the Governors of the 
Houfe of Induftry, praying aid. 

Mr. Gardiner moved, that the truflices of the linen manufac- 
ture (bould lay before the Houfe an account of all fums of money 
difburfed for the promotion and encouragement of that manufac* 
ture, from their infiitution to tbeprefentday* 

Mr. pofter moved for leave to bring in a bill to facilitate and 
promote the intercouife between this kingdom and America. 

The Attorney General moved for leave to bring in a bill to re- 
gulate the Admiralty of Ireland; and for leave to bring in a bill to 
indemnify all perfons advifing or enforcing the late embargo. 



Tuesday^ October 38, 1783. 

The Hon. John Bourke prefented a petition from the governors 
of the work-houfe. 

Ordered to lie on the table, and committed for to-morrow. 

Several public accounts ordered yefterday were prefented, 
the tides read, and ordered to lie on the table. 
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A petition was prefented from the Right HonouraMe Henry 
Flood and Sir Frederick Flood, Bart, complaining of an undue e- 
ledion, through the tondudt of Lodge Morres, Efq; High, Sheriff 
of the county of Kilkenny, by which John Egar and John Burke 
O'Flaherty, Efqrs. have been returned for the borough of Callan. 

Ordered to be tried the 4th of December. 

The order of the day being read for opening the committee of 
accounts, the Houfe refolved itfelf into a grand committee, the 
Right Hon. John Fofter in the chair, 'but immediately adjourned to 
the next day, and the Houfe reaiTumed. 

The Right Hon. Luke Gardiner moved, that the proper officer 
lay before the Houfe the quantity and value of all goods, wares, 
and merchandize imported from Great Britain' for the ten years, 
ending the :j 5 th of March laft. 

That the proper officer lay before the , Houfe an account of all 
old and new drapery imported during the fame period, diftinguifh- 
ing their qualities and prices. 

That the proper officer lay before the Houfe an account of all 
yarn exported from hence to Grpat Britain during the above 
period. 

That the proper officer lay before the Houfe an account of all 
woollens exported antecedent to the year 1692. . 

All which were ordered accordingly. 

Sir Henry Carventiijb moved, that the proper officer lay before the 
Houfe an account of the peniions on the civil eftablilhment, that 
have ceafed by death or otherwife, from lady-day, 1 781, to lady- 
day, 1783. 
. Thar the proper officer lay before the Houfe, 

An account of the applications of feveralfums for the ufe of the 
coal-yards in Cork and Dublin. 

Thefums paid in premiums to fifhing vefTels. 
. The particulars of 56,000/. iifued from the treafury, under tte 
head of general officers. 

Ditto of fums, under the head of incidental charges. 

Ditto of premiums to velFels with Irilh coals brought to Dublin. 

Ditto of falaries on the revenue eftablifhment. 

Ditto under the head of wine warrants. 

Mr. Tolery after adverting to the very great inaccuracy of the 
laws refpefting the regulations of police and houfes of correction, 
faid he had a motion to make for leave to bring va. a bill on that 
head. He faid there was not one houfe of correction made any ufe 
of at prefent, through the whole kingdom of Ireland. That it fell 
to his lot to know how ufeful fuch inftitutions muft prove, fince 
the a6t for tranfportation had failed to have any efficacy, as there 
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was n6 punifhment introduced in its room. He then moved fof 
leave to bring in a bill to amend the a6t already pafled, for enforce 

ing hard labour, and for tranfportation of delinquents. Leav^ 

granted* 

The Recorder bore teftimony to the very great neceflity there 
was at prefent for fuch a law ; but it was alfo necefTary he faid to 
have it paiTed before Chriftmas* 

The Prorvoji moved for leave to bring in a bill to deliver from 
confinement all perfons difcharged by proclamation, but detained 
for their fees. 

He faid this bill Was a copy of one obtained in England^ by the 
moft remarkable perfonage that had appeared in Europe for many 
centurifeSfc Mr. Howard^ this gentleman, with the moft benevolent 
heart, had devoted the earlier part of his life in improving a mode- 
rate fortune, by aAfngasa father to his tenants, encoi^iraging theni 
to induftry, in promoting their profperity, and ultimately hisown^ 
in raifing up around him what ought to be the pride, and is the 
ftrength of every country, a refpedahle independent yeomanry. His 
fuccefs in this undertaking, and his amiable difpolltion, foon 
caught the attention of the neighbouring gentlemen, and he was 
perfuaded to accept the office ofiherifFfor his county ; in this fi- 
tuation he thought it his duty frequently to vifit the county jail, 
and his humanity foon interefted him to allay the miferies the 
wretched prifoners oftentimes unjuftly fufFer, as far as wifdora, 
diredled by tendernefs, could go ; he reformed the jail of his own 
county, and from that was induced' to proceed round all England ; 
nay he did not confine his benevolent intentiojis to England only^ 
for there is fcarce a dungeon in Europe that he has not infpeded, 
that the unhappy every where may tafte of his benevolence. Some 
time fince it waS propofed to him that the thanks of parliament 
fbould be voted as a reward and approbation of his merit. His 
reply was, that he was not ambitious of applaufe — that as to the 
thanks of parliament, he would not give a rufh for them — but if 
they would let him have fomethingin bis own way, if they would 
allow him to turn his labours to the public advantage, he would 
receive it as a favour — he then propofed that this bill Ihould be 
pafled,^ v/hich, at his requell, was granted. The Prtyvoft oblerved, 
that fome time ago a very humane law had been brought in, ta 
enable grand juries to prefent for the fees of perfons acquitted: 
but a partial and opprelfive ufe having fometimes been made of it, 
it by no means anlwered the purpole of the worthy Baronet who 
introduced it ; indeed he faid it was a point of fome difficulty, and 
an object of moment in a free ftate to prevent any of its parts from 
extending beyond its proper bounds, and therefore he thought that 
power, though wifely and humanely intended, Ihould not have 
been lodged with grand juries — their office was to fpread a fiiield 

i 
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to prote£l their iBTWcent fellow-i&illjeQjr, Of to fat (S&ehAets an 
their trial — but it was not their ^i*oviiice to fay^ we* will pfefeht 
the feea of this man who has been aicquitted by hk cou^4t*'y, and 
not of this man, who has been acquitted alfo. The advantage of 
kw fliould extend equally tq^ali thofo' who' are in the feme fituatf^ 
on. He fai\i he himfelf had been for matiy yearfe a- judgie of affize, 
and though he had the happincfs to ftand well- wiuh grand JGrie«y 
yet they had not unfrequently refufed to prefent the fees of per- 
rons acquitted, though recorhmended by him from the bench. 

Sir Hercules Lam^ijbe fecoaded the FrOvoft ; he faid he witfied 
to have made this fopmer law, which had been brought in by him^ 
more exteniive, but \ti thofe days he could not venture to pro- 
j^ofe it.-^ — ^Granted accordingly. 

The P'ro^oji afterwards added, that his idea went in this matted 
to keep every part of the conftitution in its proper ftat'e, and to 
pofnt out the proper line to grand juries fo as to hold the even 
icale of their j\irifdi<5tion, without partiality or felf-intereft. 

S/fr. 'folef thought it beftr to poftpone the laft bill, or to let it 
come in as ^arf of the general police bill. 

The Prc<voJi thou^it it better to let it (land' upon its own ground* 

Mr. Toler fa d, he had another tnotidn to make, which was of 
fbme confequence to the caufe of juftice. It was in refpeft' to re- 
cognizajices before niagiftrates, for profecution, appearance, &c< 
a' matter vefy trivial in opinion, and by the flattern manner in 
which' they were paiTed over, not a fifteenth part coming, into the 
cafual revenue — becaufe fuch matters came through many hands 
before they reached the fub-lherifF, and v hen it came to him, too 
often made a pretext of revenge and opprellion. He moved for 
leave to bring in a bill for furthering juftice, by enforcing the pe- 
nalty of recognizance before magiftrates, &c. and at the commillion 
ofo};er and terminer, arid other courts of juilice. — Leave granted. 

The petition of Thomas Tennifonagainft Theophilus Glements, 
for an- undue el'exStion for the county of Leitrim ; and the petition 
of William Smyth for the fame,, for the county of Weftmeath, 
vi^re received and referred ; the firfl to the 29th of November, 
and the fecond to^ the 3d' of December. 

Mr. Crofton propofed a bill to afcertain the qualifications o( 
members ferving. in parliament, viz. that a knight oTtheihireihould 
poffel's 600I. per ann. real eftate^ clear of all incumberances ^ 
and a citizen or burgefs 300L with exception of the College and 
city of Dublin. 

The Br<yuofi faid, if Dublin was to be excepted,, being. a trad- 
ing city, and likely to be reprefented by a merchant, W"hofe for- 
tune* might be perfonal, Cork ought to-have the fame exemption^ 

TJie Recorder rejeded the principle of the bill, and denied the 
practicability of it. If, faid he, we were fure tlwt virtue wasal- 
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ways jm attendant upon riches, the principle of the bill would he> 
a gvood one ; but unhappily we know the contrary is fa6t, for 
tfaofe who have moft, the men who are wallowing in-wealth, are 
ftill for having a little more ; on the contrary, there are many 
fhininginftances of the poorer men maintaining inflexible virtue. 
We have all heard of Andrew Marvel, who could Return the fe- 
cond and the third day to his bone of mutton, "and defpife the 
wages of venality. But as to the pradicability of this bill, it is no- 
torious that in England, from whence it is copied, qualifications 
for members to ferve in parliameht are bought and fold ^as openly 
and as frequently as any other commodity. ♦ 

Sir Ed'uard Nenvenham, — There is no doubt, but the prefent 
bill in England is notoriou fly- evaded ; therefore, though the bill 
now tendered may not be perfed, it b our bufmefs to render it 
effedual j we know the errors of the Engli(h bill, and may regu- 
late this bill accordingly ; few bils are perfe6l on their Rrft intro- 
duction. 

The Clerk now proceeded to read the bill at the table, when 
fome inaccuracies being found, Mr. Crofton withdrew it for the 
prefent. 

Sir H, Cauendijh moved, *' that the condition of this country 
demands that every pratlicable retrenchment, confident with the 
fafety thereof, and with the honourable fuppo \X of his Majefty's 
government, (hould be made in its expences." 

Mr. Majan obferved, that as the queftion was one of a number 
intended by the Hon. Baronet, he might with ftri£t parliamentary 
order objedl to its being brought forward alone, but he rather 
chofe to objedt to it as being offered at a moft improper time, be- 
fore the national accounts could have been examined. They 
had indeed been but juft read by their titles, and a committee 
ordered to infpedt them, but as that committee had not report- 
ed, the Houfe had no information on which to found the refolufi- 
on : in order therefore to have the queftion, to whofe obje6t he 
was a friend, fairly inveftigated, he advifed the Hon. Baronet to 
withdraw it till the Houfe had full information on the fubject, 
otherwife he would move the previous queftion, whether the 
Hon. Baronet's refolution be now put. 

Sir Henry Ca^uendijh faid, he would offer a very few words, to 
Ihew the Houfe that this was the proper time for bringing on hia 
motion. The public accounts he faid, had juft been received, 
and taking it for granted they were accurate, they were fuliicienc 
ground to found his refolution upon ; it was therefore unneceiTa- 
ry to wait for the report of the committee of accounts, for when 
that would be made, the time for retrenchment would be paft.— 
It was not, he faid, necefiary for gentlemen to make ule of a previ- 
ous queftion to get rid of his reiolution} they might if they couW 
deny the truth of it, give it a dircdt negative. But I will, con- 
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tinued he, tell gentlemen my motives to prevent them from guef* 
fing. If ever there was a time when a plan of oeconomy was ne- 
ceffary, and might be propofed with a profpeft of fuccefs, it is 
the prefent. When the Dufce of Portland was Lord Lieutenant, 
ceconomy was the very foul of his adminiftration ; and had it con- 
tinued, this motion would have been unneceflary. That illuf- 
trious nobleman is now at the head of theBritifli miniftry, and we 
have a chief governor high in his confidence, and who will re- 
ceive every fupport and alliftance from his friendfhip. Our pre- 
fent Lord Lieutenant has himfelf, I am confident, every good 
difpoiition towards this country; and of the Right Honourable 
Gentleman, his fecretary, I would fay much, was he notnow pre- 
fent. Befides all thefe favourable circumftances, we have a new 
parliament, not bound by continued afts of prodigality to make 
their prefent condudt conuftent with their paft. 

From the year 1755, to 177 1, the national expence had been 
increafing, he faid, to a moft alarming fum; and then heftatedfe- 
Verally the growth of each eftabliihroent in expence to its prefent 
moft alarming corrupt influence. The national debt was now 
little (hort of two millions, whereas in 1755 there was a credit 
due to the nation of upwards of 400,000/. He underftpod, he 
faid, that one-third of the Houfe confided of new members, and 
he expedled from them more virtue, than from thofe long hack- 
neyed in the ways of prodigality ; if they could avoid the little 
legerdemain of the court, and not fall into that fettled fyftem of 
corruption, which too remarkably diftinguilhed the adminiftration 
of 1771, when it was remarkable under the influence of a certain 
junto at the guidance of afl^airs, to fay, ** fupport my job, and I 
will fupport yours" — and thus they danced away the public 
wealth whilft poor Ireland paid the piper. To the honour of 
Lord Slorthington hemuft confefs, that he ftrongly recommended 
oeconomy from the throne, and believed it a fincere recommen- 
dation. 

Captain Bur^h remarked, that the Right Honourable Baro- 
net had expatiated much on the ftate of afl^airs in 1771, but he 
had delivered no opinion of the affairs of 1783. The committee 
of accounts was not to be waited for, nor even the perufal of 
thofe papers which the Right Honourable Gentleman himfelf had 
called for, which moft certainly implied a doubt of the ground he 
went over ; nor was he even willing to make any allowances for 
the exigencies which caufed the raifin^ men for the war, nor any 
other contingent circumftance which led to the increafe of nation- 
al expence. 

Mr. Monk Mafon argued again, that the motion was premature^ 
and as fuch moved the previous queftion^ 

Sir Edward Newertham. — The prefent Britifli miniftry took the 
royal clofet by aflault, under pretence of oeconomy^ and leflen* 
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ing the undue influence of the crown — they have deceived the 
people — for here, riieir fubftitutes prove the friends of prodigali- 
. ty, and enemies to oeconomy ; in power, their fentiments and 
anions are the very reverfe of what they were when out of power. 
— The hypocrifyis too glaring. 

Mr. Browne of the College, recommended the accounts to the 
year 1781, to be taken as the foundation of this motion. 

Mr. Flood,— \ find myfelf litde capable of fpeaking to this quef- 
tion, opprefTed with ficknefs as I am ; not in the leaft degree ex- 
pecting fuch a queftion this night, and more aftonilhed than ever 
I was in my life, to find the leaft fymptom of oppofition rifing 
on the ptber fide of the Houfc. The oppofition to it Ihould origi- 
nate here, -for the refolution does not go as far as it ought to do. 
In Lord Townlhend*s adminiikation, a refolution was propofed, 
** that the condition of this country required every practicable re- 
trenchment to be made in its expences ;" and the adminiftration 
of that day thought they had done enough, and allowed them- 
felves latitude fufficient, by amending it with thefe words — ccn- 
ftflent ivith the ^welfare thereof^ and the honourable fupport of his ma- 
jefty^s government — tho' the refolution fo amended, ftood then ex- 
actly like the prefent motion. [Here the clerk, at Mr. floods de- 
fire, read the former refolution.] But I think this motion ftill al- 
lows too great an inlet to public pr'ofufion. Some men will think 
of their own welfare, when the welfare of the country is the ob- 
ject, and include their own fupport within the honourable fupport 
of his Majefty's government; I did not, therefore, think any man 
on the fide of adminiftration would have oppofed the motion 5 I ra- 
ther fuppofed they would have called out in triumph to let it pais ; 
they would have exulted to fee ** the new commons, the new 
country," Ireland, in its emancipated and dignified ftate, tolerate 
the nojifenfe that was current in Lord To wnfhcnd's adminiftration. 

I am as ^v^illing as any man to pay compliment to miniftry, 
both here and in England, to allow them every degree of credit 
for their honourable intentions ; I have not the imalleft ground 
of animofity or refentment to them, and when I hear oeconomy 
reconimended from the throne, almoft in the words of the Ho- 
nourable Baronet, I am aftoniOied at an oppofition to his motion. 
Indeed, I believe the words of that recommendation were by feme 
accident mifplaced, or that government has not digefted the plan 
of retrenchment; they Ihould not have followed immediately the 
mention of the Genevan Colony, a body of virtuous men, who to 
avoid the moft ignominious flavery, have Ibught an afylum in the 
arms of this'country. It was not the proper place to ufe the words 
oeconomy. It there dilgraces the virtuous and generous aCt of men 
who have juft recovered their own liberty; by placing it there, 
we may lofe a great deal of honour, tut can fave very little mo- 
'ney. But it is not in fuch little things we are to look for relief—^ 
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our retrenchments (bould reach eftablilhmentSr and not like Eng-^ 
land plunge deeper each day in ruin. Miniftry both here and in 
that langdom, have been often warned-of the fatal confequencesf 
that muft follow, but thefeVarnings have been treated as the vifi- 
ons o( fpeculatii^e men. England, that great and mighty coun- 
try, novir daggers under a load of debt, diftreffed and difmem- 
bered, her expences overwhelm her i and where is the man who 
will fay (he ijiall be redemeed ? Where is the man who will fay, I 
will redeem her, and will fay how ? Though every little minif- 
ter, or every little man who imagines he is a minifter, is ready 
to undertake the management ofher affairs : wkere is the man who 
will fay that Ireland ought to have a peace eftablifhment of 15,000 
men ? When the augmentation took place m Lcrd Townfhend's 
adminiftration, this country was unable to bear it, and fmce that 
day we have been involving her deeper and deeper, becaufe we 
at firft engaged her in an undertaking beyond her ftrength : — 
when all the world united againil Britain, and {he wasfurrounded 
with enemies on every fide, we gave way to the feelings of our 
hearts and Tpared her 4000 men, and fome time after in the mo- 
jiient de flagrante belto^ we granted her more than half our remain- 
ing^roops ; if then in time of war the country could fubdft with- 
out troops, will any man fay, that in time of profound peace (he 
ought to fupport 15,000 men? No, now is the time for reducing 
y,our military eflabiilhment — ^let your intention be known this day, 
that the Right Honourable Secretary niay have time to commu- 
nicate with England : if you neglcd the prefent opportunity, 
no miniiler hereafter wnll have even a pretence for reftoring the 
finances of this country. 

1 am no partizah either here Or in England,.! can gain nothing 
by it i I am ready i'neither place, like a man," to fupport mini(- 
ters' while they are right, and whenever they are wrong to oppofe 
them, and refill their meafures. At prefent lliope my honourable 
friend will allow me to alter his motion, and (late a precife idea } 
I would have it run thus : ** Refolved, that the condition, of this 
country requires every practicable retrenchment, &c. and that 
the military eftabliihment in its prelcnt (late, affords room for ef- 
fedtual I'etrenchment.'* 
, I love the army as a body of brave aijd worthy men, but I 
would not fa^rifice the kingdom to their benefit. Now, Sir, if 
minifters really mean oeconomy, they will agree with this amend- 
ment of mine ; if not, they will amufe us with words only. 

Mr. George Ponjonby — Sir, I can fee as plainly as any man the 
intent of the refledtions thrown upon your predeceffor in the 
chair ; and I muft fay, as to the mover of this refolution, that no 
iiifapprobation of his gives me any but a pleafurable fenfation: 
and I do at all times jfeel that fupreme contempt for his difappro- 
bation and .opinion, which 1 now take the liberty to declare. Mr. 
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Ponfonhy then entered into a defence of his father's (the late Speak- 
er) conduct — he recited the hiftory of that time — He faid that Mr. 
Flood had exerted himfelf to fupport his father's intereft againft 
Lord Townlhend's attacks ; and afked, why, when virtue in the 
fhape of Lord Townfhcnd had ^overturned intereft, the alledged 
fyftem of profufion had not been overturned alfo ? He declared 
his firm reliance on the Duke of Portland and his friends, that they 
intended an efFe6lual and fatisfaftory reform j and concluded that 
if the Hon. Baronet thought the circle in which he fat was com- 
pofed of men grown old in iniquity, it would be but charitable for 
him to come amongft them, as only from his virtuous contaft and 
indefatigable labours, they could hope to be brought into the road 
of righteoufnefs. 

Mr. Flood faiidf he had notfupportedMr. Ponfonby's intereft, but 
he had oppofed Lord Townfhend's adminiftration : he laid this to 
exculpate Mr. Ponfonby from the charge of ingratitude, for when 
he had felt the hand of power, Mr. Ponfonby had not fupported 
him ; but he never looked at fucli little things as the intereft of 
particular men or their parties $ they appeared great indeed to the 
men who were engaged in them, but in the eyes of the man who 
contemplates the public welfare, they vahilh into nothing. Had 
I, faid he, been his father's fupporter, the Hon. Gentleman 
but ill requited me, when in his loudeft tone, he cried out to have 
me difmifled, and feemed to reproach minifters with pufillanimity 
for delaying the fentence. He declared, indeed, that he had no . 
perfonal diflike to me, but it was only to oblige one or two parti- 
cular friends ; yet the Gentleman boafts of whig principles, whig 
connexions ; whig friends he may juftly boaft, but fuch conduS 
was a manifeftation of whig apoftacy, God and nature have el^ 
tablifhed this limit to power, it cannot long fubfift divefted of redti- 
tude. Do we mean to take up the works of retrenchment our- 
felves, or will we leave it to others to do for us ? Will we re-r 
trench our own expences, or leave it to others to ceconomize for 
us ? If we proceed upon this bufinefs, the people will ftand 
grateful and admiring Ipeftators of our progrefs, if not, they may 
perhaps take it up themfelves ; let us then adt honeftly, Fet us tell 
Great-Britain what no man can deny, that the military is the place 
to make retrenchment. I will fuppofe minifters as good as any 
man can wifli, but 'tis our duty to give them opportunity of exer- 
ciiing their honeft intentions, 

Mr. George Ponfonby utterly denied his ever calling for the dif^ 
miflaj of the Hon. Gentleman ; he repeated his words, which, he 
faid, could not bear that interpretation. 

The Speaker earneftly exhorted gentlemen to avoid any per»» 
fonality, and informed them, that it was againft the order of the 
Pioufe to mention any thing which had been fpoken in a forn^Qr 
debate, 
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Mr. Scott sj^itly approved tke uiterference of the chair, and de- 
clared, that it had prevented his rifing to the fame purpofe. 

Mr. Bu/be laid, the relblution required time to confider it ; it 
involved much matter : he recolleded, indeed, our fending 4000 
men to die in the Weft Indies, at a time when we dared not fend 
a fhroud to bury them in. V/hy, continued he, do we appoint a 
committee of accounts, if we do their bufinefs before they meet ? 
Mr. Pelham — I do not hefitate to declare, that I am an enemy 
to previous queftions whenever they can be avoided. I think they 
ihould not be propofed. — I would almoft at any time, rather meet 
a motion in the tirft inftance, than get rid of it in this way ; and 
if ever there was a queftion that I was ready and defirous to enter 
upon immediately, it is the prefent, for 1 concur in the intention 
of it ; — befides I feel myfelf fo flattered and encouraged by the 
manner in which the Hon. Gentleman has fpolcen of the miniftry 
here, and in England, whom he has promifed to fupport, if their 
views and purfuits be fuch as he approves ; that nothing 
but the ncceiiary />riwi of, prevents my now concurring in the mo- 
tion, as propofed by the Honourable Baronet. But no injury can 
poilibly refult from our pofle fling all poffible information, and in 
this kingdom you have an advantage, which they have not in Eng- 
land, that of feeing the accounts of the two laft years, by whidi 
you are with certainty directed in your future proviiions. Now, 
Sir, if the Honourable Baronet will make his motion, aninftrudion 
to the committee of accounts, I have no objection to it ; on the 
contrary, I would wi(b to be confidered as a friend to its views 
and principles ; — but I think it would be very unbecoming to make 
any declaration, till the Honourable Gentlemen who have ma- 
naged public finances at the different boards for two years paft, 
fhall have produced and explained their accounts ; and from their 
known diligence and great abilities, I have the higheft expectation 
of afliftance in making all poffible retrenchment. 

The Prime-Serjeant (Mr. Kelly) declared his diflike to the pre- 
vious queftion, and that at a proper time, he would fupport the 
motion of the Honourable Baronet, but for the prefent, iie thought 
the beft way to get rid of» it by an amendment, ** That the com- 
mittee of accounts not having yet made their report, the motion 
was. premature." 

Mr. Mafon could not conceive how a gentleman fhould (b much 
diflike the previous queftion, and yet be ready to fubftituie a pa- 
raphrafe on the previous queftion. He faid he was as much a 
friend to the fpirit of the refoiution as any man, and pledged 
himfelf, that at a proper time he wauld fupport it, but at this 
time, he faid, it could not be entered on without a. manifeft breach 
of parliamentary order ; — for there was a ftanding rule, that no 
fupply could be granted till after the committee of accounts had 
made their report. 
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Mr. Grattan, — I ihall not trouble you long, nor take up the 
time of the Houfe, by apologizing for bodily infirmity, or the af* 
feftation of infirmity. — I (hall not fpeak of myfelf, or enter into 
a defence of my charadter, having never apoftatized. — I think ii is 
notneceflary for the Houfe now to inveftigate what we know to be 
faft. I think it would be better to go into the bufinefs, as the Houfe 
did upon another occafion, without waiting the formality of the 
committee's report. — As to myfelf, the honourable reward that a 
grateful nation has beftowed upon me, for ever binds me to make 
every return in my power, and particularly to oppofe every un- 
necefTary expence. I am far from thinking with the Honourable 
Gentleman, as to the fpeech, and 1 believe he will find inftances 
where oeconomyhas been recommended from the throne, but prodi~ 
gality pradifed. This was the cafe in Lord Harcourt's admini- 
ftration . An adminiftration which had the fupport of the Hon , Gen- 
tleman, and therefore he, of all men, cannot be at a lofs to rejeft 
that illulbry oeconomy, whicji has fo often appeared in the fpeeches 
of Lord Lieutenants. With refpedt to the Genevefe, I never could 
have thought it poiHble to give the fpeech fuch a bias as has beea 
mentioned, and that people will be deceived, if they give credit 
to any declamation that infers from the words of the fpefech, any 
thing but an honeft oeconomy in applying the public money fairly 
to their ufe. The nation has derived great honour from this tranf- 
adtion, and I would be forry to have it tarnilhed by inference and 
inftnuation. 

In 177 1, when the burdens of the country were comparatively 
fmall, I made a motion (imilar to this ; the Hon. Gentleman then 
oppofed me, I have his fandlion, now, that I was right, and he 
was wrong ; and I fay this, that though gentlemen may for a 
whife vote againft retrenchments, they will at laft fee the neceffity 
of them, Yet while 1 think retrenchment abfolutely neceifary, I 
am not very fure that this is juft the time to make it in the army, 
'—now when England has a&ed juftly, 1 will not fay generoully, 
— now when (he has loft her empire — when Ihe ftill feels the 
wounds of the laft unhappy war, and comforts herfelf only with 
the faithful friendlhip of Ireland, If in 1 769, when the liberries 
of Ireland were denied, and thofe of America in danger, it was 
thought unadvifeable to retrench our army, there can be no fuch 
reafon to reduce it now, when both are acknowledged and confirm-^ 
ed. When we voted 4090 men to butcher our brethren in Ame- 
rica, the Hon. Gentleman (hould have oppofed that vote ; but 
perhaps he will be able to explain the propnety of fending 4000 
Irifh men thither. But why not look for retrenchment in the re- 
venue and other departments. In my mind, the proper mode 
would be, to form a fair eftimate of what would be a reafonable 
peace eftabliihment, and reduce our feveral departments to it. 

Mr. Flood, — The Right Honourable Member can have no doubt 
of the propriety of my faying a word in reply to what he has dc* 
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livercd ; every member in the Houfe can bear witnefs of the in- 
firmity I mentioned, and therefore, it required but little candour 
tD make a'no6liirnal attack upon that infirmity ; but I am not a- 
fraid ofthe Right Honourable Member, I will meet him any where, 
or upon any ground, by night or by day. 1^ would (land poor- 
ly in my own eiliniHtion, and in my country's opinion, if I did 
not ftand far above him.-^^ — --I do not come here drefled in a rich 
v/ardrobe of words to delude the people — I am not one who has 
promifed repeatedly to bring in a bill of rights, yet does not bring 
in that bill or permit any other perfon to do it — I am not one who 
threatened to impeach the Chief juftice of the King's Bench for 
a6ling under an Englifh law, and afterwards fhriink from that bu^ 
finefs — I am not the author of the fimple repeal — I am not one 
who, after faying the parliament was a parliament of proftitutes, 
endeavoured to make theirvoices fubfervient to my intereft — I am 
not one who would come at midnight, and attempt by a vote of 
this Houfe to (lifie the voice of the people, which my egregious 
folly had raifed againft me — I am not the gentleman who fubfifts 
upon your accounts — I am not the mendicant patriot who was 
bought by my country for a fum of money, and then fold ,my 
country for prompt payment — I am not the man who in this Houie 
loudly complained of an infringement made by England,in includ- 
ing Ireland in a bill, and then fent a certificate to Dangannon that 
Ireland was not included — I never was bought by the people, nor 
ever fold them ; the gentleman fa) s, he never'Upoftatized, but I 
fay I never changed my principles 5 let every man fay t?he fame, 
and let the people believe them if they can. But if it be fo bad a 
thing to take an oifice in the (late, how comes the gentlem.an con- 
nedted with perfons in office ? They, I hope, are men of virtue, 
or how came the gentleman fo cloiely connected with Colonel 
Fitzpatrick: I object tonomanfor being in office ; a patriot in 
office is the more a patriot for being there. There was a time 
when the glories ofthe great Duke of Marlborough fhrunk and wi- 
thered before thole of the Right Honourable Gentleman ; when 
palaces fuperior to Blenheim were to be built for his reception, i 
when pyramids- and pillars were to be raifed, and adorned with 
emblems and infcriptions lacred to his virtue ; but the pillars and 
pyramids are now funk, though then the great Earl of Chatham 
was held inferior to him ; however, he is ftill io great, that^the 
queen of France, I dare fay, will have a long made on the name 
of Grattan. 

Lord Harcourt pra6tifed oeconomy — but what was the oecono- 
jny ofthe Duke of Portland ? — 1 00,000 ^ was voted to raife 20,000 
feamen, tho' it wa? well known that one-third of that ULmber 
could not be raifed— and what was the application ofthe money ? 
It was applied to the raifmg ofthe execrated ftncibks. 
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It is faid I fupportedLord Harcourf s adminiftration ; it Is true, 
but I never deferted my principles, but carried them into the ca- 
binet with me. A gentleman, who now hears me, knows that I 
propofed to the privy council an Irifh mutiny bill, and that not 
with a view of any parliamentary grant. I fupported'an abfentee 
tax ; and while I was in office, regiftered my principles in the 
books of government ; and the moment I could not influence go- 
vernment to the advantage of the nation, I ceafed to a6k with them, 
ladlfedfpr myfelf — I was the firft who ever told them that an 
Irifh mutiny bill mud be granted. If this country is now fktis- 
fied, is it owing to that gentleman ? No, the (imple repeal, dif- 
approved and fcouted by all the lawyers in England and in Ire- 
land, (hews the contrary ; and the only apology he can make is, 
that he is no lawyer at all. A man of warm imagination and bril- 
liant fancy will fometimes be dazzled with his own ideas, and 
may fpr a moment fall into error $ but a man of found head could 
not makefo egregious a miftake, and a man of an honeft heart 
would not perhft in it after it was difcovered. I have now done 
— and give me leave to fay, if the gentleman enters often into this 
kind of colloquy with me, he >\jll not have much to boaftofat 
the end of thefelfion, 

Mr. Grattan. — In refpe^ to the Houfe, I could wifh to avoid 
perfonality, and return to the queftion, but I mull requeft liberty 
to explain fome circumflances alluded to by the Hon. Member ; 
the Hon. Member has alluded to St. Chriftopher's bill, I will de- 
clare the fad-^he may tell a ftory — when I received ^ copy of 
that bill, it gave me much pain and much offence ; I thought I 
faw the old intention of binding Ireland by Englifli laws ; 1 there- 
fore fpoke to that effeft in this houfe, I alfo (hewed the bill to all 
the moft able and virtuous men in this kingdom, who were of 
opinion that my fuggeftion was wrong, under this opinion I ac- 
quiefced, and the opinion has juftified it : as to my coming at 
midnight to obtain a vote, impofing filence on the people, I deny 
it ; it was miftated in the papers, my refolution was to declare this 
country free, and that aivy perfon who fhould fjpeak or write ta 
the contrary, was a public enemy. All the Houfe, all the re- 
vered and refpedted charadlers in the kingdom heard me, and know 
what I fay is true. But it is not the (lander of the bad tongue of 
a bad charafter that can defame me, I maintain my reputation in 
public and in private life; no man who has not a bad character can 
fay I ever deceived him, no country has ever called me cheat. 
I will fuppofe a public character, a man not now in this Houfe, 
but who formerly might have been here. — I will fuppofe it was his 
conftant pra^lice to abufe every man who differed from him, and 
to betray every man who trufted him j'l will fuppofe him active, 
I will begin from his cradle, and di\'idc his life into three ftages. 
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in the firft lie was intempemtCy in the iecOnd corrupt, and in the 
third feditious. 

Sappcfe him a great cgoti^, his honour equal to his oath, and 
I will ftop him and fay^ Sir, your talents are not fo great as your 
life is infamous ; you were filent for years, and you were filent 
for money : when affairs of confequence to the nation were de- 
bating, you might be feen pafling by thefe doors like a guilty (pi- 
nt, juft waiting for the moment of putting the queftion, that you 
nri^thop in and give your venal vote ; or, at times, with a vul- 
gar brogue, apeing the manner, and affeding the infirmities of 
Lord Chatham ; or like a kettle-drummer, lather yourfelf into po- 
pularity to catch the vulgar, or you might be feen hovering over 
the dome like an ill-omenM bird of night with fepulchral notes, a 
fradaverous ^pe6t, and broken beak, ready to ftoop and pounce 
upon your prey — you can be tnifted by no man — the people can- 
not truft you — the minifters cannot truft you— you deal out the 
mod impartial treachery to both— -you tell the nation it is ruined 
by other men, while it is fold by you — you fled from the embar- 
go, you fled from the mutiny bill —you fled from the fugar bill — 
1 therefore tell you in the face of your country, before all the 
world, and to your beard — you arc not an honeft man. 

Mr. F/W. — I have heard a very extraordinary harangue indeed, 
and I challenge any man to fay, that any thing half ib unwarrant- 
able, was ever uttered in this Houfe. The Right Honourable 
pentleman fet out with declaring, he did not vdfli to ufe perfon- 
ality, and no fooner has he opened his mouth, than forth iflues all 
i:he venom that ingenuity and difappointed vanity, for two years 
brooding over corruption, has produced — but it cannot taint my 
public charader 5 four and twenty years employed in your fer- 
vice, has eflabliihed that ; and as to my private, let that be learn- 
fed from my tenants, from my friends, from thofe under my own 
roof — to thofe I appeal, and this appeal I boldly make, with ut- 
ter contempt of infinuations, falfe as they are illiberal. The 
whole force of what has been faid, rpfts upon this, that I once ac- 
cepted office, and this is called apoftacy j — but is a man the lefs a 
patriot, for being an honeft fervant of the crown. As to me, I took 
as great a part with the tirft office of the ftate at my back, as ever 
the Right Honourable Gentleman did with mendicancy behind 
him. 

Mr. /''/W proceeded to defend his charadler, when, at a paufe, 
the Speaker took the opportunity to interfere, and with the utmoft 
politenefs, and in the kindisft manner, entreated him to forbear, 
declaring that he had fuffered inexprelfible pain during this con-? 
teft, and that nothing but the calls of the Houfe to hear the two 
members, could have made him fo long fit (ijent. He again be^ 
fought Nil. Mci/ to fit down, and the Houfe joining vvrith ^le 
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Chair, that gentleman, after fundry efforts to Ipeak, was obliged 
(0 dedfly and foon after retired. 

Shortly after. Sir Frederick Flood, who had gone at the requeftof 
the Houfe to bring back his kinfman (Mr. Henry Flood, who had 
withdrawn himfelf ) returned and informed the Houfe he could not 
Hnd him, though he had been at his own houfe, and fome other 
places where he hoped to have met him. . 

The Houfe then refumed the bufinefs of Sir Henty CavendiJbU 
motion, when Mr, Monk Mafon afTured the Right Honourable 
Baronet, that if he would defer* the motion for the prefent, he 
would aflift him in bringing it forward immediately after the com- 
mittee of accounts (hould make their report. 

The Recorder faid, he thought the Right Honourable Mem- 
ber would do right by poflponing it 'till the Houfe might receive 
information from the report of the committee of accounts. 

Captain Burgh likewife requefted it might be deferred till the 
committee reported ; he faid the documents would then be more 
correal, as fome flight miftakes may have happened in the print- 
ing them, which had been hurried on and done in two days time. 

The f'ro^tf^ likewife urged the deferring it 'till the committee 
of accounts made their reports. He faid he had converted with 
many old members that had been in parliament before committees 
of accounts had been eftablifhed, who had much lamented the 
wants of them, as the vouchers of all kinds of king's letters, 
&c. were now laid before them in a much clearer manner than 
they formerly were. 

Mr. Parfons wifhed the gentlemen on the oppofite fide of the 
Houfe (Treafury Bench) would fuffer the queftion to be put at 
once, and let it go abroad to the world that it met with a nega- 
tive from them, if thatfhould be its fate. 

After a few words by Mr. Mafon, the queflion of adjournment 
was called for, when the Speaker arofe to comply with the requeft, 
but was flopped by the Right Honourable Mr. Pelhatn, who faid, 
he mufl oppofe it, upon which a divifion enfued, when there ap- 
peared 

Againfl the adjournment, — — 84 

Forit, • — — — 27 

Tellers for the Noes, Captain Burgh, Mr. Mafon. 
Tellers for the Ayes, Sir Henry Ca'vendijb, and Sir Henry 
Hart/iottge. 

After the divifion. Sir Henry Cofvendijb moved an amendment to 
his former motion, which was oppofed by the Provoji as out of 
rule, and contrary to the ufage of parliament ; it was likewife op- 
pofed by Mr. Fitzgibbon, who alfo propofed an amendment to the 
amendment, 
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Mr, Bfresford, jun. alio fpoke againft it, and told the Right 
Honourable Baronet, he wondered the Houfe would attend to his 
foolifli amendments, &c, (which fet the Houfe in a great fit of 
laughter) after which the amendment was put and negatived with- 
out a divi/ion. 

A'l a elvven o'clock the quefiion of adjournment was agreed to, 
when Mr, Fofler called the attention of the Houfe, by informing 
the Speaker that he thought it would be proper for the prefervati- 
on of the peace, and to prevent any mifchief that might enfue from 
the unhappy difference that arofe between two members of that 
Houfe, as alfo for the dignity of the Houle, that a mode fhould 
be ftruck out for taking them into cuftody, either by the Serjeant 
at Arms, ,the Sheriffs of the citv, or foroe other perfons appointed 
for that purpofe 5 which being fettled, (after the Propo/f^ Mr. 
Bennetf Mr. Gardiner y the Recorder, and fome pther members had 
^oke to the bufinefs) the Speaker , attended by feverai members, 
moft patiently waited a full hour, when General Luttrel informed 
the Speakei", a magiftrate (Alderman Exihaw^ who had taken one 
pf the members, (Mr. Flood^ into cuftody, was then. at the bar, 
and requefted he would lay his commands on him to have the faid 
Member forth coming in the morning, and to ufe his beft endea- 
vours for taking the other into'cuftody. 'Yh^Recordkr likewife, by 
fonfent of the Houfe, ilfued a warrant for that purpofe, after which 
the Houfe adjourned until to-morrow. 



Wednesday, October 29, 1783. 

A letter was read by order, by the Clerk of the Houfe from th^ 
Lord Chief Juftice of the King's Bench, to the Right Honourable 
the Speaker, acquainting him, that in confequence of informati- 
on, he had granted a warrant againft Mr. Grattan and Mr. Flood, 
to cake them into cuftody, dire6led to the fheriff*s, &c, of tl^e 
kingdom ; but from the refpedt his lordfhip entertained for that 
Houfe, he had avoided iffuing the fame for execution till he had 
received the fentiments of the Houfe on that fubjeft. 

The Speaker at the fame time obferved, that he did not think it 
neceflary, nor did he wifli it Ihould be entered on the journals, 
but if the matter was left to him, he would take the moft necelfa- 
ry fteps that could be properly adopted on the occafion. 

The Honourable Jc.f/»j5^vr^f. made feverai motions, that the pro- 
pel officers ftiould lay before the Houfe, accounts of the premiums 
paid upon corn, grain, &c. brought into this city coaftways, by 
nland carriage, and imported, which were agreed to. 

Ordered, that the Speaker do direft bis warrant to the clerk of 
the crown, to ilTue a new writ for the eleflion of a member for the 
borough of Lanefborough, 
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Right Honourable John Fojier then arofe,*ancl faid }ie wilhed to 
bring forward a matter of the utmoft confequehce to Ireland ; it 
was well known that the kingdom of Portugal had unjuftly laid 
reftridions upon our trade : it was, therefore, high time that this 
country {houldtake her condudl into confideration ; and it would 
become us on this occafion to a£t with prudence and with fpirit. 
With fpirit, becaufe if Portugal Hill refufed to give Ireland 
thofe commercial advantages, which, injuftice, we had aright 
to (as the products of that country imported hither could beam- 
ply fupplied to us from other places) he would be one who would 
tax the commodities which came from thence, in fuch a manner, 
as would amount {0 a prohibition. On the other hand, iflhea- 
greed to take our manufaftures, prudence fhould dictate to us t(x 
give every encouragement to her trade ; he thought, therefore, the 
beft mode of inveftigating this matter, would be by a committee^ 
and therefore moved, that a committee be appointed to take into 
confideration the trade of this kingdom with Portugal. 

Mr. Gardiner — I rife. Sir, to fecond the motion of my Right 
Hon. JPriend, and to fuggeft fome things of which I have received 
information. I hear. Sir, the condu6t of the court of Spain to- 
wards this country, has been very diiferent from that of the court 
of Portugal ; formerly Spain laid very heavy duties upon Irifh 
linen, much higher than were impofed on either the French or 
German; but of late, * Sir, I am told, (I really do not 
know whether my information be juft or not) they have ve- 
ry much diminiflied that duty, io as even to put us on an 
equality with the Germans and the French, and that they have 
eftablifhed manufaftories for printing and ftaining linens, which 
thoy fend over to their colonfes ; for this purpofe they have pur- 
chafed from the Englilh merchants within this fhort time, no lefs 
than i 8000 pieces of Irilh linen. Now, Sir, if this be the cafe, 
fee what the confequence is — the Englifli merchant a6ts as our 
fadtor ; he has one profit : we have another : whereas if a direft 
intercourfe was opened between Spain aiwl us, we Ihould be i^ 
poifellion of both the profits. There is another matter which 
would render our diredt trade to Spain, of infinite importance to 
this country, and that is with refpedt to our woollen manufadture- 
All cloths made here, from thirteen to feventeen Ihillings per yard, 
are compofed of a mixture of Irifh and Spanifli wool ; and ail 
cloths from feventeen (hillings per yard and upwards, confift whol- 
ly of Spaniflr wool — this wool we have hitherto been obliged to 
get from England ; and that is a principal caul'e why we have not 
been able to equal her in this branch of trade; for in 
this, too, the Englilh merchant a6ls as a factor : and while Spain 
gets one profit, the faftor gets another ; fo that in England they 
pay but the firft price, and confequently have the Spanifh wool 
inhnitely cheaper. There is alio the article of dye-ftufF, of 
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which we import a confiderable quantity from Spain, through the 
like medium of the Englifb fa6lor, and for which, therefore, we 
pay a double price ; if then the information I have received is 
true, it muft be apparent what advantages will accrue to us from 
a trade with Spain ; — they wotild take our linens at an advanced 
price,/ from that which we are at prefent paid for them, and we 
ihould have in return all necelfary articles from thence, at a much 
lower rate, than we are now able to procure them— if, therefore, 
the condu6l of Portugal Ihould make us lay prohibitory duties on 
the produ6ts of that country, and if we can receive fo many ma- 
terial benefits from a commerce with Spain, I think it would be 
wife in us to lelTen the duties on Spani(h wines : I wilb, there- 
fore, the Right Hon. Gentleman would add the wotds, ** and 
Spain,'** to his prefent motion. I thought to have taken up fome- 
jthing of this kind in the committee of trade now fitting, but I 
fear we have fo much bufinefs already upon our hands, that to en- 
large it would be imprafticable. 

Mr. T^Ier hoped the Right Honourable Gentleman who had jufl 
ipoken, would not infift upon having Spain included in the 'pre- 
fent motion 5 he confidered the bufmefs that was to come before 
the committee moved for, of much greater magnitude than merely 
matters of trade — it would be to inveftigate the nature of treaties, 
andhe (hould be forry to fee a fubjeft of fuch importance frittered 
away — it would be to confider how far Ireland was included in all 
treaties hitherto made by Great Britain, and to h^ deemed a con- 
trading party : Ireland had a right to trade with Portugal by the , 
law of nations ; it was a right founded injuilice, and which Ihe 
would not give up ; it was therefore an affair of the greateft con- 
fequence to Ireland, and particularly at the prefent crifis, when a 
new treaty was to be ratitied; from the refult of this committee, 
would be known what Heps ought to be taken in future. Perhaps 
an addrels to his, majefty might be deemed requifite, and there- 
fore he hoped, when this committee fat, the Right Honourable 
Member who moved this motion, would not confine his enquiries 
to atfairs of trade alone, but would enter minutely into the difcuf- 
fion of the true extent of all treaties between Great Britain and 
foreign Urates. 

Mr., Fojier wifhed his motion to be carried in the manner he had 
made it. He confefled Mr. Garainer^s information as to Spain, 
was perfectly well founded ; but chofe firft to enter upon the con- 
fideration of the tranfadions relative to Portugal, as from fuch 
confideration it could bell be difcovered how we ought to adt re- 
lative to other powers j and when the committee fat, his Honoura- 
able Friend (Mr, Toler J might certainly introduce whatever he 
thought would be proper. 

Mr. Gardiner replied, if gentlemen had any objedion to adding 
Spain to the motion, he would not urge it. 
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Mr. Corfy rofe, and faid, he thought it would be highly proper 
for the committee to be acquainted with what fteps had been 
taken by the Britilh minifters, or how far they had interfered with 
the court. of Portugal on our behalf. He had the greatteft reli- 
ance on the good intentions of his Majefty*s prefent minifters ta 
England towards tfiis country; |ie had the beft opinion of the 
Iri(h minifter, from the ready and liberal attention he had the 
other evening paid to the information given him by a worthy 
Knight (Sir £. Newenham) who had always the beft authority for 
what he communicated to that Houle ; but it was unfortunate 
for this country, on the eve of eftablifhing a great woollen 
manufacture, with the beft inclination of the Engiifli minifter, 
the interefts of the En'glifb nation militated againft our fucceis, 
it would' therefore be right to have every information relative 
to what pafled between the courts of Great Britain and Portu- 
gal, refpe6ting the trade of Ireland, laid before this committee^ 
otherwife En^and might fuffer us to get into a difpute, while 
(he would be a gainer by the quarrel ; he hoped, therefore, a 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pelham) would be prepared to de- 
clare every thing which had paifed between the two kingdoms 
upon the fubjeft. 

Mr. Secretary Pelham faid, every neceflary information (hould 
be readily communicated, and for this purpofe, all papets 
fought by the committee (hould immediately be produced— ^-biit 
fiationed as he was, he could not (it filent and hear an iniinua- 
tion of an Hon. Member, that it is the intereft of his Majefty's 
Englifti minifters to oppofe the profperity and growth of the 
Iriih woollen manufacture. 

Mr. Corry fofe to explain — he did not fay it was the interejt 
of bis Majefty^s minifters ; fo far from it, h« had exprefted the 
higheft confidence of their virtues and good intentions towards this 
kingdom; what he faid was, that it unfortunately happened, 
while this kingdom was on the eve of eftablifhing a great woollen 
trade, it was the intereft of the Englijb nation to fuffer us to get 
into a difpute, where fiie might leave us to ourfelves, and 
benefit by the quarrel. 

Mr. Pelham thanked the gentleman for fetting him right, 
but either way he underftood the Hon. Member in the fame 
light ; for his part, he avowed that he was in the fecrets of 
the Britifh njinifters, and being in their fecrets, though an Eng- 
liftiman himfelf, he could not come over to this country to 
fecond what he was well fatisfied was their intention, if he 
fuffered any thing that was faid either within doors or without, 
to fway with him, or to make him confider, in the fmalleft 
degree, the interefts of this kingdom and Grtat Britain other- 
wile than as united. 
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Mr. LoHgfitld (who had opened the journals) ordered the 
Clerk to read his Majefty's anfwer to that Houfe, upon the 
• addrefs prefented lad feflions relative to the Portugal bufinefs — • 
it was read according, and contained the moft affectionate 
terms, highly applauding the wifdom and prudence of the Irifh 
parliament, and afTuringhis faithful Commons, that he would 
give his minifters, diredly, inilrudtions to interfere, 

Mr. Longfield thought that another addrefs ought now to be 
prefented, in order to know what the refult of that interfe- 
rence was. 

Sir Hercules Langrijbe could not but admire the zeal of gen- 
tlemen for the good of their country, which was thus obftrudl- 
tng the meafures of others, who had no zeal at all (here a 
loud laugh). He begged - pardon, he meant no difference of 
fentiment, though the fame zeal made a difference of opinion \ 
he was fure if the committee was let to fit, every thing would 
turn out fatisfaftory to the general wifh. 

Mr. Toler now rofe, but the Speaker acquainted him, as he 
had already delivered his opinion on the quelHon, unlefs'he 
arofe to explain, he could not fuffer him to proceed ; the order 
of the Houfe had been grofsly infringed the night before, he 
was fure it muft be in the recoUfcdkion of every gentleman pre- 
ient, and he was determined ilriftly to adhe\:e to the rules of 
parliament in future. Mr. Toler immediately acquiefced. 

The Attorney General faid, that laft feffions a motion for a 
committee, fimilar to that at prefeht made, had been moved 
and refufed, becaufe at that time an addrefs was thought pro- 
per. Negociation, it was hoped, would have had a due effedt, 
and therefore it was deemed neceifary to try it \ that negociation 
has taken place, and we are to fuppofe it has been unfuccelsful, 
otherwife the refult of it would have been announced in his 
Excellency's fpeech from the throne. The Ipeech being filent 
upon that head, negociation muft now be confidered as at an 
end. Ireland ought now therefore to flep forward with becom- 
ing fpirit. He hoped that there would be no objeftion to 
going into a committee, and if afterwards gentlemen Ihould 
thin{c an addrefs neceifary, it might be adopted. 

The motion was then agreed to, and a committee appointed. 
Mr. Fqfter moved a variety of refolutions, that the proper officers 
fliould lay before the Houfe an account of all articles of the 
growth, produce, and manufactures of Portugal imported into 
this kingdom for ten years, to the 25th of March, 1783, dif- 
tinguiihing the quality and value of each article. — Agreed to. 

General Cunningham^ in the warmeft terms, extolled the con- 
duct of Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. who, he faid, was a native of 
this country; hisi behaviour had procured him the thanks of 
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both Lords and Commons in England, and an omifllon on our 
part might look like a negle6^: he therefore moved the thanks 
of the Houfe to Sir Eyre Coote ; which pafled nem, con. 

Sir Ed*ward Newenham faid, he had only that moment entered 
the Houfe> therefore was not prepared to note the deficiency thac 
appeared ; that, after having thanked the General, he wa^ fur* 
prifed no thanks were moved to be given to one of the braved 
admirals that ever fought under the Britifh flag, but he would 
(though not a naval officer, or even acquainted with Sir Edward 
Hughes) move on to-morrow, a juft tribute of thanks to tran- 
fcendant merit. ^ 

Sir Edward then moved for leave to bring in a bill for the , 
better advancement of jufHce, by afcertaining the qualifications 
neceffary for perfons taking commiffions of the peace for coun- 
ties at large.— Leave was granted accordingly, 

Mr. Crofton reported a bill for -afcertaining the qualifications 
of members to fit in parliament, which was read, and ordered 
to be read again on this day fe^nnight. — Ordered to be 
printed. 

Sir Henry Cavendijb obferving that the orders of one parlia- 
ment were not binding on another, moved that all orders be 
revived. 

Mr. Fofter thought this too general ; fonac orders would be ' 
improper: there was one, that no motion ihould be made after 
three o*clock in the day \ he imagined therefore that a com- 
mittee ihould be appointed to fee what t>rders were neceffary 
to be revived; at leafl, he hoped the gentleman would not 
4nake his motion 'till to-morrow^ 

Sir Hemy agreed to wait *till then, but could not defifl: *tiil 
a committee fhould make a report ; becaufe while that com- 
mittee was fitting, the confequence would be, the Houfe would 
be without any orders. — ^Adjourned 'till to-morrow. 



Thursday, October. 30, 1783. 

Mr. Burke prefented ja petition of the comroiffioncrs for promot- 
iog and carrying on the inland navigation in Ireland, praying a re- 
newal of the tillage duties for the term of twenty-one years, with 
fuch further aid as to the wiidom of the Houfe fball ieem meet, 
for enabling the petitioners effectually to compleat the' great 
sational works now in execution. 

£ 
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Ordered, that fatd petition be referred to the confideration 
of a committee, 

Mr. Cuffe prefented a petition from Richard Gore, Efqj pray- 
ing leave to bring in a bill for fettling the will of the late Earl 
of Arran, and for payment of debts. — Referred to a committee. 

Right Hon. John Fofter prefented the petition of David 
Bofquet, praying for aid in the copper manufadbure, and of hi« 

flatting and rolling mills. Alfo, a petition from John and 

Henry Allen, woollen-manufadturers, praying aid to eftabliih a. 

manufadtory in the county Wicklow, -Referred to a coin- 

mittee. ■ 

Mr. Harthy prefented a petition from the minifter, church- 
wardens, &c. of St. Nicholas without, praying aid for rebuild- 
ing faid church. 

Mr. CUments prefented the accounts between the national 
l)ank and the treafury, as ordered on a former day, 

Mr. Smith prefented fundry accounts of corn carriage by land 
and the canal, with bounties paid on the fame* — ^Ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Sir Edward Newenhtm exprefled the fatisfa6tion it gave htm 
to move a refolution in favour of as brave, and as worthy an 
officer, as ever fought ; he heard of Sir Edward Hughes's eminent 
and diftinguiihed condudt, from one who fought againft -bira, 
and who acknowledged, that it was owing to his abilities, 
courage, and perfeverance, that the Britifh fleet was fo fuccelT- 
ful on the lych of February; that, when an enemy praifes 
his opponent, there cannot be a ftronger proof of his virtues. — 

Sir Edward then moved, and was feconded by Mr. Grif- 
fith, 

" That the thanks of this Houfe be given to Sir Edward 
Hughes, Knight of the moft Hon. Order of the Bath, for the 
important fervices performed by the fquadron under his com- 
mand, in the Eaft Indies, on the 17th of February, and the 
lath of April, 1782." 

" That the thanks of this Houfe be given to Commodore 
Richard King, the captains and officers, and fcamen, for the 
important fervices performed by the fquadron under the com- 
mand of Sir Edward Hughes, in the Eaft Indies, on the 17 th of 
February and 12th of April, 1782 ; and that Sir Edward Hughes 
do fignify the fame to them.'* 

** That the Speaker do tranfmit a copy of the fame to Sir 
Edward Hughes." — 

Agreed to nem, con, 

Mr. Griffith^ after apologizing for his own diffidence, and 
lamenting that fome member of greater ability had not done 
ity moved the thanks of the Houfe to Sir Robert Curtis^ for 
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Kf gallant behaviour during the (lege of Gibraltar, and for hh 
great humanity and uncommon abilities exercifcd in faving the 
rives of the officers and foldiers belonging to the enemy. 

Agreed to nem, con, and the Speaker to communicate the faid 
thanks, &c. 

Mr. St. George prefented the barrack accounts, as ordered on 
a former day. — Referred to the committee of accounts. 

Lord Charles Fitzgerald prelented a petition from the under- 
takers of the Grand Canal, praying the loan of 50,000/. to 
complete the navigation from the, harbour of Dublin, to the 
river Barrow; the principal allegations in which petition were, 
that they have expended their whole capital of 100,000/. 
That they have perfe<5led a navigation for 27 miles from the 
city of Dublin. That the work is incomplete until its com- 
munication with the rivers Barrow and Shannon be opened. 
That the. carriage of goods on the line is amazingly reduced; 
that is, to two-pence an Irifli mile per ton on all goods, ex- 
cept lime, lime-ftone, turf, building-flones, bricks, paving- ftone?, 
gravel, foil, dung and manure for lands, which are only a 
half-penny a mile per ton. That the manufa6turers of Dublin, 
who confume Kilkenny coals, will immediately fave fifteen 
thoufand pounds per annum, in the difference between 2/. los, and 
18;. 4^, per ton. That when the communication is opened be- 
tween Dublin and Lough Allen, the nation will fave in the ar- 
ticle of coals 239,000/. per annum. That when they procure 
the loan of 50,000/. it will enable them on their own bottom 
to complete the work, and repay the loan. 

Sir Henry Cavendijb moved that all orders for regulating and 
keeping" due order in the Houfe be revived. 

Ux:tofter faid, Notwithftanding he fmcerely and heartily wilhed 
that ^proper order and due decorum (bould be ftridtly oblerved 
*n the Houfe, he muft oppofe the Right Hon.' Member's motion 
as it then ftood 5 for, by including all orders, great confufion 
would arife ^ as many of the orders which had been raadcr 
could not be clofely adhered to, without retarding the bufinefe 
of the Houfe, and appearing diredlly contrary to many now in 
ufe, and eftablifhed by cuftom. 

Mr. Monk Mafon faid a few words in oppofition to the motion, 
and placed it in fo ludicrous a light as to fet the Houfe in 
laughter. 

The Pro^jojl arofe, and, amongft other reafons, aflagned the 
following agamft the motion. He faid, that if all orders were to 
be included, there was one which ordered the doors of the gal- 
lery to be locked each day, and the keys laid upon the table, 
before the Houfe proceeded to any bufmefsj which order he 

1^% 
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was very fure the Right Hon. Member would not wi(b the Houfe 
to obferrc. Another order was, that if any perfon was to be 
examined before the Houfe, he fbould firft be fvf orn at the bar 
of the Houfe of Lords. Another order faid, that if any man 
aflaulted or infulted a member going to or from the Houfe, he 
(hould be inftantly committed ; though another order of the Houfe 
faid, that in all cafes a man had a right to be heard in his own 
vindication. Thefe were matters, he thought, would be found 
difficult to reconcile, if the orders were all moved together, and 
not feparated, fo that the necelTary ones only might be re- 
vived. ^ 

Mr. Fcfter moved an amendment, which was, that the orders 
of the Houfe (hould be fpecifically examined before a committee, 
and the neceffary ones only be revived. After fome little con- 
verfation. Sir Henry Cavendifh withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Fofter moved for a committee to infpedt and revive fuch 
orders of the Houfe as may appear neceflary. 

Mr. LcFwther moved for a committee to enquire into the flate 
of the coal trade. — Adjourned 'till to-morrow. 



Friday, October 31, 1783. 

Committee of accounts, Mr. Mafon in the chair. 

Mr. Fojier moved, that the proper oflicers (bould return an 
account of the particulars of 44,072/. which was returned as the 
arrear of hearth money to Lady Day, 1783. — Alfo the particulars 
of 32,402/. being the arrears of quit rents. — Alfo the fum of 
69,135/. \\Sp beipg the ^deficiency of the various collections — 
Alfo an account of what fleps had been taken againfl the dii- 
miffed coUedtors, for their feveral arrears. 

Mr,' Gardiner moved, that an account be given of the amount 
of flampt paper, delivered to the different office'rsof the cufloms, 
iince the firft eftablifhment of the Stamp Office, fpecifying the 
manner in which (he public have been reimburfed for faid 
flamps. 

Sir Henry Ca^vendijb moved, that the proper officers fbould 
return the amount of the civil lift for two years preceding the 
years 1775, 71, and 83, diftinguiflbing each period. — Alfo the 
amount of^ the military contingencies for the fame years. — Alfo 
the balances remaining in thp Tre^fury on Lady Day, 1775, 
71, a^d 83, diftinguifhing each year^ 

Mr. Fojier moved, for an account of the ftorage provided for 
the laft eight years, fpecifying the cfe^rges under which they 
};ave been debited. 
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Mr. Stewart pteCented a petition of Cornelius Marfliall, of Cale- 
don, in the county of Tyrone, cotton and linen manufadlurer, 
praying aid to promote and extend the cotton manufacture ; which 
was read, and referred to the confideration of a committee. 

Several members took the oaths, made and fubfcribecl the' 
declaration, and took and fubfcribed the oath of abjuration^ 
according to ch/e laws made for chofe purpofes. . 

General Lvttrel prcfented a petition of Thomas Reilly, of the 
city of Dublin, iron merchant, praying aid to bring the manu^ 
fa^uring and tilting of fteel, and other great branches of iron 
works^ to perfection in this country; which was read, and 
referred to the ^onfideration of a committee. 

Mr. D. Brown acquainted the Houfe, that he had reafon to 
think, from the information he had received, that part of the 
ioo,Qoo/. granted for railing feamen for the fervice of the Britilh 
navy, had been mifapplied, and employed to raife fencibles, to 
a very confiderable amount \ he therefore moved, that the proper 
officer be ordered to lay before the Houfe an account of the 
precife day his Majefty's orders were ifllied for (topping the 
recruiting fervice in this kingdom ; and the motion was feconded. 

At the inftant General Luttrel arofe to fecond it alfo. He 
congratulated the Hon. Member on having mentioned the bufi* 
nefs ; he (aid if his information fhould prove true, it would 
be the bufinefs of the Houfe, and was the wiib of his heart 
to have it fpeedily and (tridtly inveltigated. Ordered accord- 
ingly. 

The proper officer laid before the Houfe an account of the 
quantity of flour brought to Dublin from Lady Day, 1781, to 
Lady Day, 1783. 

Mr. Sndtb moved that leave be given unto Andrew Ram 
Stephen Ram, and Abel Ram, Efqrs. for three days to attend an 
election. — Granted. 

Mr. G* Molyneux moved that the proper officer do la^ before 
the Houfe tin account of the number of forces in this kingdom, 
when the 5000 troops were fent to Great Britain. — Ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. Bennet prefented a petition from Edward Kirwan, and 
Richard Martin, Efqrs. complaining of an undue election and 
return of the Right Hon. Denis Daly, and William Power Keating 
Trench, Efq; for the county of Galway. — Ordered to be cakea. 
into confideration the 29th of November. 
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Mr. Dat>id Latowhe^ acquainted the Houfe that a fevere ill- 
nefs kept him at home^ the day that the bufuiefs relative to the 
National Bank was brought forward by a Right Hon. Baronet. 
He a.flured the Houfe, that fince the bank opened, which was 
on the 24th of ) une laft, great advantage was reaped there- 
from, particularly by the traders in linen, who had been ad- 
vanced large fums' at 5/. per cent. That the bufinefs of the bank 
was conduced in the tpoft clear and regular manner, and that he 
thought great benefit would arife to the nation, if the feveral 
fums of money which remained in the hands of lawyers, were 
ordered to be paid into the bank j for which purpofc he fhortly 
intended to bring a bill into the Houfe. 

Sir Henry Ca^^ndt/h aflured the Hon, Member, when he moved 
for the inquiry, he did not mean to throw the leaft obloquy on 
the governors or directors, for whofe characters he had the highed: 
refpedl, 

Mr. Latouche obferved, fuch enquiries generally carried to the 
world an imputation or fufpicion. 

Read an account of the various fums diftribdted by the truftees 
of the Linen Manufacture from their firft inftitution. 

The Hon, John Bourke reported from the committee, appointed 
to enquire into the flate of the Foundling Hofpital and Work Houfe, 
the refolutions which the committee had direded him to report 
to the Houfe, which he read in his place, and after delivered in 
at the table, where the fame were read. 

Ordered, that the faid report do lie on the table for the pe- 
rufal of the members. 

Mr. Bourke alfo reported from the committee, appointed to 
examine the matter and petition of the commiilioners of Inland 
Navigation, the refolutions which the committee had directed hinj 
to report to the Houfe, which he read in his place, and after deli- 
vered in at the table, where the fame were read. 

Ordered, chat the faid report do lie on the table for the perulal 
of the membersr 

The Right Hon. Mr. Secretary Pelham informed the Houfe, 
that he was commanded by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
to acquaint them that his Majefty had been pleafed to return 
a moft gracious anfwer to the addrefs of this Houfe, which he 
read in his place, and after delivered in at the table; and the 
fame was read by Mr. Speaker (all the members being uncovered) 
and is as foUoweth : 

^* GEORGE Vi. 

** His Majefty returns his hearty thanks to the Houfe of 
Commons for their ^utiful and loyal addrefs, and for their 
congratulations on the increafe of his family, and the refloration 
of the bleflings of peace. 
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** His Majefty receives wirh the greateft fatisfa^ion the de' 
claraiion of his faithful Commons, that, duly fenfible of the 
fincerity and good faith manifefted by Great Britain in the facred 
regard (hewn on her part to the late adjuftment of the confti- 
turion and commerce of Ireland, they will earneftly concur in 
every meafure that may confirm and ftrengthen the mutual con- 
fidence of both kiiigdoms, and that union in fentiment, as well ' 
as intereft, which is fo eflentially neceflary to the ftrength^ ho- 
nour, and profperity of the empire.*' 

*' G. Rr ' 

Ordered, that his Majefty's moft gracious anfwef be entered 
in the journals of this Houfe. 

Refolved, nem. con. That an humble addrefs be prefented to 
his Majefty, to return our moft fmcere thanks to his Majefty, 
for his moft gracious anfwer to the addrefs of this Houfe. 

Ordered, that fuch members of this Houfe as are of his Ma- 
jefty's Moft Hon, Privy Council do attend his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant with the faid refolution, and defire the fame may 
be laid before his Majefty as the addrefs of this Houfe. 

The Right Hon. Mr, Secretary Felham reported that the ad* 
drefs of this Houfe to his Majefty, in favour of the children 
of the late Lord Chief Baron Burgh, had been prefented to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and that thereupon his Ex- 
cellency was plcafed to return- the anfwer following : 

** I will take the firft opportunity of tranfmitting this addrefs 
to be laid before his Majefty." 

Ordered^ that hia Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's anfwer be 
entered in the journals of this Houfe. 

Mr. Hartley moved, that an account of the different exports and 
imports (hould be referred to the committee of trade. 

Mr. Hartley prefented a petition from the Chamber of Com- 
merce, ftating the unequal terms on which the trade of this king- 
dom was carried on ; our ports thrown open to all Engliifa manu- 
fadures, on paying a moderate duty, whilft the'EngliHi ports 
were either fhut againft our manufactures, or fuch duties impofed 
on thena^ as amounted to a prohibition : Therefore praying for 
prohibitory duties, 

Mr. Attorney General obferved it would be proper that the 
petitioners fliould be named, a body ftiling themfelves the Coun- 
cil or Chamber of Commerce ; after a ftiort converfation the 
petition was referred to the committee. 

Mri Hartley alfo prefented a petition from the Broad Cloth, 
working Manufa^urers. Referred to a committee of trade. 

Mr. Cuffey after an eulogium on the late ^ir William Olborne, 
which he concluded by faying, ** We (hall not look upon his 
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like again,'' moved, that tlie Speaker do iffuc hi» writ for eledl* 
ing a member in his room. — Ordered. 

Mr. Fitzgerald prefented a petition from Robert Collelo, of 
Clane, in the county of Meath, praying aid for his Cotton 
Manufaftory. — Alfo moved, that the proper officer lay before 
the Houfe, an account of the progrefs of the tax oh all falaries, 
employments, fees, and penfions paid for ten years paft, by per- 
sons who have not refided fix months at any onetime in the 
kingdom; diftinguilhing the perfons by whom faid tax has been 
paid ;. and the profits of their employments, as certified by the 
oaths of the receivers. 

Mr. Clements moved, that the proper officers furnifh an account 
of the different fums of 8084/. \y, and 8032/, paid by him to 
the public coal yards. 

Mr. Toler prefented a petition from the Hon. John James 
Maxwell, of the county Cavan, complaining of an undue ele^ion. 

'Mr. Montgomery entering warmly into a defence of hir con- 
du£t during the ele^ion, and reprobating the interference of Lord 
Farnham, was called to order; and after fome alternation 
iilenced. 

Mr. Montgomery propofed a refolution — That when a com- 
mittee appointed to try the merits of a petition, (hall declare 
it to be frivolous and vexatious, this Houfe will pafa a fevere 
^ cenfure on the petitioners. — Carried nem con. 

Sir Edward Nnvenham prefented a petition from Thomas Holland 
and William Plym, for themfelves and others, complaining of an 
undue eledlion for the borough of Kilmallo<ik ; and another from 
the provoft and inhabitants of faid borough ; both of which 
were ordered to be heard the 4th of November, next. 

The Frofvoft prefented a petition of Henry and James Sadlier, 
of the city of Cork, Cotton Manufadturers, praying aid to pro- 
mote and extend the faid manufadhire. — Referred to the 
coniideration of a committee. 

He delivered to the- Houfe two certificates in fupport of the faid 
-|)etitions, which were referred to the faid committee. 

The Hon. John "Stratford moved, that the proper officer do 
lay before the Houfe the number of the perfons who have be- 
come bankrupts from the year 1777 to the prefenc day, with 
the amount of the fum for which each bankrupt failed, and 
how much in the pound each bankrupt paid to his creditors, 
dilUnguifhing thofe who have obtained certificates.— Ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr. Bufbe prefented a petition from Mr. Ellifon, mafter of 
Kilkenny fchool, praying aid to enlarge the fame. — Referred to 
a committee* 
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Oftthis petition Mr. Bufie obferved, hat nothing would more 
powerfully operate againft gentlemen becoming abfentees, than 
making education convenient at home; that befide the v aft fum3 
lent away to fupport pupils abroad, which might. thereby be 
faved, it had a further efFedt, for in looking over the great and 
relpedable lift of noblemen and gentlemen educated at Kilkenny, 
he could find very few who afterwards became abfentees ; on the 
contrary, in looking over the abfentee lift, he found that very 
few who compofe it had been educated in Ireland; this he 
thought arofe from the affedion men obtain for the place in which 
they fpend their earlier and happier days, and where they form 
their htft friendfhips and connexions. 

Mr. Bujhe was I'upported by the Provofl^ who faid, that he 
had long feen the neceflity of twp or more great public fchools, 
fimilar to Weftminfter and iiton, being eftablift)ed in this king- 
dom. That in the North, a Right Rev. Prelate had already taken 
much pains to eftablifh one ; and, in the South, Kilkenny, from 
a number of circumftances, (befide the merit of Doctor Ellifon, 
who he thought peculiarly entitled to protection) was the proper 
place for another ; the expence of education in England, he faid, 
was enormous ; to his knowledge, it coft 800/. per ann. for fe- 
Teral years, to fupport and educate three young gentlemen at 
Eton. He then (lightly glanced over a fcheme he intended to 
propofe, foreftabliifaing great fchools in Ireland, and faid at % 
convenient day he would bring it before the Houfe. 

Mr. Ponfonh prefented a petition from Richard Talbot^ of Mala^ 
hide, in tiie county of Dublin, fetting forth that petitioner has at 
very great expence brouglit over from England axotnpleat fet of 
machinery for perpetual fpinning, (the firft that- ever was import- 
ed into this kingdom) with proper people from thence to attend the 
lame, which will be of great advantage to this kingdom, by fur- 
niihing both to cotton weavers and hofiers that fpecies of thread fo 
neceifary to their manufactures, and fubmitting the premifes to 
the consideration of the Houfe. 

Referred to the confideration of a committee. 

Sir Henry Ca<vendijb acquainted the Houfe that he would, after 
Chriftmas, move the Houfe to reduce the intereft of money to 
five per cent. 

Mr. Crofton moved that an account fhould be laid before the 
Houfe of the application of the money, (eight thoufand pounds) 
granted for making the Shannon navigable from Limerick to Kil- 
laloe. This fum had been granted on condition that a company 
fliould fubfcribe ten thoufand pounds, which was foon done, 
and two thoufand forthwith paid, which with the eight thoufand^ 
they inynediately gave to a Mr, Hercules Brown, who undertook 
to complete the work. This gentleman however'had done little 
or nothing, and the objoCt of Mr. Crofton was to compel him to 
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^ulfil his engagement, as he had given good fecurity. Mr. Crofton 
lamented the wretched date of the Shannon navigation in other 
parts — the banks fallen in — locks without gates, requiring fifty 
men to drag a boat through them — the lock houfes, as unnecef- 
fary, fallen to decay, while whole families in Limerick were pe- 
rilbing for want of fuel, though fome of the beft coal mines in the 
world are on the Shannon. Ordered, 

The Recorder prefented a petition from the corporation of 
Dublin, praying aid for carrying on the ballaft-office wall, and 
flaring that though 2000/. had been voted for this purpofe laft 
feifion, and made payable to the corporation, on their producing 
a clear account to the Lord Lieutenant and Council, and though 
petitioners had complied, and ftated their account, yet from fome 
caufe, unknown to petitioners, they had not been able to obtain 
thefaid 2000/, The Recorder moved to have it referred to a 
committee. 

Mr. Beresford arofe ; not, he faid, to oppofe the petition going 
to a committee, but to make fome obfervations upon it. He faid 
the petitioners had ftated the truth, but not the whole truth, for 
as to the grant of 2000/. which they had not received, they 
knew it was becaufe their accoimt was deemed unfatisfadory. 
He proved from the papers of the office, that all aififtance from 
the corporation revenues diminiflied in exad proportion as parlia* 
mentary bounty increafed: and thought, as the improvement 
of the harbour of Dublin was a great national object, it ought to 
be taken out of the prefent hands and placed in others, who would 
manage it more to the public advantage. 

Mr, Fofier, in addition to what Mr. Beresford had advanced, 
faid, that the revenue of the ballaft office for the laft thirty years, 
had been 4000/. a year; yet in all that time they had expended 
but 4000/. of this revenue upon the improvement of the harbour, 

The Recorder alfo prefented a petition of the Lord Mayor, 
Sheriffs, Comnvons and Citizens of the City of Dublin, in com- 
mon council affembled, which was read, letting forth that the 
ornament and convenience of the Merchants-quay is rendered in- 
compleat by means of the houfes immediately connedled with and 
adjoining the weft end of the faid quay, at the Old Bridge; and 
alfo at the eaft end thereof, nearOrmond Bridge, and praying 
aid for removing the fame. 

Mr. Latouche objeded to the petition, as a tax upon coals had 
been granted for beautifying the city at large, and that in time it 
would of courfe reach the quays, 

Mr. Hartley faid, that the widening Dame-ftreet would run a- 
way with the produce of that tax for a confiderable rime ; and 
that.for a trifling lum it would be a (bamc to leave the quay unfi* 
nifhed« 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEBATES. 59 

Saturday, November, i, ^V^j* 

The Houfe in committee^ on the ftate of the manufadtures and 
trade of Ireland, Sir Henry Ccnjendijb in the chair, Mr. Hone and 
Mr. Eatan examined ; after which the committee adjourned until 
Monday next. 

The Right Hon. Mr. Speaker reported that he had, purfuant to 
order, communicated, by letter, to George Earl Temple, the 
refolotion of this Houfe of the 15th ofOftober, 1783, to which 
his Lordlhip was pleafed, by letter, to return the anfwer fol- 
lowing : ^ ' 

•*SIR, Stovje^ Oaoherzy^^ 1783. 

** I am honoured with your letter of the i6th, inclofing therefo-^ 
lution of the Houfe of Commons of the 15 th inftant. 

** I muft r^queft you to convey to the Houfe my,fincere and grate- 
ful acknowledgments for this diilinguiOied mark of their goodnefs 
tome; my feelings of hone ft ambition arc amply gratified by the 
approbation of his Majefty and of the kingdom whofe interefts he 
was pleafed to commit to my care ; and the only return which I 
can make for ^e flattering teftimony which you have tranfmitted^ 
is the afTUriance of my unremitting attention to the intereils of 
Ireland, which muft tie ever dear to nie, and my fervent wiih for 
the continuance of the dignity and authority of your honourable 
Houfe. 

** Permit me to add my fulleft fenfe of the very favourable expref- 
iions in your letter, and to aiTure you of the high refpedt and re- 
gard with which 

I have the hono\ir to be. 
Sir, 
t Your very obedient humble Servant, 

NUGENT TEMPLE/^ 
*' Right Honourable the Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons of Ireland,''^ 

Some papers were delivered at the bar, concerning the barrack 
board accounts, which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. George Montgomery mov^^y that an order be given to print 
in future, all petitions on contefted eledions at the charge of the 
Houfe. 

Mr. Tolerj Mr. Floods Mr. Monk Mafon^ and Sir Henry Ca^en- 
dijh oppofed this motion, on the fcore of its creating an ufelefs 
cxpence, and being without precedent. On the queftion being 
put, a divifion enfued, when there appeared for the motion. 
Ayes 30 

Noes 38 
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^ujohn Parnel ipxt(tntQA the petition of Sir A. Brooke, com- 
plaining of an undue eleftion for the county Fermanagh. 
Referred to the 5 th of November next. 

Mr. Crofton prel'ented a petition from William Irwine, Efqj 
alfo complaining of an undue eledion for the fame county; to 
which was added a petition from the freeholders of the fame. 
Referred to the 5th of November next. 

Mr. Hatton moved, that the coniideration of the petition com- 
plaining of an undue eledion for Baltimore, be poilponed to a 
further day. ' 

Referred to the 25th of November next. 

The Hon. Denis BrcnjDne moved, that the proper officer be or- 
dered to lay before the Houfe, an account of the leveral fuma^aid 
by the different colle6tors out of the 100,000/. graqted for raifing 
the 20,obo men voted on the 27th of May, i78i, to man the 
Britilh fleet, with the agents receipts for the fame. 

Mr. Gardiner prefented the petition of Joleph Smith 9 cotton ma- 
nufadlurer, at Bal bri ggen, praying aid, in order to fupport the, 
works carrying on at that place. Mr. Gardiner declared that he 
had, with feveral other gentlemen, viHted thofe works, which 
were of fuch magnitude as to employ 1 200 perfons daily, of 
which number fix hundred were children. This, he faid, was 
the true mode ofpromotinginduftry in early life, praftifed, indeed, 
in foreign countnes, but little known here. Added to this, he 
faid, that Mr. Smith would give fecurity for the repayment of any 
fum the Houfe would think proper to vote for this purpole. 
Referred to a committee. 

Mr. Gardiner likewife prefented a petition from the working 
worfted weavers, which was alfo referred to i. committee. 

The Hon. Richard Hely Hutchinfon prefented a petition from 

^certain freeholders and freemen of the city of Cork, complaining 

of an undue eledlion for that city, and containing allegations which 

made Mr, R. Longfield rife, and declare, that the petition was 

againft him, and Che allegations were totally falfe. 

Here he was interrupted by the Speaker^ who faid it ,was con- 
trary to order that he (hould proceed; and Mr. Longfield attempt- 
ing to explain. Sir //. Langrijbe infifted on the point of order. — Mr, 
Hutchinfon Mo attempting to explain, was filenced by the fame 
rule. 

The Pro^fl put an end to the matter, by obfcrving that a peti- 
tion had been lodged againft jiim, with, he fuppofed, as heavy 
charges, but he heard it read without feeling any emotion, or 
giving it any interruption, until it fhould appear biefore the com- 
mittee, who, in his mind, were the proper jury to give it a 
trial. He could not, at the fame time, help obferving, that 
when the order of the Houfe was tranfgrefled, and unparliamen* 
tary language lifed, which might occahon a difference, that gen- 
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tlemen would prevent a member from giving an explanation. 
Here Mr. Longfield declared he did not, in mentioning the un- 
truth of the petition, allude to the Hon. Member who prefented 
it} and Mr. Hutchinfon declared he was fatisficd. 

The Prfm^ft declared, he wifbed to fee the gentlemen live on . 
the n^oft friendly terms, and he was, in regard to himfelf, of the 
fame difpofition, though local occasions might fometimes make 
them differ in opinion. 
. Refened to the committee on the Cork election. 

Mr. Bereiford faid, that as he was returned for two places, he 
prayed leave to make his choice for the county of Waterford. 
Leave granted. 

Mr. Flood, Sir, I wilh to take the earlieft opportunity of 
fpeaking a few words to you, and addreffing a few to the Houfe, 
upon the fituation in which I left this Houfe laft Tuefclay. ' You 
heard. Sir, and the public heard me ; the fubjedl, as I think, of 
an unwarranted attack. I rofe to defend myfelf, I am fure with 
temper. I am not lightly moved 5 and I think I fliould be lightly 
mo'^ed, indeed, if I could have been moved by that. I was, 
however, interrupted, though I did not bring any fictitious fub- 
je6l before you, or fet out without the lead appearance of any ar- 
gument. In confequence of this interruption. Sir, I left the 
Houfe; but foon after, lunderiland, that the Houfe thought pro- 
per to fay, they would give me liberty to proceed, and I wim to 
take the earlieft opportunity of returning them my thanks for that 
pdrmiilion, At the fame time. Sir, that I return my thanks for 
that permiffion, I hope they will fuffer me to render' it not an 
empty indulgence, but, upon the prefent occaiion, to take up 
the fubjedt where I left it the laft night.— [Mr. Toltr rofe to order; 
but Mr. /if?©^/ proceeded] —"I hope gentlemen will not interrupt 
me : when they find riie going out of order— when they hear me 
drawing 66titious charaders, let them ftop me — when I fay any 
thing unparliamentary— -when I recall the afperity of that day, 
which, whilft I defpife, I muft difapprovc. I rife in defence of 
what I think, an injured charafter. As I have endeavoured to de- 
fend the rights of this country for twenty-four years, I hope they 
will permit me to defend my reputation. My life. Sir, has been 
divided into three parts, and it has been difpatched by three epi-* 
thets : one part. Sir, that which preceded Lord Harcourt*s* admi- 
^liftration; another which pafled between Lord Harcourt*s and 
Lord Carlifle's j and the third, which is fubfequent. The firft 
has afummaryjuftice, or injuftice done to it, by being faid to 
be intemperate } the fecond is treated in like manner, by being 
faid to be venal; and the conduct of the third is faid to be that of 
an incendiary. — 

Mr. O^Hara, to order; it is againft order to fpeafc 
Qi what paired on a former day^ not that any thing the Hoa« 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



6z PARLlAMENTAltY 

Gentleman has (aid now, is improper, biit that the order of the 
Houfe forbida a reference to the defeates of a former day. 

Mr. tlood, I take this matter up,, upon the ground of an interrupted 
cebate ; it is in that light it comes within order. I have a right 
to begin where I was interrupted ; but. Sir, there are fome )cafes 
of fo particular a nature, that a ftrid adherence to a general or- 
der would be the height of injuftice. In the attack made upon 
my perfon, I went back, not only to the arguments of two or 
three days before, but to the condu6t of twenty years antecedent 
— therefore. Sir, 1 hope, that if animadverfions of twenty years 
are allowed to one, I may have an opportunity of referring to ar- 
guments ufed three days ago : With refpect to that period of my 
life, which is difpatched by the word intemperate, I beg gentle- 
men would confider the hard fituation of public charaders, if 
that is to be their treatment ; that period takes in a number of 
years, not lefs than fixteen, in which there were five adminiftra- 
tions, and in which the public were pleafed to give me their kn-' 
tence of approbation. Sir, it includes, forlwifh to fpeak to 
fafts, not to..talce it up upon epithets, it includes the Duke of 
Bedford's, Lord Halifax's, the Duke of Northumberland's, Lord 
Hertford's, and Lord Townlhend's. 

Now, Sir, as to the fa6l of intemperance, I will ftate to you 
how that ftands, and let the gentleman fee how a plain tale ftiall 
put him down. Of thofe five adminiftrations, there were three 
to which 1 was fo far from giving an intemperate oppofition, that 
} could not be faid, in any fenfe of the word, to oppofe them at 
all 5 I mean the three firft. — I certainly voted againft the Secretary 
of the day, but oftener voted with him. In Lord Hertford's ad- 
Hiiniftration, I had attained to a certain view and decided opinion 
of what was fit, in my mind, to be done for this country. 1 had 
fixed upon three great obje^s of public utility. I endeavoured 
to attain them, with that fpirit and energy with which \t is my 
character and nature to fpeak and toad; as I muft take the difad- 
vantages of my nature, I will take the advantages of it . too. 
Thefe three great objefts were refifted by that adminiftration : 
What was the confe<juence? Aconflid: arofe between that admi- 
niilration and me j but that conflia ought not to be called oppofi- 
tiononmypart; no, it ought rather to be called oppofition on 
theirs ; 1 was the propounder, and they refifted my propofitions. 
This may be called a conflidl, not an oppofition to that adminif- 
tration. What were thofe three objeda ? One was to prove that 
the conftitution of parliament in this kingdom, did Hill exift j 
that it had not been taken away by the law of Poyning's, but 
that It was an infamous perverfion of that ftatute, by which the 
conilitution had fuffered : The other was the eftabliftment of a 
conftitutional military force, in fuperaddition to that of a ftand- 
Mig army.— The only idea that ever occurred to England, or any 
Uve countrjr of Europe, I adopted, namely,, that of a conftitu- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



DEBATES. 63 

tional militia . At that time the idea of a Volunteer force had not 
arifen, therefore, I adopted the idea which at that time appeared 
to be the beft. — The third great object I took up as neCenary for 
this country, was a law for limiting the duration of parliaments ; 
thefe were three great, falutary, and noble objedts, worthy of the 
enlarged mind of an enlarged country. — I purfued them with ar- 
dour, I do not deny it ; but I did not purfue them with intempe- 
rance. — I am fure I did not appear to the public to do fo; they 
gave my exertions many flattermg teftimonies of their approba- 
tion. — There is another proof that I was not intemperate; I was 
fuccefsful, intemperance and mifcarriage are apt to go together, 
but temperance andfuccefs are aflbciated by nature. — This is my 
plain hiftory with regard to that period. The clumfinels or viru- 
lence of invective may require to be Iheathed in a brilliancy of 
didtion, but plain truth and plain fenfe are beft delivered in plain 
terms. I now come to that period, in which Lord Harcourt go- 
verned, and which is ftigmatized by the "word venal. I fay. Lord 
Harcourt's, for in my confideration of his adminiftraticn, I will 
include that of Lord Townlhend. If every man who accepts an 
office is venal, and an apoftate, I certainly cannot acquit myfelf 
of the charge, nor is it necefrary--»-I Ihould have fo many affoci- 
ates in the crime, if ever there was a crime in what multitudes 
would defend. I am fenfible multitudes and majorities would not 
be wanting to defend that. — But, I fay, either it is a crime, or 
it is not — if it be a crime univerfally, let it be univerfally af- 
cribed. But, Sir, I fay, it is not fair, that one fet of men 
fliould be treated by that Hon. Member as- great friends and lovers 
of their country, notwithftanding they are in office; and another 
man, becaufe he was in office, fliould be treated as an enemy and 
an apoftate — but what is the truth. Every thing of this fort de- 
pends upon the principles on which office is taken, and on which 
it is retained — with regard to me, let no man imagine I am preach- 
ing up a do6trine for my own convenience; there is not a man lefs 
concerned in the propagation of it. I have no treaty with thp 
Right Hon. Gentleman on the floor, nor fliall I have any» 

Now, Sir, I fliall beg leave fliortly to ftate the manner in which 
I accepted that office, which I give you my word I never will 
refume. It was offered to roe in the moft honourable manner, 
with an aflurance not only of being a placeman for my own pro- 
fit, but a minifter for the benefit of my country. My anfwer was, 
that I thou^t, in a conftitution, fuch as ours, an intercourfe 
between the prince and the fubje^ ought to be honourable, the 
being a minifter ought to redound to a man's credit ; but I la- 
mented that it often happened otherwile : men in office often gave 
up thofe principles which they maintained before. I told them, 
therefore, that my objedions were not to the going into office^^ 
but to following the examples which I had fometimes feen before 
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me. I mentioned the public principles I held. I faid, if conCft^ 
entlyv^ith thofe principles, from an atom of which I would not 
depart, I could be of fervice to his Majefty's government, I was 
ready to be fo ; I fpeak in the prefence of men who know what I 
fay. After the office had come over, and landed in this kingdom, 
I lent in writing to the chief goyernor, that I would not accept 
the office, unlefs upon that principl^. 

Thus, Sir, I took office ; the adminiftration before I bppofed 
only in part of it; in the firftfeffion cf Lord Townlhendl did not 
oppofe ; I never oppofed Lord Townlhend till after his prorogati- 
on and proteft. This appeared to me an infamous violation of 
the privileges of parliament. With regard to money-bills, and 
after that proteft, by which he endeavoured to make the journals 
of the Houfe of Lords, inftead of being the record of their privi- 
leges, the monument of their difgrace, I oppofed him; now what 
did I oppofe in that adminiftration ? — The violation of the privi- ' 
lege of this Houfe, with regard to money-bills, and the wanton 
augmentation of offices, by the divifion of the board ofcommiffi- 
oners into two parts. In Lord Harcourt's adminiftration, what 
did I do ? I had the two boards of comitiilFioners reduced again 
into one. I do not fay my (ingle voice effected this, but as far as 
it had any efficacy, it infifted on having the twelve conuniffioners 
again reduced to feven, and the two boards to one, a faying, in- 
cluding the whole arrangement, of twenty thoufand pounds a 
year to the nation. It went further ; it infifted to have every al- 
tered money-bill thrown out, and privy-council money-bills not 
defended by the crown. Thus, inftead of giving fanaion to the 
meafures I had oppofed, my condudl was in fa^ to regifter my 
principles in the records of the court, to make the privy-council 
a witnefs to the privileges of parliament, and to give final energy 
to the tenets with which I commenced my life. Oeconomy did 
not ftop with the redudion of the commiffi oners boards. The 
Right Honourable Gentleman who has cenfured me, in order to 
depreciate that oeconomy, faid, that we had fwept with the fea- 
,ther of oeconomy, » the pens and paper off your table — a pointed 
and a brilliant exprelfion is far from a juft argument. This coun- 
try has noreafon to be afhamed of that fpecies of oeconomy, when j 
the great nation of Great Britain has been obliged to defcend to an 
oeconomy as minute. Neither, Sir, was this all, it is not my 
fault if infinitely more was not done for this country upon that 
occafion j they were offered a laving, they did not chufe to take 
it — they were offered the abfentee-tax, and they refufed it : I am 
jiot to blame for that, it was a part of the laving propofed. If 
adminiftration were wrong on that occafion, they were wrong 
with the prejudices ofhalf a century, they were wrong witheve- 
ry great writer that had ever written upon the fubjedt of Ireland 5 
jhey w^re wrong ^\ith. fome of the plaineft principles, as it feems. 
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hthvitoin nattirein their favour; — I will fuppofe the dctenninati- 
bn not to accept it to have l>een right, ftili it vras meritorious ta 
adminiflration to offer jt j and to ihew that I was not under an}r 
undue influence of office; I appeal to the memory of many mea 
prefent-— whether; when the difpoiition of the Houfe was mad* 
to alter upon that fubje£b, and when adminiflration yielded, not 
unwillingly; to the violence of parliament^ I appeal to the con- 
fcious and public knowledge of many; whether I did veer and 
turn about with the Secretary; or whether I did not make a man- 
ly fland in favour of that principle $ after having pledged invfelf^ 
to the public, I would rather break with a million of adminilirati- 
tJnsthanretradl? 

I not only adhered to it; but by a lingular inflaoce of exertios, 
I forced it a fecond time under the confideration of this Houle. — • 
Thar thi^ benefit was loft to this country^ if it be a benefit, it was 
not mj fault. One thing I muft go back to ; I had repeatedly 
preffed the bill for limiting the duration of Parliaments. In Lord 
Townfhehd*3 time; I brought it in iinally^ and crowned it with 
fuccefs) thus I reftoted to the univerfal community of Ireland, a 
right of which they had been robbed for near a century^ namely* 
their firft and fundamental franchife as ele^lors^ without which this 
Houfe is but a ihadow. And thus after having reftored that root 
of all their other rights in Lord Townfhend^s adminiftration, after 
having reftored oeconomy and reduced twelve commiflioners to fe- 
ven in Lord Harcouit's^ I went on to the other great meafure which^ 
I have mentioned; the militia law 5 and when a Right Honourable 
Gentleman (Mr. Ogle) moved that queftion, I engaged all thein- 
tereft I could with government in behalf of it 1 I rofe up to fecond 
his motion^ and declafed I wpuld fupport him and his militia bill 
tft the laft i accordingly I gave him the affiftance of my poor la- 
• hours; and it was carried 1 thus therefore; Sir; I fay that in that 
adminii):ration in which I accepted office^ infteadot relinqujihing 
my principles I preferved them; Inftead of getting a minority to 
vote for them; I brought the majority to give an cffacient fandlion 
to theii- truth; by entering into office upon that occafion and a^- 
ing as I did } I aded the part of an honeft miniftcr befween tjie 
pnnce and the people i' in doing fo I think I was more a patriot 
than if out of office I had made empty declamations on empty 
iiibjefts; without any advantage to the public. Mbft of thofe who 
hear me can recoiled the ftate of this kingdom at the clofeofLord 
Townihend's adminiftration— I appeal to them ail; and I alk what 
Ms then my repute in the nation } I will not fay it was Che firft^ 
or the fecond^ or the third; but did it not ftand in an honourable 
tank; and among the foremofl rather than among the laft ? InXord 
Harcourf s gOvcrnm^ntj;^ the Vice Treafurerfhip was offered to me, 
a(:companied with every declaration that could render it accepta- 
ble to an honourable miud. When that office was oSered to me^ 

F 
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was my fituation that of a reprobated man ? Did the adminiftra-i 
tionot England fend over, an office ufually rdervedfor the parli* 
ament of England, and offer.it of their t)wn accord to a repro- 
bated man ? I take the faSa of both, countries to difprovc this ca- 
lumny. Is it (ince 1 have become a mark of obloquy ? I flatter 
rayfclf not. Lx)rd Buckinghamihire's adminiftration fucceeded. — 
Wfth regard to Lord Harcourt's adminiftration, the objeftion i?, 
I did too much; thecharge with regard to the other is, I did too 
little for it ; thofe two accufatrons run a little in contrary direc- 
tion, and like a double poifon, each may cure the operation of the 
, Other; but the fa£t is this, I a£ted not upon vffions and imagi- 
nations, but on found common fenfe, the befl gift of God to man; 
which then told me, and fttll whifpers tliat fome admintftrations 
deierve a more a&ive fupport than others ; that fome adminiftra- 
tions deferve little of either ; I adapted my conduct to thofe thrte 
Conditions, I did not run headlong againft government at one timt, 
and with- government at another^ but adopted my conduftail 
ought to do, to what I faw and what I &lt, .Did I fupport Lord 
Harcourt ? Why ? — Becaufe he gave me an influence in his coun- 
cils. It as nonienfe.to fay, a man isjiot to fupport his own coun- 
cils ; but the next adminiltration took another direction, and they 
did not give me any influence on their councils. What was the 
confequence ? I did not give them fypport : was there any thing 
more fair ? I felt myfelf a man of too much fituation to be a mere 
place-man. If not a mintfter to fervc my country, t would not be 
the tool of falary. What was the confequence ? I voted with them 
in matters of importance when they were clearly right ; I voted 
againft them in matters of importance when tbey were clearly 
wrong; and in matters of ftnall moment I did not vote at all: — 
and why ? I fcomed, by voting for them in fuch matters, tofeem 
to pay court. To vote a^nlt them in fuch matters would hate 
been abfurd. What remained ? Not to vote at all. If you call 
that abfconding, going behind the chair, or efcaping into the cor- 

ridore, call it what you pleafe, 1 fay it was right. This 

13 my plain way of dealing ; it is common fenfe. I told Lord 
Buckinghamihire, I would not attend the cabinet councils of the 
fige Mr. Heron. Was that duplicity ? I think not. I did more ; 
Ifent'my refignation to England, to the fame friend through 
whom the firft communication was made to me on the fubj^^t of 
oflice ; but, from the ideas of friendfl^ip to me, he took time to 
confider, and at length declined to deliver my reiignation. I 
havefaid fomething to the middle period, I (hall come to the third, 
viz. Lord Carlifle's adminiftration,. in which my condutt hat 
been flandered as the condud of an incendiary ; when that idea 
rook place in fome minds 1 cannot tell, but this I am fure of— that 
the Kight Hon. Gentleman who cenfured me, was called an in- 
cendiary at that time, and fo perhaps might Ij but I am fure the 
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Right Hon. Gentleman at that time, did not think me an incendi- 
ity more than himfelf! There, was not a (ingle inftance in which 
hedidnotGo-opcrate.':. If I am an incendiary, I (hall gladly ac- 
tept, therefore, of the fociety of that Right Hon, Gentleman 
under the fame appellation : But he laughed at the folly of th^ ac- 
cufationatthat time, and'fo do I now. If I was an incendiary^ 
it was for moving what the parliaments of both kingdoms have 
fince given their fanftion to : If that is %o be an incendiary, God 
grant I may continue fo ! In this adminiflration it wa» that I was 
diimifled from office; now. Sir, I do not know that^ in{[eneral> 
my difminion froni office was thought any difgrace to me : I do 
sot think this Houfe or the nation thought me difhonoured by that 
difmiffion: The firfl day I declared thofe fentiments for which t 
was difmifled— / remember U well — I thought it for iriy honour i 
feme very honourable and worthy gentlemen, fome fincedead^ 
and fomeflill alive^ one of them whom I Ihall ever love and fhall 
tver lament ; one of them i& dead fince to every thing but his own 
honour and the grateful memory erf* his country,; one of theni 
whothought me fo little of the character of an incendiary^ that 
h^ crofied the Houfe> together with others; to congratulate mej 
On jthe honour of my condudt^ and to embrace me in open parlia- 
ment; .At that moment I think I flood clear to the imputation of 
being an incendiary. The character of an incendiary, therefore^ 
feems to have been fuperinduced upon me of a fudden ; it has 
fprouted out and germinated from that root of much evilj the 
fimple repeal : fince that moment fivlyjf itfeemis thati havebeeii 
going down in theopinion of the public i fince that moment they 
have found out my charafter and condudk deferve all reprobation^ 
4nd deferve the brand-'— of being an incendiary j and yet I can ' 
hardly prevail uponmyfelf to think that is the cafe,' becaufei 
fince that moment^ I have received more honourable tefHmonies 
from every corner of the kingdom^ than that Right Hon.' Member 
hasreceived in the fame period. ! fhall return once mo^e to the 
fentiments of that beloved charadter I have jufl defctibed : He was 
a man,- over whofe life, or over whole grave; Envy never hovered^ 
He was a manj wifhing ardently toferve his country himfelf, but 
not wifhing to monopolize the fervicei wifhing to partake and to 
Communicate the glory of what puffed : He gave me in his motion 
for a free trader a full participation of the honour.' Upon ano- 
ther occafidn htfatd — / remember the words-^they are traced with 
thtpehcil of j^riuiiude on my heart— He faid^ ** That I was ai 
Wan whom themoft lucrative office in the land had never warped 
in point of integrity.'* The words were marked ^ I am fure 1 re- 
peat them fairly — they afe words I fhould be proud to have in-» 
fcribed upon my tbmb. Confider the man from whom they came i 
confider the magnitude of the fubjedl on which they wereTpoken t 
eoniiderthe fituation of the petfons concerned, and it adds t«f 
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and multiplies the Honour. My noble friend, — I beg pardon, he 
did not K ve to be ennobled by patent, but he was born ennobled by 
nature; his fituation at that moment was this; He had found 
himfelf obliged to furrender office, and enter into aftive oppofi- 
tion to that government from whom he had received it. I re- 
mained in office, though under the circurtiftance of having fent 
my refignation, that he did not know ; in political pofition there- 
fore we were coiitradiftinguifhed to each other : He did not know, 
while he was doing juftice to me, but that he might be doJng poli- 
tical detriment to nimfelf ; he did not know but he might ferve the 
adminiftration he oppofed ; but, carelefs of any thing except 
juftice and honour, he gave the fentiments of his heart — and he 
approved. I have mentioned. Sir, that Ihort period, during 
which the charafter of an incendiary, if at all applicable to me, 
muft have come upon me in the night, like an enemy, and have 
taken me unawares ; I cannot think the opinion of the public . fo 
transformed, when I fee every corner of the country expreffing 
their approbation of my condudt, one after another ; — great 
and refpedtable focieties of men, compared with whole fenti- 
ments the obloquy of an individual finks into nothing. Even 
this very day, I have received from the united delegates of the 
province of Connaught, an approbation, with one voice, as they 
exprefs it, of that conduct which has been flandered as the con- 
duct of an incendiary. Here is a congregation of men, not one 
©f whom I have ever feen, to none of .whom I have ever a 
chance of doing afervice, who could have nothing in contempla- 
tion, buf the doing an aft of juftice. Sir, I may fay, I had the 
, fame fandtion from another province,, that of Ulfter. But it feems 
I went to Belfaft in the character of an incendiary": I nvent to 
. Dungannon in the charafter of an incendiary. Now I went to 
neither of thofe places but by an invitation, and if a perfon invit- 
ed be an incendiary, what muft thofe be that give fee invitation? 
If I am an incendiary, all Ulfter is an incendiary ; if lam an in- 
cendiary, all Connaught is an incendiary — with two provinces 
therefore at ray back, and with the parliament of England be- 
hind me^ — in (ieir having coincided honourably, and nobly in 
ahat fentiment/ which I luftained,.! think I am not much afraid 
of any fmgle and folitary accyfation. But 1 have not only the 
parliaments of both kingdoms, I have. the judicial power in my 
favour. If my dodrint: was not right. Lord Manstield's was not 
right; I aik )^ou was he wrong? it haa been faid he was thc 
enemy of both countries on that occafion. But ha* the accufati- 
on been proved? Lord Manstieid has many political enemiei: 
The adminiftration at the time would have been glad to have 
proved him an enemy to both countries,, yet was there a man 
in the parliament of England, the greateft enemy to that noble 
judge^ who attempted to iind fault with his condudj After 
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Itving mentioned the judicial power, let me come to a WgWy 
refpeftable bodyi the corps of Lawyers in this country, who 
after fix months meditation by a committee chofen by ballot, gave 
their fanftion to that opinion, which is the opinion of an incendi- 
ary if I deferve that name. If Lord Mansfield be an incendiary, 
if the parliament of England be an incendiary, if the Corps of 
Lawyers are incendiaries, if the Ulfter Delegates are incendiaries^ 
if the Connaught Delegates are incendiaries, and all the fo4ie- 
ties who have joined that opinion throughout the kingdom — if 
all of thefe be incendiaries, in the name of God let me be added 
to the number, and let me be an incendiary too. fiut though I 
may befuch an incendiary, I will never be that which would de- 
ferve the name j I will never by any hollow compofition — lay 
the feeds oT future diflcnfion: I will go clearly and fully to the 
work. I will be fatisfied whenfatisfadtion is given: my nature is as 
prone tofatisfadiion, and as dillant from chagrin as that of any man. 
1 appeal to thofe wha know me from my childhood, firft at a pub- 
lic fchool, then at the univerlity of jhis kingdom, then at the 
univerfity of Oxford, and afterwards during twenty-fo\ir years, 
taking no very private part within the walls of this Houfe^-1 have 
fpoken to fads. I do not mean to arraign : Any man may be mif-. 
taken, and I wifh to fuppole any man to be really miftaken rather 
than to be fo intendedly . I would rather reconcile all men to 
the public, than make unnecefTary divifions. But though I would 
do every thing a man can do to prevent dilTenfion, I cannot be 
expected to facrifice niy charader to unlimited obloquy. Sir^ 
one circumftance I muft mention as it is fomewhat extraordinary : 
It has beenfaid by fome authority on that fide of the queilion, 
that I am the out-caft of government, and of my prince ; certainly 
Sir, my difmillionfrom office was attended with the extraprdinary 
circumftance of my difmilfion from council j therefore I fuppole 
it is that the Right Hon. Member has called me the ou(-caft of 
governmeiit andofmyprince. It certainly. Sir, was an extraor-«^ 
dinary tranfai:tion, but it was done in the cafe of Mr. Pulteney, 
it was done in the cafe of the Duke of Devonihire; therefore I 
fuppofe It will not be a" decifive proof of my reprobated or facti- 
ous character in the perfon to whom it happened. It is the firft 
time it has been mentioned to my disadvantage. Itwasinthe 
Houfe of Lords of England mentioned to the difadvantage of 
the minifter who was fuppofed to have done it by a moft refpedla- 
ble character ; it was thought not to my difhonour here ; it was 
thought not to my diftionour in the Houfe of Lords of Ireland^, 
where I have lately received from a very eminent peer, thefanc- 
tion of lentiments very different from thefe. In a word, it is but 
{hefentence of one. tongue, and upon that tongue I leave it. I 
do not however pretend to difpute a minifterial fa6t, whijch a 
pntleman iii confidence alledges. He has beeii in the confidence 
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of. tie Puke of Portland, he is as niuch a minifter as any mai^ 
Who is not in office. ' 

Thus much, therefore, I muft give to this minifterial aflertion, 
that I {hall find it impoflible for me, under fuch an interdi^, 16 
pay my refpecls at his raajefty*s caftle of Dublin, which other- 
wife I fliould be prompt to difcharge. — And I mention it, thus 
jpubljcly, that my abfence may not be interpreted info any want 
of themofl perfedtduty and loyalty to my. prince, or of the great- 
fcft refpedt to the nobleman who prefides there. I am riot a man 
formed to court profcription j I will not feek difgrace, let it re- 
main in its den, I will not revoke it. Sir, I have trefpafled too 
Jong, and I amopprefled with the weight knd multitude of thanki 
which I owe you and the Houfe ; I have troubled you too long 
"Upon a private fubje^, but, with your permillion, I will endea- 
vour to make amends the next day, by bringing before you a fub- 
jedt of more importance, the oeconomy of the nation; I beg par- 
don for wbat'I have faid, I have promiled'too much, V am in youir 
judgment whether I IhaH do it. You have heard what has palled 
.upon my fubjeft ; I appeal to you, if I am th^t character that has 
been drawn ; if fam that character in any degree, I do riot depre- 
cate your juftice j but I call for it ; and exhort you, for your- 
felves and your country, to get rid of a member who would be un- 
worthy to fit among you. . u • 

*' Sir Edivard Newenham and Mr. Grattan both arofe at the fame 
time ; but the Houfe calling upon the firft gentleman, he proceeded 
and faid,' that he trembled for the honour and dignity ofparlia-i 
ment, jf either of the gentlemen were fuffered to proceed further ; 
that an accufation had been made, and a defence was heard ; nei^ 
ther of the gentlemen could defire^more j arid he hoped the Houfe 
would be unanimous in fopporting his queftion of adjournment j 
that their country called upon ihofe two gentlemen to exert their 
great and eminent abilities in fupport of thofe important meafures 
which were fbon to coriae before diem, and not throw away their 
time. Or toifap ply thofe abilities in perfonal altercations. ' 
■ The whole Houfe I'eemed to approve of what ^u Edward Nrju^ 
tnbam faid j and the queftion of adjournment was carried. • * 



Monday, November 3. 

The Speaker took the chair earlier than ufual. After three 
members were fworn in, t : » ? ' . 

The ordet of the day, appointing the trial of the petition of 

John William Fofter, and Kjchard Dawfon^ Efqrs. againft Lord 
ocelyn, for an undue election in the borough of Dundalk, wai 
Tcad ; when the Speaker proceeded in the accuftomed form (aftef 
the Houfe had been called orer) to draw fromglaifes thirty names^ 
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•nt ofwhicli the parties might chufe fifteen, purfuant to Mr. Fitz-- 
gihbonh amendment of the Grenville a6t, as a committee for th# 
trial. When the names were drawn, and delivered to the ref-» 
peftive agents, they withdrew, and Ihortly after returned and pre- 
fcnted the following names : 



RightHon, J, Hely Hutchinfon, 
Right Hon, J, Cuffe, 
T. Parker Bulhe, Efq, 
IfaacCorry, Efq, 
Major Vowell, 



Sir Barry Denny, Bart. 
Mr. Cope, 

Sir Francis Hutchinfon, Bt. 
J. Staples, Efq. 
Right Hon. George Ogle, 

J.Stewart, Efq. ^ j Robert Sandford, ' Efq. 

Edward Crofton, Efq. I Counfellor Rowley. 

J. Uniacke, Efq. \ 

who were accordingly fworn at the table. 

While the parties concerned were nominating their committee, 
Mr. Alexander Englijb obferved to the Houfe, that the petition 
prefented againft him, for an undue ekdtion for the borough of 
Ennifcorthy, and upon which an order had been made for its trial 
on Wednefday next, was not an authentic paper, as not one of 
the names figned thereto was written by the perfons themfelves. 
He was anfwercd by 

Mr, Fitzgibbofi^ who (aid, the Honourable Gentleman's ob- 
jedUon had no weight, unlefs he could prove that thofe namc« 
were figned without the knowledge or concurrence of the perfonsi 
and that the contrary could be proved, and the petition authcn* 
ticated by theteftimony of one of the petitioners, whofe avowal a* 
Jone was fufficient for the purpofe. 

Accordingly, Mr. Grogan^ a burgefs of Ennifcorthy, was 
brought to the bar, and the petition being read to him by the 
Cleric, djepofed, that his name thereto figned was by his order, af- 
ter having been tranlmitted a copy of the petition j and he avow* 
cd the petition. 

The Speaker declai:ed it therefore as his opinion, that the petiti- 
'«n being avowed by one of the petitioners, the order of the day 
for trying it on Wednefday muft ftand. 

Mr. Flood faid, Nptwithftanding the late hour, and the fufFo- 
cation with which we are atprefent threatened in this Houfe, and 
which will, 1 truft in future be prevented by fome contrivance to 
admit the frefh air without danger of cold, I cannot avoid offer- 
ing to your confideration, a plan which will introduce a fyftem 
of oeconomy into the ftate, and thereby enable this country to 
avoid that abyls of poverty and wretchednefs, with which through 
the mifmanagement of the minifter, and corruption of his fatellites 
we are now threatened. — A military reduction I confider as af- 
fording the only folid ground for ceconomy.— To reduce the civil 
Jift would be frivolous— pitiful — undcferving tl^ name ofoecono- 
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my ; and rtcrefbre ought to bring contempt on fuch as wonld vWi^ 
fure to reft folely there — not that I think the civil lill ought toef- 
cape the pruning hand of this Houlie, for every little vrm help — ; 
but fo materially do our prefent expenditures exceed our income, 
that the whole civil lift being ftruck off, would by no meani 
equal them : — to begin with it therefore is ridiculous — that this is 
the proper time for entering ^n this difcuflion no man can deny 
—if we wait till the committee of fupply fit, we fhall be told ti$ 
too later-fo ^apid and conftant too has our extravagance been, 
that no time ihould be loft in interpofing pn behalf of our coun- 
try. In tjie year 1755 you were not in debt — in the beginning of 
the late war you were not in debt — At the conclufion of the war 
you owed but 500,000/. yet in the time of peace you quadruple 
that debt, notwithftanding the people and manufadtures werebur- 
thened with new and and exceffive. taxation. — Your revenue has 
fcncreafed, and your debts haVie kept pace with it — fince the aug-; 
mentation was voted, (his has been regularly the courle of things 
- — let the virtue then of 1783, correct the abufes of 1762 — the 
caufes of which then originated in the breach of the minifter of the 
day — a man as able as he was crafty— a man who wanting na- 
tural fubftituted pepuniary influence, who unconn ded in thi? 
count;ry had great connexions to oppofe — thus fitiiated, he at 
Tirft Carried his idea^ fo far that'he applied for an augmentation 
of 20,000 men — but this was fo truly laughable, that it was fcout- 
fed at — this unreafonable plan was reduced to 15,000 men — but 
forefeeing that it would no( be cafy to carry even this point at 
one ftroke, he artfully introduced a refolution, that 12,000 meii 
were neceflary for the defence of this country, knov^ing that we 
dare nor meddle with the 3590 vfrhich we" had always paid for 
England — thtis did we become dupes t6 his ambition — and we 
were faddled with an army of officers— not privates — an army 
of expence — not of ufe — an army of the minifter-r-not of the 
people. - .' ' ^ •' ^ ' • . • ' 

• I know arguments will be found to prove that all this was ex- 
pedient, and that the' great number of officers and regiments are 
neceiTary ; but I fhall only aflc, would the king of Prufiia (and 
though I highly honour and rdpeft the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman who conuiQands our army, it is nodifgrace to fet him the 
^King of Fruffia'for an example) &Ct fo I No.. I lay, the King of 
Pruffia, who is on all hands allowed, to iinderftand fnilitary mat- 
ters as well as any individual now alive, differs widely from us i^ 
the regulation of his army ; in it the proportion of privates tooffi^ 
ters is not as ours is, nearly doiible to what it is in ou^ army. — 
No — we know that he has not one-fourth our number of officers 
in proportion to his troops. Some regulation to this effect might . 
. alfo afford ground for confiderable retrenchment, and for one fuch 
iregulation it (hould meet my fupport, merely in compliment tp 
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|Iie opinion of that great man ; and his opinion w« may cafily 
colleft from his pra6lice. Now if the prefent diftrefled ftate of 
our finances be traced to this fource ; if a faulty military eftablifh- 
ment, encreafed by a more faulty augraentatio^n, be the caufe of 
our enormous debt, the time of peace is furely the proper time to 
apply a remedy ; but that this buiinefs may not depend merely on 
what I fay, 1 have it in my power to apply to the records of the - 
Hdufe for corroborating teftimony. In the year 1 768, there was 
a committee (of the greateft confpquence, if we confider the men 
)vho compofed it) to take this queftion into confideration ; I fhall 
call for their report, in whi^h you will fee the greateft abufes 
cxpofed, you will fee that our expences outran our revenues 
150,000/. per year before the augmentation, and that fince that 
time we have encreafed'in extravagance ioo,ooo/» more per an- 
num, making each fellion 500,000/, increafe pf our debt j as, 
therefore it is in this department our great expence lies, it is by 
' ^^etrenchjng this we can hope effedtually to ferve the nation, to 
prevent her from bankruptcy and fave her from ruin : and is there 
any man who will fay this ought not to be done^ or that it is not 
a confummation devoutly to Be wiflhed ? • . 

In the civil lift, we may indeed make fome trifling retrench- 
ments, but nothing that can eiientially relieve the nation. Is there 
any man who will fay, that 12,000 men may not be maintained as 
heretofore ? No, nor will any man fay that what we could fave 
by ceconomy and retrenchment, ihouldbe thrown away on a mi- 
litary eftablifhment, when it might be applied to other meafures 
infinitely more beneficial ^o' the nation. — Mr. Flood then moved, 
that the Clerk fhoujd i:ead the report of the committee appointed 
in 1 768, to confider the military eftablifhment c£ this kingdom and 
jhe expence thereof, 

[The Clerk then' read at the table the. report of the committer 
in 1768 5 aftef which] 

The 'Attorney' General faid that the committee of fupply, which 
yrould fit on Thurfday, would be a more proper place for bring- 
ing on a bufinefs of the kind, as it might be t|iere more £\iily and 
properly debated, 

Mr* tHood faid, that the prefent was the moment proper— that 
when' there was no Irifti mutiny bill, the committee of fupply 
would have been the place | but he brought it on thus early, and 
in full Houfe, that the minifters both here and in England might 
fee the inability of the nation,, and be prepared accordingly j af- 
ter which he intended an humble addrefs to his Majefty, ftating 
the report of 1 768, and the increafed difability of the country to 
maintain lb great an army in time of profound peace, and humbly 
jpraying his Majefty to reftore the due proportion between the re- 
sources and expences of the kingdom. He did not mean to fpc- 
5;ify the minute articles of reform, but in general words to lay. 
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.thati fctrencHment in the military eftaHi{hment is abfolutcly nc- 
ccffary. [The report of the committee in 1768, ftating the bur- 
thenfome military eftablifhment as the caufe of the great national 
inability and diftrefs, was then read by the clerk,] whereupon 
Mr, Flood moved. That an humble addrefs fhould be prefented 
to his Majefty, ftating the fame, and that fince an augmentation 
has taken place, additional burdens had been laid on, by which 
we have been prevented from making any effectual retrenchment, 
but have much increafed the expence of the nation. 

Mr. Denis Browne, — ^I entirely coincidex in the motion of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, and if minifters dp not, I (hall ex- 
^ peft to fee them abandoned by many gentlemen who are at prefent 
.feated around them ; and many on this fide who are well dilpof- 
ed to fupport them in every effort for the welfare of Ireland. — 
England now totters under an enormous debt ; by frugality we 
may be enabled to affift her in the hour of diftrefsj but by reduce- 
ing our army we do not reduce our ftrength, for, if 50,000 men 
were wanted for the common caufe we could immediately have 
them. If government oppofe this great ceconomical meafure, it 
inuft appear to this Houfe that their intentions and declarations 
are widely different ; and I have no doubt but many refpeftable 
gentlemen, who I fee difpofed to concur with the prefent admini* 
«ration, will abandon it. 

I therefore conjure minifters, by every hope they entert^n of 
fuccefs, and the members of this Houfe by ever jr tie that binds 
diem to their Country, that they will eafe !he nation as much as 
ftiay be, of the military expence. The country whofe circulating 
cafh is but one million and an half cannot bear the eftablifliment; 
this is the favourable moment to reduce it, we want not an army 
to .defeat us, neither do we want an army of obfervati on, watch- 
ing a favourable moment to enflave us. ' 

.^//<?r«<fy G^«^rtf/.7— Notwithftanding all I have heard, I ftfll 
think this motion premature j we have not yet examined the nati- 
onal accounts, and I will be bold to fay, that if by the moft vi- 
gorous exertions any reduction can be made in any department, 
(and much I think may be done) it will be made ; but as to the 
number of troops, that number was fixed fo long ago as the reigii 
of King William the third, at a time which was indeed the be- 
ginning of a free conftitutioii to England, but was the cera of fla- 
very to Ireland ; that number continued down 10 fixty-nine, 
when the augmentation took place, and it was then conditioned 
that 12,000 men fliould at all times' be kept within the kingdom 5 
nay, a verbal agreement was not thought fufficient, but it wai 
ftipulatcd that his Majefty 's royal affu ranee, that he would at all 
times keep that number within this kingdoni, fliould be inferted 
in the a^V which aivthorized fuch augmentation. This v/as deem- 
ed a great conftitutional advantage, and a great ftatefman in Eng- 
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land, now no xjiorc^ thought fo deeply of it, that it was laying 
the prerogative under fuch great reftriclion, with refpedt to th^ 
difpofal of the army, that he was wont to call this law — a fea" 
ther plucked from the royal wing. In 1769, when the augmentati7 
jpn was made, wc had before us the very report on which the 
Right Hon. Gentleman now lays fo much ftrels ; it was a time of 
profound peace^ except as to the parliament of Britafn, who 
were then attempting to w»eft thtfceptre o^ omnipotence frop Provi- 
dence } who were preparing letters for America, and rivetting 
the chains of Ireland. It was then faid, and faid with truths 
that wc were raifing men to cut the throats of our brethren ia 
America ; but now give me leave to ihew the (ituation of this 
country, and then let any man fay> that what might even have 
been right formerly, would be becoming the parliament of Ire- 
land now ; for then every wind that brought wealth to England 
was the riide mefTenger of taxation ; commerce lay ftagnant ia 
bur ports, while mifery and defolation overfpread the land. 
JLaws were made to ftation ihips cf v/ar upon our coafts, to pre- 
vent us from enjoying thofe benefits which God and nature had be- 
ftowed upon the i(Ie. We were prohibited by a foreign law ffom 
felling the Wool that grew in our own country. This diabolical 
aft, which deprived us of our trial by the juries of our own coun-* 
tries, virent farther, and decreed that the fubjeds of Ireland 
though acquitted in their own country, might be carried by force 
to Britain,; and there tried, condemned, ahd punifhed, for any 
breach of that act, and that their acquittal in Ireland fliould avail 
them nothing. Such was the flate of commerce. What was the 
idate of conftitution } ' Analmofl total privation of the rights of 
men, bound by foreign laws, and obliged to apply to England in 
the dernier refource — our army governed by an Englilh law, and , 
a foreign flate exercifing the power of depriving of life and limbi 
within this realm, foldiers maintained by us; but nowBritaia 
has learned wjfdom in afHiftion's fchool, we are reflored to the 
rights of a free people, and Ireland takes her flation among the 
nations; out conftitution is acknowledged, our commerce is un- 
reftraincd' we enjoy in common with -Britain every benefit of 
trading to the Weft-Indies, to Africa, and to her other fettle- 
ments,. which fhe has purchafed with her blood and treafure,* and 
which have not coft us one frilling ; we enjoy all this under the 
prote£tiont)f the Englilh navy, to which we contribute nothings 
(for alas ! the navy of Ireland confifts but of fix revenue cruizers) 
and if we enjoy all this without expence, fhall we grudge to fup- 
port three thoufand men, (the number added by the augmentation) 
tor the fafety of our mutual commerce ? Is it generous ? is it 

juft? • 

In the lafl felfion of parliament, we told England that wc 
were determined to fland or fall with her, tojbarc her conjiitution. 
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andtojhare her fate\ and as a proof of our fincerity, we voted 
ioo,oooI. and 20,000 men. We took for a little more than one 
day, the burthen from the (boulders of Atlas — for at that time 
England was under anexpenceof 7q,ooo1. each day. What has 
fince happened tojuftify our now withdrawing our alliftance? 
Nothing f On the contrary, the conduct of Britain has been fuck 
as muft unite us in the bands of friendlhip forever. 

Mr. Molyneux, — 1 think myfelf called upon to fupport thig 
inoticn, as I myfelf have made one of a fimilar tendency; and I 
hope that my inexperieace ^will not hurt the caufe. ^ I have heard 
with wonder, what has fallen from the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
whofe fame has fpread to every part of this kingdom. The per- 
petual theme of his declamation was, heretofore retrenchmenty equa^ 
-It ze your expences to your means- — cut down your eJiabliJbmentSf^woxe 
his words j and now he comes forth the champion to raaintaiifthc 
military augmentation, I can forgive him for not ufing in his 
ipeech any argument that could be ufed. He has indeed addreff- 
cd our palHons, but whatever we feel for Great Britain, I .hopa 
we fliall feel for Ireland alio ; and if the Right Hon. Gentleman 
feels thus, let him prove that his declarations were not mere 
words of courfej let him by alfifting to retrench the military ex- 
pence, prove that they were the honeft efFufions of his heart. 

Put 1 will never allow that we are under fuch great and mighty 
obligations to England. What is it we owe her ? Is it the righti 
and privileges of men? — Thefe were obtained, not from her bene- 
volence, but through the vigorous exertions of this country — nor 
will I, while I can ftand, allow that we are obliged for them to 
any thing but the glorious fpirit of liberty which animates our 

people. Are we mdebted to England for trade ? She gave us 

liberty to trade with her colonies when (he had loft America, 
and to her fettlements in Africa, when they were in the' fame (itu- 
atiOn. — She pretended to give us a trade,, when fhe had not any 
to give. As to the Weft India trade, it is ruinous to this country. 
The London merchants have monopolized thatj and we lofe 
24,oooL a year trading to the Englifh Weft India iflands, though 
we were foolilh enough to exclude ourfelves from trading to thofe 
of other nations, as a grateful return of the favour beftowed up- 
on us by England. As to a ftanding army, I know of btit two 
reafons'for fupporting one^j internal fafefcy, or external feciirity, 
Ireland never was in a more tranquil (ituation internally \ and t 
have not heard of any enemies abroad. — Yet formerly when the 
white boys and hearts of fteel were committing their depredations, 
c'r when a few ragged half ftarved Frenchmen infulted our coafts, 
was it the army that aififted us ? No, it was the fpirited exertions 
of our people ; and if the army in the time of danger, could . 
neither fupport us at home or abroad, why ihould we maintain 
them now in time of profound fecurity? When this ifland, in tla^ 
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beig^t of tbe mod univerfal md ruinous war that e\'er Britain 
experienced, was left trufting to 5,000 men, when the laft re* 
maining fleet was put upon the hazard, was it the army that gave 
us confidence and fecurity ? — No, it was the virtuous exertion* 
of our brave citizens ; they defended their country without hire 
or payment — they have oow a particular claim to reward ; and 
in this very line, they do demand it, they requeft you will beftow 
a favour on their country, by eafing her of unneceffary expence. 
If minifters mean fairly, they will agree to this refolution, and 
by adling honeftly, the Houfe may ihew that there is no occafioa 
for parliamentary reform. 

Sir John Blaquiere fpoke againft the morion ; he gave a hilloty 
of the king of Pruflia's regularions ; but he admitted that a lef» 
number of officers were made to anfwer than in our army. 

Mr. Brtnvnf, of the College, faid that great confidence had been 
repofed in the prefent adminiftration, and much was expedted 
from their oeconomical difpofirion, but nothing had been as yet 
cffeded by it. • He therefore adjured them to let this motion 
pafs. 

Mr. Ogle faid, he oppofed the motion, as bfeing not only pre- 
mature, but unneceffary. The redudlion of the army, he (aid, 
is at this conjunfture peculiarly improper ; the tenipeft of war ^ 
rages in the North between Ruflia and the Porte, France is ex- 
pedledto join, and England cannot ftand neuter. 

He faid, I confefs a gratitude to England — we have faid, we 
would ftand or fall with her. Her debt is two hundred and thir- 
ty-two millions, and her credit finking; is it now a time for us to 
fajr we cannot fupport fo fmall a portion of troops for the defence 
of the empire? 

Sir Herculei Langrijhe faid — if ^<f had offered to the Houfe the 
addrefs which had been moved by his Honourable Friend — if 
three days before the Hoiife of Commons were to enter into an 
enquiry, and make a decifion on a fubjedl which it was their 
boaft to have recently reftored, and their exclufive determinati- 
on; that is to fay, the number of men they think proper to vote 
for the enfuing year — if he were by fuch an addrels to anticipate 
» your judgment, to relinquifli your privilege, and once more throw 
this power into the ocean of prerogative — he fhould be fearful 
that his Honourable Friend would accufe him with having forgot- 
ten thofe principles of conftitutional liberty, which in early years 
they had ftudied together. Though the charadter and authority 
of the Honourable Gentleman, mult protedt him from fuch a fui- 
picion, yet the implicarion would lie ftroqgly againft the Houfe 
of Commons if they were to agree to this addrefs. — As to the ob- 
ject of this addrefs — ** The redu6tion of your expences by there- 
du6lion of your army,]' I concur with thofe gentlemen who have 
gone before i^e, in thinking the difcuflion unreifonablc until yon ' 
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have examined your public accounts j from whence alohe you cart 
judge, by a corapanfon of your expenCes and revenues^ of thcJ 
neceflity or the means of public retrenchment. — Oeconomyis a 
doftrine eligible and applicable to every nation, and every time 5 
to every ftate, and every condition a.mongfl: men; But that; like 
cvety thing elfej is a relative term; and Whilft fiiat is attended 
to, other great duti<is are not, to be forgotten. — My Honourable' 
Friendj with a largenefs of mind that diftiiiguilhes all his efforts; 
lays his hand at once on the army, afs the fruitful foufce of re- 
. trenchment. I adnait it is fo ; but in making that a facrifice to 
oeconomyj we (hould facrifice an higher duty — you would draw 
your accuftomed aid from your (iftef country; at the very mo- 
ment in which (he is extending to you every inftance of juftice 
and afFeclion-^You would refufe jour ufual Contribution to the 
en^p're, at the very moment in which you have acquired a valua- 
ble intereft in her prefervation; Befid,e retrenchment^ othet con- 
cerns muft fill our mind — National character and national honout 
are not to be forgotten; . ,. . 

Whenweaiked for commerce in 17791 the i^ords of .our ad- 
drefs were thefe^ ** We lament that the limited ftate of our ^radcf 
and commerce muft^ by narrowing our refources^ (et bounds to our 
liberality*"— How can you -reconcile this addrefs to the other ? 
How can you reconcile this language of aclcnowledgmentj with 

that language of felicitation?' The addrelTes would indeed be 

conformable to each other, if yoiir firft addrefs to his Majefty had 
iaid, *' Remove thofe reftridions that opprefs^ and we will fet 
bounds to our liberality— we will dimiuifti our fuppUes*— we will 
difband our army— open to us everj l!burceof prolperity that Eng- 
land has acquired by the blood ci her inhabitants and the expen-^ 
diture of millions, and we will contribute lefs than ever to the 
common caufe." — No f Thefe were not our fentin^eqts when we 
alked — they will not be our fentiments now we have obtained our 
tights* He ftated the hiftory of the augmentation of 1769, and 
the motives that induced it — net merely for our ow/idefenccj but 
even then avowedly to make a contribution to the fupport of the 
whole empire. He alked what had happened fince to induce ui 
to withdraw a contribution continued ih many yes^rs ? 

He drew a parallel betweeti the different conditions of the* 
times : — We had not then a communication of commerce and con- 
ftitution. — We were not then a people enjoying perfect liberty,- 
and commencing unlimited commerce* — Though there were then 
bonds of connection between us, there were likewife caufesofjea- 
loufy — We had not then fo great an intereft in the empire; 

He concluded with faying, he would follow the lenfe of the 
parliament of 1769, ftrengthened by a thoufand new incentives^ 
in the idea of bearing this Imali part in fupport of the whole em- 
pire j and that we never ihould be credited in our aiiertions of 
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regard ta tlie common caufe. If under our prefent circuniftances, 
we were to retra£t a contribution we afforded in times and condi-^ 
tionsfo very dilHmilar. 

Right Honourable Luke Gardiner faid. No man has a jufter 
fenfe of gratitude than I, 15,000 men or double the number, I 
would afford Great Britain, if it was in oiir power fo to do ; but 
from tht papers on your table, the alarming truth appears, thac 

your military eftabli(hment alone exceeds your revenue. In 

the two lad years you had not more than 5000 men, and yeC 
what a prodigious exceeding do we find ! Since we could not af- 
ford 5000, muflweload ourfelves with 15,000, though on the 
fmaller numbejr our revenue falls Ihort of our expence 250,000/. 
If the cafe is otherwife^ I am fatisfied that we maintain the larger 
number. 

I wiih well to Great Britain, ;but will not promife impofUbili* 
ties. Muft we again go be^ng to England for money to pay an 
army ? In (hort, let adminiftration ihew me any pofiible Icheme 
of litpporting fuch an eftabliihment, and I (ball gladly . ac- 
quiefce. 

The Right Honourable Henry Tbeopiilus Clements. — The mo- 
lion. I conceive wholly premature, as we are verging on the com- 
mittee of fupply, where fufch a meafure only ihould be taken up, 

I acknowledge the keeping of fo large a body of forces in the 
kingdom will be attended with additional expence, but then, I 
am happy it is in my power to Ibew you that the revenues of this 
country will next year be adequate to the expenditure ; for it 
appears from the accounts delivered in, that our revenue has.en- 
creafed in the lafl two years 314,000/. more than the two preced- 
ing ones. 

Mr. Greene went over the fame ground as thofe who had before 
fpoken againft the motion. 

The trmxft, — Whatever gentlemen may think on this occafion, 
1 am clearly of opinion, fuch an addrefs as that propofed, ve- 
ry unbecoming at this time. The reduction of our army could at 
no time be fo improper as now. — What (hall we fay to England ? 
We refufe you this day, when you have made us free, what we 
granted you when you held us in fetters \ nay, when they galled 
us mofl. 

When the committee of accounts have made their report, then, 
if proper at any time, you may proceed on fuch a mealure. 

Right Honourable Luke Garamer, — When we granted 5000 to 
Great Britafn, ihe was in a manner at wan with all Europe ; but 
of what ufe is our keeping an army for her now ? it is an empty 
fervice. 

An Honourable Gentleman has mentioned, that our revenue ha» 
encr;:afed 300,000/. but what fignifies that encreafeor double that 
fum, if our exceedings keep more than pace with it? we areftill as 
Wd at fver. 
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ShHenty Ca'vendijb. — I would a(k a queftion of the RigJif Hof- 
nourable Secretary i Are we at peace, or are we it war? Is there? 
any acrount received of aft armament preparing in France t<i hjA 
in this kingdom^ or in Great Britain ?— if notj we are theii-iii 
peace. We hear, indeed, of retrenchmer]ts intendrd by govern^' 
ment; but if the minifter will not j(jf)ecify them to us^ I believe 
they intend none. 

The Recorder, — I feel the pcculfar delicacy of m^^ fituation,- a!i 
ih^ delegate of virtuous men, and as the reprefentativc of the firft 
' city in the kingdom, where pofllbly, at times a {landing army ha* 
afforded a theme of jealoufy * but I think every member ought ttf 
deliver his fentiments free and undifguifed. 
Juftum et tenacem propofiti virum, 
Non civium ardor, pravajubentium^ 
Non vultus inftantis tyranni - . 

Mente quatitfolida. ' ' ■ ' ■ ' ■ 

Oeconomy, I think, is indeed abfolutely neceflary, amJ whert 
it can be obtained by fair and honourable means, it is a confum^' 
mation devoutly to be wifhed. There was a time when I would 
not have wiUied to maintain a fingle foldier^ becaufe then his im- 
plicit obedience was paid to an Englifli law^ biit now I profeft 
myfelf a friend to the army ; they are regulated by a law of Irei. 
land, and I mull fay, that my judicial fituation has given me fre- 
quent opportunities of feeing in general, that body of men amena- 
ble to the laws. I have often remarked, that whenever the mili-^ 
tary are mentioned^ the volunteers are contrafted to them. As to 
the volunteers of Ireland, I hold them in the greateft refpedfc and 
reverence, and I am bold to fay, they never had a more faithful 
friend than I am. A former parliament was incenfed at fome im^ 
proper condu6l, I undertook and happily accompliihcd a reconci- 
liation. I know the volunteers have fhewn the higheft mefit in ob- 
taining the rights and confiitution of their country, and I trufl 
they will always manifell equal merit in preferving them — but \i 
the detail of garriibn duty and military fervice to be for ever 
thrown upon the volunteers ? Are their labours to be inceflant,- 
and agriculnire, the loom, and the fliuttle to remain negledted ? 
No, let the volunteers have reft, and return to their occupations i 
they have ufed their arms in their country's fervice, and I have 
no doubt but they will keep them bright and in readinefs to fup- 
port the law and confiitution of their country when attacked. — '• 
The prefent army eflablifhment is not encreafedj it is jufl the fame 
as before the lait war, and in juftice, as well as gratitude, w^ 
cannot proceed to the immediate reduction of the army ;• befides, 
the military fhould be now retained as a poffe comitatuiy to aflift and 
be fubordinate to the civil'magiftrate in enforcing the due executi* 
on of the la\!rs of the land. 
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Mr. Bujbe faid, will you hear England exclaim, O you who 
have obtained a mutiny bill of your own, will you throw off the. 
army you have taken out of our hands ? Will you refufe to defend 
the colonies we have given you the trade of? Will you refufe your 
quota for the general fervice ? 

Mr. Cony faid he was decidedly for the addrefs. He afked, 
would any gentleman fay that peace is not a feafon fqr military- 
reduction, at a time when the fituation of the country calls for 
(Economy ? — Gentlemen had fpoken of redudtion in the civil efta- 
bliibment, and feezed to fay by their arguments, exactly the 
reverfe of what in his opinion was fitting, fince bethought that at 
a time when ihe country was preffed with the cxpence of a war, 
it was fit to attempt civil reduQion, and that when the bleflings 
of peace were reftored, was the time to make reduftion in the 
military. 

Mn Hartley, — Whenever it has been urged in argument againft 
Ireland, that as fhe contributed nothing towards the fupport of the 
Britifh navy, and therefore fhe ought to participate in the trade 
of Britain, I have always anfwered, that though we do not maintain 
a navy, we fupport an army in the common caufe. Was I to 
vote this night for aredudtion of the army, I fhould thereby vote 
againft my opinion in favour of Ireland's right to trade to Britifh 
colonies. The trade of this kingdom is to be protected by a 
Britiih navy, and we in return, ought to fupport our peace efta- 
blifhment ; befides I expedl that when the equalizing duties comfe 
on, minifters will remember this vote, and not by deftroying the 
effects of a free trade, prove that I was wrong to give it. 

Mr. Browne, of Trinity College, faid, he was no party-man, yet 
declared himfelf. obliged a fecond time at this early period of the 
feifion, tooppofe an adminiftration, which wasfuch adeteritiined 
foe to o?conomy. An adminiftration which not only was about 
to rejcA the fingle plan of retrenchment, which could be efFeftual, 
but had lately denied the neceffity of any retrenchment at all, — 
He proved that retrenchment was abfolutely neceffary, by ftating 
the formidable amount of the national debt, and (hewed that as our 
expenditure exceeded our income by 200,000/. per annum, the 
debt muft perpetually increafe, as we muft borrow that fum eve- 
ry year. The example of England (hewed the horrid confequen- 
ces of an incrcaiing debt, and the prefent was the beft time for ua 
to ftifle -the moniter in its very infancy. He afked, why mini 
fters, inftead of abufmg ourcommon fenfe, by afking men to wait 
for committees of accounts, and committees offupply, to prove 
what every body knew, did no^ think of forming a finking fund ? 
They could not do this, until they brought our expences below 
bur income, and if they could do fo, fo as to fave even the fmall 
fum of 20,000/. per annum, even that in lefs than fifty year* 
would pay off the debt, if the interell Ikved by the fums paid off, 
^ G 
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was perpetuall J applied to the difcharge of tfie remaining part of 
the principal. 

He proceeded to (hew that retrenchment could be had only in 
the army eflabliftment ; he declared himfelf an enemy to (land- 
ing armies; but if they mud be, wi(hed at leaft for a redudlion. 
But here he was very brief, as the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man who made the- motion, he faid, had anticipated him, and 
though he might enjoy his path, he could not prefume to ap- 
proach it* 

Mr* Pelham laid — Sir, I have been called upon by a Right Ho- 
nourable Baronet, and I feel it my duty to fay a few words iit 
reply r if this. Sir, was the firft day of the fupply,' I (hould think 
myfelf culpable if I was not ready to debate the prefent queftion \ 
but as it feems the general opinion that it is now premature, I 
fhall not enter minutely into it, particularly as it has been de- 
bated in a manner fo favourable and fo honourable to admi- 
niftration ; it is not my practice, nor that of the minifters with 
whom I have the honoui to aft, to make mighty promifes j 
— *I rather hope by my anions to gain the approbation of 
this Houfe ; but when the provifions for the future year come to 
be made, and the army e(labli(hment to be examined, I hope to 
fhew that I have not been inattentive, jand that fuccefsful attempts 
have been made towards reducing much of the military expences, 
and in laying the ftate of the eftabliCiments before the Houfe in 
a more fatisfaftory, clear, and explicit manner than ever had been 
done formerly. 

Mr. Parfons. — Gentlemen will now fee, fince fuch a meafiire at 
the one before you is eluded, when a war is fo improbable, that 
they have nothing to expe6t, when for a contingent necelfity \n 
England we negledl making fo nece(rary a reduction. It was al- 
ways in our powder to reduce our civil efbablifliment, but it is now 
Only we can retrench our military, except we intend this kingdom 
merely as a barrack to England. 

Your debt, it is true, is now only two millions, but in twen- 
ty years more it will be ten millions, the very incereil of which 
will be equal to your whole revenue. 

Our expences muft be reduced on a great fcale, no little nib- 
bling of petty offices of (late can relieve our exhaufted finances. 

Mr. Doyle faid that he felt the addrefs to be at the prefent time . 
and in the prefent ftate of the country as ungrateful as it wks un- 
neceflary, 

Mr. Henry Flood. — I am concerned to rife again at fo late an 
hour, but in my opinion, all that has been objctted to my motion 
is foreign to the argument. I am told it is too late, it is prema- 
ture, it will not be too late on Wednefday to bring it forward. 
VVhat, I pray you, ha& the committee of fupply to do with a 
queftion of oeconomy ? I do not mean to curtail or (horten your 
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fupply, but want to render your meaTis fuflScient for the fupply. 
You have been told that it was an Englifh parliament that fixed 
your eftablifhment at 12,000 men, and no more, that army in 
King William's reign was thought fufficicnt, but a greater number 
might have endangered the liberties of England. 1^2,000 men 
were fufficient to oppofe King James„ the lawful King of Ireland, 
who had not only a large party in the kingdom bound by their 
allegiance, but a much larger number, almoft the whole kingdom 
on his fide, from religious' principles. A large army was then 
neqefTary, but not at this time, when you have taken the catho- 
lics to your arms, when you are all on one fide ; and is it be- 
caufe the occafion of having 12,000 men has ceafed, that you 
muft have 15,000 ? Arguments founded on fuch propofitions are 
balderdafh, unfit for a national aflembly. This filly talk of gra- 
titude to Erigland ; I have heard the fame in this houfe when you 
were bending under her yoke. We hear every feflions of minif- 
terial virtues ; curfe on fuch virtues that undo the country ! 

A gentleman fays we chearfuUy made the augmentation; it 
paifed by a majority, but have majorities been always in the right ? 

Shall we, if tve have a real afi^eftion for England, exhauft our- 
felves witho\it occafion in fuch a manner as to be unable to aflift 
her when there is ? 

We are to have wars, and rumours of wars ; one gentleman 
tells us the tempeft of war rages at the north pole ; the Crimea is 
in arms, and the Black Sea is hoftile. England is not going to 
war ; rf it was the cafe, it muft now be a maritime war, for fhe 
has no American provinces to conquer 5 but thq calamitous con- 
dition of Britain will prevent a war though fhe defired it. 

We have heard from our late adminiftrations of oeconomy, but 
all we have feen of that oeconomy is the offices of an attorney 
and folicitor general to the Queen. 

Tlie retrenchment of the military eftablifhment we are told is the 
laft that muft be effected, becaufe the only one efficient. Every 
thing is too late or too early. We are told of the diftrefs of Eng- 
land, and we are plunging in the fame ruin. If we fall into the 
diftrefs we were fome time fince in, fhall we go to England for re- 
lief; where a minifter amidft the ruin of his country ftands aghaft, 
but talks big ? Shall we inh^erit ruin at home and reproach a- 
broad ^ ► 

' The Volunteers who have faved the land, ardently call on you 
for oeconcnjiy and reform ; if therefore by a direlidion of your du- 
ty, you ftimulate them to innovations, blame yourfelves; do 
your duty, and they will be quiet. 
* The people ftood at your back when you demanded your 
rights, now ftand at theirs. You have a niimber of young men 
among you, and it may be expeded the old leaven will not be {o 
prevalent. 

G 2 
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Let me not hear precedeiuts adduced from times when you 
had no liberty, nor of a parliament trepanned into an augmenta- 
tion. 

I fhall now leave my motion among you j let fadts, but not 
fpeculation dire6t you, and you will find no other pradlicable re- 
trenchment. 

Mr. Grattan, — I rife. Sir, to fpeak on this fubjedt, which has 
been frequently before the Houfe already. The queftion is, will 
you withdraw from the common caufe, that quota of troops 
which hitherto you have maintained ? . Are the circumftances of 
the country fuch as you think demand it, and if you are crazy 
enough to think fo, v/ill his majefly aflent to that opinion-? — 
There never was a time when he could make redudtion with a 
worfe grace, becaufe this country is now as eminently happy in 
trade, as Britain is the reverfe. 

In 1769, England pofTeffed, almoft unrivalled, the trade of 
all the world. — She poflelTed America, and owed one hundred 
and fifty millions lefs than flie owes at prefent. Ireland had no 
trade at all, and her conftitution was denied ; yet. at that day it 
was thought wife to augment the army ; and Ihallwe reduce it npw 
when we have obtained a free conftitution — a free trade — when 
we have obtained a judges bill — a limited mutiny bill — an habeas 
corpus bill — when every thing that we have demanded, has been 
conceded ? Shall we in that moment withdraw our quota of 
troops ? Before (fce obtained thofe advantages, we faid to Britain, 
that provided we would acknowledge our conftitutional and com- 
mercial rights, we would ftana or fall with her. And when they 
have been acknowledged to the full fatisfadion of every man, it 
is propofed to withdr#iw the fupport of our army. Suppofe inftead 
of faying we will ftand or fall witla Britain, we had faid, " and 
" when thofe things fhall be done, {^hen our rights JbaLl be ac- 
** knowledged and ejiablijhed) we will then in return, withdraw 
** from you the fupport of our army ;" — and yet in effect, this is 
the propofal at prelent made. I do not entirely agree in all that 
has been faid of gratitude ; we owe no gratitude but for the plan- 
tation trade, but this we owe to England, and to our own honour, 
that nvejbould not depart from an old ctyvenant. The navy of Eng- 
land protedts our trade, and we, as an equivalent, pay 70,0001. 
a year to maintain the troops deftined to ferve in the plantations. 
This is not a dear purchafe for partaking that which has coft Eng- 
land fo many millions. Has fuccefs made us niggardly, and Ihall 
. we become unkind to England, juft at the moment fhe has Ihewn 
kindnefs to us ? We have indeed held out the language of mag- 
nanimity to England, and fhall we fail in the performance ? — no, 
there are many other places to make retrenchment ; we grant a 
penfion lift of 80,0001. a year, yet complain of 70,000!. paid to 
an array— paid for the protection of the Britifti navy. We may 
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indeed make very great redudtions in the army extraordmaries. 
We may make great reduftions in the revenue department, and in 
others. Thofe reductions will, I truft, far exceed the pay of 
our augmentation. Thefe are retrenchments that ought to be 
made — but the number of our forces ought not to be diminilhed. 
Mr. Conolfy, — I am againft a reduSion of the army. The 
augment^ion was my child, and 1 hope to fee it go on and profper. 
The (^ueftion was then put, when there appeared. 
Ayes -- — 58 

Noes "- — 132 

Majority againft the queftion , 74 

Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Molyneux and the Hon. Denis Browne. 
Tellers for the noes. Sir //. Langrijbe and Mr^ G*Hara, 
Adjourned to Wednefday. 



Wepnjesday, November 5, 1783. 

The committee of accounts fat, (Mr. Aftf/c« in the chair) for 
fometime, and adjourned. After which the S^p^^^^r having taken 
the chair* 

Lord KiltvarUti prefented a petition from the inhabitants of the 
townofBelfaft. 

Colonel Rofs, Sir Edivard Nenvenhanif Mr, Montgomery y and 
feveral other members, prefented petitions, praying parliamenta- 
ry aid, which were received, read and committed, 

SeverU reports were received, and ordered to lie on the table* 

The proper officer prefented at the bar an account of the beer 
and ale brewed for fome years paft. Ordered to lie on the ta- 
ble. 

Sir Edward Newenham moved to dilcharge the order on the 
petition, complaining of an undue eledlion for the borough of 
Kilmallock, and to appoint the 4th day of February for hearing 
the fame. 

Ordered accordingly. 

Mr. FitzgMon moved that feveral perfons, burgeffes and petiti- 
oners of faid borough, (hould be ordered to attend the Houfe, on 
Monday the 2d of February. 

The defaulters who were abfent at the call of the Houfe, on 
Monday .laft, previous to the ballot for a committee, for trying 
the merits of the Dundalk election, were called over this day ; 
fome of whom, on ihewing proper caufes, on oath, were notcen- 
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« fured ; the remainder^ to a great number^ were committed to the 
cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms. 

After which the Houfe being caljed, and the members told by 
Mr. Stratford 9 the doors were locked, and the committee ballotted 
for, to enquire into the merits of the petitions ag^inft one of the 
fitting members for the borpugh of Ennifcorthy, when the follow- 
ing members were chofen : 



H. Meade Ogle, Efq> 
Sir Thomas Oftorne, Bart. 
Arthur Dawfon, Efq; 
Peter Holmes, Efq; 
Conway R. Dobbs, Efq; 



Right Hon. Barry Yelverton, 
Edward Tighe, Efq. 
John Forbes, Efq. 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald; 
Arthur Browne, Eiq; 



Charles Ruxton, Efq; j Penjs Bowes Daly, Efq; ' 

Sir Richard Butler, Bart. Qiarles O'Hjira, Efq; 

Henry Loftus, Efq; I 

Ordered to fit to-morrow. 

Ordered a writ for the borough of Ballinakil, in the room of Sir 
Annefley Stewart, Bart, who has made his election for the bo- 
rough of Charlemont. 

Sir Ed<ward Ne*wenham moved to difcharge the order, on the 
petition complaining of an undue ele^Uon for the borough of 
Swords, and to defer it to a future day, for the convenience of 
the petitioners, as one of their principal witnefles was in Eng- 
land. The queflion was put, and there appeared 

For the motion. Ayes — 3 

Againft the motion. — Noes — 47 

Tellers for the Ayes, Sir Henry Cavendijb, and Sir Edivard 

Newenbam, 
Tellers for the Noes, Lord Dehin, and Mr. Beresford^ jun. 
Adjourned 'till to-morrow. 



Thukspay, November 6, 1783, 
The call of defaulters was this day continued, and ftich as did 
not appear, or for the non-attendance of whom proper excufes 
were not given, were ordered into cuftody of the Serjeant at 
Arms, ^ 

The order of the day for trying the petition of Robert Stewart, 
Efq; complaining of an undue election for the county of Down, 
the Houfe was called over, the names were drawn, and a feleft 
committee nominated in the ufual manner; the names of the com- 
mittee were. 
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Henry Prittle, Efq; 
Charles -Henry Coote, Efq; 
Thomas Blakeney, El'q; 
Lord Delvin, 
Sir Thomas Fetherfton, 
Rogerfon Cotter, Efq; 
Robert Jephfon, Efq; 
Captain Thomas Loftus, 
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Honourable William Skeffing- 

ton, 
Henry Alcock, Efq; 
Arthur Achefon, Efq; 
William Pennefather, Efq; 
Abel Ram, Efq; 
Sir Cornwallis Maude, 
Denham Jephfon, Efq, 



While the parties were nominating the committee, the order re- 
lative to the producing of the lifts of perfons objefted to as voted 
on controverted eleftions within a limited time, was difcharged, 
and another order, after fome converfation, fubftituted in its 
ftead. 

Mr. Fiizgibhon moved, ** That members who are difqualified 
in any manner from ferving on committees on controverted eleil^i- 
ons, be difpenfed attending the Houfe at five o'clock on the days 
appointed to try the ele6tions." Ealfed in the aifirmative. 

Mr. Alexander Montgomery moved a refolution, " That in all 
controverted eletlions, to be brought before the Houfe, the petiti- 
oners, by themfelves or agents, (hould deliver to the fitting mem- 
bers, petitioned againft, a lift of the perfons whofe votes they 
obje6ted to, and their reafons for objeding, four days at leaft be- 
fore the <fay appointed for hearing the merits of the petition ; and 
that the fitting members, or their agents, do the like to the peti- 
tioners, or their agents," 

"Mr. Fofler faid, he had moved the former refolution, relative 
to this matter. He obferved the material difference was,, the ad- 
ding the objedtion ; that he had drawn the refolution in the very 
words of the Engliih houfe. 

Mr. Montgortieryj (of Cavan) faid its being from England could 
not be a fumcient reafon for embracing it', as it ftood; he there- 
fore would move the former refolution Ihould be refcinded, and 
the one now moved by the Honourable Member adopted in its 
room. 

Mr. Fojier obferved that the committees which were ordered to 
be appointed on Saturday and Monday next, could not poflibly 
comply with the refolution, and ought to be excepted therein. 

He therefore moved a fmall amendment, purporting the refoluti- 
on to operate on all petitions to be heard after Tuefday next. This 
being agreed to, the former refolution was r^cinded, and Mr. 
Mcntgomery'*^ of this day adopted. 
Lord Del<vin moved, " That the clerks of the Houfe do in future 
ve notice to all agents, concerned in contefted eledions to be 
eard before committees, that they are to ferve lifts, &c. in due 
time, according to the above refolution ; and that fuch agents as 
do not obey, be liable to the cenfure of the Houfe. 
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The proper officer prefented at the bar of the Houfe an eftimate 
of efFedtivemen in the kingdom, in November, I782,purfuant to 
an order made a few days ago. 

The proper officer prefented at the bar, feveral eftimates of dif- , 

ferent accounts, purfuant to former orders. j 

Many reports from different committees were received and or- | 

dered to lie on the table. 

A great number of petitions were prefented by Mr. Ogle, the 
Right Hon. Joibn O^Neil, the Provojiy Mr. Mafon, Mr. Beresford, 
. Sir Frederick Flood, ^iv Henry Hartftonge and other members, pray- 
ing aid fVom parliament for many manufactures in different places % 
and in behalf of the clerks of the Houfe, committee clerks, and the 
feveral door-keepers. 

The Right Honourable Thomas Conolly prefented a petition from 
a number of noblemen and gentlemen of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, fetting forth the neceffity of repairing the roads from Ho- 
lyhead through Anglefea and Carnarvonfliire, being the common 
communication between both kingdoms. 

This petition, with all the (Jthers, was referred 'to committees. \ 

Sir Frederick /"/W moved an enquiry into the expenditure of the 
fum of three thoufand pounds, granted by parliament to the truf- 
tees of St. Patrick's hofpital. 

^\t Edward Newenham ikxdy the precarious ftate of his health, 
the illnefs of an Honourable Member who intended to take an ac- ' 

tive and decided part in the reform bill, and the number of eledlion 
committees that crowded fo faft on each other, induced him to 
poftpone moving for leave to bring in a bill for the reprefentation 
of the people — that it never was liis intention to lay the bill be- 
fore the Houfe, until a fixed mode of reform had been generally 
adopted — that he had moved that queftion in a former pj^rliament, 
and renewed it now to preferve his priority in introducing the bill. 
He promifed he would give eight or ten days notice. 

Adjourned until to-morrow. 



Friday, November 7, 1783. 

The Speaker ordered the defaulters of yefterday to be called 
over, after which Mr. Bourke moved, that the members in cuftody 
of the Serjeant at Arms, fhould be difcharged without paying 
fees, which being overruled, the Speaker 'put the queftion on each 
particular name, when many were difcharged paying fees, 
and many without paying. When the name of Hajes St, Leger 
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was called, the Houfe divided on his being difcharged, and there 
appeared for the difcharge. 

Ayes, — — — 27 

Noes, — — — 89 

Mr, Of^U, as chairman of the Dundalk committee, acquainted 
the Houfe, that in obedience to a fummons ifTued by him, one 
Green had attended to give evidence, but was arretted on the 
fteps of the Parliament Houfe, by Garret Plunket, a bailiff, at the 
fuit of Robert Small, of Pruffia-ftreet • that he produced the fum- 
mons, and after fome time the bailiff enlarged him, but that Sma.II 
had been very angry, and declared he. would make the bailiff pay 
the debt. Ordered, that Garret Plunket, and Robert Small do 
attend at the bar of the Houfe to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Fofler faid, that at a time when fo much public money ^*^s 
petitioned for, he was fare nothing would be more agreeable to 
gentlemen than to be fatisfied, that the money granted Ihould be 
feithfully applied ; he would therefore move that no money be 
made payable for carrying on any canal, pier or building, until 
fuch money as might have been formerly granted be accounted for 
upon oath, before the commiflioners of impreft duties, and where 
the work has not been begun, until a proper plan and eflimate be 
delivered in, and fecurity given for the faithful execution thereof, 
by recognizance to be taken before the barons of the exchequer, 
and within a time mentioned in faid recognizance. 

He faid fuch a refolution as this was abfolutely neceiTary, in - 
order to prevent the frauds which had, he feared, been hitherto 
pra6tifed ; but gentlemen would obferve, this refolution extended 
no further than grants for building ; it did not extend to thofe that 
ihould be given for the encouragement of our manufactures, and, 
indeed, when it was confidered how numerous the applications 
had been on that head, and the vaft fums which were required, he 
feared, fuch was the prefent flate of the nation^ it would be im- 
poffibleto comply with them all, fuppofing them to be all meri- 
torious ; he had however a thought which he believed would an- 
fwer the ends of all, and that was to give a bounty upon the ex- 
portation of thofe manufa6l;ures ; every man wouli then get a jufl 
proportion according to the extenfivenefs of the branch. There 
was one gentleman, however, whom he could not confider in the 
fame predicament with the other perfons applying; it was Capt. 
Brooke, who flood peculiarly circumflanceci, and had beeainduced 
to expend vafl fums on national accounts ; firft, in bringing over 
many artifts who had determined to leave England and proceed to 
America j and fecondly, in building houfes, and fitting up con- 
venient receprions for the diftreffed weavers of Dublin; he meant, 
therefore, that he ihould obtain fome grant, but that all tht reft 
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ihould be left to pnjoy the bounty, which he believed might be 
about eight percent. 

Sir Henty Cauemdi/b begged the poflponing of the bufinefs till 
' tu-morrow, thatitjnight be confideredof. 

Sir Henry Harf/i (;nge requ&Hed it might be deferred tillTuefday 

UuXt. 

Sir Jo^M Blaquiete thought, as many members were not prefent, 
it would be right to defer it till to-morrow, which Mr. Fcfter 
agreed toj after which he obferved fo many petitions had been 
preferred, that it would be impoilible to grant large fums to all; 
he laid he thought it be£t to grant a bounty to fuch a3 appeared 
deferving, particularly for exporting woollen and cotton goods, 
wrought iron, &c. &c. fave to Captain Brooke^ who, he faid, 
ought not to be clalTed with the reft. 

General LuttrelL — Is any particular exception from the com- 
mon method intended for encouraging manufactures, to be made 
in favour of Captain Brooke f 

Mr, Fojler, — A particular attention is propofed to be paid to 
him. 

General Luttrell faid, he would not take up the time of the 
Houfe in pronouncing a panegyrick upon a man, that he believed 
deferved reward as well as Captain Brooke — becaufe, was every 
gentleman to get up and beftow encomiums oA thofe he patroniied 
--^the Houfe would have nothing to do but liftento fine Ipeechesj 
but in his opinion, every man ought either to ftand .upon the 
ground of his own particular merit, or equal encouragement 
Irould be dealt to all. 

Sir John Blaqrdere defired to know what encouragement was 
intended for the home confumption of otir manufactures.. To 
which Mr. Fojier faid, that it would be a point of infinite difficul- 
ty to decide, as any bounty on home confumption would be h- 
able to great and innumerable frauds. 

Mr. isrcnvnlcnv approved of encouraging the manufadures, by 
a bounty on export, but thought it v^ould be wrong to make any 
exception in favour of Captain Brooke ^ notwithftanding his ac- 
knowledged merit; becaufe the moll extenfive manufa6turer 
would receive moft benefit from the bounty on exportation of 
goods manufaftured. 

TJie Prozfoji thought no diftinftion ihould be made or prefer- 
inent given. 

Mr. tojhr brought up feveral reports from Committees. Or- 
dered to lie on the cable. 

Mr. Mofon brought up the general report from the committee of 
accompts, 

Mr. John Latouche faid, that the money due by difmilTed col- 
leftors, amounted to fuch an enormous fum, that in his opinion, 
parliament was loudly called upon to make enquiry into it; he 
would tiierefcre move, " that the proper officer ihould lay before 
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the Houfe, an account of all Turns of money due by difmiffed 
colledors, fpecifying the fecurity given by each, and ftating 
what fleps had been taken to recover the debts. 

Mr. Mafon faid, that a return of all deticiencies by collectors, 
down to May laft,' had been made, and now lay upon the table. 

Mr. Latouche replied, that the return did not go to the whole of 
his motion, which enquired as well after the lecurity given by 
ihe dilxniiTed collectors, as the fleps that had been taken to leco- 
ver the debts. 

Sir John Pamel faid, that the board of commiflioners, in obedi- 
ence to an order of government, had made out a lift of all the 
debts due by difmifled collectors, down to the month oi May laft. 
That theproper law officers were immediately employed to reco- 
ver thofe debts ; and he doubted' not, they were purfuing the 
iBoft vigorous means. 

Mr. Solicitor CarUton afTured the Houfe, that the proper law 
officers were affiduouily attentive to this objeCt, which he confi- 
dered as of great national importance. 

Mr. Latoucbe*^ motion palled nem. con. 

Sir //. Ca^endijb'^ovtd^ that Mr. Bolton have leave to withdraw 
the petiton, complaining of an undue election for the borough of 
Swords. — Leave given. 

Mr. Denis Browne moved, that the proper officer do lay before 
the Houfe an account of the number of troops that were in the 
kingdom on the firft day of this month j alfo an account of the 
names and number of ftaff-officers in the kingdom, with thea- 
mount of their pay. 

Mr. Fofter moved, that the Houfe do refolve itfelf into a com- 
mittee, on Monday next, for taking in^o confideration the fupply 
to be granted to his Majefty. 

Sir Henry CoFuendijh requefted it to be delayed till Tuefday 
next. Ordered for Monday. 

After leave was granted for committees on private bufinefs to 
h, to-morrow, the Houfe adjourned till Monday next. 



Monday, November 10, 1783, 

The Houfe balloted for a committee to try the merits of the 
Baltinglafs election, the following gentlemen were named. 



Sir John Parnel, 
Stephen Moore, Efq> 
Mr, Richardfon, 
Hon. Wm. Moore, 
Sir Hugh Hill, Bart. 
Dudley Hufley, Efq; 
James Alexander, Efq; 
J ohn Latouche, Efq; 



Dan. Toler, Efq; 
Wm. Richardfon, Efq; 
J. Monk Mafon, Efq; 
Owen Wynne, Efq; 
John Doyle, Efq; 
T. J. Fortefcue, Efq; 
T, PiggOtt, Efq; 
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General Zri/Z/rrZ/obferved^ that a motion had been made by an 
Honourable Gentleman fome days ago, that the proper ofiicer 
(bould lay before the Houfe an account of the precife time when 
his Mijefty's order to dilcontinue the recruiting fervicc in this 
* kingdom had ifTued ; to comply with this motion the General faid 
was matter of impoflibility to the officer ; he could indeed inform 
the houfe and the honourable mover, that the order from the 
Commander in Chief was dated the 3d of February, 1783, but 
at what time the Commander in Chief received his order from the 
Lord Lieutenant he did not know, much lefs what time the Lord 
Lieutenant had received his Majeil^'s commands for that purpofe, 
or indeed whether his Excellency had received any commands at 
all, for he would have it underftood, that the chief governor of 
this kingdom in many inftances, exercifes a difcretionary authori- 
ty, and does not always wait for diredtions from England ; how- 
ever as he fuppofed the Honourable Gentleman's inquiry would be 
fatisfied by this information, that on the 3d of February orders 
had iffued to difconiinue the recruiting, he was happy to give it 
to him ; if he wifhed to go to the fourcc of thole orders it muft be 
by way of addrefs to his Majefty, but if this information was fa- 
tisfa6tory, he would move that the order fhould be difcharged. 

Hon. Mr. Browne, who had moved the order, declared, that 
provided the information was laid before the Houfe, it was indif- 
ferent to him whether it was obtained through the medium of aa 
addrefs, or in compliance with an order. 

Mr. Flood faid he would not have it underftood that fuch infor- 
mation could only be gained by an addrels — a fimple order of the 
Houfe he held fufficient — there were upon the journals inftances 
innumerable of both methods.* 

Mr. Qrry faid, that he was of the fame opinion, and he felt 
'himfelf authorized to fay fo, for that he had examined the journals 
laft feffion, with particular care, on this very queftion, and found 
chat orders of the ho ui'e and addrelfes had been ufed indifciimi- 
r.ately, and that he would think it an infringement on the privi- 
1 eges of the Houfe if they were to be reftridtd to the mode by 
addrefs. 

Sir //. Langrijbe faid, that where it was poilible for an officer 
to comply with an order, that mode^as pra^ifed ; but as to any 
thing beyond the power of an officer, it muft be obtained by 
add rets. 

General LitttrelL — I cannot remain one moment filent under 
the imputation of reftraint/ of any privilege of this houfe, no man 
in the Houfe would be farther from it ; but the objedt of the order 
is abfolutely impradli cable, for the Lord Lieutenant (Lord Teift- 
ple) to whom his n^ajefty's orders were fent, (if any orders were 
ilnt at all) is now in another kingdom, and fur^ the Hon. Gentle- 
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man does not mean to (end a mandate to him to lay open any cor- 
refpondence that exifte^l between his fov'ereign and him. 

Hon. Mr. jSrcwff^ declared himfelf unacquainted with the eti- 
quette of parliament-^faid all he wanted was information — that 
the intention of his motion was to bring to light a fraud which he 
heard was praQifed, — ** that the bounty voted by parliament for 
railing feamen, had been applied to recruit the fencible regiments, 
and that many of the men raifed for the fea fervice had been in- 
corporated into the fencible bands.** 

Mr. bronvnlonv thought that the Houfe muft have authoritjr to 
call upon the proper officer to give information in any queftion 
concerning national expence ; that it muft be a tranfadtion known 
to many, and that it would be giving up the rights of the Houfe 
if any alteration was n^ade in the motion. 

General Luttreil repealed, that he knew of no order but that 
which he had mentioned of the third of February, jvhich ftated, 
** that it was his exprefs commands that the recruiting fervice 
ihould ftop until further orders.'* 

Mr. Fitzgibpon faid, that as a charge of a very deep die indeed 
had been made againft government for mifapplication of the pub- 
lic money, he hoped that charge would be followed by a clofe 
enquiry \ and if it was ill-founded, that he hoped it would be 
retraced. 

Mr. Felham faid, he rofe with an intention to give the Houfe 
every poffible fatfsfadion in his power ; and that whatever infor- 
mation remained in the offices ^upon this fubjed he was defirous 
to produce ; and he earneftly befought gentlemeil to profecute 
the enquiry now begun, as he was convinced it would redound 
to the honour of government ; and when even a former govern- 
ment, which had a6ted honourably, was attacked, he thought 
it his duty to rife in its defence. 

Mr. M^wfaid, that in the committee of accounts he hadjuft 
inveftigated this fubje6t, and could fay that of the ioo,oool. 
voted for feamen, 56,0001. only had been expended, and 7000 
men thereby raifed : that the provincial troops had been raifed by 
a fumof i6,oooI. which was afterwards reimburfed by England. 

Mr, F/tf*^ thought it extremely odd that an order coming to a 
Lord Lieutenant from England (hould hot. now be found in bur 
offices, becaufe that Lord Lieutenant was now no longer gover- 
nor over this country. He aljced was the Secretary's office deftroy- 
ed, or was that alfo gone to England ? This was a very unfor- 
tunate country indeed, if upon every change of Lord Lieutenants, 
a thing which now fo frequently occurred, all the information of 
the country was to be loft. 

Here the queftion fubfided; General Luftrell did not pulh his 
motion, confequently the order made upon the motion of the Hon. 
Mr, Brew fit remains in force. 
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Sir Hettry Ca^vendt/b faid, that if we did not adopt a fyftera of 
oeconomy, the nation would become bankrupt, as its expences 
by far exceeded its income — moved, ** That the condition of this 
kingdom requires every practicable retrenchment, confident with 
the intered and fafety thereof, and with the honour and dignity 
of his Majefty's government,'* 

Mr. Mafon feconded the. motion., 

Mr. Attorney General faid, I have always profefTed myfelf a 
friend to oeconomy, and I do now declare my hearty concurrence 
in the motion, to which I had no other objection when it was 
moved a few nights ago, but that it would come as it now does, 
with more propriety, after examining the national accounts, than 
before fuch examination had taken place. 

The Speaker was then about to put the queftion, when 

Mr. Flood faid he had an amendment to propofe ; the motion, 
as it flood at prefent, was giving too great a latitude to adminif- 
tration — it was leaving them to purfue any meafure they thought 
proper, they had only to fay, that it was for the intereft; of the 
nation, or for the dignity of his.Majefty's government. Now one 
argument which had been made ufe of on a former night, was the 
inefficacy df fuch refolutions, and he perfeftly agreed that they 
were totally inefficacious ; he would therefore recommend a re- 
dudtion of the military eftablilhment as the only place where any 
real or ferviceable redodion can take place. By reducing our 
military forces to 12,000 men, we fhould fave 250,000/. per ann, 
or 5oO;OOol. in two years ; befides, by a faving which might be 
made with refpedl to the providing for the 12,000 men, a faving, 
as appeared by the report of a committee in the year 1762, might 
be made of 100,000/.' this would be an effectual faving — Now 
look to the civil eftablifhent ; the whole amount thereof was only 
70,000/. fo that if you ftrike off your judges, your clerks, every 
officer under the' crown, your whole faving can be no more than 
70,000/. this every one knows is impoflible to be done, therefore 
when gentlemen fay, do not retrench your military eftablifhment* 
but your civil lift, they in effect l^y, dq not retrench where re- 
trenchments may be made, but retrench where retrenchment 
cannot be made ; they propofe the Ihadow, but I will purfue the 
fubftance, and it is for this purpofe, that not boafting of my in- 
firmities, but labouring under them, I came this night, at the ha- 
zard of my life, to propofe what is eflentially necefiary for the 
falvation of my country. I wiih to fet her again upon her leg?, 
and I have, a double caufe to endeavour this, beeaufe I at prefent 
feel the inconveniency of wanting my own ; (Mr. Flood fat while 
he was fpeaking, being unable to (land) but gratitude is objected 
•— I fay, fuch an anfwer has one great fault — it is not argument — 
gratitude is a fentiment, and therefore it is no argument — it is a 
pailion, a virtuous pailion I allow, but is a nation co be governed 
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by her paflion? no — men are fomceinies governed by their paffions^ 
and it is well when they are ruled by good ones — but a nation 13 
to be governed by reafon — but giving gratitude its full weight on 
this occafion, what eflfeft has it ? Suppofe a man under obligati- 
ons to his friend, is he therefore bound in gratitude to vote with 
that friend for the ruin of his Country ? h a man through grati- 
tude to beggar himfelf, to fbarve his wife and family^ to fup- 
port, not the neceflitiesj but perhaps the extrava^ncies, of his 
friend? Did gratitude ever bid a man ruin himfelf? no — and 
why ? beeaufe gratitude is a virtae, and no virtue bids you do 
what is wrong — they are given us lb harppily by God and nature^ 
that they perfedly agree, and gratitude being a virtue, cannot 
comraand you to fupport an army injurious to your country, be- 
eaufe to do an injury to your country is 'a vice; I therefore, fir» 
moVe for the following amendment, ** and that the military efta- 
blifbroent, in particular, will admi^ of a conHderable retrenchment^ 
tnafmuch as 12,000 men are at prefent fufficient, not only to 
maintain the defence of this kingdom, but alfo to afford Great 
Britain, for her fervice abroad, as many men as we granted to her 
by the augmentation ; and inafmu<:h as many important favings 
may be made in the expence of maintaining that number of 1 2,000 
men ;" he obferved, that certainly gratitude could not be ob- 
jected to this motion, fmce we were not about to withdraw our 
aid from Great Britain^ but to allow her as many men out of out 
I2,ooo as we formerly did out of 15,000, and furely there was 
more generofity in giving three out of twelve, than three out of 
fifteen. 

Hon. Mr. D, Browne a(ked where the retrenchment propofed 
would take place? not in the civil lift he underftood : he was 
certain, adminiftration had no intention to retrench : if they 
had, the military eftablilhment was the only place . favings 
could be made : he gave his hearty concurrence to the motion* 
' General Luttrell faid, that every trite and hackneyed obferva- 
tion had been made in the military eftabliihments it had been 
faid that this country was a barrack for England ; '* this was 
only true, fo as the troops here lived in barrack, that the ftaflf 
of this country might take the field with great fplendor, and 
to the terror of our enemies." This was the common place 
ftory of a white bear, related by Chefterfield, who faid,^ that 
the lift of general officers being prefented to the King, his 
Majefty obferved, he could not tell what effect that lift might 
have on the enemy, but it made him tremble. The general 
proceeded to fay, that thefe delightful ftories had been offered 
as arguments, and received with frequent acclamations of hear 
him ! hear him ! That befides they had been embelliflied with 
a ftroke or two at the fagacicy of Mr. Secretary Heron, As to the 
fage HeroKp his fentiments of him were pretty much the fame 
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other gentlemen profefled to entertain, and exaftly like thofe 
he felt for a noble Duke, the patron in England of the Hon. 
Gentleman who had moved the amendment; but he had this 
confolation, that if the wajward fate of Ireland (hould ever . 
lend that Noble Duke to be our Chief Governor, his want of 
intelleft would be amply compenfated by the abundant wifdom 
of the Hon. Gentlemaa, who would, as his Secretary, have full 
opportunity of difplayihg his great talents and patriot intentions 
to Ireland. 

Mr. Flood thought it a hard cafe, that a man could not have 
a friend in any corner of the world that might efcape cenfure, 
however undeferving of it, but muft be coupled with him, 
and (bare the reproach of his infirmities. He thought it trifling 
in the Hon. Gentleman to allude to his waiilcoar, and aiked 
him, whether he had any objection to that which he then 
wore ? (The uniform of the Goldfiniths Corps.) 

General Luttrell faid, he had no obje^ion to that then worn 
by the Hon. Member, nor would he, had he known his attach- 
ment to his wardrobe, have mentioned the other; but he had ^ 
done it with reverence and refpeft, and affured the Hon Gen- 
tleman, that he had taken the opportunity of its abfence to 
fpeak his fentiments; for^ was it now difplayed in its full 
fplendor, he very much doubted whether he would have cou-* 
rage to fpeak at all. He concluded with obferving, that as lo 
the objedtion againft foldiers being kept up in time of peace, 
that they were then moft ufeful, as they ferved to' prevent 
the neceffity of fighting. 

Mr. Molyneux faid — 1 rife with infinite unwillingnefs and re- 
gret to fpeak upon this ful)je£t, convinced as 1 am, that if 
the arguments of that great man who has made the amendment 
will not prevail, nothing that I can urge will be of the fmalleft 
force : I rife, therefore, to fupplicate the powerful fide of the 
Houfe, and to requeft as a favour, that attention to oeconomy 
which the country gentlemen are 'warranted to demand as a 
rightw — I will acknowledge the debt of gratitude to England, 
and I will pay 'it with liberality; the former aft of parliament 
granted but 3000 men out of 15,000, now let miniflers re- 
duce the eflablifhment to iz,ooo men, and 1 will.be cpntent 
to fpare to England half of that number ; nay, if that fhall not 
be thought fufRcient, let his Majefly have power to withdraw 
them all from this kingdom, and I am the more willing to 
do this, becaufe I wifh there was an inducement to the armed 
Ibcieties of Ireland to remain in arms; is there any man who 
would not wifh it? there was indeed one, who declared the 
other night, [Here Mr. Molyneux was called to order by the 
whole Houfe] well, I will not fpeak of it, I will only fup- 
pofe he wifhes them like himfel^f^ to retire to otium cum dignitate. 
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But if my offer is refufed, I will fuppofc that there is hut one 
reafon for it — it is intended by the army to overawe; [here 
again a loud cry of order] it may irritate, 'but 'it can n^ver 
fu^due. It has been faid, that the voice of the people is in 
favour of the army eftablifliment ; if fo, they muft be a very 
foolifh people indeed ; fo< what people would wi(h to keep an 
army to the ruin of their finances, and to the danger of their 
liberties? I have profeffed myfelf a friend to idminiftration, 
and it is the office of a friend to tell them whqlefome, though 
difagreeable truths. The prefent miniftry have fucceeded to 
one, which attempted to cleanfe this Augean ftable ; they had 
but time indeed to clean the threfliold ; but it behoves the pre* 
fent, by fome bold effort, to gain the confidence of the nation; 
otherwife, though now only fufpetSled, they will fhortly be 
condemned. , 

Major Doyle — Mr. Speaker, little verfed in the ufage of parli* 
aments, and totailly unaccuftomed to public fpeaking, I feel how 
much, Sir> I (hall ftand in need of your countenance, and the 
kind indulgence of the Houfe ; but I am alfo confcious, that the 
motives which induce me to trouble you, while they plead my 
excufe, will enfure to me a patient hearing. I rife. Sir, to af- 
fure the Honourable Member who introduced the queftion, that 
. I moft perfe6tly agree with him, as to the neceffity of. the ftridteft 
ceconomy in the expenditure of the public money, though I differ 
with him as to the object and fyftemofhis oeconomy, lama- 
ware. Sir, how difficult it will be, to throw new light upin a 
fubjed already To fully difcuffed; but I truft I (hall be able to 
ihew, that the reduction of our prefent military eftablifhment, 
would be aa inexpedient, unwife, and an unjuft meafure. 

I am free to admit. Si?, that peace is the proper leafon for re- 
ducing the military forte of the empire, apd a great reduction has 
in confequence taken place ; but though this peace has removed to 
a greater diftance the apprehenfion of danger, yet we (hould not fuf- 
fer ourfelves to be lulled to deep under its (hade, left in that fleep 
we meet death. 

The lofs of our American poffe(fion9 is adduced as an argu- 
ment for a further reduction ; but, Sif, having loft fo much, yvtmt 
remains (hould, like the Sybils books, be but the dearer to us. ■ — 
Our Weft India iHands, and the province of Canada, arc now 
fubjedi to the fudden irru].tions of a new power ; an empire which 
has fprung up from the misfortunes of Britain, and it is abfolutely 
necelfary to keep a firong force, not only in thole places, but in 
NovaScotia, (which if I may lay fo, is the key to one, and a 
watch tower to the other,) that if through any contingency, the 
peace Ihould be broken, the defence of iuch valuable polFeilions 
may not reft upon the precarious fluctuation of winds and tides, 
and minifters. Ireland while controuled by Britain, did.not re- 

H 
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fufe to defend poffeflions in wliich Ihe had then no intereft, and 
will {he, like Lear's ungracious daughters, become unkind the mo- 
ment her parent Ms divided her all with her? — \yill fhe difland 
her knights, when the weaknefs of Britain moft requires her aid? 

It has bjen faid, that Ireland has an army of her own, which 
ferves the ftate without expence. — I will fay that the virtuous 
exertions of that patriotic fcand can only be equalled by their obe- 
dience to the laws, and regard to the conftitution of their coun- 
try. They may find many ablef eulogifts than I am, but none 
who more fincerely regards them. — I do not now think it necefla- 
ry for them to remain in arms i I would fay to the Lawyer's corps, 
the fij-ft and moft refpedtable — you have exercifed your knowledge 
of law and conftitution to the advantage of your country 5 your 
wifdom and fuccefsful advice have greatly contributed to our com- 
pleat emancipation. — Retire now to your honourable profeffion, 
and may your vigilance and attention to th^ facred-rules of juf- 
tice, ever fecure what your wifdom has acquired. 

I would fay to the Merchants corps-^you have gained us a free 
trade, let it now be your care to extend and improve that trade, 
for the advantage of your country. — Perhaps could I go round the 
vfhole kingdom, I would find Ibme particular merit for each 
particular corps ; but I will fay to them all in general, that as 
they have been a bulwark to their country in war, .1 truft that they 
will now be the authors of her profperity and happinefs^ in time 
of peace. 

The name of foldier and volunteer has been invidioiifly con- 
trafted, as if in oppofition to each other; but thisl moft pofitive- 
ly deny : For was I not convinced, that the foldier's objedt was 
the prote6tion of his country, and its conftitution, I fhould dif* 
dain to be a foldier ; and did I not believe the volunteers to have 
the fame affections, Ifhould regret that I was born an Iriftiman. 

Mr. FarfoHs loie with fome degree of warmth. He faid, gen- 
tlemen feem to think, that becaufe England fupports a navy, 
Ireland is bound to maintain an army ; that is, England is to keep 
up the conftitutional defence of the ftate — Ireland, that which 
is not conftitutional. The. fame argiTments then, which are at 
prefent urged againft reducing the army of Ireland after the late 
war, will be urged after every future war; and I repeat it again, 
this country will be a barrack for England. The Honourable Gen- 
tleman fays he fpeaks the voice of the people — of what people ? 
I fpeak the fentiments of a learned and refpedtable fociety, who 
are my conftituents. — But who are his conftituents ? Are they 
literate or illiterate ? Or has he any conftituents at all ? — But I am 
not furprifed that the aflfairs cf the nation fhould go fo badly, 
when every little jefter can find the way into parliament. 1 do 
not come here with awkward attempts to be witty, on the drefa 
of the greateft man in the nation ; it may do well enough for » 
cap and balls, but is unbecoming the dignity of the Irilh fenate* 
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Major Doyle, — The honourable and learned gentleman has call- 
ed an army the bane of the conftitution ; I know that this founds 
well in declamation, and has founded well in round and well turn- 
ed periods a thoufand times. But will not the honourable and 
learned gentleman allow^ that the revolution was owing to the 
army, that the reftoration was owing to the army, and that there 
is no inflance in which the Britifh or Irifli army has (hewn any want 
of affection to their country's conftitution? 

The obedience of the armv of thefe kingdoms may be compar- 
ed to the folar fyftcih — moving on the axis of its own particular 
code,* whilft it moves alfo on the axis of the general conftitution. 
— Soldiers are reftridted by a double code of laws, to which they 
have never failed in obedience — yet this army and thefe men, the 
honourable gentlemen in their rage for reformation wifli to fendin- 
tirely away from the kingdom. 

Mr. Arthur Browne.-^Sh, I do not rife to trouble you with long 
encomiums on oeconomy, I fee plainly that oeconomy is banifti- 
ed from your doors, and it would be folly to expe6t, that the 
neglected ftranger will ever return. We have nothing left but 
to look on in filent difmay, till the ftorm which profufion is 
gathering, fhall burft upon out heads. 

But, though deftru6tion will inevitably fpring from prodiga.lity, 
it is ftill poftible to divert its courfe. Let it at leaft approach us 
through fome other medium than that of the army ; a peftilential 
medium which has ever been fraught with plagues and mifchief— 
I fpeak not of armies abfolutely neceffary to the good of the 
ftate ; I fpeak of idle and fuperfluous armies ; of unneceflary 
augmentations* — I know inve^ves againft ftanding armies have 
been fo often repeated, that they are become* oftenfive to the 
faftidioufhefs of modern ears. But if the truth has not had its 
effect, it ought to be repeated, and now repeated when it. is 
poflible to carry it into pra<Stice, and not to terminate in mere 
declamation. It is not lefs true, becaufe it has been often, nor 
would it have been often faid if it had not been founded in reafon 
and in nature, and at thefe folemn paufes, which the conftitu- 
tion has ordained in paffing our laws. At thefe facred ftations 
which it will not fufFer us to pafs without looking around us, to 
fee whether we approach the precipice, I hope it will be par- 
donable to ftay a moment where we have ftaid before, and fee 
whether the danger is lefs than it formerly has been. 

Let us not deceive ourfelves ; if a fuperfluous unemployed 
army was ever dangerous, it is dangerous ftill. You have the 
augmentation now as fairly- before you, as you had it in the 
j^ear 1769; if you again agree to it, the army will go on increaf- 
ing. — It will always be gn objeft with the crown to encreafe it, 
and there is no probability that the influence of the crown will 
ever diminifh. The appearance of the times is fallacious. — 

H 2 
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While the American ftorm raged, and the winds were all atrbacf/ 
we had a temporary calm from th^ exertions of power at home $i 
but things will revert to their old channel — ^It is the nature of' 
power ever to wilh to extend itfelf, and if you do not take this 
opportunity of curbing it, if you are not jealous of its advances 
now, you may never be able to impede its progrefs again. 

In the midft of a profound peace, you introduce into the coun- 
try a greater number of troops than were found necefTary for its 
defence in the heat ofconteft, and that conteft againft the world 
in armsr When the territories of Britain are reduced, and her 
diminiihed orb fhines with but half its former fplendor, you fup* 
port a greater army than was wanted to fupply the luftre of her 
moft brilliant day. When your finances are exhaufted, and you 
are opprelfed with a cumbrous debr^ you maintaiii a greater 
peace eftablilhment than when your trealury overflowed. When 
the Ipirit of the people is high, and virtue is at hand to affift you 
in pruning the luxuriance of power, you refufe to lop off* chat 
detefted augmentation which was generated in the corrupted 
ftream of former times. — It requires neither age^ nor wifdoiti, 
nor experience to fee that this is extraordinary. The people (for 
liberty k ofa jealoiis nature) will not reft iatisfied without know- 
ing the caufe* They will murmur at being obliged to contribute, 
not to the neceffities of the ftate, but perhaps to its ruin. They 
will recoiled that in all countries the exceifive growth of armies 
has terminated without exception in the downfal of liberty, and 
at length of government itlelf. They will not reft fatisfied with 
the flimfy pretexts which have been offered, nor be lulled with 
the foft unmeaning notes of gratitude : What gratitude ! An 
Hon. Friend of mine has well expofed the name. He has ftiewn 
that it is not to the liberality of Britain, but to circumftances, ta 
necellity, to your own virtue, to America, that you owe your 
advantagesr To America your temple and ftatues are due, 
and tp that generous patriotifm which fo ably feconded her at 
home. Britain was cruel and unjuft for a century^ and I will 
never believe that flie learned juftice and generofity in a day. It 
has befen laid, we at leaft owe her gratitude for opening the 
trade to the. Weft Indian Colonies. I deny it — (he tied our hand* 
behind our back, and then boafted ihe had given us food. If 
(be hadfuffered us, we Coo ftiould have had colonies : While all 
Europe was coloniling we ihould not have been idle ; we fhould 
have had our Weft Indian and American fettlements, and as it was, 
our blood and our treafure contributed to the acquifition and 
protection of the Britifti colonies; but England alone reaped 
thofe crops which were fown in that blood, and now that they 
have almoft periftied, flie boafts of having admitted us to fome 
little participation of the blafte^ fruits. ■ 
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Otlier gentlemen have talked of wars and rumours cf wars, 
of wars in the fouth, and wars in the north, and chilled us with 
the terrors of an invafion from the frozen zone. They have talked 
of the Turks and the Tartars. — [Mr. OgW To{e to order.] — . 
-Mr. BrcFwne proceeded. — If I have alluded to what pafledin a for- 
mer debate, I muft fay in excufe, that the order to the contrary 
has not been ftri^tly obferved by the Houlp fuice 1 came into it. 
But fuppofing we are in danger of a war, it is not by our navy 
we are to prote6t ourfelves ; this is the hrft and favourite tenet cf 
the prefent miniftry of England. No force you could raife 
could C0pe with the armies of France, It might be formidable to 
liberty at hojne, but would be laughed at by the infolent foe. 
It might be formidable to fcattered individuals falling one by one 
without union, and without ftrengfh, it might be dangerous to 
a trading nation, where every man poring on the ground does 
not look up at the encrcafing blaze of power, till he is fcorchcd 
by its rays ; but it would never be a match for our foreign ene- 
mies: No, if you would really wifh to be fecure at home, pre*- 
ferve the country in its prefent ftate, encourage every man to 
bear arms, place an unbounded confidence in your people, and 
^hey will place an unlimited confidence in you. Imitate the 
generous policy of our anceftors, who, (you will find it on 
your ftatute book) in times of turbulence, when the minds of 
men were not yet civilized, nor taught to love order and 
good government, yet not only encouraged, but obliged every 
man to bear arms and to learn the ufe of them. Then with mu- 
tual confidence and univerlkl difcipline, you would be invinci- 
ble indeed, 

I have done with the reafons offered by governmfent for this 
meafurei I will now tell them the reafons which the public 
without doors aihgn for them.' They fay, that it is not through 
fear of a foreign enemy they wiih to keep up fo large an army, 
but through fear of their real friends at home, Not through fear of 
hoftile invafion, but through fear of virtue, and liberty, and 
public fpirit} through fear left thefe repeated ftruggles of the 
p«ople, (houid at length effe^uate, in a conftitutionl way, a 
rational reform. Through fear, not of the armies of France, 
but, it is time to fpeak plainly, of the Volunteers oflreland ; of 
thofe Volunters whom you fo coldly thanked in the beginning 
for what /^i?)f baddone^ that it was evident you wifhed they Ihould 
4o no more.— -[Mr. tivs^gibbon rofe to order.]-rMr. brcnjjne in con- 
tinuation.-^ I have a particular objedtion to the nature of thi* 
army, which is coming into the country, it iiv an American 
^*rmy fraught wuh flaugbter, hoftile to every idea of liberty, or 
Jjlther unable to diftinguilb liberty from licentioufnefs.— [Maior 
Doyle rofe to order.]— You will have your four thoufand men 
roo, whom you ient abroad for their education, and a pretty 
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education they have had. They will return, not as from a foreign 
foe with glory and patriotic ardour fitting on their crefts, but 
with difappointment, and revenge, and depredation painted on 
their faded banners.' 

Let the profufion take any other (bape than this. Divide your 
revenue board again, you would but add fix men to thofe who 
might poflibly diflinguifh their own intereft from thofe of their 
country. Augment your band of penfioners, the drones cannot 
fting us. The eve of our declining day may retain its luftre. 
We may fet like the tropical fun at once in night, without that 
long and lingering twilight, in which we now feem doomed 
to Zander. We might wear the fair face of liberty to- the laft, 
and appear majefi-ic though in ruin. • 

Sir, 1 fpeak not of chimaeras, or phantoms of my own brain ; 
it is not more certain that empire haftens to decay, than that 
its ruin # will be accelerated by a great national debt, and an 
ipcreafing army ; the calamity may not come to-day or to-mor- 
row, it may not come upon the prefent generation, but it will 
come upon pofterity, and the remedy will be out of their power. 
If there is any man mean enough to be regardlefs of the future 
generation, he may perhaps pafs quietly through his own times. 
But this was not the care our ancellors took of us ; they ,raifed 
bulwarks fufficient?to defend us, though almoft virtue's felfwas 
dead. Every man who has a fpark of heavenly flame about him 
will follow their example. You will never have fuch another 
opportunity. The fpirit of your people will never be more 
high ; the crown will never be more dependent on parliament j 
you will never have another American war, and if you are filent 
liow, you may be filent for ever. 

Major Doyle again arofe. He called qpon the prote^ion, up- 
on the humanity of the Houfe, to prevent words which muft rack 
the feelings of every foldier who conlidcred himfelf as doing his 
iduty in that unfortunate war — he hoped that men who loved their 
country as well as the Honourable Gentleman, would not be,tor- 
tured with reproach for having faithfully ferved that country ; 
and declared that if even Britifh (defeat in America was the caule 
of I rifh liberation, that he rejoiced in that defeat. 

General LutttelL — 1 know well enough that though an army 
has in more than one inftance preferved the conftitution, yet there 
are certain men, who from prejudice of education, hate the army 
and all who are in any wife connected with it. Send your fon, 
lays Chefterfield, to the uniyerfity ; it is true indeed his manners 
will receive no great polifli from it,* but then he will learn to de- 
claim for the conftitution, and to hate the army. How far the 
learned gentleman is aa example of this obiervation^ lihall not 
pretend to judge, ^ • 
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Mr. Grattan, — I never gave a vote with more fatisfaftion in 
my life, than the vote I gave a few nights ago on this fubjedt. I 
voted againft the retrenchment of the military peace eftabliflimcnt, 
to preferve the honour of the nation. 

This motion has been put to-night upon a queftion which has 
been determiined already, by a decifion of this Houle. This 
eftabliihment has been continued fourteen years. 

When it was propofed before, it was moved that an addrefs 
(bould be prefented to his Majefty, accompanied with a report 
of 1768. To prefent fuch a report, would be giving the idea 
that we could reconfider that report of ^768. Th^it report was 
then before the adminiftration, and men of the firll charadters 
were parties in that report. It was made before the augmentation 
took place. It was made by the Right Honourable Gentleman 
who voted for the augmentation in 1769. The queftion of this 
night fet out with a fair profpefl of ill fuccefs. It is wanted to 
gointothe eftablifhment of 1751 ; but that is impoliible. The 
firft thing which ftands in your way is the additional pay to' dra- 
goons, you muft ftrike off the pay to the dragoons, and the tn- 
creafe of pay to the infantry, and the allowances for expences. 
Afoldierhas to encounter expences in every article. Does the 
Right Honourable Gentleman mean to go back to the middle of 
this century ? Since that period the rent of lands have increafed 
one-third \ in order, therefore, to go back, you muft lower the 
price of land, and even that would not be fufficient \ you muft ' 
alter the price of hay and oats, and all the necelfaries of life. 
Making every allowance, what great advantage does he boaft of? 
What would be the faving if the military eftablifliment be reduc- 
ed to what it was in.175 1 ? In the pay of dragoons 5, 100/. and 
1,500/. in tlie pay of infantry. The half pay muft be broke. All 
expences together, amount to 368,000/. The gentlenian's po- 
litical fchemes are like noftrums ; they will not anfwer the end 
propofed. The gentleman's arguments go to the queftion of the 
augmentation; but are we to take from the kingdom part of the 
fupport of the empire, merely to fave to Ireland an expence of 
52,000/. per year, for I can make it appear it is no more? You 
cannot decide for this motion with honour to your country. The 
revenues in 1769, when you voted this augmentation, were lefs } 
but the Revenues for the laft two years have encrcafed 100,000/. 
per year. The free trade is a refource which we have not yet de- 
rived the benefit of; but it is fuch a refource as we had not when 
we voted the augmentation in 1769. You had hot fuch refources 
as you have now. 

What has been the change of affairs in England ? Great Bri- 
tain has added millions to her debt. You were the propounders of 
(h^ augmentation^ when the kingdom was labouring under every 
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difadvantage in point of trade. Will gentlemen tell you now, 
that, animated with the fpirit of liberty, being now in a fuperior 
fituation to what you were in 1769, the maintaining of 15,000^ 
men is diftrefsful to Ireland. Every argument in favour of the 
augmentdrion in 1769, is in favour of it now, and will you now 
plead inability, in order to withdraw the coverture? I admire 
ceconomy as much as any man 5 but will a generous nation make 
excules for breach of a covenant ! — A nation which has two 
millions and a half of men, and the benefit of the plantation trade, 
and an increafjng revenue ^ is fuch a nation unable to fupport 
15,000 men? This is a queftion of empire, and not of party. 

1 have heard in this Houfe great profellions of gratitude, and 
are we now to be told we want gratitude, or are we to banifh the 
idea of generofity from thefe walls? I fay you owe to Great 
Britain the plantation trade ? You have now an intereft in the 
empire of England, to defend it againfl any attack of the Houfe 
of Bourbon, and you are only to maintain a part of the army for 
the general defence of the empire: to maintain 15,000 men. It 
is but juftice^o maintain them, for Great Britain has increafed her 
navy, which is for the proteftion of this kingdom as well as Great 
Britain ;> you are neceflarily bound to contribute in fome fliape or 
other J and you are afked to continue the army of 15,000 men. 
Strike off all idle expences, look to the accounts, look to the 
civil eftablifbment, there is an increafe of. 200,000/. but the mi- 
litary eftablilbment ought not to be cut off. Apply ^h^^"^P"f^" 
tion where necelfary 5 but do not dilband the army. The fpirit 
of the people of England is in favour of Ireland, it is unwife to 
make her regret thofe periods in which ihe gave you advantages ; 
there was a firmnefs and moderation in the conduct of Irifhmen 
then, and the high character of Ireland will be advanced in ad- 
hering to the fame condud now. Great Britain was the object of 
jour heart in 1769, and will you in 1783, be confidered as want- 
ing faith ? For in 1782, you told Great Britain you would (land or 
fall by her. Will you now fully the honour of the Irifh nation 
by dilbanding 3,000 men, for faving of 50,000/. in order to take 
from England thoi'e men which you augmented in 1 769, before 
you received any benefits ? 

No man has a greater refpedl for the people than I have, but 
with refped to the prefent queftion, it is for the honour of the 
nation thefe men (hould be maintained. 

This 18 not a queflion of equalization, the point to be decided 
is, whether the expences of your army can be diminifhedj can 
you diroinifh the pay of afoldier a halfpenny per day ? You cannot 
do it, or you muft firft order the prices of the neCelTaries of life to 
be lefs. It is not the object or wifli of the people to pick the 
pocket of a poor foldier of a halfpenny a day. 1 think it is for 
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the intereft of my cduntry,' that thefc 1 5,000 fliould be maintain- 
ed, as they are part of the array for the whole empire* I am for 
miiking all practicable retrenchments. Let us go into the com* 
mi tree, an4 fee whether you cannot make other retrenchments. 
This queftion has been pretty fully difcufled, I (hall only add, 
that as far as I know of the pr.^fent adminiflration, they will etiter 
into every pra6licable ceconomy ; I do not conform to them, but 
they conform to me ; a man may do juftice to both. With ref- 
pefl to the court of admiralty in this kingdom being put on an 
cftablifliment fepSairately from England, our right to e»ternal le- 
giOation, was a fpontaneous unlolicited {grant from Great Britain. 
We have got an annual bill of fupply, but thefe meafures were 
not blazoned out, Withrefpedt to the reduction of our military 
eftabliftjment, while 1 live I never will take away the forces of 
our common empire. 

Mr. Brownlow faid, I never rofe with greater diffidence or re- 
luftance to oppofe the Right Honourable Gentleman under whofe 
banners I have fo often, fought, though unequal to the combat; 
my maxim is, to condemn meafures, not men. It requires no great 
abilities to fee, that the expence of 12,000 men muft be lefs than 
maintaining 1 5,000. The queftiqn is, whether a retrenchment is 
necejiary ? Our accumulated debt is a proof of this. Our free 
trade is nothing but a name at prefent, it produces nothing but 
expences j the numerous applications from infant manufaftures for 
aid, is a iufficientproof ofthis, Great Britain does not require 
fo large an army, for he/ dominions are rejduced. We were ne- 
ver remits in (hewing our ^fFedlion for our fifter kingdom, but the 
military ei^abliihment is the only fund where retrenchment can 
now be made, 

Mr. F/W.^-There is one idea, which I cannot fuffer to remain 
upon the bread of the Houfe for a minute. I fay, on the breaft of 
the Houfe, for it is addreifed to our paffions. — It would be dif- 
honourable, we ar^ told, in the moment of Britain's difbefs, to 
withdraw our quota of troops, and to break the covenant, which 
we had made with her in her days of profperity. — Who will fay 
there ever was any fuch covenant ? — Who will fay that any fuch 
covenant now exifts ?—^If there be, let it be (hewn ; that if it be 
exprefs, we may reftify and perform it. If it be implied, that 
we may con(ider the extent of that implication. — I will not fufFer 
ideal imaginary covenants to obtrude themfelves on the public 
fentiments. By fuch covenants every motion for oeconomy may 
be barred, every attempt for retrenchment defeated ; for you may 
be called breakers of covenants on every other occasion, and with 
equal juftice be taxed with ingratitude. 

Mr. Grattan, — I faid that the military eftabli(hment was coven- 
anted ; but I never faid that I would fupport domeftic profufion : 
I never faid^ I would bar every kind of oeconomy. 
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Mr. Flood. — I fay the principle goes to that, it either gives a 
fanftion to all expence, or it does not. — If it does, it is an abfo- 
lute prohibition to oeconomy. I fay no exprefs covenant can be 
ihewn, and I truft I will prove that no implied covenant exifts. — 
I fay, no man can (hew that the expence of the army is fuch, as 
we are even now able to bear: and did we then agree, that if Eng- . 
land acknowledged the right oflreland, we were to fupport 15,000 
men ? Mr. Fitzpatrxk, the Secretary at War in Great Britain, 
was here when the covenant was made, if any covenant ever was 
> made ; now, Mr. Fitzpatrick, wljen he\propofed the reduction 
of the Britilh troops, laid that as to Ireland, he could not fay 
what number of troops her parliament would think proper to fup- 
portr Was this the language of one, who knew of a covenant, 
and he muft have known it, if any covenant had exifted — I rely 
upon it if there had, Mr. Fitzpatrick would have faid, the Irilh 
nation is bound by covenant to maintain fuch a number of troops j 
and I contend for it that as he did not ufe this argument, that the 
Britifh nation does not confider us as bound to maintain any fpe- 
cific number of forces. It is wrong, therefore, at a late hour of the 
night, to impofe a cove'-ant on us. It is an idle dream, and I 
ihould think myfelf the bafeft man in the world to tell you that 

fuch a covenant exifted. I do not wi(h to give you liberty, to 

ftrip you of that liberty. — I could go much further, but my ill 
ftate of health prevents me. 1 do not want to go into the ftate 
of the expenceis in 1751. — I am not here with a mill ftone about 
my neck, to give my allent to meafures 1 cannot fupport. I muft 
depend upon the juftice of this Houfe to believe 1 could add raucl^ 
more in favour of this motion, if my health permitted me. 

Mr. GraUan, — The Honourable Gentleman miftakes nie ftrange-* 
ly, if he fuppofes, chat 1 faid the covenant was preferred toge- 
ther with our claim of riglit. — We faid, indeed, to lingland when 
we preferred that claim, that we muft (hare her conftitution, and 
would ihare her fate; and 1 admit that we are not bound in /aiy, 
to fupport the eftablifhment, though I contend, we ar/s bound in 
honoitr, 

Mr. Denis Daly, — The Honourable Gentleman who propofed 
the amendment, has fupported it with all his ufual ability, and 
lyith that eloquence ivbtch can make the nvorfe appear the better 
xeafon \ and foplaufible does that reafoning appear, that nothing, 
but the moft full convidion of the principle, could make me at- 
tempt to fupport the military eftablilhment as it now ftands. 

In liipporting that eftablifhment, I have the fandtion of anatt 
of this Houfe; i have a fan^ion which I confider almoft as highly as 
the authority of the Honourable Gentleman himfelf For the aug- 
mentation was founded on a principle which had the fupport of all 
parties. It is recolleded by every body, that when the augmen- 
tation was lirft propofed it was rejcded. — On its fecond propofi- 
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tion, it was Veceived as an acceffion to the $:onftitut!on. -If it 
was at that time prudent to increale our army, what has fince 
happened to authorize a redu6\ion, or to (hew that it is necefla- 
ry ? On the contrary, I fay, our (ituation both external and in- 
ternal, rather calls for an augmentation, If after the laft wars, 
when the reputation of England was a iaiver of flrength^ it was 
proper to increafe our armies, what ought we to do at this 
day, when the efforts of France and Spain have been more fuc-» 
cefsful? 

I value oeconomy as much as any man, but oeconomy is dearly, 
purchafed, withthe lofs of fafety, 

America was the theatre of former wars, it is now the ally of 
our enemies. Minorca might alfo have been formerly called a 
kind of outwork to Ireland, it is now in the hands of Spain $ and 
it is not improbable that the Houfe of Bourbon will profit by her 
paft experience; Ihe will not year after year, walle her blood and 
fpendher treafure before Gibraltar, butif a war broke out again, 
will carry it into this country j and I cannot therefore agree to itrip 
it of its defence. 

The volunteers of Ireland have been mentioned in this debate. 
To give them praife is but to join the general voice ; but I can«* 
not think, that it would be prudent to leave the defence of the 
kingdom to a body of men, whofe (lighteft motion government does 
not dire6t, and whom the ftate has not the power to retain embo- 
died for a fingle hour, 

Were I worthy to fugged a fentiment to thofe great and ref- 
pedtable bands, it is, that they (hould referve themfelves for great 
occafions, and not liften to the inflammatory fpeeches of men^ 
whofe utmoft wilhes are to miflead them. 

Mr. Flood, — The Honourable Gentleman has learned his lan- 
guage from his (ituation; and has foon become an adept in the 
fpeeches which flow from office. 

Mr. Daly. — I do declare, I never did 'make any one official 
fpeech whatfoever in my life; and rather than. do fo, I would follow 
tl^ example of the Honourable Gentleman himfelf, and be filent 
while in office. 

The Houfe then divided. 

For the Amendment, • — 6; 

Again ft the Amendment, — 143 

Tellers for the Ayes, the Honourable Mr. Browne^ and Mr. 
Parfons* 
Tellers for the Noes, General Lutfreli, and M.ijor Doy/e, 

The mainqueftion, as propdfed by Sir Henry La<vendijby was then 
put, and carried unanimoully. 

Mr. Fojler moved, that it be an inftruftion to the committee of 
fuppl)^, to inquire how many men are neceifary for the defence of 
this kingdom. 
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Mr. Flcod pTopo{cd the queftion of adjournment^ which was ne- 
gatived. 

The queftion for going into the committee of fupply propofed 
bj Mr. Fojier, was put and carried in the affirmative. 

Right Honourable John Fcfler then moved, ** That it be anin- 
ftruftion to the committee of fupply, toconfider what bounties on 
the fale of woollen cloths, and woollens mixed, cottons and cot- 
tons mixed, thread and thread mixed, would beft conduce to en- 
courage thefe manufa6tures,"' 

Mr. Hartley faid, he would have no objection to fuch bounties, 
if he did not clearly perceive they were meant as a fubftitute for 
protecting duties, which alone can refcue the poor of this coun- 
try from their prefent miferableftate. That the duties on wrought 
goods between this kingdom and England, bore no degree of pro- 
portion ; for example, on broad cloths imported here from Eng- 
land there is but fix-pence a yard, whereas on the cloths of Ireland 
brought into England, the enormous duty of two pounds and fix- 
pence fteriing was laid; coarfe and narrow cloths from England 
paid only two-pence per yard here, whereas our cloths of the 
fame defcription were liable to four fiiiliings and fix-pence % 
yard. 

Mr. Alcoch moved, 'that glafs be included in thefe manufadlures 
which are to receive a bounty on the (ale ; at leaft fuch as is 
wrought at Waterford, 

The Frovofi fpoke in favour of the glafs manufactory at Cork, 
and laid an immenfe capital had been lunk in this infant manufac- 
ture, " but," continued he, *'I do not think a bounty on the fale 
fo efficacious a mode of encouraging this or any other infant ma- 
nufacture as a fum of money, for when the manufacture is brought 
to perfection it does not require bounties : Khali therefore, if the 
petition of the giafs manufacture of Cork is not attended to, oppofe 
the gra;iting of any bounties whatever.*' 

Sir AV/i;^ CoiciougSdefiTcd that copper might be included in the 
bounties. 

Mr. Hartley fpoke in favour of filk as an objeCt. 
Mr. Corry fpoke in favour of manufacturers in paper-making, 
one manufactory of which had been begun at Newry. 
Mr. Fojier objeCted to any addition to his motion. 

Mr. Molyneux made fome pertihent obfervations on the conduCt 
of adminiftration, who directed their ceconomy to grants for. en- 
couraging manufactures, while they encourage profufion in other 
refpeCts : and faid the night was now too far fpent to enter upon 
the committee of fupply, and therefore moved, that the Houie dQ 
adjourn. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEBATES- 109 

In confequence of which the queftion being put, there appear- 
ed for the adjournment. 

Ayes, — -T — 47 

Noes, — — — 93 

Majority^ — — — ^6 

The queftion was then put^ for including copper, filk, and 
glafs, in the inftrudtions, when it was negatived without adivifiofl. 

The original motion of Mr. Fofter^ re(pe«Eting th© bounties, was 
then carried, nem* con* 

Mr. Fofter then moved, ** That it be an inftruclion to the com- 
mittee of fupply, to take into confidefatton that part of the Lord 
Lieutenant's fpeech that relpe6ted the eftablifliments j the report 
from the committee of accounts ; and the feveral applications fot 
encouragement to manufaftures and public works." — Palfed nem. 
con, 

Mr. Hartley faid, that ae by an unavoidable delay, the examina- 
tion into the merits of the petition from the corporation of the city 
of Dublin, for aid in carrying on the ballaft office, had not been 
fully entered into, he moved, ** That the faid petition be referred 
to the committee of fupply." 

No queftion v/as put on the motion, but the petition was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The order of the day being read, for entering into the commit- 
tee of fupply, ' 

The Houfe accordingly refolved into the grand conmiittee of 
fupply. 

The Right Honourable John Fofler in the chair. 

The Attorney General then began the firft of his official moti- 
ons, viz. 

Refolved, ** That the debt of this nation at Lady-day, 1783^ 
was 1,919,386/. 

' ** That the nation is alfo liable to the intereft of life 
annuities on the fum of 440,000/. at feven per cent. — Agreed to, 
nem, con* 

** That the fupply to be granted to his Majefty, to commence 
the ^ 5th December, 17S3, continue for fifteen months, that is, 
until the 2 5 th of March, 1 7 S5 . *' 

Sir Eckvard Menvenha*n faid, that it wras the general fenfe of the 
nation, that the money bills ihbuld not exceed the term of {xl 
months; he moved as an amendment, ** That the words Six 
" Mo N T H s be inferted inftead o{ fifteen months.'''* 

Mr. Hartley declared he feconded the motion, as he was in7 
ftruded to vote for no bill of fupply for a longer term than fix 
months, until the great natitjual meafures now pending be de- 
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cided. The queftion on the amendment was then pat, when 
there appeared, , 

Ayes for the amendment, — 32 

Noes, — . — 92 

Majority againft the Six Months Money Bill — 60 

The A torney General then made tMco motions refpedting the 
military eftablifhment, on the large fcale of 15,000 effective men 
being maintained for the defence of the nation, 12,000 always to 
remain therein 

Mr. Molyneux and Mr. Montgomery of Ca van threw outfome far- 
caftic obfervations on the meafure of keeping this force. 

The queftion pafled without a divihon ; and the Houfe ad- 
journed to next day. 



Tuesday, November ii, 1783. 
Two Members fworn. — The call of t' e defaulters continued, 
• and feveral ordered into the cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms. 

The Right Honourable the Speak.^r, reported that he had, pur- 
fuant to order, communicated by letter, to Admiral Lord Howe, 
the refoliition of this Houfe of the i6th of Odtober laft, to which 
his Lordlhip was pleafed by letter, to return the following an- 
fwer : 

London, No^vfmher the i^th, 1783, 
SIR, 
ON my return to town I received your letter of the 17th of 
October, inclofing the moft honourable teftimony of the opinion 
which the Commons of Ireland entertain of my conduft 'indif- , 
charge of the truft which his Majefty was moft gracioufly pleafed 
to repofe in me for the relief of Gibraltar. 

Imprefled as 1 am, with a due fenfe of this flattering c^iftinc- 
tion, 1 cannot but at the fame time exprefs my acknowledgments 
to you, for the very obliging terms in which you have communi- 
cated to me, the unanimous approbation of that refpedlable af- 
iembly. 

I have the honour to be. 
With gijat efteem and regard. 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient and 

moft humble Servant, 

HOWE. 
7(? the Right Honourable the 
Speaker of the Houfe of 
Lommons of Ireland^ 
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Mr. Hartley delivered the report from the committee appointed 
to take into coniideration the petition of Benjamin Haughton. 
Ordered to he on the table. 

Mr. Grattan moved, ** That a committee be appointed to en- 
quire into the ex pence of collecting the revenue." 

The proceeding on this motion was interrupted by Mr. George 
Ponfonby, who moved, **that leave be given him to bring in a 
bill for altering the . law relative to Cultodiums.'* Granted ac- 
cordingly. 

He then obferved, fome fevere animadveffions had lately been 
made from the other fide of the Houfe, on the raifing of fencible 
or provincial regiments, and an enquiry threatened j now if fome 
gentleman from that fide did not by this day week make fome mo- 
tion on that fubjedt, he ihould himfelf move upon it. 

Sir Henry Can>endijb faid, that there were fo many papers and 
accounts to, be looked into before that bufmefs could be brought 
forward, that one week was too (bort a period. 

Mr. Grattan then refumed his motion refpefting the colledlion 
of the revenue, and faid, he was convinced it was an obje6l of 
- retrenchment, as though there was an increafe in the revenue 
laft year of 1 50,000/. it would have been much more if the col- 
lection had not amounted to 1 6^. per cent; and he was certain 
that it could be coUeded at an expence of 10 per cent. 

Right Hon. Mr. Beresford faid, that the more minutely the 
accounts of the revenue department were infpeded, the greater 
would be his fatisfadtion, and that of the gentlemen with v;^hom 
he had the honour to fit at the revenue board; however, thea- 
roount of the collection, though much greater than he wiflied, 
was not fo great as the Right Hon. Gentleman had ftated, for in 
it he had included the incidental expences of the Cuftom-Houfe, 
and great works now carrying on ; were thefe deducted, the ex- 
pence of collection would not amount to fourteen per cent, 
though formerly it had been eighteen: befides, in comparing this 
country with England, gentlemen had fallen into a miftake. A 
fingle great diftiller in England, pays more duty than an whole 
country here, though, he requires but one officer to watch him, 
and the country perhaps forty. He faid, there -are twenty-fix 
ports in Ireland, of which nineteen do not produce a revenue 
equal to the expence of guarding them; and the whole balance 
in the public favour, arifes from feven ports, Dublin, Cork, 
Waterford, Belfaft, Limerick, Derry, and Newry, though the 
neceffity of watching the inferior ports muft be obvious to every 
man. Now it is faid, that in England the revenue is collected at 
feven percent, but of thofe feven ports that have been mention- 
ed, the revenue is collected at ^\t and ninetenths per cent, the 
manner of eftimating the expence of collecting in England, and 
comparing it with this country is unfair; England has been a 
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market for the whole world, goods have been imported there and 
paid heavy rfudes, for the purpofe of re-exportation when thofe 
duties are drawn back. This increafes her fiflitious revenue, 
though it does not add one farthing to the real one ; and this 
reduces the relative proportion of expence in the collection. 

The reveiwie board of Ireland, which was originally conftitu- 
ted for revenue bufinefs only, has had the bufinefs and expences 
of the whole ftate heaped upon it. The expence of palling bills, 
and fundry circumflances of the law bufinefs, have raifed th^ 
particular charge from 1800 ^ per annum, to 4800'. The reve- 
nue cruifers, which government employed for convoying troops, 
did in the laft year ftand in 32,000^. which is charged as a reve- 
nue expence. Nay, the very exprelTes which government fends 
to different places on government affaih muft be paid by the reve- 
nue board. Thofe things together make a prodigious fum, and 
it is all charged to the prodigality of the commiffioners of reve-^ 
nue, who are blamed for expences in which they have no manner 
of concern. For my part, continued he, it is the defire of my 
heart, that every gentleman in the nation ihould be acquainted 
with our tranfaCtions, and that parliament (hould fcrutinize them 
widi the utmoft attention. The revenue incidents have many 
improper charges upon them ; ' and falaries, which if they ought 
to appear any where, ought to appear upon your eftablifliment. 

Mr, Grattan faid, that he would not mention a time for the in- 
veftigation of revenue matters, though he thought parliament 
ihould take it up i'peedily, and fairly enquire into them. He 
thought the Right Hon. Gentleman had very candidly explained 
to the Houfe the condition of th^ department. As to the inci- 
dents which encreafed the expence of collecting, not by in- 
duflry butby idlenefs, they (hould be curtailed at prefent, and 
guarded from abufe in future ; for if people who have falaries on 
that lift, were placed on the penfion lilt, parliament would fee 
them, and ftrike.them off. But as at prefent circumftanced, 
the revenue incidents might be called a concealed penfion lift. 

Sir John Parnel faid, that to ftand back would be a cenfure on 
the conduct of the commidioners, and would feem as if they 
feared to bring their tranfadions to light. He admitted there were 
many abufes in the revenue department ; that department was un- 
der a particular controul, but he rejoiced that that controul was 
under the controul of parliament. He invited the Houfe to en- 
ter into an examination of the commilHoners condudt, and faid 
that nothing would more redound to their honour. But there 
was one thing that might be charged as a blame upon the Houfe ; 
, country gentlemen did not teach their tenants an obedience to 
the revenue laws, and there was amongft all ranks of people a 
difpofition to oppofe them ; every little merchant was ready to 
infticute, and veiled in conducting fuits againft the reveaue % and 
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the general defire Teemed to be, to avoid as much as pofEblethe 

payment of legal duties. 

. Mr. A/r7/^«exprefredhimfelf to the fame.effed, and ardently 

tiefired an inquiry. 
Mr. Dayid Latouche faid — I rife for a third time in this Houfei 

to^prefent a petition from a much diftrefled ind injured let of men, 

the fugar bakers of Ireland; for relief. 

• He delivered the petition accordingly^ and it was ordered td 

lie on the table. 

y[x,Grattan fetid, the Houfe were in honour bound torefcind 
the alterations that had been made in England in the bill of equa- 
lization in 1780, and recur to the regulation they had made for 
that bufinefs previous thereto. 

Mr. Fofter then faid, he would make the motion he had given 
notice of a i^^ nights ago, namely, 

Refolvedjl That no mpne^ be made payable for any grant tci 
any public work; canal, pier, harbour or building; until the 
expenditure of all fumsi if any, which may have been grated 
for the fame during the laft feven years; fhall have been account- 
ed for before the Commiflioners of Impreft Accounts; nor unleli 
a plan arid eftimate of the work propoled be depofited with the, 
faid Commiflioners, before it be undertaken, nor until proof 
fliall be made upon oath before theni that the work has been exe- 
cuted purfuant to the faid plan and eftimate, or fuch fecurity as 
they {ball approve be entered into by recognizance in his Majedy's 
Court of Pxchequer^ that the work fliiUl be executed purfuant 
to the faid plan and eftimate^ and accounted for before them up- 
on oath, within a time to be approved of by th6 faid Commifli- 
oners, and named in the faid recognizance; 

The Pronjoft obferved, that fome period fhould be afcertained^ 
fuppofe for two or three feflions back. 
The motion was agreed to nem con^ 

Mr. Griffith faid— Thougli no man in thijjUFloufe is a greater 
advocate for oeconomy than I, yet I muft coiqmunicate a thought 
which has jufl: flruck me, as I think the honour of the nation is 
ntimately concerned therein : it is, that as we ;ire to have annual 
fellions in. future, I would wifh fome addition was* made to the ^i- 
pend allowed to the Lord Lieutenant and his Secretary, that our 
\'iceroy might be enabled to fupport the becoming fplendor of 
the Iriih court. It was not, he faid, from any connedion or ac- 
quaintance v/ith the Viceroy or his Secretary, for he had none. 

The Speaker faid, that if fuch a matter was taken up, it 
muft be on another day, " ^ 

Mr, Pelham declared he fhould l^e very forry the nation (hould 
^eput toany addinonal expencej that his excellency nor lie did 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



114 P A RLI A ]\)I E N T A R Y 

defire it. If, however, the circumftances of the nation macTe 
it neceiTary, he wiftied any increafe might be attached to the of- 
fice, not the officer. 

Mr. Carry gave notice, that he would on Friday move an ad* 
drefs to his Majefty, on the Prince of Wales? havfng attained hfs 
one-and- twentieth year, the fubftance of which addrefs he had 
moved the firft day cf the feffion. 

The Order of the day being read, the Houle purfuant thereto, 
refolved itfelf into the committee of fupply. The Right Hon. 
'John Fojier^ in the chair. 

The Attorney General vx^de 3, few obfervations on the immenfe 
fums of money granted by the Houfe/or public works and manu- 
fadtures; amounting to near half the national debt, andfaidifhe 
was fupported therein, there fliould not be a farthing granted this 
feffion for thefe purpofes j and moved, ** That all grants, except 
thofe for the Dublin Society, Charter Schools and the officers of 
the Houfe, (ball not exceed the fum of 1 5,0001." 

Mr. Griffith faid, that when he had lately caft his eyes around 
to difcover fome profpeft ofoeconomy, he did not imagine the 
manufadture^ of this country would ever become an bbjedt thereof. 
That he had no job to carry, but he was convinced our manu- 
fafturers required greater capitals than thofe of England, as they 
are obliged to prepare all the component parts themfelves ; and 
bedde that, contend with the rich, eflablifhed manufacturers of 
England, who lofe no opportunity of deftroying them, as was 
lately the cafe, when the people of Manchefter fent agents here 
to buy up all the cotton.. He concluded with declaring his par- 
tiality to two great objefts at this rime, which was the cotton ma- 
nufacture and the grand canal. 

Mr. Kearney obferved, that when we could not export a thread 
of our fa-brics, except white linens, we encouraged our manu- 
factures with an unl paring hand ; but now that our exports were 
free, we flinted all encouragement. 

Mr. Lmuther moved, that 20,000/. be fubflituted for 15,0000/. 
' Mr. FitzirM&n {a\df that voting 15,000/. annually, was equal 
to our formerly voting 30,000/. 

Mr. Green, — I voted for 15,000 men on our eflablifhment, I 
now would vote a liberal encouragement to our manufactures, to 
enable the people to pay thefe 15,000 men.— He then launched 
out into encomiums on Mr. Smith's manufactory at Balbriggen, 
where 600 hands were employed — 3000/. had been expended in 

fetting it up, but 8000/. more were required to compleat it. 

He then moved, that the fum flinted be 30,000/, The fum of 
1-5,000/* was agreed to. 
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Wednesday, November i4> .1783. ' 

Sir H, Hartflon^e moved for leave to bring in a bill to regolate 
the filheries of this kingdom* Leave given. 

Sir Edwai'd Nenvenham movedj that an order be made, that 

the corporation books and records relating to the borough of Kil- 

mallock, be lodged with the Clerk of the Hoiife, and that all who 

' complained of an undue eledtion and return for that borough^ 

(hould have liberty to infpeft the fame. 

Mr. Fitzgihbon objected to the motion ; he faid he would by 
ho means oppofe the books being depofited in fome fafe hands at 
a convenient time before the trial was to come on, and he 
would hiiwfelf be infwerable for the bringing them in, but it 
would be highly improper to comply with the motiofi at prefent ! 
he had feen feveral names figned to the petition, and had made 
eVery enquiry to find out who the perfons complaining were ; and 
from the beft information he could procure, one of them wa5 
the parilb curate, another was the parilh clerk, another was the 
fexton, another the grave digger, and two other old beggarmen 
Who received alm4 from the church ; there were a few more 
names, but from th« beft accounts he could perceive, they were 
perfons totally unknown to the people reiident in and about the 
borough. Now he was apprehenfive that if all thofe refpeftable 
perfonages whom he had mentioned, were permitted to have the 
books in their haiids for fo long a time, they might be fubjedt 
to mutilation. There was another reafon why he could not con- 
fent, and that was^ the ag^nt for the petitioners had told him he 
was very much miftaken, if he thought the perfons who had 
figned the petition were the only people concerned ; he coul4 
aifurehim, there were many others of rank and fortune. Now, 
ifthere were others behind the curtain, whom he hoped to drag 
from their covert before the trial fliould come on, he was afraid 
the corporation books might be made ufe of to fome very bad 
purpofes } befides, the borough had, by their charter, a right to 
try civil a6lions to the amount, he believed of 20I. and thefe 
books would be wanting to make entries of their proceedings, and 
record their judgments j for thefe reafons, he muft objeft to 
the books being now delivered, but he would readily agree to 
their being lodged a week before the trial. As to the rolls and 
records^ he did not believe the Houfe could make any order ^ 
they were in the rolls office, and attefted copies of them might 
be procured, which would be evidence before the committee, 
as they were in every court of law. 
' bir EUvjard Nevjenham aiTured the Hon. Gentleman, for whom 
•he had the higheft refpecl, that he did not know one of the per- 
fons whofe names were affixed to the petition, nor what fituacioa 

I ^ 
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of life they were in ; it had been put into his hands and reconi- 
^ mended by fome moft refpeflable charafters. 

Mr. Fitzgihhcn afTured the Hon. Knight, he acquitted him of 
the fmalleft imputation of the kind — he had adled in a manner 
towards him which he would ever remember, with the greateft 
thanks, particularly by acquainting him, before he prefented the 
petition, with the circumftances of it, and declaring if it was a 
litigious or vexatious one, he would not bring it into the Hoiife ; 
but it was his define it (hould be brought in, and he thought it 
was the duty of every member, to whom a matter of that nature 
was intruded, to lay it before the Houfe. 

Hon. Mr. Mnffey faid, he could not fit ftill and hear men of pro- 
perty, refpeftable freeholders, fome of whom had done him the 
honourof voting for him, reprefen ted in fo ludicrous a light; he 
was atkcd to bring in the petition, but he refufed it for fome par- 
ticular reafons ; however, he knew the petitioners to be men of 
property. * ^ ^ / 

Mr. Fitzgibhon faid, he had his information from a gentleman 
of undoubted veracity, on whom he could rely : he knew nothing 
of the property of the petitioners, but he knew they followed the 
occupations he had ftated, and he did not ihink \i fafe to trufl: 
the books fo long in the power of thofe his refpedtable would- 
be conftituents. 

Thequeftion was then put, ** That the books (bould be deliver- 
ed to the clerk one week before the day fixed for the trial.*' 

Ordered. 

The Attorney General reported, that the committee appointed 
to enquire into the merits of a petition, complaining of an undue 
eleclion for the borough of Ennifcorthy, had come to the follow- 
ing refolutions : 

** Refolved, that the return made for burgelfps to reprefent 
tJie borough of Ennifcorthy is a void return. 

" Refolved, that the returning officer made fuch return un- 
duly and illegally." 

The Speaker was then going to put the queftion, that be (hould 
iffue his warrant to the'CIerk ot the Crown, to ilfue a writ for the- 
election of burgeiles to ferve in parliament for the borough of 
Ennifcorthy. 

Mr. Curran faid, he had great doubts whether this might be 
done: he knew the decifion of the committee was 6nalj but at 
the fdme time the committee could go no further than the Houfe 
had deputed them; the petitioners iiad complained only of the 
undue eledion of Mr. Englilh 5 why then (hould the committee 
declare Mr. Longfield, who was not an objeaof the peririon, to 
be undaly elected ? that gentleman was not to be fuppofed to 
have gone before the committee : it was unnece(fary for him to 
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make a defence, where he was not charged, and furely where it 
was not to be luppofed that he made any defence, it was impro- 
per to fay he was unduly returned. 

The Speaker faid, it was a new point, and if gentlemen pleaf- 
ed, he would defer putting the queftioii for a few days, till the 
matter might be confidered. 

Sir Henry Cauendijh faid, that he was fure the 'Houfe had it 
not in its power to^ovej-rule the verdidl of the feledl committee, 
that the Houfe therefore ought hot to delay an inftant ; and if the 
queftion was withdrawn, he would himfelf move it. 

Mr. CHara was fure the gentleman who had raifed this doubt 
was not acquainted with the merits of the petition, or informed 
that Mr. Longfield had, during the courfe of the trial, been ably 
defended by council 5 he however, exprefled his concurrence with 
the expedient of delaying the queftion. 

The Attorney G^^dr^/ declared his concurrence'with the opinion 
of the Hon. Member who had fpoken laft but one, and he there- 
fore agreed that the Houfe muft declare Mr. Longfield's election 
void, as well as that of Mr. Englilh, for when he confidered the 
oath he had taken, he could not reconcile to his confcience 
roa4cing any othtr report than that which had been made. 

The SoUciior General faid, that the Houfe had no difcretion in 
this bufinefs ; for if it had in this one inftance, it would have it 
likewife in every other, the confequence of which would be our 
being reduced to the fame fituation we were in before the eleftion 
law was pafled, when party, private friendQiips and connexions 
fwayed on theie occaiions. 

Mr. Corry faid, it were better to wait a day or two, that gen- 
tlemen might turn the matter in their minds. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon faid, fince the palling of the law, called Mr. 
Grenville's law, not one objedtion had been attempted to be made 
to the report of a committee, fave one which was inftantly fcouted 
out of the Houfe, as he hoped, woujd the prefent ; in this cafe, 
the petition complained, that there was no eledion 5 it was true, 
they faid, they intended to vote for Mr.' Longfield and Mr. 
Walfli, but that the eledtion was precipitated to prevent their 
voting at all. Now would gentlemen hive a committee of fif- 
teen men,, on their oaths, fay there was no clcdtion, and at the 
fame tiiiiC declare Mr. Longfield was elected ? Ift^heir intention 
ro eledt was to be confidered as eledling, the committee Ihould 
have declared Mr. Wallh and Mr. Longfield duly cledted, the 
abfurdity of which, he was fure, would be f^en by every man. 

The queftion for iffuing the writ was then put and Carried^ 

The order of the day being read, and the Speaker haivng left 
the chair, Mr. Fofter took his feat at the table. 



\ 
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Col. Rofs mov^d, that the fum of loool. per ann. be granted 
for the ufe of the inland navigation. 

The Attorney General moved, that 3 col. be granted to the 
Speaker to be diilributed as he (hould think proper, to clerks 
attending the committees of elections. 

Mr. Beresford moved a fum of lool. to be paid Mr. John 
Wetheral, to defray his expences in going to London with feveral 
books upon the bufinefs of the nation. . 

Mr. ?elham then rofe and dated the national accounts ; he faid 
he had taken up the hereditary revenue upon a medium offev&n 
years antecedent co the American war, and the additional duties 
he had efti mated from the laft two years, on account of our en- 
larged trade. The arrears for the laft two years were 15,000!. 
he would therefore fuppofe the fum wanting to be loo^oool. but 
from the many grants which had laft night been voted, and which 
came to about ioo,oool. the fum wanting would be 350,0001. 
however, as there was about 20, oooj. in widows penfions, which, 
he believed, vyould never be called for, and fome money in the 
hands of colledtors^ he thought he would not. be juftitiable in 
demanding^more than a loan of 300,0001. hoping that the remain-? 
ing 50,000!. might bp made up by the widows penfions, the 
money in the colle6lor$ hands, and the revenue in the poft office y 
he wiihed to raife this money by a loan, aild not to tax or burthea 
the nation with any additional duties, but he would not prefcribe 
the manner of procuring the pioney, leaving it tothewifdom o£ 
parliament. 

Mr. Flood faid, he did not rife to embarrafs or give any oppo* 
iition to the Right Hon. Gentleman, whenever he did, it would 
not be perfonally, but in a manly ipanner and upon the grounds of 
fair argument. — He had hoped to hear a better account from the 
iRigbt Hon. Gentleman ; but he owned he was not much com- 
forted by what had fallen from him, in the ftatement of the national 
finances he had juft given, he obferved therein feveral artjcles in 
his opinipn miftaced, fo as to give a mo^e favourable afpedl to 
our affairs than he feared they delerved^ particularly in the credits 
taken for f urns of money, which are not forthcoming, or perhaps 
never might j fuch is a credit for 2o,pool. of widows penfions 
uncalied for^ but if they are called for^ they muft "be p^id, and 
therefore. the kingdom had no right to fuppofe itfelf 20,oool. 
richer, for what the Right Hon. Gentleman- faid — The Hon. 
Gentleman had alio looked upon the money due from coUedors 
as if it was fure money, but he feared that he would in this find 
himfelf miftaken, neither could he agfee to the mode on which 
he had formed his eftimates \ he had taken up the hereditary re- 
venue before the American war, becaufe then it was at the higheft, 
and he took up the additional duties from the laft two years;^ be* 
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caufe they were then at the higheft — now, certainly this was not 
fair, becauie it was evident, that as the additional duties encreaf* 
ed, the hereditary revenue would decreafe in proportion j fo that 
in fad. there is a rauch greater fum deficient than 350,000!, How- 
ever, he (hould not oppofe the loan of 300,000!. becaufe he knew 
it to be neceflary. 

Mr. Pelham laid, that he admitted what the gentleman who 
had !aft fpoken, had obferyed refpedling the widows penfions \ 
but though he had computed the ^atement on the fcale of two 
years, it was only meant to provide for fifteen months, as he un- 
derftood the fupply would not be for a longer'time. 

Mr. Dennis Daly obferved, that the money ftated in the col-p 
leftors hands was all to be confidered as ready money, they 
having acknowledged it and were prepared to pay it. 

Mr. Corry afked what it was computed the poft office might pro.- 
duce at this time ? . \ 

Mr. Pelham faid he could not anfwer accurately ; but it was 
thought about nine or ten thoufand pounds. 

T\xt Attorney General n^oved, that 2,156,000!. be the fup- 
ply granted to his Majefty. Agreed. 

That a further fupply of loool.per ann. be granted for the 
Englifh Proteftant Schools. Agreed. 

The Houfe refumed. — Ordered, that the report from the 
committee of fupply be received to-morrow. * 

Mr, George Ogle moved, that Green and Plunket, the perfons 
concerned m a breach of privilege in arrefting a perfon fumrtioned 
on a p.0Rimittee, be ordered to attend to-morrow.— ^Ordered. 



Thursday, November. 13, 1783, 

Right Hon. 'John 5er«/Wprefented a petition from the Brewers 
of the city of Dublin, fetting forth the high price of ma!:, now 
at i6s. to i6s. 6d. a barrel i and praying the Houfe may addrefs 
his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, to lay an embargo on the 
exportation of malt from this kingdom. 

Mr. Fojler faid a few nights ago he had fubmitted his opinion to 
the Houfe, that a bounty on the fale'of manufiidtured goods would 
be preferable . to a grant to the manufadturer ; and as there was 
an idea that the petition of Jfofeph Smith, late of Lancafhire, but 
now of Balbriggen, did come within the order that was referred 
to the committee of fupply, which order was, " that no larger 
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fum than 1 5,000!. be graoted to the different manufa^u|-eTS \*T 
he then moved, that the above petition be excepted from laid 
order. ^ 

Mr. G^.Neil fpoke very much in favour of fome capital cotCOQ 
inanufa^turers in Belfaft, who were too late in thfeir application 
laft felfion of parliament, when 5,000!. were divided between the 
cotton manuiadurers ; he hoped they would not be precluded 
this time, and faid rhere was a manufadlure fimilar to that ot 
Mr. SmithTs, eftablifhed in his neighbourhood, that dderved en- 
couragement. 

Mr. Green informed the Houfe, that the petitioner, Sipith, did 
not come within the defcription of manufacturers \y1io petitioned 
for grants : he had laid out very large fums in building different 
works necefTary to his manufatlure, and what he prayed for, 
was to be in part reimburfed. 

Mr. 0*Hara hoped, they would npt reject the petition for 
enlarging the quay of Sligo — -a fea-port daily incre^fing in its ex- 
portation. . 
' Thequeftion being put on the motion; 

' Ayes, 45 

"Noes, — — 96 

The Right Hon. Dennis Daly faid', h^ad received an order from 
the Houfe of Lords, for an account of the military eftablilhtnent 
of this kingdom, which he had Already delivered into this Houfei 
but could not in time furnilh another } requ^fted therefore tQ 
withdraw his return, in order to comply with the Lords order, 
\ Leave was given him accordingly. 

The Right Honourable John Fojlery according to order, re- 
ported from the coinmittee of the whold Hoiife, to whom it was 
referred to take into confideration the fupply granted to his Ma- 
jefty, as alio his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's fpeech, the • 
refolutions which the committee had directed him to report to the 
Houfe, .which he read in his place, and' after delivered in at the 
table, where the fame were read, and are as follow : 
' I. Refolved, That a fum not exceeding 1,919,386/. 5^. 75^. 
was the debt of the nation at Lady-diy, 1783.'. 

2. Refolved, That the na^ ion is alfo liable to the payment of 
certain life annuities, at the rate of 6/. per cent, per annum; 
for a fum of 440,000/. and is alfo liaj)le to the payment of certain 
other life annuities at the rate of 7/. i oj. percent, per annuin, for 
a further fum of 300,000/.* 

3. Refolved, That a fupply be granted to his Majefty towards 
payment of the faid debt, and towards fupporting the feveral 
branches of the eflabiifhments, and for defraying the other necef- 
fary expences of Government, for fifteen months, from the 2 jtii 
day of Decenibci> 1783, to the 25th day of March, 1785. 
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^. Refolved, That i2,oqo efFe£li\re men, coramlijioii and non* 
Commiirion officers included, are neceflary to be maintained with- 
' ,^n this kingdom for its defence. 

5. Refolved, That to enable his Majefly to carry into executi- 
on his gracious intentions, and determined refolution, fignilied to 
us by his Excelleney the Lord Vifcount Townihend, late Lord 
Lieutenant of this kingdom, by his Majefty's command, to keep 
within this kingdom, for the neceflary defence of the fame,' 
12,000 effective men, commillion and non-commiflion officers in** . 
eluded, at all time*, unleis in cafe of invafion or rebellion in Great 
Britain, 3092 men, commiflion and non-commiflion officers in- 
cluded, be maintained for one year and three months, from the ilt 
day of January, 1784, to the^ifliday of March, 1785, inclu- 
five, fo as that theforces on the eiiabliihment of this kingdom maj 
amount to 15,092 eifedtive men, commillion and non-commiflioii 
officers included. 

6. Refolved, That a fumof 4000/. be given to the Right Hon.. 
the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, to enable him to maintain 
the date and dignity*of his office. 

7. Refolved, That a fum after the "rate of 2000/. per annum, 
be given for ope year ^nd three months, from the 25th day of De- 
cember, 1783, to the 25th day o/March, 1785, to the Truflee* 
of the Linen Manufacture, to encourage theraifing fufficient quan- 
tities of hemp and flax in this kingdom. 

8. Refolved, That a further Turn, after the rate of 2000/. per 
annum, for one year and three months^ be given to the Trufliees of 
the Linen Manufacture, for the encouragement of the hempen and 
flaxen manufacture?, during the faid time, in the province^ of 
Leinfl:er, Muniler and Connaught. 

9. Refolved, That the feveral fums granted to the Truftees of 
the flaxen and hempen manufactures be exempted from the pay- 
ment of all fees. 

10. Refolved, That a fum 01500/. be given to Thomas Bur^, 
Ef(^s Accountant General^ as a reward for his expence and trouble 
in preparing and ftating the public accounts of the nation, laid 
before this Houfe this lelfion of parliament, 

11. Refolved, That a fum of 300/. be given to Henry Gore, 
Efq; as a reward for his expence and trouble in preparing and 
making out the account of the imports and exports for two years, 
ending the 25 th of March, 1783, purfuant to the order of this 
Houfe. 

12. Refolved, That a fum of Soo/. be given to Thomas Ellis, 
Cleric of this Houfe, as a reward for his attendance and ftrvice this 
felfion of parliament. 

13. Refolved, That a fum of 400/. be given to Benjamin Hig- 
gins. Clerk Afliftant, as a reward for his attendance and fervice 
this feflion of parliament. 
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«4. Refblved, That afum of looo/. be given to Dixie Cod- 
dington, Serjeant at Arms, as a reward for his attendance and fer- 
vice this feffion of parliament. 

15. Refolved, That a fumof40o/. be given to James Corry, 
Clerk of the Journals and Records, appointed in purfuance of a 
report of a committee of this Houfe, for his trouble and expence in 
the execution of his office. ' 

16. Refolved, That a fum of 200/. be given to Dawfon Ellis, 
Cl^rk of the EngroiTments, as a reward for his attendance and fer- 
vice this fellion of parliament. 

17. Refoived, That a fum of 600/. be given to George Frede- 
rick Winftanley, and Jonathan Rogers, the clerks attending the 
committee of accounts, and other committees, as a reward for 
their attendance and fervice this feffion of parliament, to be equal-^ 
ly divided between them. 

18. Refoived, That a fum of 250/. be given to George Frede- 
rick Winftanley, and Jonathan Rogers, Committee Clerks of this. 
Houfe, for their extraordinary trouble and expence in this fellion 
ofparliament.in attending feleft committees, • 

19. Refoived, That a fum of 1 12/. be given to Abraham Brad- 
ley King, for printing the public accounts, laid before the Houfe 
this feffion of parliament. * 

' 20. Refoived, That a fum of 100/. be given to Laurence Senfi, 
as a reward for his trouble and attendaiA;e in delivering the votes to 
th^ Members this feffion of parliament. 

2 1 . Refoived, That a fum of 200/. be given to James Mc. Cow- 
en, and Henry Holmes, door-keepers to this Houfe, as a re- 
ward for their attendance and fervice this feffion of parliament, tQ 
be equally divided between them. 

22. Refoived, That. a fum of 400/. be given to the Speaker, t6 
t)e by him divided among the back door-keepers and melfengers at-r 
tending this Houfe, being thirteen in number, in fuch manner as 
he fhall direa. • . 

23. Refoived, That a fum of 200/. be given to Thdmas 
Leftrange, for his extraordinary care and trouble in attending this 
Houfe as Affiftant Serjeant at arms. 

24. Refoived, That a fum of 200/. be given to John Wetherall, 
for his extraordinary trouble in making up the feveral accounts by 
him. laid before this Houfe, and in attending this Houfe this feffion 
of parliament, 

25. Refoived, That a fum of 300/. be given to Paul Le Bas, 
ExaminatorofCorn Premiums, on accfount of the great increafe 
of his trouble in examining and keeping accounts offaid premiums, 
and for his expences in payment of clerks in, the two years ending 
at Lady-day, 1783. 

26. Rtfoived, That a fum of 200/. be given to John Swan, Ex- 
aminator of Excife, for his extraordinary trouble and expence in 
preparing the accounts laid before this Houfe. 
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27.. Refolv€d, That a fum of 100/. be given to Henry Smyth, 
Deputy Pc-^n. after of Corn Premiums, for his extraordinary trou- 
ble and Lxpcnce, in preparing accounts- by him laid before thi$ 
Houfe for two years, ending Midfummer, 1783. 

28. Refolved, That a Sum of 1 200/. be given to Sir Roger 
Palmer, Bart, in confideraticn of his extraordinary attendance, 
care andexpence in the office ofPaymafter of Corn Premiums dur- 
ing the two years, ending Michaelmas, 1783. 

2Q. Relblved, That a fum of 200/. be given to Thomas Ellis, 
for his trouble andexpence in preparing copies, fuperintendingthe 
printing and making an index to the twentieth volumeof the jour- 
nals of this Houfe. 

30- Refolved, That a fum of 5000/. be given to the Dublin 
Society for the improvement of Hulbandry, and other ufeful arts 
in Ireland, particularly for the encouragement of the glafs ma- 
nufacture, and to enable them to continue premiums for the ex- 
tenfion of old and intrbdudtion of new manufactures in this king- 
dom ; one half of the faid fum at the leaft to be applied to the en- 
couragement, of agriculture and planting. 

31. Refolved, That a fum of 5000/. be given to the Incorpo- 
rated Society, towards fupporting the Proteftant Charter Schools 
of this kingdom. 

32. Relblved, That a fum of 3000/* be granted to the Lord 
Chancellor, and Chief Judges, to enable them to pay the debt by 
them contracted in building offices for the public Records, and 
towards carrying on the faid building. 

33. Refolved, That a fum of 5000/. be given to the Gover- 
nors of the Foundling Hofpital and Work-houfe, towards ena- 
bling them to difcharge the debts by them contracted for the ufe 
of that charity, and towards fupporting their neceflary cxpen- 
ces. 

34. Refolved, That the fum of 1 500/. be granted to the Go- 
vernors of St. Patrick's Hofpital, to enable them to pay-a debt con- 
tracted by them in buildings, furniture and repairs. 

35. Refolved, That the fum of 1000/. be given tp the Hiberni- 
an iVfarine Society, towards fupporting the faid charity. 

36. Refolved, That the fum of looo^ be i^iven to the Go- 
vernors of the Hibernian School, for the fu:>port of that charity. 

37. Refolved, That a. fum of 3000/. be granted to the Board 
ofFirft Fruits, for building new churches, and rebuilding old 
churches in fuch parifhes as no divine public fervice has been per- 
formed in for twenty years pad. 

38- Refolved, That the fum of 250/, be given to the Parifli Mi- 
niffer and Church Wardens of the parilh of Kiilurine, in the coun- 
ty of Wexford, to' enable them to complete and hnilh the parilh 
church of Kiilurine. 

39. Refolved, That the fum of 2000/. be granted to the Vic- 
tors of Kilkenny College, to enable the::* to complete the fame. 
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40. RefoU^ed, That the fum of 5700/. be given to Thomas El- 
lis, to be by him paid for the coft of reprinting the new edition of 
the joumab of thi,3 Houfe. 

41. Refolved, That the fum of 1^00/. be granted to Thomas 
Ellis, for his trouble and care in reprinting the new edition of the 
journals. 

42. Refolved, That, the fum of 3000/. be given to the Corpo- 
ration for the Relief of the Poor in the City of Dublin, for the 
fupport of the Houfe of Induiiry, in aid of the charitable contri- 
butions. 

43. Refojved, That the fum of 518/. r5;. be given to Sarah 
Bradley, the cofl of printing and binding five hundred of the twen- 
tieth volume of the journals, delivered by her for the ufe of the 
members of this Houfe, 

44. Refolved, That a fum of 9 12/. 12^. be giv^n to Mary Hay, 
the coft of forty- eight fets of the ftatutea of Ireland, in nine 
volumes, delivered by her for the ufe of the members of this 
Houfe. 

45. Refolved, That the fum of 400/. be granted for the rebuild- 
ing the church of Rathfarnham. 

46. Refolved, That the fum of 2000/. be granted to the Trul^ 
tees of the Circular Road, to difcharge incumbrances on the faid 
road, and towards compleatine the fame. 

47. Refolved, That a fum of 1000/. be given to Benjamin Hig- 
gins. Clerk Afliftant, for his extraordinary trouble in balloting for 
c jmmjttees to try controverted elections. 

48. Refolved, That a fum of 2000/. be granted to Jofeph Smith, 
la enable him to finifli the machinery he has begun at Balbriggen. 

49. Refolved, That the fum of 1000/. be granted to the Right 
' Honoiurable the Earl of Rofs, the Right Honourable Thomas-Co- 

Bolly, and George Montgomery, Efq; towards carrying on the 
navigation from Lake Erne, to Woodford Lake, 4n the county of 
Leitrim. 

50. Refolved, That the fum of 600/. be granted to Edward 
Fitzgerald, Efqj to enable him to complete. a pier at Lifcannor, 

51. Refclved, That the fum of 5000/. be given to the Right 
Honourable John O'Neill, the Right Honourable Barry Yelver- 
ton, the Honourable Hercules Rowley, Charles Ruxton, Efq; 
t^onway Richard Dobbs, Efq; and Eg;ekiel Davis Wilfon, Efq; 
Mayor of Carrickfergus, to repair the Quay of Carrickfergus. 

52. Refolved, That a fum of 1000?. be granted to Adam 
Coiclough and Pat. Colclough, to work the co^ mines and a 
fteam machine on the Lands of Donan, 

53. Refolved, That the fum of 1000/. be given to the truftees 
appointed for carrying on the improvements of Cork harbourj^ 
to be expended in the fame. 
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54. Refolved, That the fum of 1000/. be given to the Mayor, 
Sheriffs, Burgefles and Commons of the ^county >of the town of 
Drog^ieda, to enable them to improve *the navigation of the 
River Boyne from the Bridge of Drogheda to the Sea. 

55. Refolved, That the fum of 500/. be granted to Johrt 
Howard Kyan, Efq; to enable him to build a fmelting houfe 
and flatting mill at.Ballymurtagh and Crownbawn, in the coun^- 
ty of Wicklow. 

56. Refolved, That a fum of 2000/. be granted to Richard 
Tdbot, Efq; to enable him to complete his machinery at Ma- 
lahide. 

57. Refolved, That the fum of 500/. be given to the Minif- 
ter and Church Wardens of the parifli of St. Nicholas without, 
in the city of Dublin, towards rebuilding^the church of faid 
parifh. 

58. Refolved, That the fum of 1 000/. be granted tp Denis 
Bowes Daly and Anthony Daly, Efqrs. to be by them expended 
towards rendering the harbour of Galway more fafe and commo- 
dious, and for the improvement of the fame, 

59. Refolved, That the fum of 2000/. be granted to John 
Staples and James Caulfield, Efqrs. to enable them to erefl a 
fleam engine at their collieries in Tyrone. 

60. Refolved, That the fum of 1000/. be granted, for the 
purpofe of improving the harbour of Dublin, to fuch perfons and 
to be applied in fuch manner as ihall hereafter be direded by par- 
liament. 

61. Refolved, That the fum of 1400/. be granted to the Right 
Honourable Lord Kilwarlin, Robert Rofs, Efq; and George 
Hamilton, Efq; towards erefting a light houfe on the foijth 
rock on the eaft coaft of the county of Down. 

62. Refolved, That the fum of 15,000/. be granted for the 
purpofe of paying bounties on the fale of the following manufac- 
tures of this^ kingdom; that is to fay, the ipanufa6tures of wool, 
of wool mixed, of cotton, of . cotton mixed, thread* kent- 
ings, and manufaftures of iron or copper, to be applied after 
fuch rate and under fuch conditions and regulations as (hall be 
diredled by parliament. 

63. Refolved, That a fupply be granted to his Majefty for 
the ufe of the corporation for promoting. and carrying on an in- 
land navigation in Ireland, in order to enable them more efFedtual- 
ly to carry on the faid work. 

64. Refolved, That the further fupply to be granted to his Ma- 
jeft) for the ufe of the corporation for promoting and carrying on . 
an inland navigation' in Ireland be a fum not exceeding 1000/. per 
Annum. 

65. Refolved, That the fum of 100/. iJe given to John \Ve- 
therail, the younger, Clerk in the Examinatcr cf the Cuftoms cf- 
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fice, for Ills trouble and expence in London for the fervice of 
the public. 

66. Refolved, That a fum of 300'. be paid tvO Do£lor Ellis, 
for the purpofe of paying the extraordinary expence which may 
"be incurred by the attendance of clerks on the fele£t committees 
thi^ feffion. 

67. Refolved, That the fupply granted to his Majefty be a 
fumnot exceeding 2,756,262/. 3^. 9^''^. * 

68. Refolved, Thatkfurther fupply be granted to his Majefly 
for the encouragement of Englifh proteftant fchools in this 
kingdom. 

69. Refolved, That the further fupply granted to his Majefly 
for the encouragement of Erigliih proteftaiit fchools in this king- 
dom be a fum not exceeding 1 000'. for one year, from the 25th 
of March, 1784, to the 25th of March, 1785. 

*The Speaker then put the queflion on each refolutioti. When 
he came to the refolution of the fupply being for fifteen m::nths. 

Sir Edward Newenham propofed as an amendment to the refo* 
lution, in the fame manner as he had before done in the com- 
mittee, ** that the word six be fubftituted for fifteen.'* 

Mr. GrtfWfln faid, it had been already debated: he had heard 
nothing new to induce him to alter his opinion againft the amend- 
ment. 

Sir Edward {zld, there was a time when the Pight Hon. Gen- 
tleman and he coincided in opinion; and was forry that of late 
they differed fo widely. 

Mt» Grattan faid, the difference was not fo great as the Hon. 
Gentleman apprehended ; he would willingly agree to it, if a 
parliamentary reform was tacked to the money bill. 

On the queftion being put on Sir Edward Newenham's motion, 
there were 

Ayes, — ^ 34 

Noes, — — 123 

Tellers for the, ayes. Sir Edward Newenham and Mr, Moly-' 
neux. 

Tellers for the noes, 'Lord Delvln, and Mr. Marcus Beresfcrd; 

When the Speaker came to that part of the report, that 12,000 
men are neceflary for the defence of this kingdom. 

The Hon. Mr. Den's Brciiu lamented the ablence of that great 
man (Mr. H. Flood) who had fo ably demonftrated in the com- 
mittee that fuch a number of men was totally unnecefiary ; the 
ftate of the finances was not able by any means to fupport lo great 
an expence, that retrenchment was the (liadow, bur prodigality 
the fubftance. He had not that lively fenie of grateful feeling, 
for England that infpires the gentlemen on the other fide of the 
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Houfe, for having obtained only what was our Right ; nor had , 
he much fenfe of gratitude for the prote6tion afforded this king- 
dom during the war by the Britilh navy, when our coafts were 
expofedtothe depredations of the mod paltry privateers of the 
enemy. — Yes, we had the Stag Frigate in our harbour, which 
we were told was not to protedt but reftrain our trade ; that was 
a (hip of obfervation, fomewhat like the army of obfervation of 
12,000 men we are going to have, which itfelfmay probably 
, caufe the war that Adminiflration fo apprehend ; but was there 
any real occafion for an additional force in this kingdom, when 
roinifters well know how foon 3000 can be raifed by giving away 
commifrions. 

He faw plainly what kind of oeconomy we are to expe6t from 
the mock battles that are fought he^^e with wooden fwords on 

that fubjedl. He (hould, however, return ferioufly to the 

fubjetl, by declaring that while we poflefs the internal force of. 
our Volunteers — thofe Volunteers which have ferved fome ». 
men as a ladder to climb to popularity, though now they kick it 
from under them ; he was clear of opinion fo large a (landing 
army was quite unneceffary in Ireland, and' that the hurrying 
the Houfe into a report after fo tedious a fitting in the committee 
loolcs unfavourably. He ihould therefore move as an amendment, 
** That the words 9000 be inferted inftead of 12,000." 

Hon. Mr. Pole rofe to fecond the motion — ^he declared he had 
hh doubts, whether the prefent adminiftration meant well to this 
kingdom — they had talked a great deal of their. good intentions i 
but fure filence is no great indication of good intentions — he had 
the honour of knowing the Right Hon. Secretary; he knew him 
to be a man of honour — but he had e)cpe6led to have feen ere now 
apian of oeconomy from him; if he promifes fuch apian, Til 
vote for the 12,000 men ; I would rather have his promifes than 
Kis filence, and his plan than his promife. Oeconomy, 1 am 
afraid, is not his object : an Hon. Gentleman the other day had 
a job to carry ; he wanted loool. for the repair of a port (Sligo) 
when we were told by a gentleman high in office, that the returns 
from thit port do not exceed its expences, lol. annually — From 
what we have feen of the prefent adminiftration, we can have no 
great expe^tion of retrenchment, anrf I am authorized to fay, 
that if the late adminiflration had continued, we Ihould have now 
on our table a plan of retrenchment. 

Right Hon, Mr. Felbam.'^The Hon. Gentleman has held out 
fuch a very tempring bait, that it is impoffible for me to remain 
filent; he fays, that if government can (hew a plan ofceconomy, 
th6y Ihall have his fupport. I am not very fond of makii>g pro- 
miles in public or private life, but this I can allure the Hon. 
Gentlc^ian, and the Houfe, that it is the intenrion of govornment 
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ta manage the national revenues with the iitmoft frugalfty, and 
i. make every pofRble faving in the difTerent depaptments. 

It is not for me to doubt the good intentions of a former govern- 
ment ; on the contrary, I believe that government had the very 
beft difpofition tovi^ards this country ^ but I muft fay^ that in .the; 
offices I find no trace of any plan of retrenchment, except in the 
barrack department, for v/hich muth.praife is due. At prefent 
1 think government will have an opportunity of making a very 
great faving in the ext/aordinaries of the army. 

Mr. CHara did not imagine the Hon. Gentleman would attack 
the motion he made the other night, by calling it a job — it was no 
job — it was only to enlarge the quay of Sligo — He allowed^ Sligof 
was not confiderable for its imports 5 its chief trade was in its 
exports. He faid, that it had been his intention to move an 
amendment to the refolution before the Houfe, in hopes of making 
fome faving' for the public, in a manner not liable to objcftion 
from either fide of the Houfe ; and that though he had voted 
againft the addrefs which fir ft introduced the fubject of the military 
cftabliihment, as not ufing the ordinary terms of complimenti 
not expreliing one principal hiotive for the reduction, nor any 
attention to the common interefts^ of the empire, yet, he muftnot 
be fuppofed to relinquilh his wifh for oeconomy. He then faid^ 
that his objeft had been to reduce our number of regiments, but 
%. not our number of men, that we might have our eftabli(hment 
complete, without the ex pence of oiScers of many reigraents- 
But he found the regiments intended were not to be fkeleton 
regiments; and that the faving between the regiments intended^ 
and fuch as he was to have recommended, would not produce a 
greater faving than about i2,oool. a year, and that it was not 
worth while to diftreis the officers of a few regiments, by reduc- 
ing them to half-pay, in order to make fuch a faving j that it 
was our bufinefsto confider the two kingdoms as united ininterefV, 
and our army as the army of the empire ; for if we had no natural 
connexion with Great Britain, what would we not give for l*ich 
an ally. 

Mr. Pole contended that the grant to Sligo was a job 5 for a 
gentleman high in office had declared that the expences were as 
great as the revenue. " 

Col. M^ynne corroborated what Mr. O'Hara had faid. 
Mr. Griffith faid, the queftions of retrenchment and reduction ^ 
bad been fo ofien and io ably treated in that Houfe, that very 
little remained to be urged by any one, who wifhed to avoid 
the beaten track of argument on thofe ungrateful fubjeQs. One 
thjng had, however, occurred to him, which had been over- 
looked by every gentleman who had taken part in this or in 
former debates, and that was the grofs^ inconfiftency of govern- 
ment. In England, the minifter had thought proper to flattei; 
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the kingdom with the redu^lion of the /landing army, becaufe they 
knew it was a popular and conflitutionaf meafure, and becaufe 
they were convinced that their very exigence a» a miniflry de- 
pended on their obtaining, the good opinion and confidence of 
the people. 

But, Sir, they have no fuch apprehenfions for the people of 
Ireland ; they think that as long as they can maintain a venal 
majority in this Hbufe, they may laugh at the murmurs of the 
people J and though they have, not even the (hadowofan argu- 
ment to produce in favour of the immenfe and unnecefTary army 
which they wifb to load this kingdom with, they (it fecure in a 

decided majority. But, Sir, fince we are to be overwhelmed 

with an intolerable expence, let us endeavour to find out fome 
means for the fupport of it. It is not unufual, even of late 
years, (and he faid it was certainly the practice informer days,) 
when the people voted a fupply to government, to add to it 
fome popular and favourite wifli. He faid, it was not his inten- 
tion «o embarrafs the Right Hon. Secretary with any amendment 
for this purpofe J but before the fupply was granted, he wifhed 
to hear the fentiments of the Treafury-bench on a very important * 
fubje£t to this country, he meant the proteding duties, on which 
depended the very being of manufadlures and commerce in this 
kingdom, and without which out free trade would be a dead 
letter. He faid, that he thought an explanation on this fubjeft 
the more neceflary, as the anfwer which an honourable and very 
refpeflable gentleman (Mr. Hartley) had received from a Right 
Hon. Gentleman, who was confidered the firft authority in this 
country in commercial matters, (Mr. Fofter) to a queftion which 
he had alked relative to protecting duties, was by no means 
fatisfaftory — It, therefore, became neceflary for the Houfe to 
have the matter explained. 

Mr. Griffith continued to obferve, that a great deal had been 
faid with refpe£t to gratitude to England ; that, for his part, he 
hoped he felt and pradifed that virtue as much as any man, but, 
he confeifed, he thought he had lately heard the word mifapplied. 
We were all fenfible of the long political fervitude we had fuiFer- 
ed under from England, but when the report of the- committee, 
that was now enquiring into the (late of our trade and manufac- 
tures Ihould be made to this Houfe, he believed he fhould hear 
lio more of gratitude to England, becaufe it would be feen by 
that report, that the political tyranny of Great Britain over this 
country, had been lenity itfelf to this infamous fyftem of com- 
mercial oppreffion. 

Sir Henry Ca'vendijb faid, that if the Right Hon. Secretary had 
a wiih to Gcconomife, he had no oppofition to fear from the court- 
ly gentlemen who fat around him, for fuch was their 

K 
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complaifance to fecretaries, that they would not contradiSE hidi 
even in the thing which of all others they leaft loved — accnomy. 

This was the third time he had voted for a redud^ioiiofthearmy: 
— It is there a confiderable favingmay be made ; it is a large field ; 
it will ftrike at the root of expences, and tend in a great meafare 
to the equalization of the revenue. 

Captain Burgh declared himfelf againft the motion : why not 
leave the army on the fame footing it was 1 5 years ago ? the ex- 
pences of it centre in the kinrgdom — your revenue is annually in- 
creafingfrora 100,000/. to 200,000/. — England has given con- 
voys to your commerce, from country to country, without any 
expence to you •, and why not fupport an army ? — 'tis the army 
of the empire. 

Mr. Dudley Hujfey was of opinion, that the queftion came to 
this point ; can the circumftances of this nation afford i2',ooo 
men ? can any man lay his hand on his heart, and fay, that 9009 
men are not fufficient for its defence? 

Mr. George Ponfmby never hpard the late adminiftration had form- 
ed any plan of oeconomy 5 if they had, why not brought forward 
\ now, by fome of their friends, and laid on the ta*ble ? 

Mr. Pole rofe to explain ; he did not fay that they had formed 
apian, but he had authority to fay, that if they had remained, a 
plan would have now bqen on the table of the- Houfe. 

Major Doyle, — There are two points which I think are univer- 
fally admitted — firft, that we make a part of the empire ; and fe- 
cond, thatwelhould furniih our quota of defenbe ; the hand of 
oeconomy then can only be extended to the pay of our eftablifli- 
ment ; where are we to begin ? is it with the ^ojl re^uenue of the 
fubaltern, or the ^«i?r»waiyd/^ry of the private foldier? Who will 
defire to deprjve of fubfiftence the hoary veteran, who in many a 
well fought field has expofed himfelf ibr his country's fervice > 
or the brave young man, who returns home covered with wounds, 
and deprived of conftitution, but rel-ying on his country's gene- 
rofity, that fhe will not abandon thofe, who in the day of dan- 
ger never abandoned her ? Who will fet before us the regulations 
of a defpotic monarch, the. King of Pruflia, as examples for the 
imitation of a free people ? No man then I am fure, will wifli to 
diftrefs or injure our brave foldiers and fellow- citizens ^ but I 
will point out- to gentlemen on this fide of tfie Houfe, where an 
attack may be made with fuccefs. I have intelligence of a large 
flying party of the enemy, which, though well paid, are ill arm- 
ed for defence ; they are chieflj^ compofed of foreign mercenaries, 
and as the oppofite general is a fltilful and experienced man, I 
think he will be more ready to facrifice them, than hazard his na- 
tive troops ; and my opinion is, that they may be cut off to a man^ 
The party I fpeak of is the band of penfioners j let us attack them 
and I doubt not of victory ; and as they have been common mo- 
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roders and defpoilers ofour country, if we fucceed> let them be 
cut off without mercy. 

I will therefore, at a convenient time, move to have the penli- 
on lift taken into confideration. 

Hon. Jamei Brown fpoke againft the amendment, and faid we 
were running the race of ruin. 

Mr. Kearney faid, whatever the circumftances of the nation 
might have been formerly, fo as to require a ftanding army, to 
repel a foreign invafion, and prevent the riiing of our own peo- 
ple to join the enemy, no fuch thing was now to be apprehend- 
ed ; for upon the late rumour in Munfter, that there was a land- 
ing of the enemy^ the people were very much terrified, and gave 
the foldiers ajl the refreftiments^hey could procure on their march; 
no fuch apprehenlion fhould any longer exift in the mind of any 
gentleman. If France had ever intended to invade this kingdom, 
(he would never have di (banded her brigade. 

Mr. Molyneux propofedto the Secretary the ftrikingofFthe de- 
puty of the judge advocate — it was a ufelefs employment, and^ 
not known in England — there was fcarcely any confiderable mi- 
litary employment i^ this kingdom to which there was not an- 
nexed a deputy. A reform has been propofed in the revenue ; 
and there is room for re iuftion on the ftafF eftablifhment. 

General Luttrell faid, there was no army in Europe of 10 or 
12000 men, had fo few ftafF officers — two lieutenant generals, and 
three major generals — In 1769, there were five general officers be- 
fides the commander in chief. The gentlefean himfelf had been in 
the military line, and he ihould have informed himfelf better, be- 
fore he talked of the ftafF eftablifhment. 

Mr. Molyneuxy in reply, faid he had a noble lord\ in his eye, 
(Lord Charlemont) who had gone through more reviews than fix- 
teen generals, and before whom he had the honour of being 
reviewed, and no general of them all could go through it bet- 
ter. 

General Z^«//rf// declared he did not make any allufion. 
Sir Henry Hartftonge declared he would vote with government on 
this queftion, if^the generals, lieutenant generals,, and major ge- 
neral? would vote for the amendment. 

Mr. Parfons, — Adminiftration has declared itfelf a friend to oe- 
conomy. Is not a reduftion of the army oecoilomy ? and why do 
they oppofe it ? becaufe they are not friends to retrenchment ; 
they talk of it, and nothing more. My great objection is, that it 
is unconftitutional to keep a larger army in the kingdom, than 
what is abfolutely necelFary for its defence — it is only on a prin- 
ciple of necefTity, that a ftanding army is at all tolerable. , He 
faid that it was repugnant to the conftitution to keep up a ftand- 
ing army in time of peace j that it was never attempted to be fup- 
ported in England by the moft daring miniftry, but on pretence 

K z 
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of neceffity ; and wifhed to fee this adminiftration^ who profelfed 
oeconomy, would deign to praftife it. 
The queftion was then put. 

Ayes for the amendment, _ , ^4 

Noes againft it, — — 1 06 

Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Denis Browne, and Mr. Moly- 

' neux< , 
Tellers for the Noes^ Major Doyle, and Mr* O'Hara. 
Mr. IVarburton then propofed another amendment, ** be- 
caufe, on the 20th of Novtmber, 1782^ there were 82i9ef- 
feftive men in this kingdom/* 

On the queftion being put;, that the amendment do ftand part 
of the refolution, it was negatived without a divifion. 

Thbn the queftion was put, that the Houfe dp agree to the 
report of the committee, ** That 12,000 men are neceffary 
for the defence of this kingdom.'' — »~It was carried in the afiir- 
mative, 

Mr- Skeffiftff ton tenoned from the feledl committee, nominated 
for the trial of the Down eleftion, ** That Lord Kilwarlin was 
duly elected to reprefent the county of Down. That the con- 
duct of Richard Annefley, Efq; High Sheriff of the county of 
Down, was highly legal and impartial. That the petition of the 
Right Honourable Robert Stewart, and others, complaining of 
an undue eleftion, was ill-founded, vexatious and frivolous," 

Mr. Fitzgibbon defired that the Clerk fliould read a refolution 

of the Houfe, entered into early in the feffion. Refolution 

read* 

** That if any perfon prefer a petition, complaining of an un^ 
due election, and that fuch petition Ihould prove to be frivo- 
. lous and vexatious, the Houfe fliould pafs a cenfure on the pe- 
titioner." 

Sir John Parnell {^'idf in his opinion the greateft cenfure was 
the heavy expence that would fail on them. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon faid that the petition went not only againft the 
fitting members, but alledged the heavieft charges againft the 
flierilf, an honourable. and very worthy member of that Houfe. — 
■ He then moved, ** That the Right Honourable Robert Stewart, 
and the reft of the petitioners, whofe names arefigned to the peti- 
tion, do attend this Houfe to-morrow morning, in cuftody of the 
Serjeant at Arms." 

Lord Kilwarlin expreffed a very earneft wilh that Mr. Fitzgib- 
bon would withdraw the motion, as it would diftrefs him very 
much, that any cenfure fliould be paifed on the Right Honoura- 
ble Petitioner, or on thofe gentlemen who prefented the feparate 
petition. Every allowance fliould be madefbr their fituation; 
and he appealed to the candour and humanity of the Houfe for 
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their lenity on the occafion. That for his parr, he would not 
wifh to receive cofts, if the Houfe fhould dererniine to award 
him the'expences of the petition, which feemed to be the general 
idea of gentlemen ; but if a muldt was thought necelTary, and 
would be infifted upon by the Houfe, he would rather wifh it 
fhould be confined in allowing the Right Honourable Petitioner to 
give a fum of money to the infirmary of the county of Down. — 
Several other members fpoke in favour of Mr. Stewart, fome al- 
ledging in mitigation, he had 4ifa vowed the petition. 

Honourable Richard Annejley faid he was perfectly fatisfied. — 
He was glad the inquiry had gone on ; as he had an opportuni- 
ty of clearing his diarafter. He begged it might be with-* 

drawn. , 

Mr. Brcnvnlow fubmitted to the Houfe, if the report of the com- 
. mittee was not cenfure enough, it was furely a very heavy cen- 
fure. He entered into a panegyric of the great charadter of Mr. 
Stewart, and hoped it would be withdrawn, 

Mr. Annefley begged of the gentleman not to prefs his motion ; 
Mr. Stewart had repeatedly declared he did not biow the contents 
of the petition. 

Mr. Fitzgihbon faid, that the two voluminous petitions which 
had been prefented againft the fitting member, and the iherifF, by 
Mr, Stewart, muft be frefh in every man's memory j that there 
was not a poflible charge that could be made againft thofe Ho- 
nourable Gentlemen which had not been (luffed into them j and 
now when they have been proved falfe, gentlemen think that the 
. authors (hould befufFered to efcape without punifhment. For my 
part, continued he, I think I am bound to make an example ; 
for I introduced into this Houfe a bill laying very great pains and 
penalties on any returning officer, who fhould be found guilty of 
improper conduct in an ele6lion or return. If the Honourably 
Gentleman who is iherifF of the county of Down, had been found 
euilty of the charges contained in the petition, he would have fuf- 
tered thofe pains and penalties, and would have been expelled 
this Houfe ; a|id now after the petitioners have failed, and afc'er 
the gentleinan's integrity has been proved by the verdi6t of a moft 
impartial jury, they come with a fiimfy ftory of being miftaken, 
and the petitioner having inadvertently fet his name to the peti- 
tion. But did he inadvertently profecute it ? — I am for dealing 
equal juflice to all. If the IherifF haibeen guilty of the charges, 
I would have punifhed him \ as he is innocent, I would punifh 
thofe who have preferred a petition, ill-founded^ fritvoUus, and 
njexatious^ at leaft I would ha v^e the petitioner publicly difclaira 
at the bar, the charges of his petition. 

The Prime Serjeant (Mr. Kelly) faid, that as the validity of 
the election and the honour of the (heriff were fully eftablifhed, he 
^ould not think it neceflary that a perfon of Mr. Stewart's confe- 
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quence fbould be dragged to the bar like a criminal ; for his part 
he could not fit in the Houfe to fee it. He fpoke highly of the re- 
fpedtable charader of Mr. SteWart. 

Serjeant Metge fpoke to a point of order — it was not in the pow- 
er of the gentleman to withdraw his motion, without leave of the 
Houfe — In this the Speaker concurred. 

Secretary Pelham explained the rules of the Englifh Houfe of 
Commons in thefe cafes. 

Right Honourable George Ogle. — I would not do injuftice to 
any man, but it would grieve me to the heart, to fee a man, 
whofe charadter we look up to, who poifefTes private virtues, 
in as high a degree as he does public fpirit — a man who has 
been for a feries of years an honour to this Houfe — to fee fuch a 
man brought to the bar as a criminal, would, in my opinion, 
be difcraceful to this Houfe, and be a fhame to every mem- 
ber who would confent to it — For my part, I am againft the 
motion. 

Sir John Pamell then moved, that the Right Honourable Robert 
Stewart, the petitioner, complaining of an undue return for knights 
of thelhirefor the county of Down, do make fatisfa6lion to the 
fitting members, and iheriff of faid county, by paying the cofts 
incurred by them on account of the faid petition. — Carried in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon moved, that the other petitioners be ordered to 
attend this Houfe this day fe'nnight, in cuftody of the Serjeant 
at Arms. 

Lord KHivarlin begged he would withdraw it. 

Mr. Beresford thought the dignity of the Houfe was concerned 
in this affair ; hoped the Houfe would fupport its "Dwn dignity, 
and declared if thofe wer^ not ordered to attend, he would 
move for a repeal of the adl for regulating controverted elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Scott paid lord Kilwarlin the higheft compliments for his 
- generous and gentleman-like condudl in this bufmefs. 

Mr. Prime iierjeant thought, that as Mr. Stewart was excufed, 
there (hould be no diftinftion j it would be highly improper in the 
Houfe, becaufe Mr. Stewart had a large fortune, that no cenfure 
Ihould pafs againft him ; but they would cenfure people who were 
not fo affluent. He declared himfelf againft their being brought 
to the bar. 

Mr. Monk Mafon faid, no man refpefted Mr. Stewart more than 
he, or was better pleafed with the decifion of the Houfe ; but 
he had heard the ftrangeft law logic from the learned gentleman 
that e> er had been uttered. ** Don't, fays the learned gentle* 
man, drag to your bar a great and refpeftable perfon like a crimi- 
nal — refpedt his character, and let him tlcace." ^* Don't, fay^ 
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Ae learned gentleman, call before you poor men, it would be 
cruel to take them from their homes, and put them to the expence 
of appearing at your bar." The inference is, neither punilt rich 
oiFenders nor poof offenders, but let your refolutions remain a 
dead letter. Is this the learned gentleman's way of arguing in the 
court's great caufe, 

Mr. Jones hoped the Houfe would not oblige them 'to be 
brought to the bar; he knew them, they were gentlemen of feel- 
ings and of fortune. 

Mr. Cuffe faid, as they were men of fortune, they could come 
to town more comfortably. 

Ordered to attend at the bar, in cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms, 
this day week. 

Green and Plunket, conftables, and Small, the plaintiff*, were 
brought to the bar, for arreting a witnefs fummoned on an elec- 
tion trial, when it appearing they had let the prifoner ^o^on pro- 
ducing the^fummons; they were difcharged. 

The Houfe refumed the report from the committee of fupply, 
went through the report, and adjourned. 



\ 



Friday, November 14* '7^3- 

- Lord Delvin moved for leave to bring in a bill for the relief of 
infolvent debtors. Leave was given. 

The Attorney General laid before the Houfe fome papers which 
had been direded on a former day, and which were now ordered 
to li^ on the table for the perufal of the members. 

Sir Henry Ca^endijb moved, that the proper officer do lay be- 
fore the Houfe, the particulars of the fum of 52,744^. under the 
head of exceedings, in the paper No. 3. Alfo the accounts of 
fums paid under the head of concordatums. Ordered. 

Sir John Bldquiere prefenteda petition from the working, filk ma- 
nufafturersofDublm. I have, faid he, enquired into the truth 
ofthefaftfet forth in this petition, and find the manufafturers 
^re in a very diftrefsful fituation, and defervmg the confideration 
of this Houfe -Received and referred to a committee. 

Right Honourable John Fofter moved, ''That k be an in- 
ftrualon to the committee appointed to confider of the ways and 
means for riifing a fupply for his majefty, to take into their con- 
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(ideration all goods , wares, and merchandizes exported out of 
this kingdom." Ordered. 

He then moved, '* That the committee be likewife inftruQed 
to take into confideration all goods, wares, and merchandizes im- 
ported into this kingdom,'* Ordered. 

He then moved for reading the order of the day. 

Mr. Corry faid, — on the firfl: day of the feffion I offered an 
amendment to the addrefs to his Majefty, congratulating his Ma- 
jefty on his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, having aufpici- 
oufly attained his one and twentieth year, but withdrew my mo- 
tion then at the requeft of fome refpeftable perfons, giving notice 
that I Ihould on another day move an addrefs to his Majefty of 
' that fort. I fince mentioned that I (hould move it as on this day, 
= [Here he was interrupted by a clamour for the order of the day] 
— If, continued he, the motion I have to propofe, is thought im- 
proper, let it fall I but, I befeech you, gentlemen, not to fcout 
out of the Houfe an addrefs to his Majefty ; refpedt him, if not 
me." 

General Luttrell haftily arofe, faying, — are we to be threat- 
ened with the name of his Majefty, to induce us to lay afide the 
regular bufinefs of the day ? If no one elfe will move the order of 
the day, I will. 

Mr. Carry warmly replied,!— If by the order of the day I am 
thus indecently precluded, in fo difloyal and difrefpedful a man- 
ner, from offering a meafure neither improper nor unparliamen- 
tary to the Houfe, I ftiall proteft again ft fuch a precedent. If I 
am to be at all permitted to make my intended motion, I am wil- 
ling not toprefs it now, but call on the Right Honourable Gen- 
tlemen on the other fide of the Houfe to know when, or what day 
they will permit me to make it ; if not, I fliall perfift from day 
to day to make it^ until the end of the feflion. — I am not one who 
am apt lightly to take up any fubjedt j and by the bleffing of God 
I will not lightly lay this down," 

Mr. Conol/y.-rl think it is better to fee the end of this matter 
at prefent: if the addrefs is only a compliment to his Majefty, 
let it pafs; though the nation may get nothing by it, it may be 
fo much the better for the gentleman who makes it. 

Mr. Corry rifing to reply, he was ftopped by the Speaker^ who 
told him that as the order of the day was moved, that queftion 
mull be put, and to that alone he could hear him. 

Sir Henry Cavendijb obferved^ that in a former bill of fupply, 
it was provided, that when the produce of the duties appropriat- 
ed to the intereft of a loan then voted, fliould exceed the fum of 
10,000/. the faid overflowing fhould be. applied to the purchafe 
of debentures, by which the debt of the nation was lefTened ; he 
Ibould therefore, for the fame laudable purpofe, on a future day, 
propofe a finking fund, ' \ 
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The Houfe went into a committee of fupply, the Right Ho- 
nourable John Fofter in the chair. 

The 'Attorney General then proceeded to make the ufual mo- 
tions for the new and old additional duties on beer, ale, ftrong 
waters, tea, coffee, Eaft India commojjities, &c. to continue 
from the 25th of December, 1783, to the 25th of Ma-ch, 1785. 
previous to which he told the Houfe, that as he proceeded, he 
wotild declare any alteration or new duty. 

He faid, that in order to encourage the breweries of Ireland, 
an additional duty of two (hillings and feven-pence, per barrel of - 
31 gallons, was propofed to be laid on all ale and beer imported 
into this country from Great Britain, which exa£lly charged Bri* 
tifli beer on the whole 4?. id, the barrel, the amount of our inland 
excife. 

Mr, Hartley exprefled a wilh, that th^ beer as well as every 
other manufacture of Great Britain was charged with the fame du- 
^y in this kingdom as the like manufadlure from hence paid in 
England, 

Sir Hercules Langrijhe faid, that formerly one (hilling per bar- 
rel was req.uefted as a prote6lion, but refufed 5 and he thought 
great praife was due to thofe who propofed fuch an efFedual pro- 
tection as the ppefent, 

Sir ^9hn Blaquiere faid, he rejoiced to fee one protecting duty 
brought forward lb fairly by the minifter. He looked upon pro- 
tecting duties as the great means of raifing the kingdom to confe- 
quence : He faid he was fuch an old fafhioned fellow as to be per- 
fectly fatisfied with the old conftitution, and thought that provid- 
ed due attention was given to the encouragement of our trade and 
manufactures, this country might enjoy every blelling under that 
conftitufion, old as it was. He thought alfo that the fyftem of 
Britifh minifters towards Ireland was miich altered for the better; 
he himfelf had been fent by a Lord Lieutenant that was extremely 
well fupported and connected, to negotiate this very bufinefs in 
England, and the words of the Britifh minifter then were — '^^ Don't 
ilttempt to touch the Briti(h brewery 5 to touch it is to injure the 
revenue of the ftate, and that you muft not fuppofe we ever will 
confent to dp.'* He therefore thought that the obligation to the 
prefent minifters for this favour was very great indeed. 

Mr. Pelham faid, that in laying before the Houfe a ftate of the 
nation^ he had declared that he had no intention of burthening 
the fubjeCt with any new tax^ and hoped that the duties upon fo- 
reign malt liquor^p and the regulations in favour of the Iriih brew- 
er, would not be confidered as a tax j he was not at all anxious 
about them in that view, but only as they would proteCt our 
brewery. 

The Attorney General then faid, that as the duties on malt li- 
quors were at prefent levied, they afFcCted the poor only, who 
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were obliged to repair to the ale-hpufe for their malt liguor ; he 
would therefore propofe to lay a tax on all private families who 
brewed for themfelves, in proportion to what might reafonably be 
deemed their confumption, at the rate of four (billings and one- 
penny for every inhabitant in the houfe : thofe houfes however 
excepted, who had lefs than three hearths. 

Colonel Hayes obferved, that this duty would be at once op- 
prellive and inefficacious — preventing the honeft farmers or coun- 
try gentlemen from brewing their own beer, thus fubjeding them 
to the laws ofexcife,* would be a heavy grievance to them, with- 
out the leaft advantage to the poorer clafs : and as to encouraging 
the brewing trade, he doubted much how far it would anfwer that 
end; as the fort of beer ufually brewed by private perfons for their 
own confumption, was of a quality much nearer that imported 
from England, than whatls ufually brewed for fale in this king- 
dom. If a tax were devifed, which might affifl: the poor, and fall 
only on the rich, he would never wifli to oppofe it : but as far as 
his knowledge of this country extended (and he had moreover liv- 
ed in a country famous for its malt liquor) the injury fuftained by 
the farmer, who muft pay for his farming fervants and children, 
would be greater than any advantage the Right Honourable Gen- 
tleman could fuppofe to be gained by any other clafs. — He re- 
probated the mode in which this tax muft be colledted, as fub- 
jeding the houfes of private perfons to be entered by excife offi- 
cers and declared that though he had|the higheft refpedt and regard 
for the Hoi^ourable Gentleman at the head of the revenue, he hop- 
ed never to fee the houfes of his countrymen open to the officers 
in inferior departments. 

This duty was alfodifapprovcdby Gen. Cunmngbam^ Mr. George 
Montgomery y Mr. Pole^ Mr. Molyneux^ Mr. Kearney ^ Mr. Thomas 
Burghf-^u Edward Newenhamy and feveral other gentlemen, bc- 
CauTe no mode of levying it had been mentioned. 

The Attorney General declared he would not hurry themea- 
fure without giving time for its due confideration. He would wil- 
lingly put it off 'till Monday next, when he would come prepar- 
ed with a proper plan for its collection." 

Sir John Blaquiere alked if the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man would this day go into the bulinefs of the proteding du- 
ties ? 

The Attorney General anfwered,— That as a Right Honoura- 
ble Gentleman, whom all the Houfe refpedted, had taken up this 
bufinefs, and from a heavy family misfortune was prevented from 
attending in his place, he {hould not take it out of his hands, but 
wait a few days, and keep the committee of ways and means 
open for the purpofe. As to the inconvenience that might ariie 
from the mode ol collefting the tax on private brewing, it deferv- 
ed the moft ferious confideration ; and wilhed a total alteration in 
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this brpch of the revenue might be efFedted by a malt tax, as in 
England. The other new additional duties he would propofe, 
were 

Sixpence per gallon on rum. 

Eightpence per gallon on brandy and geneva. 

Mr. C(trry aiked if any alteration was intended in what related 
to Eaft India goods, as he intended to bring in a bill relative to 
the importation of thele gpods from the Eaft Indies or other coun- 
tries ; and would have already brought the bufinefs forward but for 
a delay, from whofe fault he knew not, of papers he had called for 
in the beginning of the feffion. 

It was anfwered that no alteration was intended. 

The Right Honourable *john Fofter being chofen a knight of 
the fhire for the county of Louth, and alfo a burgefs for the 
borough of Sligo, in the county of Sligo, made his election to 
ferve for the faid county of Louth.— Right Honourable the 6'/)f'fl- 
her ordered a new writ for the borough of Sligo. 

Ordered, That the Accountant General do lay before this 
Houfe an account of the quantum of money paid in the year end- 
ing lady-day, 1783, on Exchequer acquittances, by the feveral^ 
colledtors of his Majefty's revenue, diftinguifhing each coUe^ion. 



Saturday, November ij, 1783. 

A Meffage from the Lords by Dr. Walker and Mr. Vefey, two 
of the Matters in Chancery, that the Lords had pafled an en- 
grofled bill, intitled an aft for indemnifying fuch perfons as have 
afted for the fervice of the public, in advifmg or carrying into exe- 
cution a proclamation of the Lord Lieutenant and Council of this 
kingdom, bearing date the 1 3th day of November, 1782, and al- 
fo by an a6t of council, or entry in the council books, bearing 
date the 9th day of June, 1783 j to which they defire the con- 
currence of this Houfe. 

On a motion that feveral perfons who had figned,the city of 
Cork petition, be ordered to attend at the bar of this Houfe, in 
prder to fubftantiate their charges — this was objedted to, and on 
the queflion being put, it was carried in the negative. 

> Mr. Chatterton in order to prevent any improper ufe being made, 
of the prelent intended inlblvent bill, moved, that the jailors 
throughout this kingdom, do make a return on oath, of the fe-^ 
veral perfons in their cuftody for debt, on the loth day of No- 
vember inftant — He declared himftlf a friend to the bill, but this 
was to prevent any unfair advantage that might be taken bya frau- 
dulent debtor — Ordered accordingly. 
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Sir Edward Nevjenham prefented a petition from the working 
filk-weavers. — Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. O^Hara moved for leave to bring in a bill to prevent fri- 
volous and vexations arrefts. ^Leave given. 

Mr. St. George prefented the accounts of the barrack-board, 
purfuant to order, 

TheHoufe refolveditfelfinto a committee of way sand means, 
Mr. Fofter in the chair. 

The Attorney General gave notice, that he had no new duties 
to move at that time ; when he had he would particularly point 
them out. He then moved the old duties, which being agreed to,, 
the Houfe refumed. 

Mr. Fofter reported having ^ade fome progrefs, and defircd 
leave fit again. t 

Mr. Corry made feveral fevere obfervations on the conduft of 
fbme gentlemen, who, on the preceding night, had, by infifting 
on the order of the day, in a moft indecent, not to fay, unpar- 
liamentary manner, prevented him from making his intended^ 
motion for an addrefs to his Majefty, a mode of proceeding, which 
if drawn into precedent, might always ^be pradtifed when any 
motion was intended that was not agreeable to the gentlemen on 
the other fide of the Houfe ; for which reafon he found himfelf 
under the neceffity of protefting againft it, as a breach of the 
privilege of free difcuflion and liberty of fpeech, which the Speaker 
demanded from the throne at the beginning of the feflion. He 
gave notice, that he ihould on Wednefday n^TLt move an addrefs 
to his Majefty, on the Prince of Wales having attained his one- 
and-twentieth year. 

Sir ^ohn Porne 11 prefented a petition from feveral manufadlurers 
of the Queen's County, fetting forth that landlords were much 
interefted in the price of wool, and that they humbly conceived 
that it would promote the intereft of trade if there was an encou- 
ragement given for the exportation of wool. That in 1778, 
1 22,oco packs of wopl ^ere exported ; and in the laft year, 
66>ooo. Referred to a committee. 

General Cunningham adverted to th« dpty that was on the laft 
night propofed to be laid on private breweries, and its being 
fuggefted that the duty would be colleded like the malt duty ; 
he requefted to be informed what that mode was ? 

The Attorney General anfwered, that he brought the Englifh 
a£l with him 5 but the duty might be colleded in another way* 
The principal objection that had been made of the excife officer 
entering private houfes might be obviated by a compofition, or 
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the tax collected by hearth-money colledors as the duty on car- 
riages: I have, however, continued he, fince yefterday, thought 
©fan alteration in the mode of afcertaining this duty, that I hope 
will be more agreeable, which is, that each family that brews, 
where there are three or four hearths, (hall pay 5 s. a year, and' 
where there are upwards of four hearths, los. a year. 

Mr. R. Longfield faid, that he had confidered the principle of 
the tax. He thought other gentlemen would think as he did ; 
and he was fatisBed it would befcouted out of the Houfe. 

The Attorney GeneralHaiiA he could not forbear an fwering the Hon. 
Gentleman. If he did him the honour of adverting to his very 
words, it might be. found, that he was not difpofed to prefs this 
duty, but as a raeafure tending to encourage the breweries of the 
kingdom. He would give up any interefl: he might be fuppofed 
to have with adminiflration in that bufmefs. Unconnected and 
independent, he rofe as a private member of that Houfe. He was 
of opinion it would encourage the breweries, but did not wifh to 
prefs it, if it was not perfedly agreeable to the Houfe. 

Mr. Cornelius Bolton prefentcd a petition from feveral perfons 
concerned in the woollen manufacture in and about the town of 
Carrick-on-Suire, praying encouragement to this manufacture, 
by protecting duties.— - — Ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Fofler moved, that a committee of the whole Houfe might 
be appointed to fit on the ftace of the Portugal trade. That it 
(hould be taken up in the mod public and ample manner ; and 
as there were evidences to be produced, he propofed that the 
committee (hould meet on Monday at two o'clock, Ordered. 



Monday November. 17, 1783. 

The Houfe in a committee on the Portugal bufinefs, Mr* 
Bolton in the chair. 

Mr. Skies examined. — The evidence of this gentleman went 
to prove, that there were a great deal of low priced linens made 
ufe of in Portugal. The duty laid on in that country is 27 per 
cent, that the rates of the duties of goods imported into and ex- 
ported from Portugal are entered in their book of rates ; but 
that thofe who coUeCt the duties are at liberty to charge at dif- 
cretion the rates' as they think proper on their own authority. 
That there is no mention made in their book of ratei of Irifli 
goods :—■ whatever linens are entered from Ireland are under the 
head of inferior hollands. Mr. Skies then added, that with refpeCt 
to woollens, camblets are principally the article of this kind ufed. 
He could not fay that other woollen goods would not be admitted. 
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but at prefent none elfe were received from this country. Cam- 
blets, he faid, were admitted regularly. He did apply to th« 
officers^ who told him the admiffion of woollen goods was difput- 
ed. On being aflced from what country they got coarfe linens, 
he replied, Hamburgh and France, from which places linejis were 
imported into Portugal on lower duties than from Ireland. They 
alfo imported goods from Great Britain on the fame terms they 
did twenty years ago. All perfons almoft in Portugal have fome 
goods from England in t]ieir houfes* Their colonies are fuppiied 
in a great meafure by them, where they wear a kind of coarfe (luff 
made on purpofe. The Portuguefe fend to their colonies Col- 
chefter and Lancafbire barze, alfo a great deal of coarfe broad 
cloth of above five (hillings per yard, and ferges and (hags. This 
gentleman further added, that fince his being in Ireland, he -had 
examined, with all the abilities he was mafter of, the feveral 
manufadures of baizes, ftufFs and ferges, and thinks the ferges 
and ftuffs are inferior to the Engli(h ; for he had feen ferges much 
better fini(bed, and fome ferges of the fame quality were three or 
four inches narrower than tho(e of England. In anfwer to the 
(hags exported, he believed the (hags made formerly in Ireland 
were better than they are now, and that the Englilh have a better 
method of finilhing the (hags than the Irilb, The Portuguefe con- 
lumption in the article of camblets had much declined, becaufe 
the Portuguefe who were once fond of wearing . large cloaks of 
camblets, now wear large cloaks m^Tie of baize ; yet the Englilli 
ftill fend camblets with their broad cloths. On comparing the 
Englilh and Iri(h broad cloths together, he thought the Englilh 
broad cloaths were better finilhed, and believed they had finer 
wool in England. On being alked, would he take a venture over 
of woollen goods from Ireland to Portugal ; he replied he would, 
but not of camblets, becaufe they were better finilhed and bettor 
prelTed in England; but if Portugal admitted woollens from 
Ireland, he certainly wi(hed to take a cargo from hence. The 
reafon of their being better fini(hed in England, he attributed to 
the great confumption they had for fuch goods there, and con- 
fequently they could better afford to take more pains in finilhing. 
The Portuguefe, he faid, made ufe of druggets, and he imagined 
Irifh blankets would anfwer for that market, as well as linen, 
linen-yarn, cotton or frizes. The Portuguefe, he faid, took 
a great deal of corn from Ireland, but the poor peafants lived 
upon bread made of Indian corn, and they cultivated a great deal 
of corn themfelves. He conceived they would derive a great 
advantage from a trade with this country ; and there was a great 
deal of private trade carried on with America ; and he knew no 
country from whence the Portuguefe imported beef but from 
Ireland. They had falted pork from America, and they had 
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buttef from England. He faid that many prfons made ufe of 
oil as a fubltitute for butter. Being queftioned about fait, he 
faid, that a number of private fait- works were carried on in 
Portugal, but the price of fait was under the controul of the 
crown, and it muft be of a pure quality. That veffels are loaded 
with fait by rotation. That the crown does receive great re- 
venues from the fait. That the duty on fait to foreigners is 
much more than to natives ; as the port charges were fomething 
lefs. If a trade was eftabliflied with Portugal, he believed the 
amount of their imports from Ireland would be ioo,oool. per 
annum, probably might exceed that. — Houfe refumed. 

Mr. Fojier reported fome progrefs, and alked leave to fit again, 
—Granted, 

Mr. Molyneux apologized for having, inconfiderable as he 
was, given notice, that he (hould on this night move for an 
abfentee tax, as he had imagined there was an abfolute neceillty 
thatitfliould be moved while the committee of ways and means 
fat ; but as he underilood it was to be kept open on account of 
the prote6ling duties, he would defer his motion until next 
Monday, in hopes that gentlemen would turn a fubjedt of fuch 
magnitude in their thoughts, and give him that ailiftance and 
fupport his inexperience fo much required. He alfo mentioned, 
that on Saturday next, he would make another motion, of which 
he had already given notice, refpedling an addition to the falary 
of the Lord Lieutenants of this kingdom. 

Mr. Hartley prefented a petition to the Houfe from the corpo- 
ration of hatters, complaining of the great exportation of rabbit-^ 
fur, which though worth eleven (hillings per pound, was only 
fubje6t to a duty of two pence halfpenny ; and that BritiOi hats 
were fubjeft here to a trifling duty, while our hats were pro- 
hibited entry into England J and praying relief. Ordered, that 
the faid petition be referred to the committee of ways and 
means. 

Mr. Hartley then moved, that the proper officer do lay before 
the Houfe, the quantity of rabbit-fkins and furs exported from 
this kingdom ; and alfo the quantity of hats made of faid fur 
annually imported. Ordered accordingly. 

Sir Henty Ca^vendijb obferved, that though it was generally 
allowed that the number of judges in our courts was too fmall 
for the vaft bufinefs in which they were engaged, yet government, 
for political purpofesy fufFered even a deficiency of that number, 
to the manifefl: detriment of the public ; he therefore gave notice, 
that he would move an addrefs to his Majefty, that he would be 
gracioufiy pleafed to complete the number of the judges. 
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Lord Kilwarlttt moved, that the Clerk ftould read the order of* 
the Houfe, requiring the attendance of the perfons petitioning 
againft him ; which being done^ he moved that the fame be dif-^ 
charged. 

He was feconded by Mr. Ward* 

Mr. Fitz.^ibbon faid, that in moving the order now in queflion^ 
he thought he had done his duty, and that having acquitted him^ 
felf in that point, he was perfedly fatisBed, and mdifferent as to 
the manner in which the Houfe (hould now difpoie of the order. 

Sir Henry Hartjhnge faid, that to fufTer perfons to prefent 
groundlefs and vexatious petitions with impunity, was trifling 
with the order of the Houfe, and treating with great cruelty the 
perfons petitioned ^gainfl:, he would therefore oppole the dif- 
charging of the order. On a divifion there appeared, 

Fordifcharging the order, ■ 84 

Againft it, —, — . -^ 41 / 

Tellers for the ayes. Lord Kilwarlin and Mr. Ward. 

noes, Mr. Fitzgibbon and Mr. Marcus Beresfordi 

Lord Del'uin moved, that the order exprelfing the cenfurc of 
the Houfe againft fuch perfons as fliould prefent frivolous,' vex- 
atious, or groundlefs petitions, Ihould be difcharged, as the laft 
refolution of the Houfe had in efFed deftroyed its operation. 

He was feconded by Mr. Marcus Beres/ord, who faid, that he 
entertained no doubt but the Houfe would comply, as he would 
be afhamed to fuppofethe Houfe afpedlator of pcrlbns that would 
not deal impartial juftice to all. 

Mr. Metge hoped Lord Delvin would withdraw his motion^ 
when he confidered that the principal petitioner had been punifli- 
ed, by being ordered to pay the expences incurred by his peti- 
tion, and the others were cenfured by the order having been on 
the journals, though now difcharged. 

Lord Kikvarlin again in treated gentlemen to let every trace 
of this bufinefs, fofar as poffible, be done away. 

Lord Delvin's motion was negatived without a divifion. 

The Houfe then refolved itfelfinto a committee of ways and 
means. Right Hon. John Fofter in the chair. 

The Attorney General faid, that in confidering the nature of the 
tax by him propofed to be laid upon private families brewing for 
their own confumption, feveral difficulties had arifen, and as 
even the brewers, for whofe benefit it was chiefly intended^ were 
not well fatisfied of its utility, he would for the prefent lay it 
afide; and recommended to gentlemen, that again(l: the next 
feflion they would give the (ubjeft ferious confideration^ and 
come prepared to decide what alterations in the excife laws 
would be advantageous to the brewery of Ireland, and whether 
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tny and what proportion o( the excife fliould be laid upon 
malt. 

Mr. Bkjbe, — As I entertain a perfedt refpe£t for every opinion 
of the Right Hon. Gentleman who propofed this fubjedt to 
the Houfe, and who now^ impelled by his regard to the public^ 
defires to have it referred to more mature confideratton, I did 
endeavour to collet my thoughts upon this fubjedt, and will, 
if the committee fhall not thinkit too great an intrufion upon their 
time, lay the refult before them-^[hear ! hear !] It appears to me 
extremely eafy to put an end to all fraud in this branch of the 
revenue, to protect the public brewer, and to^ Idy the tax 
equally upon all perfons who confume malt liquors. If this can 
be fliewn to the latisfaftion of the Houfe, I am convinced when 
the queftion comes oh, it will have the fupport of every mem- 
ber, for there is no man fo illiberal as to enter into the paltry 
confideration of what he can fave by letting the tax lie in its pre- 
fent fituation, nor can any objedion be made on behalf of the 
hereditary revenue \ for what will be taken from that with one 
hand, will be amply reftored with the other. 

I would propofe to take off two (hillings per barrel from ale, 
and lay three pence farthing per ftone on malt, by which means 
the whole burthen of the addition that would thus be made to 
the revenue, would fall juft where it ought to fall, on the opulent 
and on the fraudulent. Mr. Smith, that judicious writer, in his 
inquiry into the nature and caufes of the wealth of nations, 
fpeakingof the malt tax in England, feems to confiderit as one 
OT the moft equitable and produdtive taxes that that wife nation 
has impofed ; nay, he goes fo far as to think that great advantage 
would arife by laying the whole excife of beer and ale upon the 
malt. — Aa to our own country, I am convinced it would be the 
moft powerful check to fraud, not only in the brewery but in 
the diftillery, as the difficulty of making a large quantity of malt 
is greater than that of brewing or diftilling a large quantity of 
liquor. If the idea I have mentioned Ihould be received, even 
the temptation of fraud will be the lels, for by dividing the tax 
between the maltfter and the brewer, either of them can by 
fraud gain but half of the excife now paid, though he will run 
therifquc of the whole penalty on being deteded ; and as to the 
hereditary revenue, though fourpence halfpenny will be taken off 
every barrel of ale, yet if the excife on double the number of thofe 
which now pay duty fhall then be received (and my opinion is, 
that it will be much more than doubled) the hereditary revenue 
fuffers no diminution. 

Sir Henry Cavendijh, — If the Hon. Member would exercife his 
talents to devife means of taking off fome of the taxes which 
opprefs this country, we (lioulci be much more obliged to him 
than for his ingenuity in laying additional taxes on. 
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R/t. Bujhe,'^ This is not a new tax, for what is laid on one 
part of the manufadture is taken off the other. 

The Pro^ofl faid, he was ever averfe to extending the laws of 
excife, and never would confent to fuch an cxtenfion but in cafe 
of urgent neceffitv ; totheprefent plan he objefted, that it wa* 
in fomelenfe a land tax, as being laid upon the produce of the 
land. That it was a tax upon the induftry of the farmer, and that 
it rendered private houfes fubjedt to odious vifits of the excife- 
raan.at all hours, which he confidered as an high infringement of 
the fubjefl's liberty. He therefore hoped that the introdu^ioir 
of excisemen into private houfes would make no part of the 
prefent plan, which had fome advantageous circumi^nces, 
particularly as being more equitable. He faid that he was always 
averfe from giving power to any revenue officer to come into any 
gentleman's houfe to fearcb, as it would be injurious to liberty.' 
In 1735, Sir Robert Walpole propoled an excife on tobacco, 
and though the regulation was a very good one, yet it was oppof- 
ed^ as it affected the conflitution. He faid, he had been detained 
for fome days from thfi Houfe by fevere illnefs, and that he had from 
that caufe been reprefented in the public prints as one, who, 
though the repEtfentative of a great trading city, negledled to 
attend the interefts of his country, and his own duty in parlia- 
ment ; he appealed to the Houfe what weight ought to be given to 
fuch a charge, when in three and twenty years he had been abfenc 
but upon one queftion of any importance, and that upon every 
queftion he was known to deliver his opinion freely. 

Mr. Bujlf^ explained^ that he had no intention of making private 
houfes liable to the vifits of excifemen. 

Mr. Dennii Brown, — If I had a houfe, and a revenue officer 
was to come to it $ I would iiril alk him what he Avanted, and 
fecondly, I (hould blow his brains out. 

Mr. Hujbe, — It never was my idea to run revenue-officers into 
fo much danger, or prd'ent to- the Hon. Gentleman perfons to 
whom he has fuch a i^rong antipathy. 

The Attorney General then proceeded to acquaint the Houfe, 
that in order to provide for the 15,0001. granted for premiums 
on the fale of manufadluj-es, he moved, ** That the all6wance 
OF difcount on the duties of cuftoms and excife, for prompt 
payment of fix and ten per cent, be difcontinued,** 

Mr. Hartley faid, — I am furprized after the declaration made 
a few nights ago, by the Right Hon. Gentleman on the floor, 
(Mr. Pelham) that there would be no new taxes propofed in 
this committee, to hear it now moved for. I cannot but confider 
the flriking oiF fo confiderable an allowance made to the mer- 
chants as a new tax, nor can any modification make it otherwife, 
as thereby he certainly pays more duties than he did before, and 
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that too in feveral Inftancesy muffc fall on the materials of manu^^ 
fa£tured iilk and mai^y others. 

The Attorney Genet al wiflied, if the Hon. Gentleman difliked 
this mode of proceeding for the encouragement of our manufac* 
turers, he would jjropofc fome fubftitute* 

Mr. Hartley replied,— I (hall net propofe any, for I acknow- 
ledge myfelf no friend to the manner of difpofing of that 15,000!* 
hj^ premiums on the fale of manufactures, being clearly of opi- 
nion, that private grants to fuch manufacturers as ^nerited eneou« 
ragement would be more cfFeCtual ; it is tampering with our dil^ 
treffes fliould either mode be adopted, for I am certain that nothing 
but protecting dutiel can ferve us in this matter ; and I lament 
to fee an £ngli(h interefl conftantly outweigh every other con- 
fideration* I am told, indeed* that the committee of ways and 
means will be kept open, but when the fupply is compleated^ 
I have little hope from what will be done afterwards* 

Mr* Griffith afked, how were the grants provided for In former 
times when the encouragement to our manufacturers was paid 
them in fums of money ? And will the Right Hon* Gentleman 
now again fairly anfwer,' is the committee of ways and means to 
be kept open for the protecting duties } and if fo^ what day 
will that buiinefs be fufFered to come on ? 

Mr. Fofter faid, that after the committee of* ways slfld thean* 
Oiould arrange the proviiidns for the fupply, the conunittee would 
ftill be kept open for the pui'pofe of commercial regulations* 

Mr. fVarburton contended that the protecting duties (hould 
now be agitated, fo as to make a part of the fupply, elfe he 
had little hopes of them when the buiinefs of government wai 
done. 

Major Z)<?jr/^ exprelTed his difapprobation of thfe meafure for two 
reafons ; the firft it was a new tax, and the fecond as it was in-» 
tended as a fubftiiute for protecting duties* 

The Attorney General faid, the whole queflioli was, — will 
you, or will you not provide at the rate of i2>pooI. per ann* 
lor the payment of premiums on our manufactures^? And what^ 
continued he, {las this to fay to protecting duties ? 

Major Doyle replied, — it has to protecting duties, becaufe 
it is meant to defeat them : and we wifli to conneCt and tack them 
to the prefent fupply. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon laid, he did not underfland what was meant ; if 
any thing at all was meant by protecting duties, and be they 
what the Y would, they had not the leaft connexion with the pre<^ 
ient question. 

Mr. Griffith complained that his queries were not anfwered, 
particularly in what manner former grants were provided for. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon replied,-^let the gentleman read over the old 
money hills. 

L z 
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Captain Thomas Burgh faid, that it was for want of providing 
for grants that the great national debt was incurred. 

Mr. LmgfieU faid, that this ^as a great and heavy fax tm, the 
trade of the kingdom, and could not be confidei^d in any other 
light than a new duty. He faid the ftriking off the allowance 
was a heavy tax on the merchant, and therefore ought not to be 
agreed to. 

Mr. Pelham faid, it did not affe€t fugars, fpirits or wines, 
thefe allowances being already ftruck off thofe articles. 

Mr. Longfield {mdp this duty was entirely .a furprize on the 
Houfe, and that it would have been candid in adniinifltation 
to havfe given k day or two notice of it. 

Thequeftion being put, tho motion paffed without a divifion. 

The Attorney General then moved, that an additional duty of 
al. 108. per hundred weight be laid on all fteel, iron and fteel 
wire, imported into this kingdom, 

Mr. Hartley declared, that this being a duty for the protection 
©four manufactures, it (hould have his hearty concurrence. ' 

Faffed nem. con, — Adjourned. 



Tuesday, November. i8, 1783. 

Sir ffercttks Langrijbe prefented a petition from the committee 
;ippointed to enquire into the petitioii of the brewers and diftillers, 
letting forth the high price of malt, and praying for an addrefs 
to his Majefty, to lay on an embargo to prevent the exportation 
ofmah for a limited time. ' ' 

Mr. Hartley prefented a petition of the woollen and worfled 
manufacturers of the pity and liberties of Dublin, fetting forth 
their diftreffes, occafioned by foreign nations being permitted to 
pour into this country their manufactures, and to draw from 
us our raw materials, effentially neceffary for the fupport of our 
own, and graying that the Houfe will grant fuch duties as will 
effectually proteCt our manufactures, and prevent the exportation 
of our raw material. 

Sir Edward Newenham prefented a petition of the jouFneymcn 
hatters of the county and city of Dublin, and their diflreffed 
brethren throughout Ireland, fetting forth their, grievances, arifing 
from the exportation of our raw materials of rabbits fur and rabbits 
ikins furred, carried on to Britain duty free, and from thence to 
France, whereby France can fupply the American markets, while 
thepoorer fort of people here are precluded from purchafing the 
manufacture of their country, owing to the exorbitant price raw 
materials bear, and wliich at this timers fo drained this ^oantrj^ 
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that there is not ftuflF enough to employ the artificers, and that 
Englifli hats imported run on an average of 50I. per cent, 
againft the ciportation of our wrought minufadture into Britain, 
and that they conceive that a duty, not more than three nor left 
than two (hillings in the pound on the exportation of rabbits fur, 
and not lefs than two nor more than five (hillings per dozen on 
rabbits (kins furred, and an equalizing duty on all hats, would 
efFeflually relieve petitioners, and praying relief by fuch protecting 
duties as aforefaid. 

Referred to a committee of ways and means. 

A bill, entitled an a6l for the relief of his Majesty's fubje£li 
in cafes of frivolous or illegal arrefts, was prelented to the Houfe 
and read the firil time, and ordered to be read tlie fecond time 
on this day fe'nnight. 

Counfellor James Fitzgerald moved for leave to bring in a bill 
for fettingafide erroneous judgments. He faid that this was 4 bill 
which would materially fucure the property of the fubjeft \ that 
it would caufe an intermediate (late between the judgments of the 
court and the appeal to the Houfe of Lor^ls. That in England 
the opinions of the twelve judges were taken before the final 
appeal. In Ireland the decifions of the court of exchequer wer^ 
brought into the exchequer chamber before the Lord Chancellor, 
the Lord Chief Juftice of the court of common pleas, and the 
tord Chief Juftice of the king's Bench, where cafes ard argued 
' at great expence to the parties. Hfe did not mean to interfere with 
the jurildicUon of any of* the courts; his ide^ was to have the 
opinion of twelve judges in cafes ofdi(Kculty. 

Sir Samuel Bradjlreet faid, the fubjed deferved confideration } 
^ndhe therefore feconded the motion. Leave granted. 

Mr. Molyneux obferved, that there was an Hon. Gentleman 
who promifed to bring on an enquiry into the fund for the main- 
tenance of the provincial regiments. This brought up the Hon. 
Mr. Brown, who faid, if agreeable, he would have it oii 
Monday. 

The Right Hon. the Provofl prefented a petition from the fail- 
cloth manufaftory at Cork. He faid, fail-cloth made there was 
of a fuperior quality to any other, and delerved encouragement 5 
more efpecially as .that manufadure was of great fervice to the * 
navy of Great Britain^ and the trade of the two kingdoms (hould 
be kept on a balance. That he (hould urge this point while there 
was a fingle man in the Houfe ( and now chat our trade was free, 
every thing which tended to increafe the navy of Ireland ought 
to receive encouragement. He alfo preiented a petition from 
the woollen manufacturers of the city of Cork. The petition 
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fet forth, that the manufadturers and their families were in very 
diftreifed circumftances. 

Received, and referred to the committee of trade, appointed 
to take into confideration the (late of the manufacturers. 

The Right Honourable Jo^h Fofter^ according to order, re* 
ported from the committee of the whole Houfe, to whom it was 
referred to confider of ways and means for raifing the fupply grant- 
ed to his Majefty, the refolucions which the committee hid di- 
rected him to report to the Houfe, which he re?^ in his place, 
and after delivered in at the table, where the fdTne were read. 

And the qucftion being thereupon feverally put, they were 
agreed to by the Houfe, and are as follow : 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that to^ 
wards raifing the fupply granted to his Majefty, the fcveral ad-" 
ditional and other rates, duties and impodtions herein after men- 
tioned, fhall be raifed, levied, collected and paid to his Majefty, 
his heirs and fucceflbrs, from the 25th day of December, 17S3, 
to the 25th day of March, 1785, incliifive, 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of 2j. the barrel for and upon every thirty-two 
gallons of beer or ale, above the price of 6j. the barrel, and of 
4fif. the barrel for and upon every thirty-two gallons of beer or 
ale of the price of 6^. the barrel, or under, brewed within this 
kingdom between the 25th day of December, 1783, and the 25th 
day of March, 1785, by any common brewer, or in his veffels 
by any other perfon or perfons who doth, or do, or (hall fell or 
tap out beer of ale publicly or privately, fuch gallon to contain^ 
two hundred and feventy-two cubical inches, and one-fourth 
part of a cubical inch, be paid by the common brewer, or by 
fuch other perfon or perfons refpedively^ who (hall brew, fell or 
tap out the fame, and fo proportionably for a greater ©r iefs quan- 
tity. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty be laid on all beer, ale and porter which fiiall be imported 
into this kingdom during the time a&refaid, after the rate of 4?, \d^ 
for every thirty-two gallons, and fo in proportion for any greater 
or Iefs quantity, to be paid down in ready money net, without 
difcount or alldwance, and to be in lieu and full fatis^6tion of 
all-duties, cuftoms and excife payable thereon by any a6t or aCts 
of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of thii committee, that an 
additional duty of lod. per gallon for and upon every gallon of 
a^ua yitae, ftrong waters or fpirits made or diftilled within the 
kingdom for fale, be paid by the firft maker or diftiilcr thereof 
during; the time aforefaid. 
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RVfylved, That it is tke opirir^n of tkis committee, that an 
additional duty of 8/. per gallon be laid upon every gallon of 
brandy, ftrong waters and fpints perfeftly made, andoffpirits 
made and diftilled of wine not above proof, that (hall be imported 
into this kingdom during the time aforefaid, and fo proportionably 
for a greater or lefs quantity ; and for every gallon of foreign ipi- 
rits, above the quantity of fingle fpirits, that (hall be imported 
into this kingdom during the time aforefaid, an additional duty 
ihall be paid for fuch fpirits, and (hall be charged thereon in pro* 
portion to the duties payable for fingle fpirits of the fame deno- 
mination, according to the comparative degree of ftrength which 
fuch fpirits fo to be imported ihall bear to fingle (pirits of the 
fame denomination. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fur- 
ther additional duty of lod, per gallon be laid on all rum or other 
fpirits of the growth and produce of his Majefty's fugar colonies 
m America, which Ihall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time afbrefaidl . . 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fur- 
ther additional duty of u. &/. per gallon be laid on all brandy, 
geneva and all other fpirits that ihall be imported into thi^ king- 
dom during the time aforeikid, except fpirits of the growth and 
produce of his Majefty's fugar colonies in America, over and 
above all other duties now payable for the fame. , 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
tkiGu* be laid on every pound of green tea, and of 4/. on every 
pound of black bohea tea and other teas which (hall be imported 
into this kingdom during the time aforefaid, in lieu and full latif- 
fa£tion of all cudom, excife or other duties payable for the fame 
by any aft or a6ts of parliament. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fur^ 
ther additional duty be laid on all teas imported into this kingdom 
which (hall have been purchafed at the India Company*s faies in 
London for an higher price than 4;. Britilh, per pound, at the 
rate of id, per pound for every dd, that Ihall be paid for the fame 
over and above the fum of 4^. Britilh, at the fales above-mention- 
ed, during the time aforefaid, the price' of the teas to be inferted 
in the cockets, and to be further alcertained by a reference to the 
fale-books of the Eaft India Company, which the commidloners 
of the revenue are required to procure from time to time for the 
purpofe above-^mentioned. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty oi6d, per yard be laid on all chintzes, callicoet 
and-muflins, of the manufacture of China, Perfia and the Ead- 
Indtes, imported into this kingdom during the time aforefaid, 

Refolved^ That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fur- 
ther additional duty of &/• be laid on every yard of callico aiid 
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niuflin that (hall be imported into this kingdom during the time 
aforefaid. » ' 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an ad- 
ditional duty of I J. 6V. per yard, be laid on all forts of fil ks and 
ftufFs made or manufadtured in Perfia, China or the Eaft Indies, 
that (hall be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
faid. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an ad- 
ditional duty of 4/. Sterling, per pound weight, be laid on all 
velvets and manufadlures made of or mixed with filk, except thofe 
of Great Britain, China, Perfia and the Eaft-lndies, that ihali be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforefaid. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an ad- 
ditional duty of yi, per pound weight, be laid on all coffee, cho- 
colate and cocoa nuts that fiiall be imported into this kingdom dur- 
ing the time aforefaid. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fur- 
ther additional duty of zd, per pound, be laid on all coffee that 
iball be imported into this, kingdoni during the time aforefaid. 

Refolved, Thkt it is the opinion of this-comamittee, that an ad- 
ditional duty of 20/. Sterling, be laid on every hundred weight 
of molafles ; an additional duty of 20i. Sterling, on every hun* 
dred. weight of treacle } an additional duty of 6df. per yard, on 
all foreign iluifs called romals, and all roanufa^ures made of cot>- 
ton, or of cotton and linen mixed, whether plain, painted or 
ftained, which (hall be imported into this kingdom during tTie 
time aforefaid, except ^e manufadure of Great Britain. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
following additional duties be laid on all damaflc towelling, nap*- 
kins or cloths made of flax or hemp imported into this kingdom 
during the time aforefaid, not being of the manufacture of Great 
Britain \ that is to fay, a duty of 6J. per yard on all fuch goodi 
at or under yard wide, and of is, per yard on all fuch goods from 
one yard to eight quartern wide, and of zi, per yard on all fuch 
goods above eight quarters wide. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of \^a, per pound weight, be laid upon all hops 
that ihall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeiaiol 
from Great Britain. ; 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee^ that an 
additionaj duty of is, per hundred weight belaid on all flour, 
meal, bread and bi£cy it, except of the produce and manufadure 
of Great Britain, which (hall be imported inp this kingdom during 
ihe time aforefaid. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of 5/. 6i. per tun be laid upon all iorts of vine- 
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^af chat ihall be imported into this kingdom during the tlmeafore*- 
laid. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee* that a duty 
of izs, 6d, be paid by eVery perlbn that doth or (ball fell or tap 
out by retail any cider at any time duripg the time aforefaid. 

Reiblved, That it is the opinion of this committee* that a duty 
of id. per gallon be laid on all cider that fliall be fold or tapped 
out by retail* to be paid by the perfon who fliall (ell or tap QUC 
the fame during the time aforefaid. 

Rd'olved* That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a 
further additional duty of 5/i per cent, be laid upon all china* 
earthen, japanned or Uquered ware, as valued or rated for cuf» 
torn by the book of rates, which fliall be imported into this king«t 
• dom during the time aforefaid ;. and alfo on the feveral goods and 
manufaftures, not being of the growth and produce or manufac- 
ture of Great Britain, herein after#-named, as the fame now fland 
rated for cuftom in the book of rates, or if unrated fliall be valued 
on oath on the importer, wl^ich fliall be imported into this king- 
dom during the time aforefaid, over and above all other duties 
now payable for the (ame, viz, apparel, apples, bacon and hams, 
beads of glafs, chocolate, oocoa nuts, coffee, cork, capers, cloves, 
currants, chefhute, walnuts* linall nuts, bugles, hulled barley, 
fans, hats (chip and ftraw), anohovks, fturgeon, pins, wrou^ 
ivory, olives, onions, prints: fttidr^pifkures, mace, nutmegs, 
wrought incle, drugs not being for ciyers ufe, elephants teeth, 
furs, all lacquered, japanned, gilt, painted, broneed and ena- 
melled ware, gWves of all forts, almonds, annifeeds, cinnamon, 
liquorice, pe{)per, piamerito, pruens, raifins* rice, lafFron, fuc- 
cards, fuccue liquoritiae, needles^ thimbles, outaal thread, lif- 
ters thread, ciina and earthen ware, whited brown thread, and 
all other threads, haberdafliery, hardware, toys, mermits* iron 
pots, fciiflars* fnuff, tyles, ftiot, laces of cotton, thread, worftcd 
!or filky groceries "of all kinds, exceptfilgars, oranges and lemons % 
iime, iemen and orange juice not beihg for dyers ufe, tape, fo- 
reign Hnenfe, and all manufaftures of flax and hemp. - 

Refolyed> That it is the' opinion of this committee, that- an 
additional cjuty of is, per ream be laid upon every ream of papef 
(except brown, bke and prefling paper) which fliall be imported 
into this kingdom-during the time aforefaid, except of the manu- 
facture of Great Britain. 

Reiblved, That it is Hie opinion of this committee, that a tax 
of I/, per barrel be laid upon all herrings which fliall be imported 
into this kingdom (except Britifli herrings) during the time afore- 
faid. 

R^folved, That it is the opinion* of this committee, that aa 
;idditional duty of 6^. per pack be laid upon all painted or play^ 
ing cards that flia}l be manufactured or vended in this kingdom 
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during the time aforefaid^ over and above the prefent duty now 
payable for the fame. 

Refolved, That k is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of II. per pack, be laid upon all painted or playing cards: which 
ihall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforefaid. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of 6 A per hide, be kid on every raw and untan- 
ned hide which fliall be exported out of this kingdom during the 
time aforefaid to any place except Great Britain. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 20;. per ton, be laid upon every ton of foap boilers v^afte, and 
of 3L per ton on every con of linen rags, and fo in ' proportion 
for a greater or lefa quantity , thjit (ball be exported out of this 
kingdom during the time aforefaid.- 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an ad- 
ditional duty of 6^. per gallon, be laid upon all linfeed oil which 
iball be imported into this kingdom during the time aforefaid, and 
fo in proportion for a greater or lefs quahtity. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon every ipo/. vajue of (peckle wood, as the fame is rated 
for cuilom, which fhall be imported into this kingdom from Africa 
or Great Britain, during the time aforefaid, there (hall be paid 
down in ready money net, without difcount or allowance, the 
fever-dl duties following, that is to fay, if the fame be imported 
from Africa bjr any of his Majefty*s fubjedls, a duty of 22L i^s, 
or from Great Britain by any of his Majefty's fubje£ls, a duty of 
20/. Oi, lod. but if the fame be imported from Africa by^a ftranger, 
then a duty of 24/. 3;. 5!^. or by a ftranger from Great Britain, 
then a duty of zot, zs, z^d, and fo in proportion to any greater 
or lefs quantity ; the faid duties to be in lieu and full fatisfadtion 
of all duties, cuftoms and excife, payable thereout by virtue of 
any law or laws heretofore made in this kingdom ; and that upon 
the exportation thereof within three years after import, yrhether 
^he fame ihall have been imported from Africa or Great Britain, 
there (hall be allowed and paid a drawback of equal amount to the 
duties refpedlively charged hereby on the import of fuch fpeckle 
wood from Great Britain. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee* that for 
and upon all beaver (kins of the produce of the Britilh plantations 
in America or the Weft-Indies, which fliall be imported from 
thence into this kingdom during the time aforefaid, there (hall be 
paid down in ready money net, without difcount or allowance, 
Si duty after the rate of 9J. ^^u\ for every five fcore of (kins, and 
lb in proportion for any greater or lefs number, in lieu and full 
fatisfadion of all cuftoms, duties and excife, payable thereon 
by any act or a6ts of parliament heretofore made in this king- 
dom. 
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Refolrcd, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
mnd upon all beaver wool, cut and combed, the produce and ma- 
nufafture of the faid plantations, wEich Ihall be imported into 
this kingdom from thence daring the time aforefaid, there (hall 
be paid down in ready money net, without difcount or allowance, 
a duty after the rate of 171. o^. for every pound weight there- ' 
of, in lieu and full fatisfaflion of all duties, cuftoms and excife, 
payable thereon by any a£t or ads of parliament heretofore made 
m this kingdom, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs 
quantity ; and that the faid duty ihall be fully drawn back and 
repaid upon due exportation thereof within three years after im- 
portation. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon all cotton wool of the growth or produce of the Britifh 
plantations in America or the Weft Indies, which (hall be ex- 
ported from this kiAgdom during the time aforefaid in any other 
than Britiih or Iriih (hipping, there (hall be paid down in r^atfy 
money net, without diicount or allowance, a duty after the rate 
of 5/. 13'. <^. for every igo/. value thereof^ and fo in proportion 
for any greater or lefs value, in lieu and full fatisfadtion of all 
duties and cuftoms payable on the fame by any a£t or ads of par- 
liament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
additional duty of 30J. be laid on every coach, chariot, berlin, 
calaih or chaife with four wheels which any perfon (hall keep in 
his or her po(re(fion, except cabriolets, garden chairs, hackney 
or ftage carriages, and carriages kept by coach-makers for fale, 
being in number not more than one, and of 40^. for every coach^ 
chariot, berlin, calaih or chaife with four wheels which any per- 
Ibn fliall keep exceeding that number, except as aforefaid ; and 
alfo an additional duty of 1 os, on all chaifes with two wheels 
which any perfon (hall keep in his or her pofleflion, except hack- 
ney chaiies and chaifes kept by' the makers for fale, at any time 
between the 25th day of December, 1783, and the 25th day of 
December, 1784, inciufive, and one-fourth part of the like addi-r 
tion^ duties for the like carriages refpeftively, except as afore* 
faid, which any perfon or perfohs (hall keep m his, her or their 
po(re(rion at any time between the 25 th day of December, 1784, 
and the 25th day of March, 1785, inclu(ive, 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a tax 
of 41. in the pound be laid upon all falaries, pro tits of employ* 
ments, fees andpeniions, payable between the 25th day of De-> 
cembier, 1783, and the 25 th day of March, 1785, to the perfons 
who (hall not actually re(idefeven calendar months and a half in this 
kingdom between the faid 25th day of December, 1783, and- the 
laid 25th,day of March, I7tt$, except the defcendants of his Ma* 
jefty's royal grandfather^ and except the Chief Governor and his 
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Secretwy, and alfo except; the Duke of Brunfwick, Prince Fer- 
dinand, the Duke and Duchefs of Athol, the reprefentatives of 
the Right Honourable Edward Lord Baron Hawke> of the king- 
dom of Great Britain, and George Charles, Efqj if his Majefty 
(ball think fit, by his fign manual^ te exempt them from the faid 
tax, and alfo exempt all officers of the army* fo far as refpe^s 
the pay arifmg from their regimental commiilion*, and alfo ex^ 
cept the half-pay ofBcers Qn this eflablilhment, ^nd the widows of 
officers. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee^ that for 
and upon all beaver wool or wombs which fhall have been im- 
ported from the faid plantations or fettlemeots, and which £ball 
be afterwards exported from this kingdom during the time afore- 
faid, there (hall be paid down in ready money net, without dif- 
count or allowance, a duty after the rate of 8/. io<. j^c/, for every 
fcore pounds weight thereof, and fo in proportion for any greater . 
or lefs quantity, in lieu and full fatisfadion of all duties an4 
cuftoms payable thereon by any atSt or afts of parliament hereto- 
fore madein this kingdom. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon every piece of white woollen cloth of the manufa^ure 
of Ireland, called broad cloth, which Ihall be exported from this 
Jkingdom, during the time aforefaid, to any of the iaid plantations 
or fettiements, there Ihall be paid down in ready ipioney net, with- 
out any difcount or allowance, a duty of 5i. 84</. and fo in pro^* 
portion for any greater or lefs quantity, in liea ^nd fuU fatisfac- 
lion of all duties and cuftoma payable thereon by any act or ^cks 
of parliament heretofore madein this kingdom. ^ 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this comn}ittee, tjiat flie 
feveral fubfidies, duties and cuftoms, except the aln^ge duties, 
heretofore payable upon the exports of any goods and merdlian- 
dizcs of the growth, product and manufadure of this kingdom, 
be taken off, except on Ikins, hides of all forts, coney hair or 
wool, hares wool, hair of ^11 forts, born«, live cattle of all foists, 
aihes, bacon, beef, pork, butter, greafe, guts, hogs -lard, tallow, 
tongues, hones not manufadured, flax-feed, hemp-feed, linen- 
yarn, linen-rags or flireds, rape-cakes, foapers wafte, tin un- 
wro light, v/eld, wax or woad, and provifions of all forts, ex- 
cepting corn, meal, malt and flour, when the prices of fuch corn, 
meal, malt and flour fliall exceed thofe upon Which a bounty on 
their exportation is or Ihall be payable. 

Refolvedj, That it is the opinion of this committee, fhat no 
fahfidy, cuitom or duty whatfoever Ihall be raifed, levied or paid 
on the export of any goods or merchandizes, the product or ma- 
nufadure of this kingdom^ to the Briti(h plantations in America, 
the V/eft Indies, or the Britifh fettlemei|ts on die coaft of Africa, 
txcept on the feyeral articles xjientioned in the foregoing refolu- 
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tion, and on Iron and iron wares, leathet canned, drefled or tawed, 
Ihreds and points of leather, pel€s, vellum and parchment, foap, 
hops, alum, lead, lead ore, copperas, coals, wool cards, white 
wollen cloth, lajiis Calaminaris, glew and litharge of lead. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that from 
and after the 15th day of December, 1783, the fall duties which 
have been or ftiaU be paid on the import of any goods, wares or 
merchandizes, except where it (hall be otherwise provided this 
feffion of parliament, ihall be repaid for fuch as ihall be exported 
by any merchant within three years after import to any place 
whatever. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that from 
and after the 25th day of December, 178^, no cuftoms, fubfidy 
or duty whatever (ball be payable on the importation of any un- 
wrqught timber or timber lumber of the growth or produce of 
America or the Weft Indies, any wrought timber, nog being a 
Hiaft, yard or bowiprit, any wood or plank, any clean, good, 
merchantable, welUconditioned pitch or Sar, i;nmixed with drofs 
or water, or clean, good, merchantable turpentine, fuch pitch, 
tar or turpentine being imported direftly from America or the Weft 
Indies, and being the growth or produce thereof 5 any cotton 
wool, indigo, cochineal, Brazil or Femambuco wood, logwood, 
Brazilletto or Jamaica wood, Nicorago wood, red or Guinea 
wood, fapan wood, mahogany or other wood, the product of 
America or the Weft Indies } any wood for dyers ufe imported 
from any place, excepting fpeckle wood of the growth of Africa i 
any whale fins, train oil or blubber, the produce of whales taken 
or caught in any part of the ocean, by and imported in any (hip 
or veflel belonging to his Majefty'a fubje^ in this kingdom. 
Great Britain, Guernfey, Jerfey or the Ifle of Man ; any raw and 
undrefled goat (kins imported in Britilh or Irifh (hips, navigated 
according to law, from any port or .place whatever ; any raw 
and undf effed feal (kins, taken by the crews of veflels belonging ta 
and fitted out from this kingdom. Great Britain, Jerfey, Guern- 
fey or the Ifle of Man, whereof the ^aptain^tnd mafter and three- 
fourths of the mariners at the leaft are his Majefty*s fubjefis, or 
by perfons employed by the mafter or owner of fuch veffels, any 
raw (ilk of the growth or culture of America ; any pig or bar iron 
made in and imported from America^ any (ago, powder or ver- 
, micelli imported from America ; any raw or undre(red hides of 
deers, cows or other cattle whatfoever, except of horfes, mares 
or geldings, imported from America, and any beaver (kins, the 
produce of America, imported from Great Britain, any law, fta- 
tute or ufage to the contrary notwith (landing. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that from 
and after the 25th day of December, 1783, no cuftom, fubiidy 
or duty whatfoever (hall be payable on the export to any place 
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whatfoever of logwood of the growth or produce of the Britifh 
fectlements in America or the Weft Indies, provided the fame be 
exported in Britiih or Irifh ihipping, nor upon any lead ore ex- 
ported to Great Britain. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that from 
and after the 25th day of December, 1783, an allowance be paid 
on the exportation of all ftufFs made in Ircjand of filk only, after 
the rate of is, -j^J. the pound weight avoirdupois; and of all 
filks and ribbons made in Ireland of ulk mixed with gold and fil- 
ver, after the rate of 2f. i^7. per pound weight ; and of all (ilk 
ftockings, (ilk gloves, fringes, laces, ftitching and (ewing (ilk made 
in Ireland, after the rate of St/, per pound weight ; and of all 
fluffs made in Ireland of (ilk and grogram yarii, after the rate of 
4^^. per pound weight ; and of all ftu(F8 made in Ireland of filk 
mixed with inkle or cotton, after the rate of 6^d, the pound 
weight ; and of all fhifFs made in Ireland of filk and worfted, after 
the rate of j^:-/. per pound weight ; and of all wrought or manu- 
factured gold or (liver plate made in this kingdom, afcer the rate 
of 6^. for every ounce Troy weight. ^ 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that all 
and every perfon or perfons who (hall, from and after the 2$th 
day of December, 1783, import dire£tly from America or the Weft 
Indies, in any (hip or veflel belonging thereto, or to Great Brir 
tain or Ireland, and manned as in fuch cafe is ufual, any good 
and merchantable indigo, free from any falfe mixtures, and fit for 
dyers ufe, being the growth or product of the c^ony from whence 
the fame (hall be imported, (hall have and be entitled to a reward, 
or premium for fuch importation, after the rate of 2.f. 2^. for every 
fix pounds weight thereof, and fo in proportion for any greater 
' or lefs quantity. 

Refolved, .That it is the opinion of this committee, that from 
and after the 25 th day of December, 1783, all duties whatfoever 
paid on the importation of any callicoes or muflins (hall be fully 
drawn back and repaid for all fuch as (hall be printed, ftained, 
or dyed in this kingdom or Great Britain, afid (hall be afterwards 
exported from hence to any place, except to any Briti(h colony or 
plantation in America or the Weft Indies, and if the fame (ball 
be exported to any fuch colony or plantation, then that all faid 
duties (hall be fully drawn back and repaid, except fo much 
thereof as (hall amount to a fum after the rate of 5/. Sr. 4/i. for 
every 100/. value thereof, as th« fame (hall have been fold by the 
candle at the Eaft India Company's fales in London, and lb in 
proportion for any greater or lefs quantity. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this conmiittee, that all 
goods, wares and merchandizes imported from the Briti(h fettle- 
ments on the coaft of Africa (hall pay the fame and no other du- 
ties as the like good^ imported from the Briti(h plantations ia 
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America flball be fubje^ to^ except where it is otherwife pai^icu- 
larl^ provided, &nd that a like amount of duty he drawn back on 
their exportation from this kingdom; 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
6^. per pound, and all other tees which (hall or may be payable 
to the Vice-Treafurer or Vice-Treafurers, Receiver or Paymafter 
General, Clerk of the Pells, or any other officer or officers of this 
kingdom, for or on account of the iifuing or payment of any fum 
or fums which (hall be received for or on account of the faid feve- 
ral aids hereby granted to his Majefty, or for or upon ifTuing any 
fum or fums of money which (hall or may be borrowed purfuaht 
to any a6l of parliament or vote of credit this (edion of parliament, 
be applied towards raifing the fupply granted to his Majefty. 

Refolved, That it the opinion of this committee, that towards 
raifmg the fupply gi-anted to his Majefty, there (ball for the fevcral 
and rSpeftive things herein-aftet mentioned, which (hall be writ- 
ten or engroiTed, the feveral and refpedive rates, impodtions, 
charges and fums of money be raifed, levied, collected and paid 
Unto his Majefty, his heirs and fucceilbrs, from the 25th day cf 
December, 17^3, to the 25th day of March, 1785, incluiive. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 6L be,paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
or piece or fhedt of paper, on which (hall be engroffed or written, 
during the time aforefaid, any difpenfatien to hold two eccle(iafti- 
cal dignities or benefices, or both a dignity and a benefice, or any 
other difpenfation or faculty from the Lord Archbilhop of Armagh, 
or mafter of the faculties for the time being. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 6/. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or (heet of paper, on which (hall be engrolfed or 
written, during the time aforefaid, any grant or letters patent un- 
der the great feal of Ireland, of any honour, dignity, promotion, 
franchife, liberty or privilege to any perfon or perfons, bodies 
politic or corporate, or exemplifications of the fame (commiilions 
of rebellion in procefs always excepted.) 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 6/. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum Or parchment, 
or piece or (beet of paper, on which (hall be engro(red or writ- 
ten, during the time aforefaid, any grant from his Majefty, his 
heirs, or fucce(rors, or any fum of money exceeding 200/. which 
Ihall pafs the great feal of Ireland. 

Reiblved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 6/. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
or piece or (heet of paper, on which (hall be engrofled or virit- 
ten, during the time aforefaid, any grant of any office or em- 
ployment which (hall be above the value, of ^ool, per annum* 
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Refolved, TJiat is the optnton of this committee, that a duty 
of 3/. be paid for every ikin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
or piece or Iheet of paper, on which (hall be engrofled or writ-' 
ten, during the time aforefaid, any pardon (except the pardon 
paiTed in forma pauperis) of or for any crime or offence, or of 
an^ fum of money or forfeiture whatfoever, or on which any 
warrant or reprieve, relaxation from any fines, corporal puniih- 
ment or other forfeiture, ihali be engrofled or written. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 3/. be paid for every flcin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or fheet of paper, on which (ball be engrofled 
or written, during the time aforefaid, any grant from his Majefty, 
his heirs or fucceffors, of any fum of money not exceeding aoo/, 
nor lefs than 100/. which iliall pafs the great feal of Ireland. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
, of 3/. be paid for every Ikin or piece, of vellum or parchment, 
or piece or (beet of paper, on which (hall be engrofled or writ- 
ten, during the time aforefaid any grant of any ofece or employ- 
ment which fhall be above the value of 50/. per annum, and un- 
der the valu^ of 300/. ^ 

kclblved. That it i^ the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of 3/. be paid for every fkin or piece of vellum or parchment^ 
or piece or fheet of paper, on which (hall be engrolTed or written, 
during the time aforefaid, any admifllon of any fellow of the , 
college of pkyficians^ or of any attorney, clerk, advocate, 
pro^or, notary or othjer officer or officers in any court whatfo- 
ever, except fuch officer be an annual officer in any corporation 
or inferior court, whofe office is under the value of 10/. a year 
in falary, fees or other perquifites, or any appeal from the court 
of Admiralty or Prerogative Court, or from any Archiepifcopal 
Court. / 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of zl, be paid for every fkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or fheet of paper, on which fhall be engf oiled or 
written, during the time aforefaid, any grant of lands in fee, leafe 
for years, or other grant of profit not herein particularly charged, 
that (hall pafs the great feal of Ireland, or the feal of the Exche- 
quer, cuuodiam leafes excepted. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
of zL be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
OT piece or fheet of paper, on which fliall be engrofled or written, 
during the time afore&id, any prefentation or donation which 
(hall pafs the great feal of Ireland, or upon which any collation 
to be made by any archbifhop or biihdp, or any prefentation ot" 
donation to.be made by any patron whatfoever, of or to any 
benefice, dignity or fpiritual or ecclefiaflical promotion whatfo- 
ever, of the value of 100/. a year or upwards, the value to be 
afcertained by the certificate of the archbifhop or bifhop, or 
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"vlcar^gehera! of the diocefe, provided always that two or more 
benefices, epifcopally united, fhall be deemed and taken to be 
One benefice only. ' 

• Refolved, Ttizt it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of ibi.' Bt' paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or patch- 
men^, or piece or (be^t of paper, on which (ball be engrolfed or. 
'ivfittin, durih^ the'ttihe aforefaid, any exemplification of what 
Tjature whatfoever thit (hall pafs the feal of any court what- 
loever, ' ' ' ' 

Refolved, Th^at It is' the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of los, be paid foe every ikin or piece of vellum or parch- 
4nenit, or piece bV.iheef rf' paper, on which (hall be engrofled or 
Written, during .the; time afdrelaid, an^ inftitution that Ihall pafs 
the feal of any ar<ihbifliop, ' bithop,' chancellor or other ordinary 
or eccleflafti'cart'duri 'whatfoever, provided that an. iriftitution to 
two or more benefices cpifcopaliy united, fhall be confidered ^ 
to' a Single ben^efice.' 

Refoly^ed, Thai ft i* the opinion of this committee, that a 
yuty'of ^r. be 'jjaid fof i^very (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, c\r pietreoFflTeet of paper, on which (hall be engrofTed or 
written, during the tfcne aforefaid, any conveyance, furrender of 
grants or offices, releafe or other deed whatfoever, which, (hall 
be enrolled of record in any of the courts of the city of Dublin, 
Or rn an J' other ebuft of record" whatfoever. 

"^ Kelblved,-That it is the opinion of this committee,, that a 
doty t)f'5j. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum 6r parch- 
ment, or piece or (heet of paper, on which (hall be eng^qlled 
br written, during the time aforefaid, any writ of error, Certip- 
yari ot Jippeal, except to the delegates. 

•' Refelved; Th'at it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 5f. be piid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or (heet of paper, on which (hall be engroffei 
or written, during the rime aforefaid, any fentence that (ball be 
given in the pourt of Admiralty, or 'any attachment that (hall 
be' made out of the faid court of Admiralty, or any relaxatioa 
of any fuch attachment. 

Refojved, That it is the opinion Of this committee, that a 
diity of 5J. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or (heet of paper, on which (ball be engroifed 
or written, during the time aforefaid, any probate of a will, 
or letters of admin idrarion for any eftate above the value 
Of 30'. 

' Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, tha^ a 
duty of 5j. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or (heet of paper, on which (hall be engrolled 
or written, during the time aforefaid, any recognizance condl* 
tioned for the payment of money or performance of covenants 

M 
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cr agreements, ftatute ftaple or ftatute merchant^ or entered;^ of 
Record in any coiirty or oHice^ except fuch recognizances as ^dXi 
be entered into by* perfons applying for licenfe^ to fcil- by 
retail, beer, ale, wine, -ftrong w.aters or other liquors, wjlj(ich 
Ff cognisances fliall be confidq:ed as bonds^/aaij' (tall paj/^o- 
cordirtgly. ^^ ' ^^ ..; ,/ ... 

ReTolved, That it is tbe opinion of this^, c^oi?^mit(ee, that, a 
duty 0f5i.be paid for every 'ikin or piece oi vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or Iheet of paper, ^on which (hall 6e engrolTed or 
written, during^ the- fiaie ^oriefaid, -any . fecpjd of nifi prius 
'or poftda. * ' , '. . ,..% .;' "/.. 

Refolved, That jt is the opinion, '<^. tbif^(f<J^«iittee, that a 
duty of 5^. be paid for .every f^in^or p^ef^j QXr,v^nuin,or parchr 
ment, or piece or (heet of paper, on wh;<^VftiSljl.te eogtfOlfed 
l^r written, during the time aforefaid, apjfl .y^ji^. of entry, for 
fufferiog a common recovery. . . hh-' .1 

Refolved, That it Is the opinion of tfiis'c^ipmittee, that ^ 
dijty. . be pai<Jj , during the tinae aforef«iid^; fyj: gver^ fkiu ^r giece 
of velllim or parchment, or piece or'Jbeet oFpapf^r^ i>n^whict 
iJiall be engrolTed or written any judgment .wWfoever* M(hich 
-fliatt be figned. by the matter of any pffice.br .his deputy b^ 
(fecpndary, or by any prothonotary or h^s iec6n<lafy, depjity 
or clerk, or any other officer belonging to any of the courts 
at tlie city of Dublin, who have power or uluallydo or^al} 
iign jud|;ments, after the rate of 5J, for every judgment,; pn- 
^rbfTed or written on fuch (kin or piece, of xelljjm. or paj-ch? 
pient, or piece or fheet of paper. , / 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee;, tliatJ^ 
3uty of 5 J. be paid for every (kin or piece df vellum pr pjirch^ 
ment, or piece or (beet of paper, on which (hall bie^qgraifeci 
or written, during the time aforefaid,, any commilTioiis iftuing 
out of any ecclefiaftical court, not herejn otlierW.ife particularly 
charged. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee^ that 2 
duty of 5i. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parcjh- 
ment, or piece or ilieet of paper, on which fliall 'be engro(red 
or written, during the time aforefaid, any warrant, mom'cion 
or perfonal decree in the court of Admiralty^ except in fuit^ 
for tlie payment of feamens wages. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this coranaittee, that a 
duty of zs* 6d, be paid for every fkin or piece of vellum gc 
parchment, or piece or Ihcet of j>aper, on which iball be en- 
grofled or written, during the tmie aforefaid, any indenture, 
leafe or deed poll not hereby otherwife charged, except indei>- 
tufes for binding poor pari(h or other poor children, fupported 
by public or private charities, apprentices. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that ^ 
duty of I J. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
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ththt, or piece or* flre^t of paper, on which fii>ll be engrof- 
fed or written, diiring the tittle aforefaid, any writ' .of h.WJis 
*^rpus. '• . ' ' ' . / .'. \ \' /' ^ . 

Refolved^ That it is the dpinton of this commi^teeji th^ a 
duty of I J. be paid for every Ikin dr piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or ftect'^f pJipef, 6n which (hall te engrori*ed 
or written, during fhef tiwfe acferefaid, any fpecial bail to |^e 
taken in irty pt the coorci of the city of Dublin, or before 
any bf the jiirdge^ <jf th^ ikfd 'courts, or in any court, what- 
foever,'or any.ajMiifcarartce upon fuch Ibecial bail. 

ReFolved,'Tha^^ it the opinion of this committee, that ^ 
duty, of I J. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
inent, or piece or fheet 6f paper, on which (hall be cnjroifQd 
^r written, during the time aforefaid, any decree or difmiflion 
made by ot in the Cbiirts of Chancery or Exchequer, 

Refoived, Thit it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
dutyof ijl be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
tnenf,' or piece' or fheet of paper, on which (hall be engro(Ied 
or written, during the time aforefaid, any common bail to be 
filed in any court whatfoeVer, and any appearance that (hall 
be n^ade upon fuch bail. 

Relblverf, That u is the opinion of thU committee, that a 
duty, of I J. be, paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, pi- fiieceor (heet of paper, on which (hall be engtotk^ 
or wrirten, during' the time aforefaid, any admiffion into any 
cdrporition or company.' 

'Refoived, That it is the opiriibn of this corinnittee, that' a 
duty of IS. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or' parch- 
ment^ or piece or (heet of paper, on which fliali be cngroflect 
or wrPcten, during the time aforefaid, any a^qavit, 'except fuch 
affidavits as (halt be takfen^ befo're- the omcers'^fef bis 'Majefty's 
cuftortts or excife, or any ["fuflice ot jullices of the* peace, or 
before a magiftrat'e of Siny to'fporation afling as a ju^ftice of the 
peace, or atting \ti ariy yl>%h of Confcience/ojr ifunimary I'urif- 
didion, or before any Jurfg^ 'qf aflize or conat^i'fidn of Qyer and 
Terminer, relative to prfttecfiltions on trials 61 indi^nients, or 
to civil bills, orthac Ihal}* fie' made for tlie purpofe of'raifingor 
atcbunting for public iub'riej^, aiid' except afBdavits made rela- 
tive to the hempen arid flaxen manufactures, or to the payment 
of corn premiums, or ma'dd before the truftees oTany turnpike 
relative to the roarfs or tolls' of fuch turnpike, or affidavits made , 
before the Dublin Soti^ry. 'And that a duty of ii. be paid for 
every (kin or piece of velium or' pairChment, or. piece or (beet 
of paper, upon which buy Copy of fudh affidavit as is here- 
in before diarged,, that (hall be filed or read in any court. 
w^atfoWcr, fhdl be" engrorfed or '^Vritten, during the tj.me,'' 
■forefaid.- " 
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Rerotv^d,. That it is the opinion of this committee^ that a 
duty of*' ts. be paid for every Jkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or (heet of paper,* on which '(hall be engrofled 
or writtci?, during the"<ime afprefaid^ any or}.gf(9al writ (except 
liich oHginal upop which a writ of capias iiTy^s) fubpoena, writ 
'of capias (^up minus, writ of dediraus poceflatein to take an- 
*{]vvef% eiai^nfne witneflfes or app<)int guardia^^s, or any other 
' writ' wbarfoevef, ot any other proccfa or mandate that (hall ilfuc 
our of or pafs the (eals of any of the courts at the city of Dub- 
Irri, or any other court whatrocver holding plea where the debt 
or damages dofh amount to forty fi)lllings or above, or the thing 
^ia demand is of that value., > 

Refolved, That it is tljie opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of IS. be paid for ,every (kin 61; piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or (heet of paper, on whicli (ball be engro(red 
or written, during the^rme aforelaid, any entry of any action 
in the mayor's and (heriffs courts of the city of Dublin, and 
3n courts in all .corporations and other. courts Whatfoever,. out 
of which no writs, procefs or mandate iflue, holding, plea 
Vhere the debt or damage doih amount to forty Shillings or 
above. 

Refolvedy That it is the opinioi) of this comnrictec, that a 
{luty of is, be paid for every (kin or piece of vejlumor parch- 
fnent, or piece, or (heet lof paper, on which (hall be engrofled 
or written, during the time aforefaid, any. rule or ord^r (except 
Fn caufes profecuted upon indidments^ or which relate to pre- 
fentments) made or giv^ q in py. of the courts at the city of 
6u\!ln,;eicher courts of law, or e,quity, which fhall be ta* 

is the opinion of this committee, that a 
oi- every .(kin or pi^ce of vellum or parch^ 
etpf paper, on which (hall be engrofled 
i tirne aforefafd^ any copy of fuch rules 
" caufes profe^iited upoji indiftments, or 
:ments) ent^recj, or the copies of any other 
i in any of the faid courts of the city of 
therwife charged. 

is the opinion of this compaittee, that a 
r fevery &in or piece o( vellum or parch* 
iTient, or piece or (b'e^t of p^per, on which (hall be ^ngrolTed 
^ or. written, during the time aforefaid, ^ny citation or monition, 
made in the prerogative court, or in any eccle(»aftkal courts, 
or any libel or allegation, dv^po(ition, anfwer, fentence or 6nal 
decree, or any inventory exhibited in the prerogative court, or 
in any ecclefiaftical court, or the Court of Admiralty, or 
whereupon any copies of them refpedlively (hall be engrolTed 
t>T written, except in I'uits for recovery of feamens wages. 
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Refolved, Tlatt it is rhe npi^'ottix>f xlfa committee, that .a 
doty, of IS, be paid for every Ikin- or piece. bf vellum or parch- 
mtnt, or piece or (beet of pap^r, on which (hall be engroifed 
or written, during the tirbQ aforefaid, any .charter party, pcHcy 
of aifurance, paflporc> bondy releafe, contra^, or other obliga- 
tory inftrument. Or any pfoceft, procuration, letter of attorney, 
or any other notariai adt whatfoever. ->^: 

Rcfolved, That it is the opinion of this committed, tMat^i 
4uty of I ^ be paid for every fkin or piece of vellum c^-parch- 
roent, or piece or Ibeet of paper, on which ibali be cn^rofH^d 
dr written, during the lime aforefaid, any'depofitions cakeiri in 
ibc Court of Chancery or Court of Exchec^uer, except the pa-* 
per draughts of depolltions taken by virfue of any conimii^ 
fion before they are engroifed^ which are not herein btffore 
charged. ' 

Refolved, That it is the opinioA of this committtee, that a 
duty of i<^. be paid for every fkin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or (be^t of paper, on whith (hall be engrailed 
or written, during the rime aforefaid,- any; 6opy of any bill, 
anfwer, plea,^ demurrer, replication, rejpin<ier, interrogatories, 
depofirion or other ^I'occedirigs whatfoeVer^ taken in the CcMirt 
of Chancery or Court of Exchequt^,- 'bf' In isiny Court of 
Equity. '^^ " 

Refolved, That it is the opiniori of this cfommittee, that a 
duty of 2(/. be paid for every ikin orpiete of vellum or parch- 
ment, or piece or flbeet of paper, on whicli (hall be engroifed 
or written, during the time aforefaid, any copy of any will 
attefted by the proper dificcrof the prerogative Court, or* any 
ecclefiaftical Court. ' ' '\ ' 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 2d. be paid for every ikin or piece of relluhi ofp^rcV- 
ment^ or piece or (beet of paper, on which fljali, be eqgrofled 
or written, during the time aforeikid, any declaration, plea, 
replication^ rejoinder, demurrer, or other pleWings whatfoevcir 
in any court of law, or any copy thereof. / • 

Refolved, That it, is the opinion ofthir commiftee, that li 
duty of 4£f, be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or parch- 
h)ent, or piece or iheet of paper, on which ilhall be engrolftd 
or written, during the time aforefaid,- any cerrificate or debeni 
ture for drawing back any cuftoms or duties for oi- In refpe6t 
of the refhipping or exporting of zny goods or merchandised 
which at any time or times, from and after the 2$th day of 
December, 1783,. to the zsth day of March, 1785, inclufive, 
fhall be exported, or Shipped to be exported 'from the kingdom 
of Ireland for any parts beyond 'the Teas, ta.be paid by the per- 
fonr for whofe benefit or at whofe iiiftanc^ luch debenture or 
certiHcate fiiall be obtained. 
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Refolved, That it js tfar bptnion. of. this coimmttee; dial a 
duty of I//, be paid, during the time aforeOud^. fot every alma-^ 
nack or calendar for any ' one particular • year^i or for any time 
lefft thaA a yeaF> which (hall be primed on. one fideody ofan^ 
fheet or piece of paper only ^ and ofia^fov cseiy other. almAdf ck 
or calendar for an^r one parctcular year^ and ^that for every al- 
manack or calendar made to ierve fjr feveral yeaiTfy the refpe£tiv« 
tatpjiafgrefaid fcaU be paid far every fuch year. 

Reiblved, I'hat itJQ the!QpiQ!onof this committee, that there 
\i€ p^'dy during the time afprefaid, for all papery, containing public; 
news, .intelligence or occyri>e«ces, aduity qfone, halfpenny far 
every flieet, or piece of paper lefs than a Iheot* OA which fuch 
oewsp intelligence or occurrences 0iall be printed* . 

R<;(olved, Tha^it.i^ the opini<mof.thi^ ^Qmmi(tee« that th^o 
be paid, during the time aforefaid, for every pamphlet or paper 
lioc exceeding dx iheea ifk 0^avo, ^ in a ielKr page» or not 
exceeding twelve (beets in.. 'quarto, or twft^rtty iheets pf folioy fc^ 
printed, a duty, after the rate of is, (lerling for every (beet oT 
any kind of paper which ih^ill be contained, in one printed copy 
or impreffion thereof, . . 

Refolved> ThaUt^i^ the opinion, of this ^oijan^ittee, that there 
be paid, during the, f ime aforefaid, a duty c( tJ, for . every ad- 
vertifement to be. contained in or publifhed with any g%t^%t^k 
pewfpap^ror journajlj to b^ pubjifhed wef^kly. or oftner, pi in 
any other printed paper or pamphlet wjiatfbevcri b^ing difperfed 
or made public yqarly, ijaonthly, or a^ any other intery^ of 
tiix)e. •, • , 

, , Refblvcd; T^t it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
2tnd upon every piece of vellum, parchment or paper, on which 
ihall be engroded or written the admiiHon of any iludent or barrif- 
ter into the fociety of king^ inns, there ibiaU be. paid ^ duty 

^i&h ... 

Kefolved, That h is the opinion of this conomittee, that the 
follpwing duties ihall be paid for and upon all Ftench wines im<? 
ported into this kingdom from the 25th day of December, 1783, 
o the 25th day of N^rch, ^785, inciufive^ if filled and imported 
)y natives 33/. 74, if filled and imported by Grangers 34/. 105. 
4<3t if unfilled an4. imported by natives 31/. u. U.unfiUed and 
imporrecj ^y ftrangers 32/. zs, by the tun for every tun thereof, 
and fo In proportion for any greater or lefs quantity j the faid 
duties to be pai4 down in ready money pet, without any difcount 
or allowance, and to be in lieu and full fatisfadtign of all cuftom^ 
excife and other duties payable to Hs Majefty for the fame by 
imy a£t or a6ts "of parliament heretofore m^de.in this kingdom. 

Refolved, That it is the opin,ion. of this committee, that, the 
following duties (hall be paid for and up 01^ al| v/ines,pf the growth 



t' 
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of Portugal and Madeira imported into this Icingdom during the 
time aforefaid : if filled and imported » by native* 22/ 41. 8'/. if 
fiJled apd imported by ftrangers 25/. — >. 24§f/. if un- 
fiUed and impoited by natives 20/. 14?. if unfilled and imported' 
by ftrangjers 2t/. .85. by the tun lor every tun thereof, and fov 
in^ propoTtioii for any greater or lefs quantity ; the faid duties* 
to be paid dawn in ready money net, without any discount or' 
allowance, and to be in* lieu and full fttfsfaflioa pf all cu^ofrti,'. 
excife or other duties payable to his Majeily for 'the fame by any • 
a£l or a£b of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Refolved, That it is th€ opinion. of this committee, that th« 
following duties (hall be paid for and upon aU Rhenil%^ wine im- 
ported into this kingdom during the time afor«laid : if filled and 
imported by natives 27/. 19;. ioi§<'/. if filled and imported 
by ilrangers 29/. 9/. lo^l^. if unfilled and imported by 
natives 25/. 13^. lo^lr^. if unfilled and. imported by 
Arangers 27/. — s* io\l\d. by the tun for every tun 
thereof and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity ; 
the faid duties to be paid down in ready money net, without aiiy 
diibottnt or allowance, and to be in lieu and full fatisfadtion of 

» all cttftoro, excife a4id other duties payable to his Majefty for ' 
fhefaine by any a6t or ads of parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
following duties (ball be paid for and upon all Spanifh wine im- 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforefaid : if filled and 
imported by natives 28/. if filled and imported by ftrangers 29/: 
13J. 4^. it unfilled and imported by natives 25/.' 14s. tfun-' 
filled and imported by ftrangers 27/. 4?. by the tiin for every 
tun thereof, and fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quan- 
tity \ the feid duties to be paid down in ready money net, with- 
out any dedudtion or allowance^ and to be in lieu and full fatif- 
faciion of ail cuftom, excife or other duties payable to his Ma- 
jefty £br the fame by any adt or a6ls of parliament heretofore made 
ia tills kingdom. 

Refolved^ That it is the opinion- of this committee, that dur- 
iogthe time aforefaid the following duties (hall be paid for all 

, wine& from the Canaries,, and all other the dominions of Spain : 
if filled and imported by natives 31/. 3.?. \oi%d, if filled 
and imported bjr flrangprs 32/. 17?. 2^§^/. if unfilled and ' 
imported by natives 28/. iis, 6j*^/» if unfilled and im- 
ported by ftrangers ^o/. is. 6\^d, by the tun for every 
tujl thereof, and 10 in prpportion for any greater or lefs quan-' 
tity, the faid duties to be paid down m ready money net, with-" 
out any difcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full fatif- 
Jadlion of all cuftom^ excife or other duties payable to his Ma- 
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jefty for the fame by any aft or afts of parliament heretofore 
made in this kingdom. - > 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
following duties fball be paid for and upon! all other ivines im- 
ported into this kingdom, during the time aforefaid :: If filied 
and imported by natives 28/. 91. lo^l^/. if. filled and im- 
ported by ftrangers '^o^^ y li^d. if nniilled and impxjrted by 
natives 26/. 35, iOi|*</. if unfilled and i.nported- by ftran- 
gers 27/. I2J. lOi/. ^? 'i hy the tun-/' for ev-er^ tun thereof,: 
and fo in proportion for any greater briefs quantity i the (aid* 
duties to be paid down in ready money net, without aiiy:dif- 
count or allowance, aad to be in lieu and fall :iktisfa^ix>h of -ail'' 
cuftom, excife or Other duties .payable to his Majeftyfor the iuiue' 
by any aft or afts of. parliament heretofore, -made in this king- 
dom, 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that boun- 
ties ought to be given on all plain Iriih linens, and .on all Irifli 
linens and I rifil callicoea and cottons, "and cottons mixed with 
linens, printed, paiated, ftained or dyed in this kingdom, ^be- • 
ing the breadth of t\y.ent.y-five inches -or hioie, and not exceed-' 
ing, when plain and janpainted, unftaihcd, unprinted or iiwiy*. ■ 
ed, the value of i;. 7^a. per yard.; and alfoon Irifh diapers and^ 
hugkabacks, fheetings, and other linens above >j?ard wide, and not 
exceeding u. 7^^. the fquare yard in value, which (hall be ex-' 
ported from this kio-^m to Africa, America,' the Weft Indies > 
Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar, or Minorca,- between the 25th day' 
of December, 17S3, and the 25th day of March, 1785, inclu- 
(iye, after the f^;ts foUoM'ing, that is to fay, a boanty of 
one half-penny per yard for all under the value as afore(^id of 
5/^^. the yard; and: a bounty of i^. per yard for all of the value 
of 5.'/. and under 6M the yard ; and a bounty of i^d, per yard . 
for all of the value of 6i//and undej tlie value of is^ y^a^ the 
yard; and a bounty of one halfpenny per yard for all chequed 
and ftriped linen, not e;cceedirig u. j^a. nor under yd, per yard 
in' value; and a bounty of j 2- .% for, every fquare yard of dia- 
pers, huckabacks, (heetings, and other linens, upwards of a 
yard in breadth, not exceeding i j. 75 . a fquare yard in value ; 
and a bounty of 6|./. for every tliree 'ells of lri(h made fail 
cicth or canvas fit for or made Into fails^, which (hall be exported 
by way of merchandize ^lo any place except Great Britain, du- 
ring the time aforeliiid, and fo. in pj ©portion for any greater or 
Ids quantities; the value of all. fpch. linen, if; painted, Gained, 
icampedor dyed, or offuch callicoes and cottons mixed »witii'' 
linen, whereupon they are to be refpeftively infcitied to dt\i 
bounties aforefaid, to be deeo^ed their, jfaluc when in a plain 
ftate, and exclufive cf fuch painting, ftaimne, (lamping, or 
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Refolved, That it is. .the ^aitfiion of this* committee, tha^ in 
order to encovrage. the powtS of flax-feed in this kingdom, it 
will be expedient to difcontinue all bounties on the import df 
foreign feedj^. and to give l>ountie3 to encourage the cultivation of 
it at home. 

• Refolved, That it is jthe opinion of this committee, that there 
fliall be railed, leviedjj' coUedled and paid to his Majefty, his 
heirs and' fucceiTors, during the time aforefaid, an additional 
impoft or duty, after the rate of zL los, per cent, on the pro- 
duce or arriount of the duties payable on all teas imported, and 
on all wines imported, except wines of the growth of Portugal 
or the Madeiras; and an additional duty or impoO:, after the, 
rate of 5/.' pej cent, on tlie produce and amount of the cuftoms 
inwards and import excife, which ijxall be due and payable 
tb his Majeftyi his heirs and fucceffors, durine the, terpi afore* 
laid, and which Ihall be cplledled in this kingdom for and upon 
any ^oods and merchandizes imported into the fame, except up- 
on win^s, teas, tobacco, hop«, fugars, and the feversd goods or . 
merchandizes of the produ^ or manufadkure of the Britim Colo- 
nies in America or the Weil Indies, or the Britifli Settlements 
on the coaft of Africa, whereon an;^ duties are impofed^or alter- 
ed this feilion of parliament ; the faid additional, impoft or duty 
to be paid upon their amount after the ufual difcount and allow- 
ances have oeen made therefrom. 

Refolved^ That it is the opinion oif this committee, that to- 
wards raffing the fupply granted to his Majeftjr for the encou- 
ragement ofEnglilh proteftant fchools in this kingdom, a tax be 
laid on ail hawkers, pedlars, petty chapmen, or any other trad- 
ing perfons going froin town to town, or to other mens houfes, 
and travelling either on foot or with horfe, or otherwife carry- 
ing to fell or expofing to fale any goods, wares or merchandizes, 
except fnch perlbns as (hall deal only in felling afts of parlia- 
ment, forms of prayer, proclamations, gazettes, almanacks or 
other printed papers, 6t fi(h, fruit or viSuah, or the real work- 
ers or makers of any goods or ^^^ares within this kingdom, who 
(hall deal only in felling fuch goods and wares, excepting alfo 
tinkers, coopers, glaziers, plumbers, harnefs-menders, and per- 
fons ufually trading in mending kettles, tubs, houfehold goods or 
harnefs-. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
faid tax laid upon all hawkers, pedlars, petty chapmen, and 
other trading perfons, be ioj.. on every luch hawker, pedlar, 
petty xhapifnan or other trading perfon j and alfo that the further 
iiim of lOi. be laid on every hawker,* pe'dlar, petty chapmaji, 
and ortmr^ti^ading perfon travelling with a horfe, afs, mule' or 
other beaft-be3ring or drawing burthen, for each horfe, afs, mule, 
or other beaft bearing or drawing burthen, he or Ihe £hall*fo 
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Cfiivel- witR, lyvcr'-aJMl ab<rpie 1cFie*fii^-fHehrf6il6d tat cf io>. from, 
the «i4th 4ay. ofMatch, 1794, to Hie aistii day WMaVcli^ i.785, 

ixicIliTli^e.; ' •'' '. • , " " ' . 

■ Refohred; ' Tlrat jSi dutres cjf drfbirtttV iiiWwd^,' Mpfbrt ' c'xcife^' 
and ^11 other duties whatfoevec payabje on the impprt 'of any 
goods, Varesf and merchandizes; durtjig''tfe thrte afoi^faid, {^11 
be paid down n^t in ready monty, ^hqiit aiiy difcpiiyit or^aj-' 
Ipwance for prompt payment. \ ,' ' ' , ' " r ,V , 

Refpircd, Tliat fo.r arid ppon alt goods, w^e^ an(f iiier-. 
Aandizcs whieh fhall be imported into this kihgdoih during, the 
tim^ afbrefaid, except fugHi^, by ahy perfoil' being a,.reta.iler 
or cpnfumer, Aere mall 'be paid inVeady^ mofiey net,, without 
difcDunr or allowance. for promJ)t payment, 'an' additional 
duty after the rate 6f' 10^. per ce;!tutn on, th^ duties .payable 
thcrvon reipefiSvely, t!)v«r and above" th^ full >rfiount of fuch 
chities. , . ' . 

Refolved, That it -is theopihioft' xi( thra coWmitfee, that an 
additional duty be' laid on an ftce! knd* iron wife which fhall 
be imported into thi^ kingdom dwriDg the time afofefaid^ after the 
rate of 2L los. fpr every hundred weight thereof and fo in' pro- 
portion fpr any greater or lefs quantitv. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bnng in dne or more bill 
or bilis, purfiiant to the faid refolutions and' the refoltitions 
of the committee of fuppjy ; and that the Right Honourable 
John Fofter, the Right Honourable' Mt. Attorney General,. 
Mr. PHme Serjeant, Mr. Solicitor General, George Ponfon- 
by, Efq; and Mr. Mafon, do t)repare and bnng in the. 
' fame. ' 

A petitibn of, the" journeymen hoCers of the county and; 
city of Dublin w^s prefentedto th« Houfe and read, • fctting 
forth tKeir depl«ranle (ituatioii, arifing from enomous importa* 
tions, together \i^ith the frequent want of that part of the peti- 
tioners raw itiat^Sfial employed tn woriled' hofiery, and jfaying 
that the' Houfe would grant petitioners' relief, by pailjng a law 
for protediing duties to fupport their trade. 

Ordered, ' That the faid petition Be referred to the com- 
mittee cf the whole Hoiift, ' appointed to confider further of 
ways and means for raifing th« fupply gra^tc^ to his Ma- 

>^-' ::* . " " , . !, . " ■ . : ■ :.:. ;•: 

Mr, Burgh, ACCQuntant Genefal,. prefentp.d,. to * t)^, Houfe, 
purtuantto fhefr ord(ir^ aii account of tjje quantum '^^ money 
pdtl in rhe.vear^ effding'I^ady-.da^v lyS^* ^ :«i<^e^i5 ^o- 

^itraiites,- tA thef^veral coUedtors ofTiis lmjeffy*s'rev;enu^ <iif- 
tingutfbins rtfeh'CdlteiSlidri. ' ' " 
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The tide whfreof wis,r€tt^ Wthe acc^iiat \iQ^4mA id'l». 
on the table £br the peru£ilpfthe,.<n«mbera.. ..... i . ::; . j 

The Heufe, according tD order, refotved itftlT fWd tqctoftt- 
mictee <lfthe ivhole^ Houfi;^, to Cb&fider further of ^y» 'imd 
meant for .railing ^e ^ply gfftfiKed to his Majefty i and afrer 
fame :tmm ipene therein Mr. Spenker refumed the chair/ and ch& ' 
Rtgkt> iion. JoJbn Fdiet reported fvom the committ^ that they 
had 'cometo feveral refoluctons in che matter to them fefefred,' 
which he was diredted to report when tfie Houle will pleafe to 
recske khe iiiKy and that' he'wai iilft> directed to taoxp the 
Hoiiie forlea;V«. to ik a^ain. 

Oideied, That the report be received to-*morroW morn- 
iHg* -I ^ . . .: . ■;.: 

Refolved, That this Houfe will,, lOn Toiefday inormng i)ekt» 
refolve itfelf into a committee pfiiie whole Houfe, td confider 
further, fif way 9 and jaeansfor fatiing the fopply granted to hia 
Majefty* 

yk.'Att^mty Genef^l (iaid,, that when England imparted to this 
nation an equal enjoyment of her plantation trade^ it Wa^ On con- 
dition that we {hould equalize the duties on all plantation goods 
imported into Ireland^ to the rate of the duty laid upon the fame 
goods when imported into England. -That agreeable to this co- 
venant, the tioufe in the laft feffion had gone into a cloft invefti- 
gatlon of the fubje^ and had turned their attention chiefly to fu- 
gar, the principal produce of the Weft India Iflands ; that as to 
the Mufcovado fugarsi the rates were eafily fettled j and that af- 
ter lt)ng enoiiiry it had appeared, that tzs. id, on refined fugars,; 
was the juft equalizing duty between England and Ireland ; by 
which the refiners of boA countries might work to equal advan- 
tage. That confonant to this opinion, die Pfpufe tranfmitted tq 
England a bill for etjualizin^ the duties, laying 12s id, on every 
hundi^d of BriHA refined imported here, but aat it Had been re- 
Itumed ^It^red to 91. ^, that bis opinion waB, that 91. 4^^. was not 
fliffidene to prote6t the refineries of Ireland, and he would now 
Kiov^ toincreafe that fumto i2x. i^. 

Mr, Diwid Ltoouche faid, that though he did by no inearis think 
.125. id. a ttue equalization, yet as adminiftration had conceded 
f^wnething by reftoring the duty firft agreed to by the Houfe, he 
would for the prefent reft content; in order to try its operation on 
the refinery, which if againft the next feffions it fhould appear an 
inefe^Bal-duity; hewas refolved himfelfthen to move a further 
one. . . ^ . r 

Mr. Biis:gik^oH-^l never t^as * more atentive in my life to any 
fabje&i than I was 1^ feifion to the fubjea now before us, and 
I do tt^Tti and the eVidence will warramt that uflertion, that eve- 
ry witnels examined by the Houfe, yftabljih^d this fadl^ that unr 
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^t/rkht kmkt dvifff>r^. 4d.'tlie Irffli refiner had a decfded fu- 
periority. Iconiiderthe rtffiaers-of I-reland' a« a national objedl, 
oiilyjg>/ar ^ii they [encoiMge a .din^. trade between this * country 
and %h^ pl^Cfitioiis^ otherwife.they are no nadooal ohje£fc at all ; 
and my vieyr wat^, by ^ duty,iinp»fed» tp drive our merchants 
into a direct trade with the ifli|nd9 of.the Weft Indies, £x if w^ 
are to continue in the old flovenly circuitous way, our refineries, 
inftead of .being an advantjige to the trade of this country, will 
be of^but little ^rvice to.it. 

}Ai^Ji4rti€y fa.id» we flioiUd folW the example of England 
in laying duties, amounting almoft to a prohibition, on foreign 
manufaSureSf When we hs^ ^p^rviilfion ta trade to the Weft 
India Iflands, there was a duty of 55. 6^/. carried for an equaliz- 
ing duty ; this was found to be too fmall, and on the queftion 
l^eing-re^cenfidered, dt was .foimd that izu ict, was only ade- 
quate -to prote^ the Irilh reficntry ^ .but on this g6ing to England, 
tie £ng}ifli refiners had it refefrred to the lords of trade, who 
reduced it to 9^. and z^d. and this was adopted. The refiners 
of Britain could have but two motives for reducing our protection 
from I2X. id. to 9/^ 4//. either an infidious intention to deftroy 
our refineries, or a monopolizing wiih to poffefs our market. 
The Irilh refiners proved that, it woi^ld take 3 cwt. of raw to 
make one cwt. of refined; but .this- pofition you over-*ruled. 
However, England herret^,,not long, ago, (hewed you your 
error; for in Faying oli ^addiuonal duties, Ihe adopted the pro- 
portion of three to one. He acknowledged that the plantation 
trade was a gift,, and that much gratitude would have been due, 
was it fairly imparted ; but^upon receiving this gift, we had been 
induced to reftrainouri'elves. from trading, with thefugar colonies 
of eVfery ftate but Britain — areftraint ui^der which we now ievere-^ 
lyfufl^ered, for had we it now in our power to offer Portugal to 
receive fugars from Brazil' (wliich could furniih Q|i more advan- 
tageous terms than any plkntation of Britain) we might fettle 
our trade with the PortugUefe on a vdry refpedtable footing. 

lAr, BeresforU{^iiy he rofenbt to oppol'e the motion, but to 
explain the reafons of his former coz^dud, and the principles oa 
which he had then adtcd, and from which he had not departed. 
He faid, that the direct i mppr tat ibn liad ever been h-is objeQ, and 
the point tb which his reafpniiig went j confonant to which the 
true tqualiiing duty was to make our duty 'upon Britifti refined 
fugars equal to UieBritifh drawback 5 he had therefore originally 
rfficrted that 3J. 4^. was tjie true equalizing duty j he declared 
fb ftill, and that'every thing above 3^. 4//. was a favour. 

He laid, he would not enter at lafge into the fubjed.} but as 
liftucK evil had been propheiied, and many i»elancholy pr^idltons 
ihade wchenthe dxxt-^ oi 9^:' 4//,, had beealuid on, he. woald juft 
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talcc a tranfianc view of the, coijfeqticnceUj produced "by" Ihat 
duty. ' . ' ' - ■ ■' 'I .■ •■ •■ .; '.: * r . ♦ ! • , . * t 

lf» two yqars, previoMB to tli*)frr^tri«Je, wjt impoctftd jfij^fi^ i 
cwt. from .Great Britain* " ^-^ /.- , '' -. '-:' ■• ' " 

In the three years of tl^ fte^ uMe, wb 4mpotte^.36);869 
cwt. from Great Britain* oijt of whii:b6«>OQ0*cw.t«. waAlinpoil^ 
eddire^iy fron) the Wefl:' Indifif) '.Itirnot.. art estfy inattcr Ar 
nations (o.fail into a new trad^^ kmt I ^JUl (late : rta girax&ttons : 

In the firft year there was tmp#rted }^y^^<^<:ifFU out oCwhid^ 
there was 7,384 cwt. from the Weft Indies, jyhkh; i»o3e<^u«i «o 
. I part out of 17^. I ;; ^ .■ - 

In the next year, issyOOQCN^. out of whiichlt^e'i^<i8y6&s 
from the WeftJndies, or ais.one t^l^ven.. '■■./''' .. ' •« 

In the third year 153,000 -<;w^, leHit of which there was 34, 164 
directly from the Weft In^es^qt aaone tp: liiroa^i eighteen 
twentieths. . ^ * :, v . . . .,-.f 

In Belfift, in 1781, there dvqs imported ^ if(,Q7;9 (5iyt.,outi)f 
which I > 334 cwt. was diitjtly from . the Weft lodifs^ .a$ i to 
9^. Jn the. fecond year ' there* was 12,343 cwt. 'Q\^rOf 3, 1 jiS. 
In the thifd'year, 9,iB3Cwe. oiit'iof whici lierfj Was 3»7oHcWt- 
from the Weft Indies. ... v r t . . 

Bttt,l)efides the gloomy .pRedi#ioo» that ha4 l7e<m M^: con^ 
certiin|^ ourdffQ^ trade caith^ iWeft I^ndiesr, ^rfi^ Jj^^^jB^^fo*^ 
tlius diliKOyeib M went 9m t^ tew? that the ^ecli^rati^ns jof tfcp 
merch^Qts and fugir-hakir?^ o^;^ thjit JneUod: wo^ld be fi^pplied 
with refined fugars wholly* frQm:<^at firitain,'' ^? e/gually iU* 
founded, for he proved from the accounts for ievezi' .yt%fB laft 
paA^ thatl before tjber ^e:\ratiei).th^ Jtngliih. refiner liipplied 
about; i-|;2^ of ourjB»arJtc«j,.«nd<»^.prefei?t even^th^. w^aductrf; 
he Supplied but < i-.Ji3th jr m rpfi^ifhi/ig.thjs' poij^ji^.^^ took no^ 
tioe of a lyfr. Thompfpniof Belf»ftyri*^hoha|dj|iyffti^^d^tiqi before 
the committee in -previoua fti8<#SH T^at (S^f^^fk^nM^ Jiiit 
that by a duty of 95. 4^/. the Iriih refiner y^. fl/^Qiikl^^ J^ <)¥Mo^e, 
Mr. Beres/ord had lately b^fl:^4i;JBeI6ft, ^ had^/coquifed »nto 
the ftateof his n)anuf«i£turtf^ wbic^ihe had: ^he, ^«^fuM (4» ^d 
was itnuch mqrrflotqrilhingithHn^ver. .;,^yh»nlj^|l^]^Wfiuae9 pal- 
ted, Mr. ;TibompfQn hjid Jtwo./^garfhoi^es i^^fte]^, and tn^re 
was ^(^ in-t^at town ^nbther^.^ ^opertj pf fgfme,^^)ir p«r- 
fons. Ji^ronouQCing the ruin of theana9.«fa49ry,'jV}r^'.Thompfoii 
ihutsup one of jus houfes, and dexte^oufly^ pp^'u^df^s thofe other 
perfons tc^do the fame by theirs; upon which J|e turna*oyer ali 
his men t.Q-lus other retinery, ^itd carries an his trade on,a,moreex- 
tenfive plan than ever. His importation in t^.lajft year with one 
iugar-hOttfe, was greater than in any year whei^he hfid two; 
and about half that importation y^ by a dirt;^ trfid^ with the. 
W^ft Indies. 
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' H|^!^ &il!^^hetiO^«d proved, that the duty 'of ^r. ^, 'W^% filf- 
ficient, not by his opinion only, but by the pra^ice of Mr. Thomp- 
ian» iie iaki, it "vns not hit (foidgrl «» refift gitidg the fugar- 
bakers a monopoly, if gentlemen ihould think ri§ht fo to do. 

. : W.ItfifiH ftipported t^ ft^s 'Evinced by^ the' kft Right 
Hon. Sf«aker. lU would lior^' he &td, enter at lftT|e int6 a bu- 
finef^ ffk which at prtefeftt th«re fetoed no queilion ) but he 
Ao«^«:it jnftto defendfr<>mttngehef6u8afperfioni bhat honourable 

.^ody,' the botffd <!^trade> by whofe advice the former duty Had 
been fttcA at qs* 4^.— they had a€ted on the moft equitable prin- 
ciples, and me event had juftified their opinion: nor did he 
thvafk to w^^ftaile body of o%r fttt<«HR-firtjgt6ls, the fugar refiners 
of Great Britain, deferved tike linidnd iftfiniiations that had been 

■ uttered ^j^ibtl'ffc^iti ; they badfevend opportunities of throwing 
tffto our'fnarke^ Ittgd qtmntities ^ their manufacture, which, 
had they intended to injure the Irilh refineries, they wduW have 
fei^ed,.fcet which tlieyariwlj^i^fnineda Arone pairtkuflar time 
•they ted a bouncy of ft// 6^i whJdi rwas not c^uutertaed by 
•lis f©r levtrftl iftoAths J '5^et tJiey- mttde no Unfwr adV-antage of 
•ehis- lsot^ty>-tAit' xJarffed on- tWf -frarde with the • fame uniform 
induftry for which Englifh manufafturers are diilinguifbed. He 
<t)HcIudft<* Wkh^ fey«rtg, th« ^ fee would coirfent -to the dkity now 
jf^opfii^ai'ibetp«riaiefttV butif hefis^nd that it ettCDUt^ge^ the 
circwitwis'ti'ade,-he would move iW rtpeal in the next ft^bn. 

Mr. A/^K/<^aeq<iitteJhktlfelf from intending te- caft^fperfion 
tm thte -board of trade, butfftidy>hey had ohjy heard oAe fide of 
the queftion. : .. x.. . * t . .: 

■ Mt^(yo(i/riy G^e&fi approved <tf'"«he4&rmer dtirtyj he entered 
into a detail K3fihahya€!s of eoiAblnatiofi by the Iriih rcPfirleriB,^ par- 
ticularly a1? Ccrt'k. He feat^d> that if they wei^ to obtain a mono- 
poly, ^y%6uMfall again itto the clwuitoiia track $ andfiid, 
that e^^efyf ttAtt who clwfe to 4riiik hVd tea o|- hfe -pAnch fweet, 
oughf «) VDtet^aiiiftit< - ' ^-^ " 

In -the ItHt^WftT' there '#ere^|kiu«ihfiries of fugars in Cork, but 
thfey 'ktpi iip 'the* pride. The EbgliA' refiners will give nine or 
twelve todntfis credit, but the Irifli t«fiiieffe will gi'?e lanly thirty- 
6tfe days, ^ey aire certainly at gresrt e*pei^e for '^€!oals in their 
manuiwture-,' burl hopeiour «wn collieries may bewdrted, and 
not be under the neceffity of applying to Sir Janieij Lx)wther. 
Whenever fpkes are. cheap, the Dutch burn tlfcm in order to 
keep up their price. ' ' 

Right Hen. the Prtm^fi declared his ighorance of any monopoly 
in thefujgar^bakers of Cork to keep up the price of fugar. 

Mr, felham fiiid, he would not enter oh the Ibbjeft Which his 
Right Hon-. Friend, htttti informed than he, had fo aUy fbted 
to the Houfe ; but he declared that he never before had heard of 
any combination among the Britilh refiners to injure Ireland i he 
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thoiyght iheift jncat^abk of^i{ ^dier/had indebd beett of daTercnt 
opinions, fome a,ppcavbg,i/|«fl'fifthOT. oimiteibnxiiig: the fbrnltr 
. diity... He w^s'hiippy > ]m». faJnA^ that-ao Hon. iMembcr. appbved 
ofths4^ty.i)QW ii)tei»de^):Rid!'rocoiiuiieDdto<i tt ta ^nttemen to 
be-u9fk^i{^u9y as goveri^mefic had* in - tfais im^nefs advanced to 
jaaeet the^wifli^ of the peepie. - >• 

Mr*. Mw^^«-^l higKly appiiove «fJ the dfoties .iJ6w pvcpakd, 
aj)d wyi..vot€ for the motion.. .' ••. : .. . /* ' 7 : 

.; Mtc.^ jCrptta¥4 — Whep thia^biifine^i lc*nc.on die .iaft-fcflion, 
c.ouaeil: wa,a cailed to the Jbar^ iand Ml". Suttoh, Mr.: ^Thompfoii^ 
and otl^erft were ^xaminjed> 1 Whftlr.ivHi then &id appears now to 
betruc^afc iw jweionly imfHwt iliteiftiy &o«i the -Wcffl; Indies one- 
feveBUh of oMr cOnfcimption i Mr* Icib^tn^fon i'aidi it 'Would defray 
the manixfa^urd*her€». bu^«'i&i4 heU i> iia^l.iratiiutfer fo infivch 
as others on account of my experience tli.>th^ hcfiaefei ■ ^ j" !■ ■ ■ T he 
^ti^ftio9 then pafled in iht ^tiMtha. . ..::,: 
-Mr. Harth?^ faid, that ai fln-k^dlirdf^fceitec^nt.bisfortnri^ 
of a Right HoiL Gentlwnfcrt w(hd had/* taken an a£lrve parr in the 
bttfincrfs of pTOtofting duties, 'ht -wati to fee 'fetired he would not 
be able to attend- in his plftc^ lA t^nx f6r having thefd dutie? in^ 
ferced i*^ ff money bill,' he ibdiM 0rt T^hoffiiay next' bring it on, 
(hoQ^confciDUs how mu^h he fell Jh6rt iA Hie abUtty wi£ winch 
that gentieman would have hiitflilftyfouglK it forward. ^ 

M<:« ^WM/vri^.iasdy.the Right Hon.- Gentleman, hotwithftamfii^ 
hu uiiLhappy'ii8uacion>.^iira6 detern^i^ed to attend when that bit- 
iineikwi^d cocnc oa ^fiaily>~ but that it would be premature to 
bring ihe ihufinefft.' iaix> theHoufe while the committee of trade 
WIS ic^cnj^anfl that many \4'ftneire» were yet to be rtammed. 

Mr. \fhrtUy afked was it iiitended to tack the^ .duties to one 
Df the gcoot mponey bills ? ' 

,yii,i,1^l^tio^i*-^ThM^ is a-fiilgedt c^ great magnitude, and 
deferves the moft patient and thorough inveftigation. The Right 
Hon. Gtntlemaii in poffeCion of the fubje^ ha-s examined fome 
fMitnei!es» already » and' he han more to examine. I am feniible 
msl.foan as he is ^ a little t^covered from thofcf feelings he* mdft be 
fuider from . his^ reotot lofsy he wiH biing on • x)m bufinefr. It is 
a qneftioK^ impottaace, and every gentlenntn fhonldhave time 
to <:odider'it maturely. I do' not know all the attides which 
«ro ifltdn^d tOcomennder the head of protfedting duties. To 
aflc it CQ( hetacked to die mdffley bill, is iibppo'ling it to be already 
|>a(ledi the >«ihDle fubjeft nuid come before the Houfe before 
sbey caft Jagroe to tt. 

Sr ytfi>/iil/^f«i«»-^.*^Ifecommendthe€onfidcration'ofthis<jnef* 
cton, and I would havie it invefbigated with the greateft circum* 
fpcdtipii, in a patient manner. The toncourfe of people crowd- 
ing your avenues are not tb iltfi ml date $ the dignity ofpariia- 
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ment muft be prefenred. As to tlie iiuiniifa6turers cbej^^ldente 
' the attention and encouragementtof parliament. 

Mr. Curren.*^! wifli that no timefliould be loft in this bu^inefs* 
Your ftarving manufadurers came hett as iiippiicants, not as 
rioters. I have fuch firm reliance on the humanity and integrity 
of the Right Hon. Gentlemen on the other fide^ that I doufc^ 
not the J will become their patrons ; they fihould meet with the 
fupport of every man in this Houfe. The Right Hon. Gentle- 
man will not be offended at its being brought on. It wilt not 
depend for protection on the abilities of an individual, but on the 
wiidom and juiltce of parliament. He confefled, however, that 
he feared the defire he obferved in the gentlemen on the other 
iide of the 'H«ni&, to poftpone this great bufinefs, boded no 
good \ for if it was defeii-ed- tiH after the recefs, he feared we 
fhould never hear more of it.* - > « 

Mr. Pelham, — I rifetoinfonHithe-Hon. Gentleman ^ho enquires 
wither f he CQnimitteie.wi}}..clofe> before (he fubje^ noW under 
conGdcration be dif(rU(r^^,i fhat fo f^r as it depends upon me 
and the gentlemen ^wi^h..wb#ni I; have the honour to co-operate^ 
it fhali receive the fulieft ^^ Igireft. invelltgation. Every bill 
laying a duty i^pon goods ioip^^cd is a money bill, and conic- 
quently muftgo through the cqmmitcee \ and it is not my wi(h 
either to precipitate the pr^f^int h^finefs^ortagive it any delaj. 
.This anfw;er I have given t^-day |^'tw0 cdrpdrations who applied 
to me on this fubjed. But gentlemen fay, tackthis to a money 
bilL If they fay this bv way of thjpat, ,or as having any di£idence 
of his" Majefty*s minifters, let them, fpeak . out. . The. learned 
gentleman has faid, we might coJliQ^ the meaning afi^^^^ffity 
of prote6^g duties from thgfe who yeAerday crowdcti about 
this Houfe — but I fay, parliament is the only placewhece I will 
receive ioforn^ation on this ful^e^t — where 1 will dehate.it, or 
whereX will form my opinion. . - _ - ;* . i!:.. 

Attorney GfaeraL-^l do not mean to reply tO: .what has .be^a 
laid, buf I ;hink my felf called upon to declare, .that I hopesto 
receive better information upon this fubjedt before I form my de» 
termination, than what has yet been offered. 1 will never .i&- 
cetve any information, or comply with any deiire.of pedons who 
come to intimidate this houfe. I know. how they were' collei^- 
ed — I am not ignorant of the means th4t are ufed and I lament 
that I did not lail ni^t move fome refoiutions to fecure the moft 
valuable privilege of parliament, the privilege of free debate, I 
think it proper to fay this, left thefe deluded, mtfguided poor 
people (hould imagine they could gain any thing by tumult — 
From vvhat has happened in parliament, the^ have every reaiba 
to believe that their .caufe is in better hands m this home, than 
with thofe who miflead them to our doors. . . 

The Houfe refumed. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEBATES. 177 

The committee reported they had made fome progtefs^ and re-* 
queded leave to fit againr 1 

Mr. Daly moved that lifts may be given jn^ refpedting the vo* 
ters on the Gal way ele£lion»— Ordered* 



Wednesday, November^ 19, 1783* 

The petition of Sir John Brown* complaining of an undue elec- 
tion for the county of Mayo, was withdrawn* 

A committee in the ufual form was nominated to try the Leitrim 
cledtion, viz* 



Henry Pomeroy, Efq; 
Hercules Rowley, Elqj 
Henry Stewart* £fq} 
Lord Kilwarlin, 
Patrick Walfb,Efq^ 
John Hobfon, Efq; 
Lord Henry Fitzgerald* 



Thomas Burgh* Efqi 
Richard Nevill, Efqj 
John Reily, Efq; 
Ephraim Carrol, Efqj | 

Henry Vaughan Brooke, Efq; , 
Hon. Thomas Packenham, 
Broderick Chinnery, Efq; 
Rt. Hon. John Pomeroy, 

yix.OgU reported from the committee for trying the Dundalk 
eledion, that the Right Hon. Lord Vifcount Jocelyn* and the 
Hon. Robert Jocelyn, were duly elected to reprefent the borough 
of Dundalk. 

Mr. 0*Hara moved for leave to bring in a bill fbr the more equal 
regiftering of freeholders. Leave granted, and a committee ap- 
pointed to prepare the fame. 

Mr." Corry faid that he had felt himfelf not kindly treated on two 
attempts that he had made, to bring forward an addrefs to his 
Majefty on the Prince of Wales having aufpicioufly attained hi$ 
one-and-twentieth year. On the laft day, when a previous 
quedion was haftily put to preclude his motion, upon barely re- 
quefting that the Houfe would pay at leaft a decent civility to a 
motion, which was brought forward in a decent and parliamen- 
tary form, the Hon. General Luttrell ftated, that an attack was 
thereby made on the privileges of parliament. I cannot but con<^ 
gratulate the Houfe, faid Mr. Corry^ on the champion that has 
declared himfelf the proteiftor of parliamentary privileges > the 
privilege of parliament is a fubjedt upon which the Hon. Gene- 
ral has heretofore highly diilingniihed himfelf, and his name upon 
that topic, will, I am convinced, never be forgotten. He has 
been equally rtmarkable for his attachment to the privilege of 
parliament, as to real and adequate reprefentation of the people^ 
and though his ideas' of real and adequate reprefentation, might 
not perfe^lyt agree with thofe of perfons now wiihingfor a par* 

N 
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liamentary reform, yet it is a fubjedt upon which he is certainly- 
highly diftinguifhed. I promifed then, tliat I (hould on this day 
relume my motion for an addrefs ; on the opening of the leffion, 
I mentioned it, and then faid, that it ought to be introduced in 
compliment to his Majefty and his Reyai Highnefs the Prince, 
in the fpeech from the throne, and that though it were not men- 
tioned there, yet it ought to be introduced in the addrefs from 
this houfe j but the want of ufage and precedent, was urged as 
an argument for not adopting that opinion. Before moving the 
addrefs, I (ball fay a few words as to the ufage of parliament, 
relating to what concerns the Royal Family, and fliall (hew the 
Houfe, that thefe are precedents in favour of the principle of my 
motion, notwithftandmg that there never could have been an 
addrefs exadlly the fame of this, (ince the reign of James the 
Firft, *till the cafe of his prefent Majefty. Charles the Second, 
and the unfortunate James the Second, lived in times in which 
no ufage, or mdtion of this kind could be made, as they were 
both in bani(hment at that period of their lives. William the 
Third could not have given a precedent, nor could Queen Anne 
as heir to the crown. George the Firft could not ; George the 
Second was of age long before his father acceded to the Britilh 
throne. Frince Frederick was of age before his arrival in Eng- 
land, and therefore his prefent Majetty is the only cafe in which 
it could have happened j wty it did not happen, I do not pre- 
fume to conjedure ; but this 1 am fure of, that his Majefty, 
George the Second, had certainly not a more fincere attachment 
to hts family, than that which does luch iniinite honour to his 
prefent Majeit) *s domeftic character. It has been fuppofed, that 
it is not the ufage for parlidment to interfere in matters which 
concern the Royal Family, except when called upon by the 
throne in the fpeech. I (kail mention ibme fadts to fet aiide that 
pofition, as alfo to (hew, that parlianient have thought on fre- 
quent occafions, that it became them to do fo,* and on occa- 
fions not of more importance than the prefent. In England, on 
thu opening of the fetllonin J729, immediately after the arrival 
of prince Frederick, the Houfe congratulated the King thereupon, 
in the very firft paraTgraph of the addrels, though his arrival was 
not mentioned in the fpeech from the throne ; tiie fame happened 
in the Lords of England, and a meifage of congratulation was 
feat to his Royal Highnels. On that Prince's miirriage in 1736, 
an addrefs was voted to the King three da>s after, though no 
meffage was fent to the Houfe, and alfo a meifage of congratu- 
latioa to their Royal Highn^lfes, the fame as the Lords. In 
J 7 37, upon Mr. Pulteney^s motion for an independent eftabliih- 
mcnt for the Prince of Wales, not only no meifage was fent, 
upon which that motion was grounded, ^but a meifage was read 
by Sir Robert Walpulc from tiie King, with intent thereby, to 
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ftop the motion of Mr. Pulteney, and yet there was on a divifionf 
^04, to 2^4 in fupport of Mr. Pulteney's motion. The fame 
day, the fame (jueftion was agitated in the Lords, and 14 peers 
protefted when it was negatived, and it is to be remarked, that 
Mr» Pulteney clearly proves from precedents, the competency 
and the ufage of parliament to interfere in the concerns of the 
Royal Family, of their own motion, even in the momentous 
queftion of the eftablifhment of the Prince of Wales j and it is 
equally remarkable, that bir Robert Walpole exprefly acknow- 
ledges the competency and the ufage, and oppoles the motion 
upon other grounds. When the Princefs Dowager of Wales died 
in 1782, an addrefs of condolence was moved, though no'mef- 
fage came from the King, Upon the birth of his prefent Ma- 
jefiy, he not being born Prince of Wales, no addrefs was voted. 
When his pi'efent Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales was born, 
his Majeft y was congratulated upon 'the opening of the enfuing 
(eflion, though it was not mentioned in the fpeech from the 
throne. All thefe cafes. Sir, clearly prove, that it has be^R the 
ufage of parliament to interfere in matters which concern the 
Royal Family, without bein? called upon by the throne ; and 
now. Sir, a few inftances win (htw you that the fame ufage has 
prevailed in this kingdom, and further, that it has been the 
ufage to mention in the fpeech here, matters which concern the 
Royal Family, though not mentioned in (he f^me manner in 
England. The iirft will prove, that 1 am not unwarranted in 
the motion of to-day, and the fecond will (hew, how wanting his 
prefent Excellency has been in not mentioning the fubjedt 01 this 
motion in the Ipeecb from the throne. On the opening of the 
(llljonin 1729 here, no notice is taken of Prince Frederick's ar- 
rival in the dominions by the fpeech from the throne, and yet 
this houfe congratulates his Majeity in their addre^'s^ and alfo upon 
the death of her late Royal Highnefs, during the fellion, this 
Houfe votes an addrefs 01 condolence without any notirication 
made of that event by melfage. The marriage of Prince Frede- 
rick, and alfo the melancholy intimation of his death, are men- 
tioned in the fpeech herd, though not notified from the King in 
England, either by ipeech or meffage i and to inltance in the 
caie of that very Prince, who is the Tubjedl", though not ^he ob- 
jed, of the addrefs, now to be moved, his Royal Highnefs's 
birth is mentioned in the fpeech from the throne here, though 
not meiitioned in the fpeech in England ; which precedents his 
prefent Excellency might, if he had chofen it, lafely have co- 
pied on this occaiion in compliment. But, Sir, as to precedents 
being wanriui^, if there had been no precedents upon this fubject,! 
Ibouid not think myeif concluded by the want of precedents. The 
beft lawyers lay down, that precedents without argument and de- 
^iiion, are of no moment i they are always fuppoled to b^ made 
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upon due confideration^ and therefore the do6trine of precedents 
docs not apply to cafes that are new, or never before brought 
into agitation ; and if a queftion has never been before decided 
upon at ally that can hardly be adduced as a precedent for de- 
ciding againft it, when it is brought forward j nor can its never 
having been agitated be called a precedent, for that it never fhall 
be agitated. But, Sir, there are cafes where a departure in par^ 
liament from precedents is wifdom — ^look at that body of prece- 
dents that fill and difgrace your journals, till one illuitrious man, 
l^ow no more, nobly departing from them, in an addrefs With 
unprecedented boldnefs, thereby obtained for your nation a free 
trade. The whole ftate of your country is unprecedented, and 
when unprecedented adts of attention have been fhewn to you on 
the part of our gracious Sovereign, who has condefcended to be 
a mediator between this and the other kingdom, will you fet 
bounds to nothing in this fyftem of new precedents, but the gra- 
titude and affeflion of this houfe to that gracious Monarch ? It 
IS a time to take unprecedented occaiions for affurances of attach- 
ment to the crown, and his Majeftj?*s Royal Family. Great 
changes have been made in our conftitution, others perhaps are 
meditated ; thefe confiderations call upon you to declare it. The 
amputation of fo great a part of the empire as has taken place, 
calls upon you to declare it in the face of Europe ; and when 
you are fowing the feeds of future riches and greatnefs, you are 
called upon in policy as in gratitude, to (hew that your profpe- 
rity is to infpire you with new zeal towards his Majefty and his 
Royal Houfe ; that fo you may fecure the Monarch, a guardian 
of your rights, and retam the Sovereign through his princely vir- 
tues, a protector of your interefts. Without intending to fol- 
low it with any other motion, I Ihall now call upon minifters to 
fupport a meafure full of duty, loyalty, and afFeftion to his Ma- 
'eft>, and move you that an humble addrefs be prefented to his 
Vlajefty, to affure his Majefty of the loyalty and attachment of 
this Houfe to his Majefty's royal perfon and government j of the 
unfeigned joy of this Houfe, upon occafion of his Royal High- 
nefs the Prince of Wales having aufpicioufly attained the age of 
twenty-one years, as an additional aflurance to his Majefty*s 
faithful fubjefls of the ftability of his Majefty's government, and 
of the illuftrious and proteftant houfe of Hanover, which fillt 
the throne of thefe dommions 5 and to affure his Majefty, that 
his faithful Commons of Ireland are anxious to exprefs their 
zeal and attachment on every occafion which can contribute 
to his Majeftv's domeftic happinefs, at a time when it is fit that 
every part ot the Britiih empire fhould ihew it(elf to be moft clofe- 
ly united, by one common bond of loyalty and aSedtion, to theic 
moft gracious Sovereign ; and when his Majefty's faithful fub- 
je^s of Ireland, grateful for that paternal and gracious attention 
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lately vouchfafed by his Majefty to their rights and interefts, are 
defirous to prove that the profperity and advancement of Ireland, 
will always infpire additional zeal for the dignity and fplendor 
of his Majefty's illuftrious perfon and family. 

Mr. Dennis Brtnvne feconded the motion. 

Mr. George Ponfonby faid that no man in the Houfe was more 
attached to the Royal Family than himfelf. He did not however 
find any precedent of fuch an addrefs being prefented. He there* 
fore moved the order of the day. 

Right Hon. 7'. Conolfy. I fee no reafon for not agreeing to this 
motion, but that it came from the other fide of the Houf&. The 
addrefs is expreffive of our affedion to his Majefty and his Royal 
Family. The Honourable Gentleman who propofed it, does not 
mean this as a foundation for money to be granted. I cannot 
therefore find any reafon why it ihould be fcouted out of this 
Houfe. I have heard it fpoken t9 in a full and candid manner, 
and the addrefs is expreiTed in fo humble, fo dutiful, and fo af- 
fe^lionate a ftile, that I (hall vote for it, though I do not know 
Us Royal Highnefs, and the Hon. Gentleman does. I did not 
know that his Majefty was bccpme of late fo happy ; I never heard 
he rejoiced when the Prince arrived at eighteen, nor at twenty- 
one. However, being a loyal and affedionate addrefs, and 
jthough coming from that fide of the Houfe, I certainly ihall vote 
fbr it. 

Mr. Pole. When I came into this Houfe, I was determined 
to vote againft it ; but having heard it fo fully fpoken to, I cer- 
tainly Ihall vote for it. 

Right Hon. Mr. Brownlow, — I do not approve of this addrefs. 
When parliament addrefles his Majefty, it ought to be on folid 
reafons, as an anfwer to fome information required, or for fome 
favour. It is well known the Prince was born in 1 762, and muft 
in 1783 be 21, and he can now take his feat in the Houfe of Peers. 
I think it would be improper to put our Sovereign in mind of 
mortality ; and I fincerely hope that that period will be very 
remote, His Majefty is in good health, and I hope that he may 
long enjoy it : but why tell him that his fon is of age, to put him 
in mind of his increafing age, and his Majefty's declining? Not* 
withftanding the refpedtabiliry of the gentleman who is in favour 
of it, I muft give it a negative. 

Right Hon, Mr. PMam, — I ftiould have thought it not confift- 
ent to addrefs upon occafions which do not feem to require it. 
The Hon, Gentleman called upon gentlemen in adminiftration, 
and I being confidered as one of thofe, think it neceifary to fay 
a few words : If I was to give any encouragement to the addrefs, 
it might be afterwards moved, to grant an eftablifhment for his 
Royal Highnefs., No man in or out of this Houfft entertains a 
higher veneration^ a more perfed afFeflipn, nor a more unfeigned 
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and loyal attachment to the royal perfonage, on whofe accouttf 
this addrefs has been moved| than I feel. But! never have leeri 
this addrefs ; I have had no inftrudlions from his Majefty's mifiif- 
ters : it is for the Houfe to determine, vrhether they v^ill vote 
for it or not. As to exprefling the loyalty and attachmert of this 
Houfe, that is fo fully exprelftd in the addrelfes already prefcnt- 
ed, in confeqiience of the fpeech from the throne^ that no doubt 
can remain of the loyalty and attachment of this Houfe* I ihould . 
be glad gentlemen would fpeak out whenever they think it ne- 
<ieflary to addtefs* I cannot have any wi(h but the wifh of this 
Houfe. I therefore fely on the wifdom cf this Houfe to deter- 
mine, \Vhet!her it ia now proper to prefent f leh an addrefs* 

Mr. OJhorni? hid, although he did not pin his faith upon cour- 
tiers, yet in matters of ceremony he thought they were generally^ 
right. This country, he laid, had no occafion for new proofs 
of its loyalty 5 and as his Majefty's pleafure wa*? not known oii 
this fubjedt, he thought it would be highly indecorous to prefent 
the addrefs defifed* ^ 

On a divifion, whether the Houfe fhould go into the order of 
the day, there appeared. 

Ayes — ^ 155 

Noes — -^ 10 

iTeilers for the Ayes> Mr. OJBerfie, and Mr. Brown /ozv. 

Tellers for the Noes, Mr. Corrj, and Mr. Dennis Brtnvne, 

The^^Righjt Hon. John Foftcr^ according to order, reported 
from the committee of the whole Houfe, appointed to confidet 
further of ways and means for railing the fupply granted to his 
Majefty, the refoIutionS which the committee had directed him 
to report to the Houfe, which he read in his place, and after de- 
livered in at the table, where the fame were read, and agreed unto 
by the Houle, and are as follow : 

Refolved, That, a further additional duty of 2s. be laid on 
every barrel of herrings, (iontaining 'Xt^ gallons, except Britiih 
herrings, which iball be imported into this kingdom during tht 
time aforefaid. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
diity of 2i. 6^. be paid for every (kin or piece of vellum or 
parchment on which fhall be engtofled or written, during the time 
aforefaid, any bill, aiifwer, plea, demurrer, replication, re- 
joinder, interrogatory, depofition taken by commiffion, or afty 
other pleading whatfoever in the courts of Chancery or Exchequer. 

Relolved, That every fuch ikin or piece of vellum or parch- 
ment, on which Ihall be engrofTcd pr written aiiy number of 
words exceeding two thoufand, fliall be confidered as two Ikins 
or pieces, and pay duty accordingly. 

Refolved, That no Ikin or piece of vellum or parchment, or piece 
ot Iheet of paper, upon which any copy of any affidavit charged 
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with a duty of is. (hall be written, ihall contain more than three 
hundred and eighty-four words. 

Rfefolved, 1 hat it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon ail mufcovado fugars of the growth, produ£l or manu- 
fddture of the Britilh plantations in America, or the Weft Indies, 
which Ihall be imported into this kingdom between the 25th day 
of December, 17^3, and the 25th day of March, 1785, inclu- 
(ive, diredlly from thence' or from Great Britain, there ihall be 
paid down in ready money net, without difcount or allowance, 
a duty after the rate of 13^. 3^. i ^^ if imported by natives, 
and if imported by ftrangers a duty after the rate of 133-. g]j^i» 
for every 112 pounds weight thereof, and fo in proportion for 
any greater or lefs quantity i the faid duties to be in lieu and 
full fatisfa^ion of all duties, cuftoms and excife now payable 
thereon' by virtue of any aCt oradls of parliament heretofore made 
in this kingdom. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a 
duty of 1/. i6i. 92^. per hundred weight be laid on all refined 
fugars in loaves, not being baftards, and on all candy which (hall 
be imported from Great Britain, during the time aforefaid, being 
of Britifli manufacture, and fo in proportion for any greater or 
, lefs quantity 5 the fame to be paid down in ready money net, 
without difcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full fatis- 
fadion of all duties, cuftoms and excife now payable thereon by 
virtue of any a6t or a£ts of Parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom, 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a duty 
be^ laid on all refined fugars, called baftards, and on all ground 
and powdered refined fugars, and all refined loaf brote in pieces, 
which (hall be imported from Great Britain during the time afore- 
faid, being of the manufadture of Great Britain, after the 
rate of i8i. liiotf^- for every hundredweight thereof, and 
fo in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity ; the faid duty 
to be paid down in ready money net, without difcount or allow- 
ance, and to be in lieu a^nd full fatisfidion of all duties, cuftoms 
^nd excife now payable thereon by any adt or a6ts of parliament 
heretofore made in this kingdom. ^ , 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon all white fugars of the growth, product or manufac- 
ture of the Britilh plantations in America or the Weft Indies, 
which flxall be imported into this kingdom, during the time afore- 
faid, diredtly from thence or from Great Britain, there fliall be 
paid down in ready money net, without difcount or allowance, 
a duty after the rate of iL lis. 4^ i f J. if imported, by 
natives, and if imported by ftrangers a duty after the rate of i '. 
I2X. 10^^ ^a, for every 112 pounds weight thereof* and lo 
in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity ; the laid duties 
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to be in lieu and full fatisfa6tion of all duties, cuftom^ and ex« 
cife now payable thereon by virtue of any a^ or a6ts of parlia- 
ment heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon all refined fugars of the growth, product or manufac- 
ture of the Britifh plantations in America or the Weft Indies, 
which (hal be imported into this kingdom, during the time 
aforefaid, diredtly from thence or from Great Britain, there fliall 
be paid down in ready money net, without difcount or allow- 
ance, a duty after the rate of iL 135. 4^\, ^d. if imported by 
natives, and if imported by ftrangers, a duty after the rate of 
4/. i8f. 4i? 4^' for every 112 pounds v/elght thereof, and 
^ in proportion for any greater or lefs quantity ; faid duties 
to be in lieu and full fatisfa£t ion of all duties, cuftoms and excife 
now payable thereon by virtue of any a£t or ads of parliament 
heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
and upon all paneles of the growth, product or manufacture of 
the Britiih plantations in America or the Weft Indies, which (hall 
be imported into this kingdom, during the time aforefaid, direct- 
ly from thence or from Great Britain, there (hall be paid down 
in ready money net, without difcount or allowance, ~ a duly 
after the rate of lyj. ^i%\d, if imported by natives, and if 
imported byftrangers a duty after the rate of» i8i. — il\(i» 
for every 112 pounds weight thereof, and fo in proportion for 
any greater or lefs quantity ; faid duties to be iii lieu and full 
fuisfadtion of all duties, culloms and e;ccife now payable thereon 
by virtue of any ^6t or aCls of parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom, 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that all 
'drawbacks or allowances now given by law on the export of re- 
fined fugars made in this kingdom, do ceafe and be no longer 
payable ; and that it is the opinion of this committee, that in 
Jieu of f lid drawbacks, and for the encouragement of refining 
fugars in Ireland, a bounty (hall be allowed and paid upon all 
renned fugar which (hall be exported from this kingdom during 
the time aforefaid, after the rate of i'/. lis. zti. for every hundred 
weight of fuch refined fugar exported in the loafcompleat and 
whole, being net, that is to fay, of one uniform whitenels 
throughout, and which hath gone through the operation of two , 
or more cJays (ince it was laftin the pan, and hath been properly 
and thoroughly dried in the ftove according to the prcfent 
practice of refining j and after the rate of 12s, ylJiV- for 
every hundred weight of fuch refined fugar exported, called 
baftards, and of all ground and powdered refined fugar, and 
all refined loaf fugar broke in pieces, the faid fugar having been 
tMrice clayed and properly dried in the ftovc } and likcwife of 
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til candy properly refined and manufaftured, and free from dirt 
and fcum. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that all 
brown or mufcovado fugars, taken and condemned as prizes 
which ftall be imported into this kingdom between the ajth 
day of December, 1783, and 25th day of March, 1785, incJu- 
five, may be ware-houfed for exportation without payment of 
any duty whatfoever, if imported from Great Britain and legal- 
ly condemned there; but if the fame ihall be condemned in thij 
kingdom, then that there (ball be pqid upon the fame, being fo 
ware-houfed, a duty after the rate of 7/. ids. if the fame ihall 
be taken by any of his Majefty'g (hips of war, and of 2/, loj. 
if the fame (ball have been taken by any private fljipofwar, 
for every hundred pounds value thereof, valuing each hundred 
weight at four pounds, and fo in proportion for any greater 
or lefs quantit;^, which duties (hall not be drawn back on ex- 
port. I 
Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that if any 
of faid fugars, whether condenmed here or in Great Britain, (hall 
be afterwards taken out of fuch ware-houfe to be confumed in 
this kingdom, or for any other purpoTe than to be exported, that 
then there (hall be pafid upon their being fo taken out, if the 
fame (hall have been condemned in Great Britain, and taken by 
any of his Majefty's (hips of war, a duty after the rate of 13^. 
lo^^c^Y^^//. ^^^ ^^^^ hundred weight thereof; and if con- 
demned in Great Britain, and taken by any private (hip of 
war, then ^ duty after the rate of 18/. 2^i-^iJ. for every 
hundred weight thereof; .but if the fame (hall have been con- 
demned as a prize in this kingdom, then a duty, over and above 
the duties aforefaid paid on ware-houfing the fame, after che 
rate of 14^. /^ii f. if taken by any of his Majefty's (hips 
of war ; and of i8i* 4i§t^. if taken by any private (hip of 
war, for every hundred weight thereof; the faid duties to be 
paid down in ready money, without difcount Or allowance, 
and to be in lieu and full fatisfa6lion of all other duties now 
payable on the fame by any law or laws heretofore made in this 
kingdom. 

Ordered, That it be an inftru6tion to the committee appoint- 
ed to prepare and bring in a bill or bills, purfuant to the refolu- 
tions of the committee of ways and means, and the refolutions of 
the committee of fupply, to make provifion therein purfuant to 
the faid refolutions now agreed to. 

Ordered, That it be an inftruftion to the committee appoint- 
ed to prepare one or more bill or bills, purfuant to the refo- 
lutions of the committee of ways and means, and the refolu- 
tions of the committee of fupply, to infert a claufe or dau- 
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fes in the faid bill or bills for allowing three yeais for draw* 
backs. 

Ofdefed, That it be an inftru^Slion to the faid co^mmitcee 
•o infcrt aclaule or claufes in the laid bill or bills^ ior apply- 
ing the duties laid on cofiee, chocoUce and cocoa nuts, and 
on raw and unUnoed hides exported, and linlced oil, to the 
ufe and encouragement of the henipcn and flaxen manufadtures 
of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That it be an inflrudion to the faid committee to 
infert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill o'r bills, direding 
that the feveral fums granted to encourage the raifing fuffici- 
cnt quantities of flax and hemp, and for tue encouragement of 
the hempen and flax'en manufactures in the provinces of Lein- 
fter, Munfter and Connaught, (hail be applied to fuch pur- 
pofes only, and that feparate accounts be kept of the appli* 
cation thereof, and be laid before parliament* 

Ordered, That it be an inftrudion to the faid committee 
to infert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or bills, to em- 
power the chief commiliioncrs of his Majefty's excite or any 
three of them, and the colltdors of his Majefty's excile, in 
their feveral diftrids, to grant licenfes for the felling ot cider 
by retail; and that for every fuch licenle the fum of u. \d, 
and no. more, fhall be paid or demanded ^as a fee. And to 
empower the gaugers and officers of excife, in their feveral 
and refpedlive diitrids, to ent^r into the houfes, out-houfes, 
ftore-houfes and cellars of every retailer or retailers of cider 
and to uke an account from time to time of all cider which 
fhall be found in the poilellion of fuch retailer or retailers 
thereof, and to charge Inch retailer or retuilers with the duty 
of la, per gallon accordingly; and to oblige every retailer 
of cider to £ew to the gaugers or ofiieers of exciie, on de- 
mand, all his or her ftock of cider then in hand, under a 
penalty. ^ 

Ordered, That it be an inftruction to the faid committee 
to infert a claulie or ciaufes in the faid bill or biiis, that the 
duties of 15. and zs* per barrel upon. ail herrings imported, ex- 
cept Britiih herrings, be applied to the encouragement of the 
fifhcries of this kingdom. 

Ordcrccl, That it be an rnfcrudion to the faid committee to 
infert a claufe or claufes in the laid bill or bills for lecuring 
the repayment of fo much of the feveral fums therein to be 
iTientioned, which have bten or fhall be advanced at an interell 
n .1 exceeding 4/. per centum per annum^ or for which lotterv 
debentures have iflued for payment of the prizes in the lotteries 
heretofore eftabliOied, as ihaii remain unpaid on the 25th day 
ot December, 17*^3. 
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Ofdcted, That it he an inftni6tion to the faid committee to 
initri a claufe or daufes in the faid bUl or bills, to prohibit 
the importation of all hops, except of the growth of Great 
Britain or the Britiib plantations in America} and of all glafs, 
except from Great Britain; and of all gold and diver lace, and 
of all camhricks and lawns, except luch as are of the manu- 
fadture of Great Britain. 

Ordered, That it be an inftru6tion to the faid committee to 
itifert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or bills, that the re- 
fpe^ive deputy or deputies of all and every perfon and perfons 
who by reafon of any falaries, profits or employments, fees or 
penfions fhall be liable to the faid tax of 45.. in the pound, 
iball deliver in upon oath before the chief baron, or any one 
of the barons of his Majefty*s Court of Exchequer, or before* 
any two jufticcs of the peace, an account of the net profits of 
the faid employments of all and ev«ry luch perfon or perfons 
who iball not have refided within this kingdom, for the fpace 
of feven calendar months and a half between the 25 th day of 
December, 1783, and the 2Sth day of March, 17S5, under a 
penalty. 

Ordered, That it be an inftrudtion to thje faid committee to 
infert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or bill^, that the re* • 
fpedive fect-etaries to the commtffioners) and agents of chofe 
who are entitled to receive any falaries or penfions, ihall de- 
liver in upon oath before the chief bafon^ or any of the barons 
of his Majefty's Court of Exchequer, or before any two juftices 
of the peace, a lid of the officers of the revenue, and of all 
perfbns entitled to falaries or perfons who (hall not have re- 
fided .within this kingdom for the fpace of feven calendar 
months and a half between the ^^^th day of December, 1783, 
and the 25th day of March, 1785, under a penalty. 

Ordered^ 'That it be an inflrudion to the faid committee 
to 4nfert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or billi, to oblige 
every perfon chargeable with the duty on carriages with four 
wheels^ and alfo on chaifes with two wheels, to return to the 
colle6lor of the diflridt where he or fhe (ball refide, a true ac- 
count of all coaches, berlins, chariots, calafhes and chaifes with 
four wheels, and chaifes with two wheels, kept by him or her^ 
under a penalty. 

Ordered, That it be an inftraftion to the faid committee 
to infert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or bills, to exempt 
from any duties thereby to be impofed, all bilh of exchange, 
accounts, bills of parcels, and all bills or notes, not feaied, 
for payment of money at fight, or upon demand, or at the end 
of certain days of payment. 

Ordered, That it be an inflru^ion to the faid committee to 
infert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or bills to exempt 
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from an J duties thereby to be impofed, the probate of any will 
or letters of .adminiftration of any common Teaman or fbldier, 
who iball be flain or die in his Majefty's fervice, a certificate 
being produced from the captain or commander of the (hip or 
veflcl, or captain or commanding officers of the troop or com- 
pany under whom lUch Teaman or Toldier Terved at the time 
of his death, and oath being made of the truth thereof before 
the proper judge or officer by whom Tuch probate or admini- 
ftration ought .to be granted, which oath Tuch judge or officer 
ihall be authorlTed and required to adminiiler, and for which 
no fee or . reward Ihall be taken. 

Ordered, That it be an inftru^ion to the Taid committee to 
inTert a clauTe or clauTes in the Taid bill or bills tp exempt from 
any duties upon ftamped vetlum, parchment or paper thereby 
to be imposed, any perTon or peribns that (hall be admitted 
to Tue or deTend in forma pauperis. To Tar as relates to the 
fuit in which he. or they (hall be To admitted to Tue or de- 
Tend. 

Ordered, That it be an inftrudlion tt) the Taid committee to 
inTert a claufe or clauTes in the Taid bill or bills to exempt 
from any duty thereby to be impoled, any warrant made by 
or recognizance taken before any juftice or juftices oTthe peace, 
or any proceedings which (ball relate to any trial of any com« 
inon foldier. 

Ordered, That it be an in(lrudion to the Taid committee to 
infert a clauTe or clauTes in the Taid bill or bills to exempt all 
indentures of apprentice(hip, where no apprentice fee (hall be 
given, or if any be given it (hall not exceed the Turn of 
lo/. from payment of more than 6d» duty for every Tuch in- 
denture. 

Ordered, That it be an inftrudion to the Taid committee to 
inTert a clauTe or clauTes in the Taid bill or bills ip exempt 
from any duties thereby to be impofed on pamphlets or newf- 
papers, all ads of parliament, proclamations, orders of council, 
forms of prayer and thankTgivings, and adls oT ftate which (hall 
be ordered by his Majefty, his heirs and Tucceflbrs, to be print- 
ed \ and all votes or other matters which are ox (hall be or- 
dered to be printed by either HouTe oT Parliament, and all books 
commonly uTed in any oTthe Tchools of Ireland, or books con- 
taining any matter of devotion or piety, and (ingle advertife- 
ments and daily accounts, or bills of goods imported and ex- 
ported, io as that tuch accounts or bills do contain no other 
matters than what have been uTually compriTed therein. 

Ordered, That it be an inftrudion to Taid. committee to 
inTert a clauTe or clauTes in the Taid bill or bills, that the Comp- 
troller or proper officer of the (lamp duties (hall certify, once 
in every week, to the Accountant General, the amount of (lamp 
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duties paid by the diflributera or other officers of the (bimps to 
the feveral collectors of inland excife, under a penalty : and that 
the collectors be made fubje6t for all fuch ftamp duties, fo by 
them received, to the fame mode of account, and the fame rew 
gulations and rules as they are or fliall be fubjedt to in refpeCl 
of any duties by them colIe6ted. 

Ordered,. That it be an inftruCtion to the faid committee to 
infert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or. bills, that a fam 
after the rate of 10,000/. a year, from the a 5 th day of Decem- 
ber, 1783, to the 25th day of March, 1785, fliall be paid to the 
truftees of the hempen and linen manufa^ure, out of the aids 
and duties granted this feUion of parliament, to be by them ap- 
plied in fuch manner as fhall appear to them mofl conducive to 
promote the linen and hempen manufactures; and that fo 
much of the produce of the duties on teas as (hall amount to 
the fum of 7300/. per annum, during faid time, fhall be placed 
to the account of his Majefty*s hereditary revenue. , 

Ordered, That it be an inflruCtion to the faid committee to 
infert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or bills, that all com- 
modities whatfoever, which (hall be imported into this kingdom 
from Scotland, (hall pay the fame cuftom, duty, and no more, 
as commodities of the fame nature imported from England are 
by law fubjeCt to pay. 

Ordered, That it be an inftru6tion to the faid committee to 
infert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or bills, that fo much 
of the feveral duties fpecified in the report of the committee 
of ways and means, to be granted in lieu of all other duties 
now payable on export or import of thofe commodities which 
thev are refpeCtively impofed on, as the hereditary duties of 
cuftom and import exciie on fuch commodities would amount 
to if they continued payable, (ball be placed to the account 
of his Majefty's hereditary revenue, except in refpedl of the 
duties on teas, touching which a fpecial proviiion is made. 

Ordered, That it be an inftruCtion to the faid committee to 
infert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or bills, that afepa- 
rate account be kept of all increafe of duties, aids and taxes 
which (hall or may accrue by means of the difcounts and al- 
lowances for prompt payment of the import excife, and allow- 
ance of 5/. per cent, on payment of cuftoms inwards ceafing 
to be made. 

Ordered, That it be an inftrudlion to the faid committee to in- 
fert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or bills, that the fum of 
2000/. granted laft fedion to the lord mayor, (herifFs, conmions and. 
citizens of the city of Dublin, towards carrying on the Ballaft- 
Oifice wall, and the fum of 1000/. granted this feffion for im- 
proving the harbour of the faid city, be paid to certain perfons to 
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be therein named, for making moorings in the faid harboifr^ or 
otherwife improving the fame. 

Ordered, That it be an inftni6lion to the faid committee to 
infert a claufe or ^.tlaufes in the faid bill or bills, that fuch iur* 
plus as there fhall be on the a 5th day of December, ij^^, of 
the duties heretofore granted for the payment of the intereft and 
principal of the loan, and payment of the- annuities, granted for 
the feveralfums of money borrowed purfuant to feveral a^ts of 
parliament, iball be laid out in the purchafe of loan d'ebentnres, 
or in paying premiums to fuch perfons as having any Treafury-- 
bills heretofore iffued in their polfefiion, ihall be willing to take 
debentures, carrying an intereft after the rate of 4/, per cent in 
exchange for the fame. 

Ordered, That it be an inftrudion to the faid committee to 
infert a claufe or claufes in the faid bill or bills» that the addi- ^ 
tional duty of 10^. a gallon for every gallon of aqua vitae, ftrong 
waters or fpirits made or diftilled witWn this kingdom fcr iale j 
the additional duty of 8i. per gallon on imported brandy, ftrong 
^vaters or fpirits perfe^ly made j the additional duty on fpreign 
fpirits above, the quality of fingl^ fpirits s the further additional 
duty of 10^, for every gallon of rum or other fpirits.of the growth 
and produce of his Majefty's fugar colonies .in America j the 
further additional duty of u. StJ. on all brandy, geneya or other 
fpirits imported, except fpirits of the growth and produce of his 
Majefly^s fugar colonies in America } and the additional duty 
of 6:/. per pack on cards, be applied, in the firft place, to 
pay an intereft at the rate of 4/, per centum per annum for 
iuch part of the feveral principal fums formerly borrowed, and 
carrying fuch intereft, as fhall remain unpaid on the 25th day 
of December, 1783; and, in the next pjace^,- towards payment 
of an annuity of 24,000/. a year to the governor and company 
of the Bank of Ireland ; and, in the next place, towards pay- . 
ing the annuities foir the feveral fums of 265,000'. and 175,000/, 
9.nd 300,000/, granted by feveral a6ls of pa^rliament heretofore 
pafled;, and, in the next place, towards payment of the ex-r 
pences which fliall or may be incurred by lending or remit- 
ting from time to time fu^h of the faid feveral annuities to the 
city of London as are or fhall be made payable there ; and, in 
the next place, towards payment of an mtereft, after the rate of 
4/. per centum pey annum for the debentures, amounting in th? 
whole to the fum of 315,000/. which have been iffued out of 
his ^4ajefty*s Treafury for the payment of the prizes of the Ict^ 
teries heretofore efcablifhed; and, in the next place, towards 
payment of an intereft, after the rate of 3^. by the day for 
.each 100/. for the feveral principal fums heretofore borrowed an4 
(iue upon Trealury-biils^ and whi^vh ^^^ remain unpaid on the 
;jjthday ofDe-Ciuber, 1763; ana, in tlie next place, toward;^ 
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payment of a like intereft on fuch Treafury-bills as (hall or may 
be iflued to the perfons who (hall fubfcribe any fum orfums, 
not exceeding in the whole the ium of 140,000/. which Ihall 
or mav be borrowed to pay off fuch Treafury-bills now out- 
ftanding as are to pafs current in the receipt of his Majefty*s 
revenue, on or immediately after the 24th day of June, 1784 i 
and, in the next place, towards payment of an intereft, not ex- 
ceeding 3^. by the day for each 100/. for fuch futher fum or 
fums of money, not exceeding in the whole the fum of 300,000'. 
as (ball or may be borrowed towards fupplying any deficiencies 
which have arifen or may arife in the aids granted for defraying 
the neceflary expences of government ; and that the furplus of the 
faid fluties be applied towards difcharging of the faid feveral fums 
due by DebentuTes or by Treafury-biUs as ihall be directed bj 
parliament. 

The Right Honourable Jo^n Fifter prefented to the Houfe, 
according to order, a bill for granting to his Majefty the feveral 
aids, duties, rates, impofitions and taxes therein particularly 
exprefled, to be applied to the payment of the intereft of the 
fums therein provided for, and towards the difcharge of thcfaid 
principal fums in fuch manner as therein is directed, and fcr 
liich other purpofes as are therein mentioned \ which was receiv-* 
edand read the firft time, and ordered to be read a fecond time 
to- morrow morning 



ThUxRsday, November, 20, 1783. 

Mr. Gardiner, — I came down this day to exprefs my warmeft 
acknowledgments to this Houfe, as well as to adminiftration, for 
the kind concern they have exprelfed for my (ituation, by keeping 
the committee of ways and means open for the purpofe of receiving, 
if the Houfe (hall judge it proper, a meafure which I mean ta 
bring forward, grounded. on the committee's report appointed to 
take into confideration the ftate of our manufadlures. 

I findit neceifary on this occafion, to acquaint fome friends 
to the meafure, who, out of a zeal for its fuccela, wi(hto have 
the duties we propoiie laying, introduced into one of the great 
money bills, that the duties now payable on thefe articles are 
not in the money bills, the forming part of the hereditary reve-» 
nue, and of courfc; the duties thaX we may now get laid, muft be 
in a bill by itfeif, to which bill, if it paffes the Houfes, I think 
no miniiier will dare adviie his Majefty to refufe the royal af- 
fent. As to this honourable Houle, 1 am convinced that this bu- 
finefs muft gain ground by delay, for every enquiry will ad4 
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ftrength to the reafons for its expediency. I therefore requeft m^ 
. Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Fofter j will adjourn the committee until 
Monday, 

There are folne miiconceptions of this budnefs gone abroad^ 
that I intended to include or connect a prohibition of the exporta- 
tion of the raw material with the duties I wi(h to guard our manu* 
fa^res with ; I do not mean to blend thofe objeds^ they muft 
form ieparate bills ; and for the prefcnt I ihall conBne myfelf to 
the import duties 6n fuch manufactures as we can make in this 
kingdom, on which fubjeft I have, for fome time paft, collected 
all the information in my power ; among others, I have read a 
number of pamphlets on the fubjedt, particularly one written by 
a Mr. Fofter, Chaplain to the Dowager Countefs of Northington^ 
which contains fuch convincing arguments on the necelllty there 
is to lay on thefe duties, that any man muft be of his opinion. 

In what I propofe, I am very far from having any idea of 
prohibitory duties, I only want reftridtive ones, and them only on 
fuch articles as can be manufactured here, as I before mentioned. 

I think it proper to advert tofomewhat that happened a few days 
, fince, I mean the conduct of people out of doors, who filled the 
avenues of this Houfe, as if to intimidate its members : I have 
always been fupporter of the dignity of the Houfe — I fent 
to them, and declared what I now do, that if fuch improper 
conduct is perfifted in, I have done with the bufinefs. I have^ 
however, the pleafure to find, that the matter manufacturers have 
entered ir.to very ftrong refolutions on this fubjeCt, for pi-eventing 
a repetition of fuch unwarrantable behaviour. 

Mr, Hartley informed the Houfe, that a great number of wea-* 
vers had waited on him, and aiTured him the violence complained 
of did not proceed from them, but gave him to underttand, that 
they were i'ct on by perfons enemies to the meafure in queftion | 
he advifed them to carry themfelves in a quiet peaceable manner^ 
and parliament would do every thing in their power to fervc 
them. 

Mr. Gardiner prefented a petition from the white cotton manu- 
facturers. 

Referred to the committee to enquire into the ftate of the trade 
of this kingdom. 

Sir Jo6n Blaquiere moved, that the petition from the working 
filk weavers, now lying on the table, be referred to faid com- 
mittee. — Referred accordingly. 

Mr. Hartley prefented a petition from the fail -cloth manufac- 
turers of the city of Dublin, praying to be put on an equalizing 
footing. — Referred to the committee of trade. 

Mr. Green moved for leave to bring in a bill for regulating the 
tolls and cufloms of cities and towns corporate. He faid, the 
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the exa<^ons pra6lifed in the prefent mode of claiming the tolls 
demanded a fcrious inveftigation. That a woman coming to 
town with three eggs, the toll-gatherer demaT;ided one, Ihe re- 
fufing, he broke the three. Many other infta ces ofoppreflion, 
he faid, could be adduced. 

Sir Richard Mujgra^e faid, that a ton of coals which cod 303. 
paid, on being taken into forae cities, 43. for the toll. He alfo 
faid, there were great oppreflions in collecting tolls. 

The Pro'vofi ikid, this was a delicate affair, and hoped gentle- 
men in the progreft of the bill, would give full time for gentle- 
men to turn it in their thoughts. 

Mr. Hartley remarked, that to bring in a bill to regulate the. 
tollsof the whole kingdom, would militate againft fome corpo- 
rations which had charters ; and corpiorations on many occafions- 
had proved fhemfelyes the bulwarkof the liberties of the people. 

Sir Edivard Nnvenham faid, that his wifh was to prefer ve the 
trade of Ireland ; that he had on a former day, mentioned Ire- 
land's not being included in the commercial treaty with the 
United States; that the Secretary, who had behaved with the 
greateft candour, was now in his place, and he requefled to know 
from hini, whether \f: U^d heard any thing farther relative to 
Ireland's beirig named in that treaty. 

Mr. Peiham tjianked the Hon. Knight for his candid manner in 
agitating this butinefs, but ufTured him, that nothing material 
had, as yet, come to his knowledge relative to that trade. He 
faid, that he was a friend to the trade of Ireland. 

Sir Ednvard Newenham obferved, that he never mskde an aifer- 
tion in that IJoufe, which was not grounded On indifputable evi- 
dence ; that he believed the Secretary's intentions were friendly 
to the trade of Ireland, but infifled that Ireland had a right to 
fupport 'her own trade againft Englifh factors and jobbers j there- 
fore he would move the Houfe on a future day, for an addrefs to 
his Majefty to enter into a treaty with the United States.of Ame- 
rica, for the kingdom of Ireland. Sir Ed^juard then ftated feveral 
inftances of diftrefs experienced by Jnth fubjedts on the continent, 
for want of confuls or niinifters on the part of Ireland, and which, 
he faid, he would (hew parliament the neceflity of. 

The Proi^oft rofe to propofe to the Houfe the neceflity of hav^ 
Migthofe profeflbrfeipa'inrtitutcd by Sir Patrick Dunn, reeved. 
He (kid, the advantages of having public fchools and lectures 
for young gentlemen intended for the profeflions of anatomy, chy- 
miftry, and phyiic, were fo apparent, that he need not expatiate 
on their utility. In 1747, there was an a6l to eftablilh three 
profefforlhips ; but the law wasfo defective it was not carried into. 
execution. The college of phyficians appointed fix profefTor- 
O 
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(hip^. The great abilities of Sir Nathaniel Barry, Dr. Cleghom, 
And Dr. Perceval were well knovm. The late Dr. Barfeor wa» 
efteemed an ornament to the faculty . To eftabliih a phyiical 
fchool in this kingdom might be done at the expence of 300/. per 
year ;' which he did not confider as any thing when put in com-' 
petition with the great objed in view. He apprehended it Ihould 
not be confined to any religion, or to rejedt foreigners. He faid, 
there was no occalion to ereft a new building, for that a houfe 
could be taken for the purpofe, in which there might be a public 
room. 

Mr. Brsvjne, — There are now profefTors exifting in the college, 
and the lectures in the fciences of anatomy, chymiftry, &c. are 
well attended. 

The Ptouoft moved to revive the profeflbrfliips eftabliihed 
by Sir Patrick Dunn ; and that a committee be appointed to 
enquire into fhe flare of the public fchools of this kingdom, 

Mr. Browne moved that the college might be at liberty to lay 
plans before the committee, and hoped that if any part of the pro- 
pofition made by the Right Hon. Gentleman, ihould militate 
againft any foundation in the univerlity, they might be permitted 
to objedt to it. — A committee was appointed. 

The Pr(n)oft then prefented a petition from the trufteea under 
the will of Sir Patrick Dunn. — Referred to faid committee. 

Helikewife rnoved^ that a committee be appointed. 

Sir Henry Cafvendijb faid, he had given notice fome time agOf 
he would move on this day fgr an addrefs to his Majefty, that 
he woald be gracioufly pleafed to fill up the vacancies in our 
courts of juftice, bccafioned by the death of the late Chief Baron 
of the Exchequer, and of one of the judges of the court of com- 
mon pleas, fie faid, tJiat at a time which required the greateft 
attendance in, the courts, and when it was the common talk of 
every company, that there were to be twelve judges, and that 
the Houfe of Lords had addrefled his Majeily on that head, and 
only feven doing the bufineis, he could not account for fuch 
negledt ; he then moved his addrefs. 

Secretary Felham affured the Houfe, he would always take 
pleafure in giving every polfible information. As to filling 
lip the vacailt ofHces, no inflrudUons are as yet come on that 
head % but the addrels from the Houfe of Lords to his Majefty 
has been tranfmitted. 

The Provoft was convinced that the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
w:ho had moved this addrefs. Had done it for the public good, 
and with the befl of motives ; he hoped, however, he would not 
prefs it at this time, when the very meafure Was perhaps agreed 
on: the melancholy event of the death of the two judges waa 
greatly to be lamented i but is thefe any complaint of a delay 
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oflxufiners in the courts ? He had heard none. In his opinion, 
ehii addrefs would be conceiving an indired imputation on the 
gentlemen who now fo very worthily fill the bench. He faid, 
that on the death of the late Lord Chancellor^ a fimilar motion 
was made in chat Houfe by a Right Honourable Gentleman, but 
it was then, as I hope it will be now, declared improper for 
parliament to interfere ; he would therefore vote againft it. — The 
quedion was put and negatived. 

Read the bill of fupply — Ordered to be read a fecond time to- 
morrow. 



Frid^ay, November 21, 1783. 

The Clerk called over the names of the members, in order to 
ballot for a committee to try the Athboy petition, when the 
following gentlemen were cbofen and fworn : 



John Wolfe, Efq;^ 
Peter Latouche, ECqi 
Robert Dillon, Efq; ^ 
A. Montgomery, Efq; 
Hon. H. Skeffington, 
Sir James May, Bart. 
H. Coddington, £fqs 



Arthur French, Efq; 
Godfrey Greer, Efq; 
N. Colthurft, Efq; 
Simon Digby, Efq; 
Capt. L. Tottenham, 
Gen. Cunningham, 
W. Montgomery, Efq; 
Lord C. Fitzgeralc*, 

Hon. JchfT Burke obferved» that Tuefday was fixed upon by 
an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Molyneux) for bringing forward a mo* 
tion tefpe^ng a tax upon abfentees ; on which day there was ano- 
ther objed ofdifcuffion, befides a ball at the caftle*: He there- 
fore requeued him to poftpone it to fome other day. 

Mr. Molyneux readily agreed to defer his motion to Wednefday. 

Mr. CHara gave notice, that he would on Monday make * 
motion, demon^rative that this kingdom maintained the aug* 
mented eftablilhment of her army, not from the neCeifity of he' 
own affairs, but from "affedion to Great Britain, and in orde^ 
to give that country every poOible fupport and alTiihnce. 

The Houfe in a committee, Mr. Fofterin the chair. 
Read the firfl money bill a fecond tiipe. 

Mr. Fofter reported, and the third reading was apolntedfor 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Cuffe moved, that lifts be laid before the Houfe of the 
voters of the city of Cork.— Ordered accordingly. 

O z 
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Mr. Hartley prefented a petition it-am. the commifnQnen of 
tlie inland navigation^ for aid to make p^rtofthe River Shannon 
navigable,' 

Mr. Fofter moved, that inftni^tions be given to the committee 
of ways and means, to infert a claufe for an allowance on the tare 
of hops imported. — Ordered accordingly. 

Mr'. Fojier obferved, that tt" was a matter of great importance 
that the liberal grants of parliament for improving and carrying 
on works and manu&dturesy ibould be applied to thofe purpofes, 
onlv, as otherwife they became an injury to the public, being 
railed by taxetf upon the rndufhious, and often fquandered by 
the prodigal/ or hoafded l»y -ife- g v a ii c ie u s , -to- -remedy this in 
future, he faid, ftould be his carey and as a beginning he moved, 
•* that whereas the fum of 2000/. had been granted to Thomas 
Smith, of Balbriggen, in the county of Dublin, cotton manufac- 
turer, for the purpofe of carrying on certain works, by him 
mentioned in a petition to the Houfe, the faid . fum of 2000/. 
fliould not be paid unto him, till he (hall enter into recognizance 
in his Majefiy's court of exchequery himfelf in 2000/. and two 
fureties in 1000/. cachy for the due expenditure of that money, 
in completing the work aibrefaidy according to .the tenor of his 
own petition. — ^Agreed to unanimoufly. 

Mr. Hartley faidy that the cot'poration of weavers of the city 
of Dublin^ anxious to appear to parliament, as they really were^ 
the eneinies of riot and dilcorder, and having the fulleft reliance 
that elFeftual care would be taken by the Houfe to relieve the 
diftrefiesof the working people; had requeued him (Mr. Hartley,) 

• as one of the cit^ reprelentatives, to lay before the Ho-ufe their 
fenttments,: wiiich they had expreifed in fome refolutions. Mr. 
Hartley tfaea read, the refolutions, which were drawn up with 
much propriety, advifing the working, people to avoid all riotous 

. and tumultuous aiTemblings, to rely upon the wifdom and good' 
nefs of parliamenty which was feriouOy engaged in conlidering 
their dift^fres,.and the means of procuring them employment ; and 
afRiring them that nothing could frufbate and ckfeat the good 
intentions of their friends, but diforderly proceedings. 

Mr. Holmes movedj^- that the proper officer do lay before the 
Houfe, an account of the number of brewerifes in the kingdomy 
and the amount oftheexcife paid by the brewers. — Ordered. 

Mr. Hartley movedy that it be an ihftniftion to the comiiiittee 
t>f trade to regulate the exportation of rabbit fur. — Ordered. 

Houfe in a committee,^ — ^Mr.' Fofter in the chair. 
Went through the reading of the fecond money bill;- para^aph 
by paragraph.r-Agrecd ta the fame.- 
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Read alfo the fecond time, the bill of ftamp duties. — Agreecl to. 
the fame. 
Mr. Fofter reported both bills. 



Saturday, November 22, 17^3. 

Lord Deluin moved for leave to bring in a bill, to enable Lord 
Louth to raife 6000 '. on his eftates. — Granted. 

Mr. Fofter prefcntcd the loan bill, which, he faid, had two 
principal obje&s j the firft, to borrow the fum of 300,000/; and 
the fecond, for application of 100,000/. furplus of the appropri- 
ated duties. — The bill propofed borrowing the money by ex- 
chequer bills, by ilTuing debentures, and by one or more lotteries, 
and applying the furplus of the appropriated duties, to the pri- 
vate purchafe of debentures, by which expedient near 110,000/. 
might be got in, to the great relief of the nation. 

Sir Henry Ca*vendijb faid, this private porchafing of debentures, 
though no doubt a good fcheme, did not anfwer his idea of a 
finking fund. 

~ Sir Francis Hutchinfon dtclzxtd he had ftrong objections to the 
railing of money by lotteries : They induced a fpirit of gaming', 
among the lower ranks of people, highly detrimental to their 
morals. 

Mr. Fofter, in anfwer to this objedlion, faid, the fchettic of a 
finking fund had been found ineffedtual in another country for 
leffening the national debt ; and added, that he was no friend to 
lotteries, but as lottery gambling was carried on at prefent, when 
we had no lottery in the kingdom, and would probably conrinue 
fo, we might aa well gamble with a lottery of our own 5 and 
that it was the retdieft way to provide for 140,000/. to make good 
the treafury bills now coming into a courfe of payment. 

Mr. Kearney &id, his objedion lay alike againft all lotteries, 
whether of this country or any other, and wilhed they might be 
precluded. 

Mr. Molyneux, — Sir, when I bring forward my promifed mo- 
tion for an augmentation of the falary of his Excellency the L6rd 
Deutenant, give me leave to fay, that if I did not think that 
fnch anincreafe of falary as I fhall propofe was abfolutely ne- 
ceflhry for the honour and dignity of the kingdom, I Ihould not 
fo far deviate from my principles of ceconomy, as to propofe 
fuch an addidon to the national expeilces. There are cafes where 
ceconomy becomes- penury : I have no attachment to the prefent 
Lord Lieutenant, but if 22 years ago the prefent flipend was 
thought a juft one^'it furely caftnot be fo at this time, when 
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almoft every ncccflary of life is enhanced, and luxuries are fo in- 
creafed ; at the period I mentioned, the Chief Grovemors were 
not conftant refidents as now, and the vafl additional expence 
the annual feflions muft induce, urges the necefHty of increafing 
this flipend^ I hope, therefore, no falfc delicacy or affcftation 
©f ceconomy from the other fide of the Houfe will make gentle- 
men oppofe the motion, which is, ** That an humble addrefs 
be prefented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenaot, that he will 
pleafe to tranfmit to his Majefly the fenfe of this Houle, that the 
prefentfalary of the Lord Lieutenant of this kingdom is inade- 
quate to the expence, and praying that his Majefty will be moft 
gracioufly pleated toraife the fame to 20,000/. a year." 

Mr. Daniel Toler ieconded the motion, and afcer pointing out 
fome further motives from the circumftances of the nation in 1758,- 
to the prefent time, faid he was not induced to adopt this mea* 
fare by any hope offavour or emolument from the prefent Lord 
Lieutenant or any other, as he declared, that while he fat in the- 
Houfe he would never feek or accept of any place. 

The Auf^ney General faid, that he had the honour of a com- 
munication with his Excellency on the fubjeft of the motion made 
by the Honourable Member, which it was his duty to flate to 
the Houfe ; that the refult of that communication was a decided 
refolutipn, on the part fof his Excellency, to refufc an aug- 
mentation of thefalary annexed to his office, fo far as he thought 
himfclf at liberty to deliver his own opinion, or exercife hjs own 
judgment on the fubje6t; tliat this refolution had been formed by 
his Excellency on this ground, that though he found the appoint- 
ment, considered in itielf, to be inadequate to the fituation, 
he had no idea that the private fortune of any nobleman who 
ihould be advanced to the office in which his Majefly had been 
pleafed to place him, fhould not in fome meafure contribute to 
the expence ; but that circumftanced as he was, he would neither 
accept or refufe without having a previous communication with 
his Majefty ; and xn ordfer to that communication with his Majedy, 
1^^ Attorney General mowed, that the confideraiion of the fubjetl 
fhould be poftponed to Monday fortnight. 

Mr. Mofyneux.T-When I made this motion, I ftood fingly in 
propofing it. Wy reafon for bringing forward an addrefs to his 
Majeftv, for an augmentation to the falary of the Lord Lieute- 
nant of 4000/ per ann. was in order to have the dignity of that 
important (iation fupported, in a manner that would add credit and 
honour to a free nation. We are not now that country we for- 
merly were j we are a free people, a new and a commercial people. 
The reprefentative of Majelty, in a free country, fhould be main- 
tained with a fplendor and dignity becoming fuch a ftation. It is 
for the purpofe of fupporting the office in a proper manner, that 
I move for this addrels — it is not for the man. 1 have no perlo- 
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nal regards for the prefent fiobleman, who fills the honourable 
office of Lord Lieutenant with Co much reputation^ as could 
in the leail induce me to make this motion t no perfonal al- 
lufion actuated my condu^ ; my motive is, that the office (hould ' 
be maintained with fuitable dignit]^. • It has been fuggefted by a 
Right Hon. Gentleman, that Englifh noblemen may come over 
here to fill that flation, who may be obliged (as has in Tome 
tnftances been the cafe) to appropriate part of their fortunes in 
fupporting the place of Viceroy in Ireland. I difclaim the idea 
of a nobleman of Great Britain being under the neceflity of fpend- 
ing any part of his own fortune in fupporting the dignity of a 
Lord Lieutenant. I put the prefent Lord Lieutenant out of the 
queflion, I only look to the office itfelf. If there was any doubt of 
the propriety of this mcafure, the Right Honourable Gentleman 
has obviated them ; he acknowledges the inadequacy of the falary 
of the Chief Governor. I fhall oppofe the motion to put off the 
confideration of this meafure. If it is necefTary to be done, let 
gentlemen join their fentiments with me, and let it be coaiidered 
now. 

Right Hon. the Pro^. — I hope that there will be no divifion 
on this fubjed. I remember, during the adminiftration of Lord 
Halifax, there was an addrefs prefented to his Majefty, to aug- 
ment the ^ary of the Lord Lieutenant from 12,000/* to 16,000/. 
per year. On the motion for the addrefs being made in this 
Houfe, it was refolved, that on a lubjed of this magnitude, the 
Lord Lieutenant (hould have time to confider of it. I am decid- 
edly of opinion tojgive the Chief Governor a fortnight's time 
to confider of this fubjecl, and to communicate it to his Majefty. 
I hope we ihall meet the queftion in a manner the importance of 
it deferves, and that we Ihall gratify the Lord Lieutenant, in 
complying with his requeft of poftponing this fubj^d for a fort- 
night. 

Mr. Lodge Morres faid, that the exceeding handfome and difin* 
terefted manner in which his Excellency had been pleafed to ex- 
prefs himfelf through the Right Hon. Gentleman, although it 
might not be a fufficient reafon with the Hon. Gentleman who 
confidered himfelf as moving a general refolution refpefting no 
particular adminiftration or Lord Lieutenant, yet certainly the 
communication through the Attorney Genei-al was fuch as fltould 
weigh with him in point of delicacy, not to embarrafa a noble- 
man whole ideas were as enlarged as his fituation, and whofe wiih 
was to acquaint his Majefty, before the Houfe came to any refolu- 
tion upon the fubjedl refpefting his reprelentative in this kingdom ; 
but tnat if the Hon. Gentleman thought proper, notwithftandmg, to 
perfift in his motion, he could not deny his alfent to a refolution, 
the juftnefs of which would meet unanimous approbation, if ic 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



too PARLIAMENTARY 

had not been for (he very great and fenfible delicacy of his Ex^ 
cellency. 

Sir Henry Cavendijb, — The condud of gentlemen on the other 
fi^e of the Houfe, refembles that of a young woman, who is 
afked to fix her wedding-day. She puts it o(Fv/ith a little coquet- 
ry, hoping by that means to have it a little fooner forced on 
her. 

Miniflry, in the f^me manner, half refufe the favour intended 
to the Lord Lieutenant, or at leaft plead to put it off. 1 will not 
be the violent lover in the prefent cafe. I will take them at their 
words. I will allow the fortnight they dcilre ; and this, the 
rather, as there has been no account of the Lord Lieutenant's 
cxpences laid before the Houfe. 

In England, whenever an application is made to the Houfe 
for an increafe of the civil lift eftablifliment, the expences of that 
cftablifliment are laid before the HoUfe, to prove that the aug- 
mentation required is abfolutely neceffary. . 1 am not fufficiently 
informed that it is abfolutely necelTary to increafe the falary of 
our Chief Governor. In the time of Lord Halifax, there ufed to 
be Lords Juftjces 5 to' maintain the dignity of t;heir ftation an 
increafe of falary w^s neceffary at that time, huf it is not fo now i 
wc have not had any Lords Juftices for fome yefara paft. As to 
the prefent Lord Lieutenant, it is not intended to have a reference 
to him, as he has a good office in England of 7000/. per year. 
He fays, he wiihes it may not be coufidered with refped to 
himfelf. 

The Attorney Gettfnah — As to the coquetry of which the Right 
Hon. Baronet has fpoken, it is merely from his own feelings. 
If he were in our fituation, he feels he fliould play the coquette^ 
afnd he therefore attributes his feelings to us : But his Excellency 
has given a decided opinion without refervation, that he will not 
himielf accept of any augmentation of his falary. As to his fuc- 
ceffors Handing the'fubftitute of Majefty, he does not think him-' 
fclf competent to decide without his Majefty's commands. 
- ^it kicbard Mujgra^e, — rThe motion has a very quellionable 
appearance, in coming from the Hon. Gentleman who makes it. 
.^ — A few nights ago he was a Ilrenuous advocate for retrench- 
ment itt the military eftablifhment, contrary t? the wifhes of this 
Houfe, as that eilabliihment vvas fupported by a large and dig- 
nified rhajority of it 5 befides, it w^s a debt of gratitude due from 
this nation to England. He 'faid, he would analife the two na- 
tions, in order to (hew the Hon. Gentleman's confiftency ; for 
coniiftency would give weight to his arguments. He urged 
ceconomy in the military eftablifhment yer^, mUch, contrary to 
the wiihes of the Houfe, and now he is guilty cf wanton prodi- 
gality in encreafiQg the expence, of the civil eftablifhment: He 
iaid, v^anton prodigality, becaufe the motion came merely from 
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himfelf, and therefore was wanton •, but if it was not, he fuppof- 
ed it came from foi&e private hint, and that there was Tome lecret 
underftanding in the bufinefs ; if fo, he congratulated his coun- 
try on having the afllfhuice of a gentleman of fuch.diflinguifhed 
abilities. 

Mr. Molyneux.-^hn Hon. Gentleman has mentioned, that one 
day I vote for an increafe of falary, and at another day for re- 
trenchments. I have no idea of uniform oppofition in order to 
pay a kind of compliment in going over to adminiflration. I 
will refufe every expence wh^re it is to fupport a wrong meafure } 
but the dignity of the nation is concerned that a proper grovifion 
be made to fupport the office of our Viceroy. — But the gentle- 
man has given reafons from his own feelings \ he hasfpoken as 
he would aft ; and his fpeech looks like a kind of envy that I have 
gotten the lead — as it were the ftart of him — but I will with plea-* 
fure yield the way to him, for I declare upon my honour, tha( 
felf was never in my cqnfideratipn* 

Mr. T, BttrgL — I cannot conceive the neceffity of poftponing 
the addrefs. Is it that a private letter may be written to his 
Majefty to know whether he will accept a public letter ? ' ■ ■■ T he 
addrefs of the Commons of Ireland— No — the Commons are for 
themfelves the beft judges of, the queftion, and to their deter- 
mination it ought to be left* 

Mr. Daly, — I think we ihoulcl take the fenfe of the Houfe on 
this fubjeftnow; for, if on its being communicated to his Majefty^ 
)ie ihottld be agreeable to it, and we afterwards fliould not pafs it^ 
we fhould be difagreeably (ituated. 

Mr. St, George. — If this motion is to be negativ^, let it be 
pegatived now. At a future tiim we may not have fuch an £ng!- 
liih nobleman of great abilities as a Lord Lieutenant, as 
might chufe to fpend his own private property in fupporting the 
dignity of this nation. I fhail vote that the addrefs J^ difpofed 
of now. 

Attorney General, — If the Houfe agrees, I fhall drop my motion 
of deferring the queftion, and enter upon the queftion of tha ad- 
drefs itfelf : Let me too take leave to obferve, that when I deli- 
vered his Excellency's meiTage,.! did notfpeak my own private 
opinion, for were I to fpeak my own private opinion, I declare 
1 think the appointment of the Lord Lieuten4nt much too fmalL 
The lapfe of many years has render^ it inadequate. 

Sir Eihjuard Newenham faid, he could not confent to the Right 
Hon. Gentleman's withdrawing his motion ; for as he (Mr. Yel- 
verton) declared that it was the wiih of the Lord Lieutenant tiy 
poftpone it, he could not believe the mover would in an inftai^ 
change his opinion fo contradi^ory to his OMfn wqrds. 
•\ The fenfe of the Houfe appearing in favour of the Attorney 
General's withdrawing his motion^ - 
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Sir Edward Newenbam faid, that iince the Hou(e was content, 
he mud agree, but he declared, as prodigality was theconfequence 
offuch grants, he would, iihe was the ^in^t negative, divide 
the Houfe upon it ; that meafures, not men, ruled his condu^. 
The Houfe divided. 

On the queftion being put, whether the Houfe do agree to 
addrefs his Majefty, 

Ayes, 77 

Noes, — — ■ ■ 54 

Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Molyneux, and Mr. Burgh. 

Tellers for the noes. Sir Henry Cavendifli and Sir Edward 
"Newenham. 

Sir Henry Ccmendijb dated a doubt whether ^qtlemen in the 
cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms had a ri?ht to vote. 

It feemed to be the opinion of the Houie and of the Speaker, 
that every member prefent at a debate had a n'^t to vote. 

Sir John Bhquiere faid, that the falary of the Secretary of the 
Lord Lieutenant was totally inadequate to fupport the ezpences 
attending that fituation t that he had been in that ftation him* 
felf, and if it had not been for the indulgence of that Houfe he 
(hould have been out of pocket. That the duties of that fta* . 
tton were extenfive, and required great abilities and afliduity. He 
could wifh that men of ability and of connexion in a neigh<- 
bouring kingdom ihould be appointed to that ftation, and 
that gentlemen who had filled the office might not be under 
the neceflity to accept of places, the falartes of which they 
fpent out of this kingdom. He then continued —I move 
that an humble addrels be prelented to hrs Excellency the 
-Lord Lieutenant, requeuing that the fenle of this Houfe be laid 
before his Maje(ly, that the falary of the Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant ihould have an augmentation of 2 $00/, per year* 

Mr. T. Bursrh.'^From 1758 to 1783 the falary has only beem 
2500/. per year, and fome accidental fees. Feeling it there* 
fore too little for the flation, I (ktall fecond the motion. 

Sir Edward Newenham expreifed his furprlze at a motion of 
fuch confeqaence bein^ made, without full notice of it, that 
gentlemen might have time to ti|rn it in their thoughts — are we to 
m here voting away the treafure of the nation ? Gentlemen who 
are taken bylurpriie, are not aware that we are laying the foun» 
dation for a large arrear, and coniequently new taxes for the 
nextfeffions ofparliament : Secretaries have been well provided ' 
for by jobbing douceurs or lucrative fmecure employments ; we 
are lent here to do the national buiinefs, and not to aggrandize 
individuals; for his part He protelled (on behalf of thole whom 
he reprefented) in full parliament, againft fuch profufion of the 
public money \ 'the public were deceived; they heard a talk or 
profeiHon of cecoiiomy, but parliament acted with an alaixnii^ 
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degtet of prodigality } he obferved, chat fuch a motion ought to 
be duly confidered i he fuppofed they would next aik fala* 
ries for the private fecretanes, the coachman^ the cook^ and 
the Caftle fcullion boys. 

jiuofney General— -Tim motion 11 to prevent fecretaries from 
obtaining patent places. This has been the cafe wrththofe 
who now enjoy the place of mafter of the rolls, the chan** 
celior of the exchequer, clerk of the hanaper, the clerk of 
the council, and the vice->treafurers, who all fpend their incomes 
out of the kingdom. There is bat one exception ; (alluding to 
Sir- John Blaquiere) he was fecretary to i. late Lord Lieutenant, 
he has obtained an honourable employment from the bounty of 
his fovereign, the whole income of which he expends ei^tirely in 
this kingdom, and is now become a citizen here. Tbe place of 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant (bould bp the obje^ of the ho* 
nourable an^bition of perfons of rank in their own country, of per- 
fonal credit and influence ; of fuch credit as may influence the 
meafures of the miniftry of Great Britain. 

Mr. Alexander Mentg$mery, — We are voting away the purfe of 
the nation to increafe the falaries of the Lord Lieutenant and his 
Secretary. — I beg gentlemen to confidcr what the Secretaries of 
the Lord Lieutenant have had : One Lord Lieutenant's Secretary 
has had a houfe in the park worth co,ooo/. I think the Secreta* 
. ries (hould fupport one another. If the prefent Lord Lieutenant's 
Secretary keeps his prbmifes with us; I think he woud deferve 
it better than any one elfe. ; 

Sir Henry Ca^endijh, — The Right Hon, Gentleman will keep 
his promifes if gentlemen will let him. Gentlemen may vote away 
30,000/. or 40,000/. at a time. You have increafed the falary 
of the Lord Lieutenant, and now you are alked to increafe the 
falary of the SecTetary 2500/. per year. The Houfe ought to 
have time to confider this motion. It is not the perfon I al- 
lude to — it is the office. It has been mentioned that the vice- 
treafurers fpend their income^ out of this kingdom % but I know 
one vice-(reafurer (alluding, it is fuppofed, to Mr. Flood) 
who, if he had continui^d in that office, would have ipent its 
income in this country. 

Mr. Cuffe, — The expences of the Secretary have very much 
increafed. 

Mr. Parfons obferved, that the Lord Lieutenant and his Secre- 
tary were like the biihops of old, who ufed to cry on their pro- 
motions, Noh Epifcopari. 

Mr. Kearney was alfo againft it. 

Hon. IVeJley Pole moved the increafe might be only 1500/. 

Sir Henry Ca^enc/t/b (aid, I am againft this unceaiing prodiga- 
fity of the. public money ; our maiiufadurers are ftarving ; raciier 
give this enormous fum in bounties, than pamper the rich; feed 
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the hungry and the ftarving before you doubly cloath the rich— - 
ceconomy was promifed^ but prodigality is daily praCfcifed— - 
there mu& be «i\end of it^— the nafioft finks under it, and' debt 
muil accumulate. 

Mr. Corry* — I rife to exprefs my difapprobation of granting 
additiotul falaries, more efpecially when deconomy was recom-' 
fiiended in the fpeech ; but that oeconomy was refpeding the 
Genevans. 

Sir John , Biaqitiere, — ^I would be willing to mal^ my .motion 
agreeable to the Houfe ; 1 move, that infteadof 2500/. per year, 
it be amende4 to 2000/. per year, 

T'he queftion Was put, whether the amendment of the y^ords 
1500/. per year, do uand a part of his motion ? 

Ayes, -^ — ■ " ai- 

Noes, ' 86 

The qoeftion being put on the original motion, with the 
amendment of zoooL per year. 

Ayes, •— ^ — - 71 

Noes, •— — 28 

. Sir John Blaquiere prefented a petition from the filk manufac- 
turers of the city of Dublin. 

Order of the day for going into the ^eads of a bill for laying 
additional duties on wiiie, hides, tallow, &c. — Deferred ta 
Monday. 

Ordered alfo, the third reading of the aft for granting to his 
Majeily, bis heirs and fucceflbrs, feverai duties on (lamped 
vellum, parchment, and paper, be on Monday. — 



Monday, November 24, 1783. 

The following gentlemen were, by ballot, chofen to be a 
committee to try the merits of the petition, complaining of an 
undue ek^on anil return for the city of Cork : 



Nicholas Weftby, Efqs 
Hon. Chas. Skeffiington, 
William Todd Jones, Efq; 
Alex. Crookfliank, Efqj 
" Hon. James Browne, 
Sir John Browne, 
Samuel Hayes, Efq; 
Cha-. Powell Leflie, Efq; 

Mr. Gardiner made feverai motions for papers relative to 
the exportation of manufactures |. which ^w^re ordered. <> ' 



Hon. Deb. Browne, 

Hon. Edw. Ward, 

George Rofs, Efq; 

Chas. Cuthbert, Efq; 

T. Burgh, (of Athboy) Efq; 

Crom. Price, Efq; 

Marcus Beresford, Efq; 
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Mi. Hartley faid he had a petition to prefent ofth^ utmoft 
confequente to this kingdom^ which he ihould preface by olv 
ferving, that during the late war an a£l had paiTed in £Agland^ 
fufpending a part of the a£t of navigation, by admitting the entry <^ 
tobaccos from neutral places, but as Ireland wai notconfidered 
in that light, the importation of tobaccos from this cotmtrj 
to Great Britain, was confequently' prohibit) fo that our 
merchants, are precluded from fending a fingle hogihead to 
England, while the merchants .of that kingdom, when they 
have more tobacco than they can readily feli» may pour ia 
as much as they pleafe into Ireland, to the ruin and deiiruo- 
tion of the American and Weft India trade, wc iiave fo dearly 
purchafed. He therefore offered a petition from the nierchants 
conftituting the Council of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Pelham faid, that a petition from the merchants, of Dub- 
lin ought to meet with every refpe^tt but the navigation ' a^ 
was a very old law, and had been adopted by Ireland. 

Mr. /so^rr— Whenever this queflion comes to be debated, T 
will (hew. that it is one of the moft important tha/t can come 
before the Hpufe; it is no lefs than '* whether we (ball take 
*^ advantage of our national fituation or not ?^' It is a queftion 
that deferves our utmoft attention^ and I am happy to fee it fo 
refpeftably brought forward as by the Hon. Gentleman who re- 
prefents the city of Dublin. The navigation a^ prohibits fhe 
importation of goods into Great^Britain or Ireland, from any 
place but the place of their growth ; and by the late qualificatioB 
of that a6l, they were allowed to be imported from neutral places. 
Ireland is not a neutral place, but a nation in (hideft amity, and , 
is therefore excluded from the benefit of this trade, at the fame 
time England may fend thefe goods hither : now, in my opini- 
on^ ' the two countries (hould ftand on the fame footing, and it 
requires no new law to regulate this bufinefs, it only requires 
that the old law (hould be conftrued in the fame manner in both 
nations j for if Britain will not receive thefe goods from Ireland, 
neither fliould Ireland receive them from Britain. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon — I hope the ftyle of this petition will be chan- 
ged, as I would give all due confideration to a queftion of this 
magnitude, but cannot confent to receive a petition from a body 
of men ftylingthemfelves — ^a council of a chamber of commerce-^ 
a title utterly unknown to the houfe, either as a chartered. Or « 
corporate body^ and therefore howfoever refpedable the petiti- 
oners, this Houfe can take no cognizance of the petition. 

Mr. Hujfey-^lt was but laft week that the Houfe received a p^ 
tition under this very title. 

Attorney General — It was not received without objedion : I 
did obje£t to it, though too late, for the queftion had been de-* 
cided to receive i t.r j 
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Mr. Befvs/wd^A have great refpefl for the merchant8,^who, I 
mm told, fonn what is called the chamber of commerce ; but this 
Houie cannot recognize a body unknown to law ; nor indeed have 
|he merchants any caufe to complain on this account^ as they 
may come before us with a title much fuperior to that which they 
have aflumed-^diey may come as the guild of merchants of the 
citv of Dublin, or as individual merchants. 

VIt, HttJfeyj-^Thty do come before' us as merchants ; the title 
of the petition is that ** of merchants c»mpofittg the chamber of 
commerce." It is the undoubted and unalienable right of the 
fubjedl to petition parliament^ and on a queftion of trade. It is 
highly indecent to reject the petition of a mod refpe^able body 
otmerchants, even if it was deficient in point of ftyle, which does 
not appear to be the prefent cafe. 

Mr. fitzgi^^M^^l muft ftill obje6l to receiving or reading this 
petition until the title of it fliall be altered. The Hon. Gentleman , 
lays, compofing the chamber of commerce, that is, the very 
thing we do not know ; what is the chamber of commerce ? 
merely a felf-ere^ed body, and the name a title ufurped : If 
thofe gentlemen who eompofe the chamber of commerce will con- 
defcend to apply to parliament, by their own proper names, they 
may be very lure pf a favourable attention. 

Sir //. Cavendi/b, — The Hon. Gentleman who brought in this 
petition cannot alter the title of it; the Houfe ought to receive it as 
it is ; and I warn gentlemen to beware of curtailing the liberty <^ 
the fubjeft, or abridging their privileges. 

Mr. Hartley, — I have not communicated with the gentlemen 
who fi gned this petition, and therefore I cannot take upon me to 
alter the ftyle otit. 

Mr. Fita^ibboH moved the order of the day. 
Mr. Moiyneux complained, that inftead of previous queftions, 
the other fide of the Hpufe had too often made ufe of the order of 
the day to defeat the mtentions of gentlemen who were anxious 
for their country's (crvice. , 

Mr. Mafcn, — The Hon. Gentleman who brought forward this 
petition has declared, that he cannot make any alteration in the 
ftyle of it, I for the prefent confider it as difmiffed, and call for 
the order of the day % for however highly I may refpedl thofe 
perfons who are (aid to compofe what is called the council of the 
chamber of commerce, their ftyle is totally unknown to the con- 
ftitution : they are neither a body corporate or politic, by charter 
or by a6l of parliament, and therefore their petition cannot be re- 
ceived unlefs they put their names to it. 

Mr. Daly, — ^To every matter which refpefts commerce, I am 
ready to pay the utmoft attention, as to the foundation on which 
the future hopes of this country are built, and am therefore for en- 
tering into the buftnefs propoied by this petition j but it is firft 
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neceflary I (hould know who the petitioners are, and for what 
purpofe they (hould fign their names to it, for if not, this Ho'ufe 
can take no cognizance of it. Should Vc begin a pra^ice of re- 
ceiving petitions figned by nobody, we mieht be for ever plagued 
with trifling, groundlefs or feditious petitions } for which reafon 
we muft refpe6t our own orders, and receive none but fuch as 
have annexed to them the names of perfons a^ually refponfible for 
their contents. 

Sir Ed'ward Newenham, — The mover cannot alter the title of 
the petition i it would be forger j' — the members of that council 
are men of character and public virtue ; they will not {loop to al« 
ter their title to pleafe the whim of this Houfe. — Will you refafe 
tp receive the petitions of the people ? Will you refufe to receive 
the petitions of thofe merchants, by whofe induftry the revenues 
of the crown arc. fupported? — If that be your fyftem, you abfo- 
lutely difTolVe the bonds of the governing and governed. You 
never thought of moving previous queftions when you were vo- 
ting falaries to Viceroys and Secretaries ; but when the main pil- 
lars of the (late petition you, you treat them with contempt. 
The people muft fubmit to con^ant infults and injudice. 1 he 
petition IS (igned by your worthy member, who prefents it ; it 
is (igned by a re(pe£lable merchant, Mr, Marfton. Are not thefe 
names enough to give it a fanftion ? 

Right Hon. John Scott, — I really think you have made this a 
matter of importance, which in its own nature might have been 
eafily accommodated. There is no man in the Houle who will 
not allow that Mr. nartley's name ia in itfelf fufficient to gain 
this petition every degree of attention, nor does he require the 
ftrength of an ufurped title, unknown to law, to give him confe- 
quence — If thofe nlen ufurp the title of the council cf the chara^. 
ber of commerce, another body of merchants may aflume ano- 
ther title, and then we (hall have merchant againfl merchant ; but 
I fay Mr. Hartley's name gives infinitely more dignity and weight 
to this petition than a thoufand ufurped titles of prefident and 
vice prefident of the council of the chamber of commerce — titles 
that we in vain look for in the (latute book or in our journals, or 
in the charters of corporations. Suppofe a ftranger was to fearch 
for them, he would tind them mere nullities. The affumption of 
thefe high founding titles between merchant and merchant is un- 
juft i tuey have no right to baptize themfclves by general aggre- 
gate names — I honour the profellion of a merchant as much as 
any man, and I am as defirous to promote the commerce of this 
country ; for which reafons I wi(h to have the petition before the 
Houfe, and this can only be done by withdrawing it, and altering 
the (l}le in fuch a manner that it may be (it for us to receive. 

Mv, Bro~jjnl<nif—TKn is a petition of great importance, and 
ihould Lave weight witb the other fide cf the Houfe. If there were 
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but the two jjames that have been mentioned, it ought to be ^^- 
ceived ; but it is figned on behalf of a numerous and molt rcfpec- 
table body of merchants. 

Mr. Scott, — I have ho obje^ibn to receiving it, as the petition 
f of the gentlemen whpfe names have been mentioned, if it is fo 
cxprefled ; the Hon. Gkntleinan who introduced it was going- to 
comply, and to alter it confonant to th?it idea, the pen was in 
his hand for xhat purpofe, ajid I defire, that it may ht remembet- 
ed that the gentlemen on that fide of the Houfe, who perfuaded 
him not tp alter the ftyle, are the perlbns, who obje€l to the pe-^ 
titjon, not we, who refufe to admit of ufurped titles. 

Mr. William Ponfonby,^! imagine if the queftion be put upon 
the petition in its preleiit ftyle, "it will not be received ; I would 
therefore advife the Hon. Gentlerhari to withdraw and alter it ^ 
for though'it would ^ve ine much pain to rejeft the petition of a 
bodv of merchants, orof a Iingle merchant, or even of the loweft 
perfon, yet I would rather do that than violate the forms of thi$ 
Houfe. ' ' 

M.T, Lodge Morres — ^The title of tWs' petition does hot accord with 
our laws ; but as the Hon. Gentleman who introduced it may 
withraw it, I hoped for a mere pundilio he will not fufFer a bene- 
fit to his country to be loft. ' : 

Mr. Corrj. — I entreat gentlemen to confider what will be the 
confequence, if every man who propofes any thing dilagreeable 
to the minifter, is to have his mouth ftoppe4 by calling fot the 
order of the day. I beg that fome regard may be had to the pri- 
vilege of the Houfe, and the privileges of the people : They have 
been both broken this night, and in a moft important inftance* 
relative to the rifmg commerce of this country ; I do proteft 
againft fuch proceedings; the rights of the fubjeS (hquld always 
be favoured in this Houfe, and if a body of men not hoftile to 
the laws and the conftitutibn, petition tnis Houfe, the moft fa- 
vourable conftruftion fhould be given to their petition : but to 
rejed it in the manner we are about to do at prefent, is a darfng 
violation of the rights of the people and oftheconftitution of par- 
liament. Sir, it is the inherent right of every perfon in the king- 
dom to petition parliament, fo that the petition is figned by an 
oftenfi We perfon, and this, I find, is figned by an honourable 
and moft refpeftable Member of -the Houfe, who repreients the 
metropolis of this kingdom'. It is a flagrant breach of the rights 
of the fubjett and the privilege of parliament. 

Mr. Gr/^/i;— Objetlions have been made to the title of the pe- 
tition as unknown to law, but there are many refpeftable bodies 
of men in this country, unknown to law ; the volunteers of 
Ireland are not recognized by law, and will any man fay tbey 
Have not a right to petition parliament ? [Here Mr. Griffith waa 
<;aIled'to order^] ^ 
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Sir John Blaquiere^^l rife to order, for the fubjed before us is, 
whether we are to receive this petition ? That admired body of 
men the voluntesrs has been alluded to, but that body of men is 
Dot the prefent queftion. 

Sir Henry Ca'vendijb — The (landing order of the Houfe was re- 
ferred to a committee?, but we have had no report yet. 

Mr. 7(5«^j^-^The rights of thefubje6t are always to be maintain- 
ed. This petition is from a body of men not illegal, and there- 
fore ought to be received. This gentleman adverted to rhe ma- 
jority of the other fide of the Houfe. 

Prime Serjeant Kellj — I feel myfclf extremely hurt by fome 
gentlemen making any diftin^tion between one fide of the Houfe 
and the other : I fay place ought to make no difference, and 1 
Cfuft there are honourable men on both fides. I am alfo hurt at 
hearing a minifter's majority mentioned ; no man who has not 
the merits of the <jueflion with him can have a majority : I hope 
it will never be prefumed that a majority can be obtained in any 
other way. For my part, t|iough 1 hold an office under govern- 
ment, I never will object to this petition for the ftile ; there is 
no fault in the ftile ; here is a fele6t body of men called th cham- 
ber of commerce 5 the ufe of names is to know who the perfons 
petitioning are, in cafe of any impropriety we may call them be- 
fore us. To this petition we have the name of an honourable mem- 
ber of this Houie, he is anfwerable for it ; it is acknowledged 
to be a matter of importance, and (hall we for mere matter of 
form, rejedl an important matter fo well authenticated ? No, 
though I am on this fide of the Houfe, and will fupport govern- 
ment in every honourable meafure, sthd in none but honourable 
.meafures, I will receive this petition ; no power on earth (hall 
prevent me, [Here a loud clapping taking place, the gallery was 
ordered to be cleared. As foon as that order was complied with, 
and the Houfe was cleared,] 

Mr. Fitzgibbon warmly cenfured the indecent condudt of the 
gallery, and moved that the Houfe (hould enter into a refolu- 
tion, ** That a grofs and indecent outrage, by clapping of hands, 
having been committed this night by the ftrangers admitted to the 
gallery, refolved that the ferjeant at arms do from time to time 
take into his cuftody any (Iranger or ftrangers that he (hall fee or 
be informed of to be in the Houfe, while any committee of the 
whole Houfe, or the committee of privileges is fitting % and that 
this order be ftridly enforced.'* [The motion was fupported by a 
great number of the treafury fide, and oppofed by the other part 
. of the Houfe as ftrenuoufly,] 

Mr., bloody who came in late, was an able advocate for the ad- 
mi (fi on of conftituents to -hear their debates, and declared that 
if gentlemen were not aftiamed of their condu^, they had nothing 

F 
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to feaf from its being knowiv &nd that it ¥ras unreafonable and 
unjuft to preclude all from the galleries fbr the intemperate con- 
dud of a few. 

The motion was then carried. 

Ayes — — 157 ' 

Noes ' ■ ■ 72 

Mr. Hartley* 5 petition was then precluded by the queftion on 
tlie order of the day, which was carried without a divifion. 

The order of the day was then read for the conunitment of 
the third and fourth money bills ; purfuant thereto the Houfe re- 
folved into a committee, where the bills were read paragraph by 
paragraph, agreed to, and ordered to be reported to-morrow. 



Thursday, November 25, 1783. 

The committee to inquire into the ftate of the trade between 
tlus kingdom and Portugal, fat for fome time, after which the 
Houfe refumed. 

The order of the day being read for the trial of the coijtrovert- 
ed eledioR for the town of Baltimore, the following perfons were 
nominated as a feled committee \ 



John Toler, Efqj 
Hon. William Agar, 



Robert Leigh, Efq; - Thomas Smyth, Efq; 

Hon. Robert Howard 
Cornelius Bolton, Efq; 
Alexander Montgomery, Efq; 
Robert Rofs, Efq; 



William Godley, Efq; 
James Bernard, Efq; 



George Roth, Efq; 
Right Hon. John O'Neil, 
Robert Shapland Carew, Efq; 
Hon. George Jocelyn, 
Ponfonby Tottenham, Efq; 

Mr. Fojier reported!, purfuant to order, from the committee of 
the whole Houfe, appointed to take into confideration an en- 
^ofled bill, entitled an a6t for granting to his majefty certain du- 
ties on beer, ale, ftrong waters, &c. that they had gone through 
the fame. 

The committee of ways and means having fat, and the Houfe 
being again refumed, 

A motion was made, that the Houfe do agree with the com- 
mittee, that fixpence additional duty be laid on every gallon of 
rum, and eight pence on every gallon of brandy imported, from 
the zSth day of December, 1783, to the yB5th of March, 1784, 
inclufively. 

The Provoft faid, that the adoption pf the additional* &/. on 
rum would be, not only prejudicial to the refpe6table mercan- 
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tile city he had the honout to reprefent^ but alfo to the equally 
refpedable gentlemen of the provinces of Connaiight, Leinfter, 
and Muftfter, who were engaged in pafturage. Any injury done 
the provifiort trade muft hurt them, and they were of too much 
confequence to the ftate to be overlooked by that Houfe. His 
GOtiftituents patticularly, whofe interefts he would, \^hile he had 
breath, endeavour to maintain, as well in his every other fitu- 
ation, as in that of a member of parliament, would be much da-^ 
itiaged in ♦he provifion trade they carry on, efpecially to the 
Wcft*Indies. Gentlemen muft know that the return made was 
not in fpecie, but in rum ; therefore by laying the additional 6«i 
a gallon on rum, the confumption muft be leflened, in propor- 
tion as the tax increafed ; how this would operate, needed no 
explanation. He faid that the merchants of Cork did not peti- 
tion, becaufe they apprehended that the mode of application 
would be too dilatory ; but contented themfelves with commu- 
nicating their defiresf to him by a letter figned with very refpe£t- 
ablc names : [Here he read the letter as part of his fpeech] The 
laying on the additional 6i. would alfo give a fuperiority to the 
people of America in the commerce they might hereafter carry- 
on with the Weft-India Iflandsy and if there was a fuperiority to 
be given aay where, furely gentlemen could not hefitate giving 
it to the manufa6tures of their own country. 

The high price that provillons at prefent bear, and were likely 
to continue to bear, fhould be an additional reafon with the' 
Houfe not to adopt the meafure [Here he ftated the price of dif- 
ferent grain for fome time paft] for that by prevenjting, in this 
manner, the confumption of rum, a greater quantity of barley 
and oats would be ufed in the diftillcries, which, in the prefent 
high price of provifions, might be attended with inconveniencies 
to the lower order of the people, which the Houfe -of Commons 
were in duty bound, as far as in them lay, to avert. As he 
happened to throw out this idea, he would carry it farther, 
though not altogether connected with the fubje^ before them, 
and recommended it particularly to the North country members, 
(where generally ev^y three years, a real or artificial famine 
exifts) to eftabliih public granaries? in the principal towns, buy- 
ing in corn when cheap, and felling it out at reafonable prices, 
in times of fcarcity. He would recommend it to parliament to 
grant bounties on the carriage of corn to thofe granaries. He 
concluded with moving, that the word " fixpence," be ftrucfc 
out of the refolution. 

Mr. Longfield faid, that his Right Hon, Colleague had ftated 
this matter fo ably, Mid in fo fatisfadlory a toanner to the Houfe^ 
that nothing remained for him to fay on the occaiion ; he would, 
therefore, content himfelf with feconding the motion. 

P z 
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Mr, G. Montgomery faid, he would oppofe any new duty on 
whiikey. 

Right Hon. Jo^n Beresford faid — If there arofe any quefHon, 
whether the Houfe ought to give a preference to pafturage or 
agriculture, he would not hefitate to give it to the latter. Til- 
lage was much more advantageous to any country than pafturage. 
It conduced mofe to encrea(ing the number of the people, l^^ 
therefore, it was true, that in the number of inhabitants confifted 
the (Irength of na,tions, the- Houfe ihouid adopt any meafure that 
would promote that end. Laying on the additional 6d» would 
advance the breweries and dillilleries. It had been. faid, that 
corn was at fo high a price, that every meafure tending to le(fen 
it, (hould be adopted. If corn was now high, it was no proof it 
fhould continue lo; and if the HcXife were to confider the dif- 
ferent interefts of different descriptions of men, furely the in- 
terefts of the farmers did not leafl: merit their attention. The 
Right Honourable Gentleman who made the amendment with fo 
much ability, had mentioned, that the additional fu pence would 
ruin the rum trade of this kingdom. In England. the duty was 8^. 
per gallon, and yet the trade was not dellroyed. In the article 
of fugar, the Englifh, owing to the contingent advantages their 
long connexion with the idand gave them, had ah advantage, but 
in refpeft to rum the advantage lay evidently on the fide of the 
Irifh. 

The Pr<yvoJI, in reply, faid, that the merchants of^Cork w^re 
too refpeftable a body of men to trouble the Houfe with any ap- 
plication they knew to be hurtful to the kingdom, on account of 
any petty intereft that might accrue to them j but applications, 
made by particular bodies of men, were fo often found to point 
out advantage to the public at large, that parliament had found it 

wife to accede to them. Any man might perceive the prefent 

to be one of them. 

Mr. Cuffe and Sir Francis Hutchinfon fpoke in favour of the 
amendment. 

The queftion being put on the Provoft's amendment, there ap- 
peared 

For it 23 

Againftit 51 

Ordered, the bill of fupply to be engrofled and read this day. 



Wednesday, November 26, 1783. 

Ordered, That all members returned for two or more places 
(hall make their eledtion, and be ready to anfwer the call of this 
Houfe on the ift of December next. 
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The petition of (fertain rrer chants, ftiling themfelves the Coun« 
cil of the Chamber of Commerce, praying to be put on the fame 
footing with Great Britain, relative to the conftrurfion of the na- 
vigation ads, was this day prefented by Mr. Hartley, and order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

Right Hon. John Fofler — As I think the exiftencp of Ireland, 
as a commercial country, depends upon the proper conftrudtion of 
the a£l of navigation, and the other a£ts made explanatory thereof, 
and for giving it force in Ireland, this petition merite our utmoft 
regards j and as the Honourable Gentleman who prefented it, 
feemed to have fome doubt that the bill now before the com- 
mittee of ways and means, might in fome degree tend to exclude 
Ireland from the benefit of thofe adls, though 1 am not of the fame 
opinion myfelf, yet I am ready to add to that bill a provifo [which 
he read] declaring that nothing therein contained fliall be conftrued 
to deprive this country of the benefit of the a6t of navigation, or 
the a6ls made explanatory thereof. 

Sir John Biaquiere moved that the proper officer do lay before 
the floufe, an account of the quantity of woollen yarn exported 
the lad ten years. 

An engroffed money-bill was prefented to the Houfe. 

Ordered, That the fame be prefented to the Houfe of Lords 
by two of the members of this Houfe, for their Lordfbips con- 
currence. 

Mr. Grattan — I move to- take into confideration, on Friday 
next, all pradtical retrenchments in the colle6ting of the revenue. 
From what happened in this Houfe on Saturday laft, particularly 
refpedling the addition of 4000/. per annum to the falary of the 
Chief Governor (a meafure which, had I been prefent, I would 
have moft ftrenuoufly oppofed) I am induced to move for an im- 
mediate enquiry into pradlical retrenchments. Ordered, 

Sir Annefley Stenvart obfervcd, that as another very refpedable 
aflembly was now fitting, at which feveral members of this Houfe 
were to attend, he wiihed the Honourable Gentleman who had 
given notice that he would, on this night, move for an abfentee- 
tax, would be fo kind as to poflpone it for a few days. 

Mr. Molyneux rofe, and apologized for not being able to qnter 
into the bufinefs of which he had given notice, (a tax on abfen- 
tees) and which was ordered for difcuflion this day ; he faid, 
that the clbfe attention which he was bound to give in another 
moft refpedtable aflembly (the Grand National Convention) had 
not left him opportunity fufficient to prepare himfelf properly on 
that important fubjedt ; and he again begged leave to defer it to 
Monday next. 
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After this apology, Mr. Molyneux fat down, but rofc almoft 
immcdiateiy, and defired to know if an honourable and learned 
member, who had undertaken to explain the conduct of govern^, 
ment, witli regard to the provincial regiments, and who, he 
doubted not, would do it very much to their honour, was ready 
to proceed upon thatfubje6t. 

Mr. George Ponjonby — If the Hon, Gentleman had kept his pro- 
mife to the Houfe, it would be eafier for roe to keep mine; this 
is the fecond or third time he has deferred the abfentee quellion, 
I came to the Houfe this night expeding to hear him on that fub- 
jedt; he difappoints me, and defires me to proceed with one i|0| 
fixed for this night ; he cannot fure imagine I go always with the 
, papers in my pocket, which are neceflary to the point I have in 
view ; but this I promife the Honourable Gentleman, thai I 
will be ready to enter upon the fubjeft I have undertakea oji 
the day next following to thaCon which his (ball be dil'pofed of. 

Report was made by the Right Hon. John FcJIer, that the 
committee had gone through the bill for granting to his Majefly 
feveral duties on goods therein mentioned^ without any amend* 
ment. 

Mr. Fofter — I move that a claufe be annexed to the faid bill, 
•' Provided always, and be it enafted by the authority aforefaid, 
that this adt ihall not extend to allow the import offueh wares 
and^merchandizes from any place contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of the a6t, called the A6t of Navigation paifed in the 
reign of Charles II. and by an a6l pafled in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth of George II. and by an a£t paffed in the feventeenth and 
eighteenth of his prefent Majefty for the extending of certain pro- 
vifions." 

Mr. Hartley — The intention of this petition is to examine into 
the conftrudtion of the adl of navigation. 

Mr. Fojier — I wifli to introduce a claufe to obviate all doubts, 
relative to this country, as a commercial country ; if any doubts 
remain, I do not wiib to have it introduced at all. 

Mr. Hartley — I know that the petition is prefeated with the 
beft intentions. ' 

Mr. Fofter faid, that the a6l of navigation was aa Iriih law. 
If gentlemen wiibed for a feparate a£t (though^ in his opinion, 
not neceilary) Jie (hould withdraw the propofed claufe, and move 
that the bill fiiould be engroffed. 

The Houfe in a committee of ways and means. Right Hon. 
John Fofter in the chair. 

Mr. Hartley moved that a tax of is, (hould be paid on every 
entry, except poft entries, imported into the port of Dublin, tP 
pay oiF the debt incurred by the truftees for building the Royal 
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Exchange, and for the purpofe of keeping the Exchange in re- 
pair. Agreed nem, con. 

Mr. Hartley then propofed a tax of 5 j. per pound on all rabbits 
fur, and ^d, per (kin on all rabbits (kins exported : This he did as 
a protecting duty, in order to keep at home the raw material of 
every coniiderable manufacture. 

Mt, Ma/on propofed is. per pound as an amendment, ^s^he 
thought, would be a prohibition, inftead of a protection. 

Sir John Blaqniere lupported the principle of guarding our owa 
manufactures by protecting duties ; his idea was not to prohibit 
the exportation of the raw material, but to let it go fo taxed, 
that the produce of the manufacture (hould return to us loaded 
with an expence, which would render it dearer to the confumer, 
than the produce of the fame manufacture at home. 

Mr. Denis Daly faid — Before we prohibit the exportation of 
any raw material, it is neceffary for us to know that we have any 
chance of confuming it in our manufactures at home ; there are 
many raw materials, efpecially in that part of the country which 
I have the honour to reprefent, of which to prohibit the exporta- 
tion, would be moft ruinous and deftruCtive. 

Mr. Hartley urged the manifold advantages which England 
derived from the laws, by which fbe prohibited the exporta* 
ration of wool, and faid, that fo confcious was that wife coun- 
try of thofe advantages, that all the wool-growers in England, 
with a noble duke at their head, had not been able to (hake 
her inflexible refolution of maintaining them. He hoped Ireland 
would profit by her example. 

It was ultimately agreed, to refer thisj>etition to Mr. Gardiner^s^ 
committee for protecting the trade of Ireland. 

Sir Henry Hartjfohge faid, his letters received this day from 
Limerick acquainted him, that the city and its cuftom-houfe ftill 
remained in the fame defencelefs ftate it had been in for iom^ time 
paft, for want of a garrifon, there not being a fingle foldier there j 
and called upon the Right Hon. Gentleman in the confidence of 
Government, to declare why a military force had not been 
quartered in that city for fome time paft. 

Mr. Pelham, in anfwer, faid, that in purfuance to an appli- 
cation from the Hon. Baronet, orders had been fent for the march 
of troops to do garrifon duty in Limerick. 

Sir Henty Hartjionge rejoined, by an obfervation on the flownefs 
of their march, it being the 23d of October he made an applica- 
tion to the Right Hon. Gentleman.- 

Mr. Chatterton moved, that a bill to prevent frivolous and vexa- 
tious arrefts (hould be printed. He obferved, that the feffion be- 
fore M an aCt under a fimilar title had pafTed > that it had injured 
all credit among the lower clafs of the people, particularly at 
Cork, the inhabitants of which had petitioned againft it^ and it 
had been fmce repealed, — Ordered accordingly. 
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The Houfe being informed that Mr/Wetheral, afliftant exami- 
nator of cudomsy attended at the door, he was called in, and at 
the bar prefented to the HouCe, purfuant to their order, an ac- 
count of the quantities and value of new drapery imported into 
Ireland froin England and Scotland for eighty-five years and a 
quarter, commencing the 25th day of December, 1697, and end- 
ing the 25th day of March, 1783, each year diftingui (bed. 

Alfo, an account of the quantities and value of old drapery im- 
ported into Ireland from England and Scotland for eighty-five 
years and a quarter, commencing the 25th day of December, 
1697, and endiHg the 25th day of March, 17S3, each year di- 
flinguifhed. 

The titles whereof were read, and the accounts ordered to lie 
on the table for the perufal of the members. 



Thursday, November 27, 1783. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of trade. Sir Henry 
Cavendifli in the chair. 

When Mr. Haughton was examined relative to the manufacture 
of new drapery. 

Sir Henry Canjendijb^ chairman of the committee of trade, re- 
ported fome progrefs, and alked leave to fit again. — Agreed to. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee, the Right Hon^ 
John Bourke in the chair. 

Read a bill to enable the Hon. Mr. Leefon to fell part of his 
eftate, to difcharge incumbrances, and for other purpofes. 

. Mr. Fofter prefented an engroffed bill for regulating the fugar 
trade, and granting feveral duties therein mentioned.— Ordered to 
the Lords. 

Report from the committee to enquire into the petition refpeft- 
ing the inland navigation.— Received and ordered to lie on the 

tabk. 

Mr. Bennet moved, that the petition complaining of an undue 
eleaion and return for the county of Gal way, be withdrawn.— 
Withdrawn accordingly. 

Mr. Holmes moved, that furlSer time be granted for perfons to 
quality. — -Granted. ^ 

Mr. Z).2/K--Having been elefted and returned for the county of 
Galway, and a petition being prefented, which is now with- 
drawn, I make my eleaion for the faid county 
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Sit Jobn Parnell reported from the committee appointed to take 
into confideration the date of the navigation board. 

Mr. Browne (of Trinity College) moved, that the nanies of 

all perfons who are returned for two places, be called oyer on the 

3d day of December next, and that they be then obliged to make 

' their election. An amendment was propofed, that the words 

*• twenty days after,"- be inferted. , 

Sir Henry Cavendijb moved, that the ftanding order of the 
Houfe, in fuch cafes, be npw read.— Order read. 

Mr. Attorney General and Mr, Scott obferved, that there were 
a great many petitions, complaining of undue returns, that could 
not be difpofed of till after the third of December, and fome of 
them would not come on till February : This motion, if carried, 
would inconvenience many gentlemen. ^ . 

The queftion was put on the amendment, and carried in the 
affirmative. 

The motion was then put, and negatived. 
Mr. Smith (member for Limerick) obferved, that when there 
was a demand for troops elfewhere, the volunteers of Limerick 
had chearfully undertaken to do the garrifon duty ; that they had 
conrinued it for thefe three months ; that they were moftly mer- 
chants, traders and manufaaurers ; that they were at very great 
expence, and though their hearts did not feel it, their pockets 
did ; and when the cold weather had fet in, the barrack board 
was wrote to for firing, and an anfwer was received from a Mr. 
Thwaites, informing, that no firing could be given to the volun- 
teers, without a particular order from government : In this bu- 
fmefs he did not in the leaft charge the Right Hon. Secretary 
with any inattenrion, but he thought that men who had done fo 
much, voluntarily, fhould not have been fo dealt with ; and that 
fome of the regulars (hould have been fent there ere now. 

Mr. Cuffe anfwered — That it was by no means in conftquence 
of any difrefpedt to the volunteers that they were denied fires, but 
as government provided for none other than the (landing army, 
it could not be allowed. 

The order of the day being read, for the Houfe entering into 
a committee on the peri tion of Robert Brooke, Efq; ofProfper- 
. ous'. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf accordingly, Thomas Burgh, Efqj 
(ofOldtown) in the chair. 

Mr. Arbuthnot, fupervifor of the linen-board, was examined, 
who, among other parriculars, depofed, that he had been fent by 
the linen-board to Profperous, in the county of Kildare, Mr. 
Brooke's manufactory, where he found buildings had been erected, 
fince the nth of October laft, which had coft, by the builder's 
eflimate, 2,833/. the principal of which was a houfe 300 feet in 
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hngth, t$ in breadth, and 3 ftones high, capable of containing 
300 looms, for rfie purpofe of giving employment to weavers of 
f)uhliu out of work j — that a great number of that defcription 
were there employed or fubfifled until they (bould get employ- 
ment, at the rate of qd. for the men, 6/^. for the women, and 
4^. for the boys and girls per day.^ — That at faid manufadtory of 
Profperous there were adhially ^oo looms at work, &c. 

Mr, fojier faid — The witnefs is employed by the linen-board 
to go round the kingdom, and make his return on oath. After 
expatiating on the great merit of Captain Brooke, Mr. Fo/ier men- 
tioned that he had a relblution to propofe to the committee, 
which he hoped would meet with their approbation : He mufl 
obferve to gentlemen, that this could not be called a grant of 
public money, it was only a loan ; there was no tax to be laid 

on for it. He then moved, ** That the fum of 25,000/. be 

advanced to Robert Brooke, Efq; in Exchequer hills, payable 
the 25th of March, 17B4, he paying intereft for the fame, and 
giving proper fecurity for faid fum of 25,000/. and for employing 
2000 perfons in the manufactory at Profperous, from the 25 th of 
March, 1784, to the 25th of March, 1794." 

Mr. PflJbam declared, that Captain Brooke was called upon by 
government, when various petiuons were prelented at the caftle, 
Sating the wretched fituation of the weavers : Captain Brooke 
informed government, that, with their afliftance, he would give 
employment to feveral of them ; and on confulting with feme of 
the magiftrates, it was agreed to fend down to Profperous fuch 
unemployed weavers, properly certified, as were unable to get 
employments Mr. Pelbam fpoke much of the utility of the mea- 
fure, and faid, he would give his hearty concurrence to the refo- 
lution. 

Mr. Griffith faid, that from his local knowledge of the towa 
tS Profperous, and reading the allegations of Captain Brooke's 
petition, he was competent to declare, that they were not only 
true, but rather moderate ; he (aid, about fix or feven days ago, 
he went to Profperous, examined the houfes, looms, &c. and, 
faw competence and induftry in the countenance of the peo- 
ple ; he particularly examined how thofe people, fent lately from 
Dublin, for want of employ, were difpofed of : He fawfomeat 
work, others preparing work for the loom ; an univerfal latisficic- 
tion prevailed with thofe, who, a few days before, were* con- 
figned to dejection and mifery : he hoped that though he gave 
this refolution his warm fupport, he would not be charged with 
inconfiftency, as no man had a greater regard for public oeconomy 
than what he had j but encouragement to your manufactures will 
be a great me^ns of equalizing your revenue. He laid, he knew 
the petitioner himfelf ; he knew him in Afia and in Europe ; and 
a man of greater worth did not exift : he hoped the committee 
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woiild not thiflk tbat his privtte prediledtion flbould influence his 
voting on this occafion. 

Sir Henry Cavendijb obferved, that the witnefs had faid that 
Captain Brooke had got 3000/. from the viceroy ; it was not 
right that government (hould giye money without confent of par- 
liamenty and come now to parliament to fan^fy it. This is not 
the only grant given in that manner, the king^s letter having 
that ©ffe6t in a grant of 1 000/. 

Mr. Fofier faid, he knew the Right Hon. Baronet's fkill in 
fikort hand, but that cenftru^ion was by no means warranted. 
In Lord Temple's adminiftration a number of cotton manufac- 
turers were going to America ; Captain Brooke was applied to ; 
he found out where theft men were, brought them down to 
Profperous, and Lord Temple gave him 1000/. which was fuf- 
ficient for the expences he had been at. He faid, that if money 
granted by a Viceroy be well applied* the Viceroy gives it at 
Sis own nfqqe- 

Sir HeniyC^vendiJk afked whacfecurity could Captain Brooke 
give, either for the money or keeping sooo people employed for 
ten years ? 

Mr. FoJlerizxAy a bill would be brought 10 for this bufioefs, and 
care fhould be taken for the f^curity, and keeping the perfont em- 
ployed ; and he aiTured the committee^ that without 'proper fe« 
curity no money fhould be granted. 

The Provoft faid, from the information hejbad, great exertions 
had been ufed by Captain Brooke to make his manufa^ure a ha^ 
tional obje£t : As to the fecurity that the Hon. Baronet fpeaks of^ 
the Houfe of Commons is not competent to take fecurity j but 
the bill may dire^ fecurity to be given before one of the borons 
of the exchequer: He faid there were two circumftances that 
ftovld induce him (o agree with this refolution ; and the one was, 
that in Lord Temple's time. Captain Brooke prevented the 
emigration of a number of manufacturers to a rival country j and 
the other was, that he acceded to the humane purpoies of go- 
vernment, when our poor manufadturers were ftarving in our 
ftreets, by engaging a great number of them at his owiv rifque. — 
It was mentioned, that it was not right for a Viceroy to grant 
the public money without the confent of parliament, but a 
Viceroy, now dead, had got the thanks of parliament for grant* 
ing money for com in times of great diftrefs. 

Sir John Blaquiere did not think the intended mode of raifing 
money for Captain Brooke, was at all favourable to him i he 
could not gi^t the bills payable in 10 years, difcounted atlels 
than 1 2 per cent. 

The refolution being put, the committee divided, when there 
were. 

For agreeing to Mr. Fofter's refolution, $9 
Againftit, ■— — 4 
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Houfe refumed — Mr. BurgB reported : Ordered, that the report 
be received to-morrow morning. 



Friday, November 28, 1783. 

The Houfe in a committee of trade. Sir Henry Cavendifh in 
the chair. 

Examined I^r^ Batty, .a hat-maker, relative to the ilate of that 
trade in this kingdom, and the means to improve and extend 
the fame. ^Houfe refumed. 

Sir Henry Caruendijb reported to the Houfe, that the com- 
mittee of trade had made fome progrefs, and aflied leave to fit 
again. ■ Leave granted, 

Thomas Burgh (of Athy,) Efq; complained of the breach of 
privilege in the perfon of a friend of his (a member of that Houfe) 
who had been arrefted as he was mounting his horfe, by virtue 
of a writ iifued out by a John Biacktin, an attorney. 

Ordered, that the faid John Biacktin do attend at the bar of 
this Houfe to-morrow. 

A bill for indemnifying certain perfons therein mentioned, who 
had advifed the proclamation of the i^thof Auguft, 1782, laying 
on an embargo on the exportation of corn, and the order of 
council thereupon, read the firft.time, ordered for a fecond 
readi ng to-morrow. 

Bill for the encouragement of the hemp and fail-cloth manu- 
fadtory, read the firft time, and ordered for ^ fecond. reading 
to-morrow. 

Bill for enabling James Singleton, Efq; to difpofe of part of ^ 
hiseftate. Read. 

Mr. Eofter reported from the committee of ways and means* 
the proAofed duty of one (billing per entry inwards, for the pur- 
pofe of conftituting a fund for the payment of a debt contrafted 
by the truftees of the royal e^^change, and for the maintenance 
of that edifice. 

He alfb reported from the committee appointed to take the 
petition of Robert Brooke into confideration, their refolution of 
lending him 25,000/. Both ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Fojier then prefented, purfuant to order, a bill for the ad- 
vancement of the trade between this kingdom and the United 
States of America. Heobferved, that this bill was limitid in its 
operation, being only to remain in force for three months, as, 
by that time, fome more permanent regulation than the pre-» 
fent bill, which was only a traofcript of one paifed in England, 
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would take place, by a commercial treaty or otherwife. This 
bill ena^s, that veuels from America may be admitted to make 
their declarations or invoices in any port in Ireland, though they 
(hall not produce an American cocket or clearance ; as' alfo, 
that American veffels may bring cargoes of their produce into 
Ireland, any law to the contrary notwithftanding. 

Mr. Huffey reported from the feledt committee for the trial of 
the Baltinglafs eleftion, 

" That Warden Flood, Efq; and the Hon. John Stratford, 
are duly returned to reprefent the borough of Baltinglafs." 

The Hon. ^ohn Stratford faid, that he was returned member, 
for the county of Wicklow, and alfo for the borough of Baltin- 
glafs ; he would make his eleftion for the county of Wicklow. 

Right Hon. the Speaker ordered, that a new writ be iflued 
for the borough of Baltinglafs. 

Mr. CHara, — There were lately granted 12,000 men.for the 
peace eftablifhment of Ireland, but if there can be any reduc- 
tion made in the expence of that eftablifhment, it would be 
highly improper to decline doing it. The fituation of this 
kingdom is not as it has been ; formerly Great Britain protected 
Ireland from diiFerent motives than what (he does at prefent. 
England confidered Ireland as her property, as her farm, and 
our countrymen as (laves of a plantation ; but we are now to be 
protedted from different motives, a fudden change has taken place 
in this kingdom. During the laft feflion this nation obtained all 
ihe could defire, and much more than we could have expedted ; 
we have acquired new trade and new confequence. We feem to 
be an ifland rifen from the lea ; the doors of our prifon are open 
to us, and our better angel points to fcenes of wealth. He wifhed 
that a ftrong connexion fhould fubfift between the two coun- 
tries, and that we fhould remove every caufe of fufpicion \ "^he ' 
was on that ground in favour of the peace eftablifhment ; but in 
his opinion many articles of expence might be diminifhed. He 
therefore moved, " That a committee be appointed to take into 
confideration ** the military eftablifhment of this, kingdom, and 
to report to the Houfe what retrenchments may be made 
therein." 

Mr. Mafon moved the following amendment, that, ** may 
with propriety be made therein." 

Mr. Secretary Pelham feconded the motion. 

Mr. Majon moved an amendment after the word '' made," *' or 
ought to be made with propriety;" which amendment was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Pelham faid, there were now inore men in the regiments 
by ten men per company, than there were laft peace eftablifh- 
ment. 
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Sir Henry Cavenaltjb,-^! do not rife to oppofe the motion, but 
without any pretenfions to prophefjing, I can (ee that the 
/chairman of that commietce will report that no reduction at all 
can be made of the military eftablimmenty and I think it would 
be better for the firil mover to pioint out the particulars of the 
redudtion. • 

Mr. O^Hara faid, the enquiry would go to the whole, and 
the particular parts would be pointed out of courfe, and he 
could not fee any reafon why the Hoi^. Baronet ihould be prophetic 
as to this report. 

%iiEdivard Newenham faid, this motion comes in a very ques- 
tionable ihape : it originates with a member who voted for an 
augmentation of the army, and it is feconded by the Viceroy's 
Secretary, and fupportecf by a commiffioner of the revenue; 
I like it not--it may be fo fhifted as to injure this kingdom, and 
cannot eafe the cftablilhment ; the report of fuch a committee' 
(compofed of minifterial advocates) cannot prove of national 
advantage ; I (hall give it a negative. 

The queftion was put and carried without a di vifion. 



Saturday, November 29, 1783. 

On a complaint being made, it was ordered that John M'Eroy, 
an officer of mace, do attend at the bar of the Houfe on Monday 
next. 

An engrofled bill from the Lords was received. 

Captain Moore, of the battle-axe-guards, was fworn, and 
took his feat. 

Read, for the firft time, the bill for facilitating the trade with 
America. 

Mr. O^Hara moved, that the order for appointing a committee 
to take into confideration what reduiftion may be made with pro- 
priety, in the military eftablifliment, be difcharged*— Difcharged 
accordingly. ^ 

He then moved, that a commitree be appointed to take into 
confideration the military eftabliihment, and report what reduc- 
tion may be made therein. 

Mr. Flood was of opinion, that a committee would by no 
means anfwer the purpofes of the Honourable Member : He did 
not entertain a doubt of the purity of his intentions, but a com- 
mittee was a round-about way. He was for fome fimple and 
adequate manner of reform. A difcontinuation of the augmen- 
tation of the army would be the great means of retrenchment. ' 
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Whilftvou maintain 15,000 men, as your peace, eftablifliment, 
you will never reftorethe finances ctf this beggared country. 
We have fecn and heard of nothing but cxpence. In the admi- 
niftration of the Duke of Portland, it was propofed to make 
out a new employment— a Solicitor General to the Queen. 
For thefe 10, 12, or 1 5 years paft, we have been wantonly en- 
creafing the public expence. } would recommend it to the 
Hon. Member, before he embai^ (for when he eftablifbes his 
committee, the very men who come into that committee, may 
vote him out of the chair) to propofe the bufinefs early and 
in the face of the country ; and I wifli he would bring on fome 
foecific propolitions, which would prove who were the real 
friends of ccconomy, and thofc who were only the profeflbrs 
ofit. 

Mr. O^Hof-a declared, he thought that information on that 
head could be bed had through the medium of a committee. He 
had examined the public accounts, and found that the military 
expences in one (eflion had confiderably exceeded the expences 
charged in another fedion. He affUred the Hon. Member that 
it was not an imaginary but a real remedy that he looked for, and 
even from flight enquiries he learned, that fome reduSion of 
expence may be ma<sle. It had been laid, that above one hundred 
thoufand a year might be faved by a redu^ion of the army : 
From the beft information he was able to procure, the expence 
of 3000 men amounted to 52,000/. a year: The Hon. Gentle- 
man has expreffed a wi(h, that I woula make fome Ipecific pro- 
fition, but not having fuflicient knowledge what to ground fuch 
propofltion on, I am not competent to do fo : that knowledge 
may be acquired, when we go into the committee. 

Mr. Tehertin, (Attorney General) Much has been faid by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman of extravagance, and the changes 
have been rung upon the fchemes of appointing an Attorney and 
a Solicitor General to the Queen; but the n6ble duke never did 
accede to that propofal, and even if it had been carried into ef- 
fect, it would not have been an article of expence to the nation $ 
thofe officers were not to have had falaries, and confequently 
the Honourable Gentleman has no right to call it by the name 
of extravagance. The charge 6f extravagance on account of the 
provincial regiments is equally unfounded ; and the infinuation, 
that part of the money granted for the 20,000 fcamen had been 
applied to their ufe, is untrue. When that infinuation was firft 
made, I did believe it a miftake ; and in examining the report 
of the committee of accounts, I am warranted to declare that 
it is one ; but it may be faid that the provincial regiments were 
unneceflary— I deny that they were unneceflary, for when they 
were raifed, there were not foldiers in the kingdom to do the 
mere holiday duty, much lefs to defend it from an enemy 5 aqd 
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as thefe regiments were raifed from the neceflity of the times, 
fo were they aifo eftablifhed with an oeconomy fui table to the 
times, and to the circumftances of the nation, for their officers 
had neither rank or half pay. Had regiments been raifed in the 
regular and ordinary manner, your eftablilhment would at this 
hour be burthened with the half pay of their officers; therefore 
I hope we have done with thofe groundlefs complaints, and that 
we fliall never more hear thefe charges of extravagance and 
profufion repeated. 

Mr. Flood. — I fhould be extremely forry that all the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman's hopes fliould prove as fallacious as the laft, 
for I aifure him that he will again hear thofe charges of profu- 
fion and extravagance repeated : The expence of eftablifliing the 
two officers that have been mentioned, was not perhaps the worft 
confequence-^the worft confequence was the improper influence 
that would thereby be added to the crown ; but I did not fay 
that the project originated with the noble duke himfelf, though I 
can fee very little difference between a declaration made by a 
viceroy and his attorney general. Will the Right Honourable 
Gentleman pretend to fay, while he and his friends are cram- 
ming down offices and employments, that it can be .done with-, 
out the confent of the Lord Lieutenant ? he muft give us more 
credulity than falls to the (hare . of mankind, before we can 
believe fuch affertions. ' 

The Right Honourable Gentleman fays, the fencible regiments 
were a good meafure, becaufe worfe might be deviied ; on this 
ground he may defend any meafure, provided he can find out a 
wor^ J but if troops were neceffary, why were they taken away ? 
it was the duty of government to reftrain the ardour of the peo- 
ple 'Tis infinuated that I faid fome of the money voted for 

raifing feamen, had been applied to the railing of fencible regi- 
ments — 1 did not lay fo, 1 know it could not have been fo ap- 
plied without the knowledge of the noble duke, but I have gopd 
reafon to believe that men were enlifted for the" navy, and were 
afterwards turned over to fencible regiments, and that they were 
fuffered to retain their bounty money^ which comes juft to the 
fame thing as if the money had been given to the fencible 
men in the 6rft inftance. 

The report of the committee of accounts, in my opinion, 
does not clear up this matter; but it is the old pradice, where 
a queftion cannot be met with argument, it is endeavoured to be 
rendered as inacceffib^e as poffiblc, by guarding it with difficul- 
ties, and inveloping it in a cloud. But I bring before you the 
report of 1768, a report that will not be tranfcended by any thing 
that you will now produce; it had the aid of all the ancient 
officers of the crown, and of all the able men of that day; it 
is impoffible to expedt any thing more full or fatisfa6tory upon 
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the fubjed. Let it not therefore be fuppofed, that I avoid a 
committee, when I point out through the report of a committee 
a faving of 150,000/. on 12,000 men, and could make a much 
greater faving on the redudlion- that might be made on 15,000 
»en. This faving I point out on the eftimates made by mi- 
ni fters, and does any man think miniflers fuch idiots as. to eHi- 
mate the higheft ? No, they eftimate every thing upon the fmallefl: 
fcale, and then apply to parliament for the deficiency. If then 
upon their fcale io great a faving might be made, what might 
be made in reality ? 

Mr. 0*Hara*9 motion for difcharging the order for a com- 
mittee was agreed to j and as he did not make any other n:K>tion 
on the fubje^, that bufinefs fell to the ground. 

Sir Edward I^e^Menbam acquainted the Houfe, that purfuant to 
a notice he had given fome time ilnce, he would have brought 
on the bufinefs of a parliamentary reform, but that an Honoura- 
ble Friend of his, who had promifed his ailidance, would now 
bring it forward inftead of him, in whofe able hands he had 
put it. 

Mr. Flood — ^Sir, though the fubjeil upon which I propofe troa- 
bling the Houfe is of the tir ft importance, yet I (hall not anti- 
cipate the future difcuflion of it. An Honourable Gentleman, 
(Sir Edward Newenham) who fome days fince gave notice of 
his intention to move for a bill fqr the more equal reprefentation 
of the people in parliament, now wifhes to leave that bufinefs 
in other hands $ if he will do me the honour to abet the un- 
dertaking, and form one of the committee for preparing the bill, 
I will make that motion, not entering into the neceffity or me- 
rits of it till it comes under difcuflion, but merely making the 
motion of courfe, and referring my right to fpeak upon it if a 
debate (bould arife. 

I therefore. Sir, moft humbly move you for leave to bring in 
a bill for the more equal reprefentation of the people in par- 
liament. ' 

Attorney General — I do not rife, any more than the Honoura- 
ble Gentleman, to difcufs the merits of his bill, at leaft till 
the ground on which it is taken up fhall be mentioned, though 
on the face of it it imports a very great innovation of the con- 
ftitution ; and if I have any judgment, it appears to proceed 
frqm a radical miftake. I have dways been of opinion, that 
according to the original frame of our conftitution, the people 
in virtue of their perfons never were reprefented; and was I 
now allowed to go into that queftion, I think T could prove it 
totfthe latisfa£tion of the Houfe; but the motion is a furprife 
upon the Houfe : The Honourable Member faid he would not 
move it for ten days, and now he transfers it to another Honou- 
rable Member^ in order to take us unprepared. 
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Sir Echvard Nrwenhrm — I faid I would not propofe to entet 
into a committee on the bill for eight or ten days, ' 

Attorney General — I underftood that we were to have ten days 
previous notice before this bill was brought forward, but it is not 
worth enquiring into, I do not mean to go into thedifcuilion of 
the bill, but I would wifb the Honourable Member would now 
ftate the neceffity there i^ for bringing it in at all, and alfo who 
thole perfons are who are difcontented with »he prefent confti- 
tution, and with whom it originates, for 1 will fay if it originates 
with an armed body, 'tis inconfiftent with the freedom of de- 
bate for this Houfe to receive it. We lit not here to regifter the 
edicts of another aifembly, or to receive proportions at the point 
of the bayonet : I admire the volunteers, lb long as they con- 
fine themfelvcs to their firft lin,e of conduct \ it was their glory 
to preferve the domeftic peace of their country, and to render it 
formidable to foreign enemies — it was their glory to aid the civil 
jnagiflrate, and to luppcrt their parliament ; but when they.turn 
aiide from this honourable condudt, when they form themfelves: 
into a debating fociety, and with that rude inltrument the bayo- 
net, probe and explore a conflitution which requires the niceCt 
hand to touch, \ own my refpedt and veneration for them is de-* 
ftroyed — If it be avowed that this bill originated with them I will 
rejed it at once, becaufe I confider that it decides the que^ion> 
whether this Houfe or the convention are the reprefentatives of 
the people, and whether parliament or the volunteers are to be 
obeyed — I confider it as a queftion involving the exiftence of the 
conflitution ; and it is in vain, whatever may be avowed or 
pretended, to (hut our ears and eyes to what every one has heard 
and leen — armed men walking bareheaded through the ftreets 
under a military efcort, courting the frailes and applaufes of the 
multitude, and meeting in the Pantheon of divinities, the Ro- 

tunda-1 for we are told 'trs blafphemy to utter a word agamtl 

them ; — forming committees and fub-committees, receiving re- 
ports and petitions, and going through all the mockery of Parlia- 
ment — 'tis in vain then to pretend that this bill is not their man- 
date ; and can any man who has the lead regard for that confti- 
tution which our ancedors purchafed with their blood, bear to 
fee government forced from its centre by thefe reformers ? I think 
the time is now arrived, things are come to fuch a crifis, that 
even our felf-prefervation, as a parliament, depends on the vote 
we (hall now give-^this is the fpoi to make our Hand, here we 
muft draw our line — for we have retired ftep by ftep as they 
have advanced, we are now on a precipice, and to recede one 
ftep more, plunges us into inevitable ruin. 

Sir, 1 lament, for the honour of my countrymen, that they 
ihould have chofen this period for introducing innovation or ex- 
citing difcontent — What is the occafion that calls forth their dif 
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pleafuro againfl the confiicution^ and wh^c is our prefent (itua- 
tion ? Bleffed with a free trade and a free conftitution, our peett 
reftored to their rights and to their lawful authority, our judges 
rendeied independent, the manacles fallen from our commons^ 
all foreign controul abolifbed, we take our rank among the 
nations as afreeftatej and is this a time to alter that conftitu- 
tion which has endured fo many ftorm , and rifen fuperior to 
all oppreffions ? Will the armed aflbciations, wife as they may 
be, be able to form a better, though they rejeft this ? Before 
they have for a fingle fellion entered into the enjoyment of it, 
like children, they throw away the bauble, for which, with all 
the eagernefs of an infantine caprice, they have ftruggledj or 
like fpendthrifts, they would make away with their inheritance 
before they enter into pofleflion of it. But I will fay to the » 
volunteers, you Ihall not throw from you the blellings you may - 
poiTefs under your happy conftitution, cultivate your own prof- 
perity and enjoy the fruits of your virtue, beat your fwords in- 
to ploughlhares, retui^n to your different occupations, l^ave the 
bufinefs of legiflation in thofe hands where the laws have placed 
it, and where you have had ample proof it will be ufed for the 
advantage of your country. But, Sir, it is in vain, on the part 
of the convention, to difclaim their intent of overawing the 
parliament j nay I am told their feflion is not yet prorogued, 
and perhaps they may meet on Monday to reverfe the opinion 
which this Houfe may give this night. 

Sir, I call upon the Houfe to exert their fpirit, and vindicate 
their rights ; 1 (hall call upon them in the words of a great 
man — •*Expergifcemini aliquando, et capefTite Rem." 

I appeal to the candour of gentlemen, are they fure they come 
into parliament to deliver their fentiments as freely as they 
would do if they were not members of the convention ? or will 
gentlemen who are not vote as free ? Is it decent while the 
convention are watching to controul our actions, to enter into 
any fubjedt that they can propoie ? 1 have the higheft refpedt 
for the volunteers as men, and for their former adtions; but 
if the queflion appears to the Houfe as it does to roe, the refult 
of any refblution formed at that meeting, it is our duty to reject 
it with indignation. s 

Sir Thomas OJhorrte— To me it appears that thefe reformers 
have a6ted with much precipitancy and little judgment ; they 
(hould have confidered that the reformation even of an individual 
requires time, and not run fo haftily into a bufmefs of this im- 
portance, and which does not belong to them ; it ought to be 
taken up by the counties and by the cities, they are fufliciently 
numerous to overawe the boroughs, and confidering the differ- 
ence of weight, no minifter would be mad enough to depend on 
the boroughs alone ; if he ihould lead his troops into that fitua- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



22% PARLIAMENTARY 

tjon, he would find them like FalilafTs, well peppered. I am 
not one of thole who profcls myfelf contented with the lazy reafon, 
that there is no necellity for a reform, becaule things go on well 
'enough a;? they are, and this at the end of a war, originating in 
corruption, but I think reformation ought to originate where I 
have faid, and it ought to be a fimple propofition, (landing on its* 
own bottom i the ear of the public is ever deaf to complicated 
matter ; had this reformdrion been confined to Iborteniiig the du- 
ration of parliament, it would have been underftood by thoul^nds 
that are bewildered in its perplexities ^ and I own that if that part 
of ihe rt^formation had been propofcd, it ihould have had my 
fuJ)port. 

Mr. Fisod — Sir, I have not mentioned the bill as being the bill 
of any fct of men, or body of men whatfoever. I am as free to 
enter into the diicuflion of this bill as any gentleman in this 
Houfe, and with as little prepofTeflion in favour of what I fliall 
propofe. I prefer it to the Houfe as the bill of my Right Hon. 
Friend, who feconds me. — Will you receive it from us ? 

[Here Mr. Flood fat down j but after a fliort paufe he arofe 
again.] 

Mr. F/ood — In the laft parliament it was ordered, that leave be 
given to bring in a bill for the more equal reprefentation of the 
people in parliament ; this was in the Duke of Portland's admi- 
nillration ; an adminiftration which the Right Hon. Gentleman 
profefles to adnlire ; and which he will not fufpedl ofoverturning 
the conftltution. 1 own from the turn which has been given to 
the queftion, I enter on it with the deepeft anxiety ; armed with 
the authority of this precedent, I did not think any one would 
be fo defperate as to give fuch a violent oppofition to the fimple 
introduction of a bill. I now rife. Sir, for the firft time to fpeak 
upon the lubjc61, and I call upon every man, auditor or fpefta- 
tor, in the houfe or in the galleries, to remembejthis truth — that 
if the volunteers are introduced into this debate, it is not I who 
have done it. 

The Right Honourable Gentleman fays, if the volunteers have 
approved it, he will oppofe it — but, I fay, I bring it in as a 
member of this Houfe; fupported with the powerful aid of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman who fits behind me, (Mr. Brownlow) we 
bring it in as members of parliament, never mentioning the vo- 
lunteers, I afk you, will you receive it from us, from us your 
members, neither intending by any thing within doors, or with- 
out, to intimidate or overawe you ? 1 alk, will you receive it as 
our bill, or will you conjure up a military phantom of interpofi- 
tion to affright yourfelves ? — I have not introduced the volun- 
teers, but if the volunteers are afperfed, I will defend their con- 
, duct againfl: all the world. By whom were the commerce and 
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the conftitution of this coiintj-y recovered? By the volunteers. 
Why did not the Right Honourable Gentleman mak^e -a decla- 
mation againfl: thera when they lined our frreets, when parliament 
pafled through ranks of thofe virtuous armed citizens, to demand 
the rights of an infulted nation ? Are they different men at thfs 
day, or is the Right Honourable Gentleman different ? He was 
• then bne of their body — he is now their accufer ? He vv'ho faw 
the (Ireets lined, who rejoiced, who partook in their glory, is now 
their accufer. What has changed them fince thac time ? Are 
they lefs wife, lefs brave, lefs ardent in their country's caufe ; 
or has- their admirable conduct made Lim their enemy ? May they 
not fay, we have not changed, but you have changed ? He 
cannot now bear to hear of volunteers — but I will a(k him, and 
I will have Z.Jierling taught to hollviv it in his ear^ who got you 
the free trade ? Who got you the free conftitution ? Who made 
you a nation ? The volunteers. If thdy were the men you now 
defcribe them, why did you accept of their fervice ? Why did 
you 'not then accufe them ? If they were fo dangerous, why did 
you pafs thrpugh their ranks, with your Speaker at your head, to 
demand a conftitution? Why did you not then fear the ills you 
now apprehend ? Have your Lord Lieutenants refufed the fervice 
of thofe men ? Look back to their offers in Lord Carlifle's ad- 

miniftration. Have not fuch of them, as could obtain that 

honour, been proud to be efcorted by them to the fea ? And 
have not parliament returned repeated thanks to this body of men, 
who are now fo degenerated, that redlitude becomes depravit)^in 
them ? Were not refolutions fought from them to give a fane- 
tion to the inadequate fecurity of fimple repeal ? When betray- 
ed in6o wrong, they were cherifhed — but now when ri^ht, op- 
pofed. 

What do fome of the greateft men in England fay, fpeaking of 
the volunteers, ** That the hiftory of mankind, the annals of the 
world do not furnilh fuch another glorious example of patriotifm 
and moderation j" aijd now will any man condemn them, if they 
wiih to crown tbemfelves with never-fading glory, and flnilli 
their labours by rendering perfect the conftitution that their virtues 
have acquired ? Should you comply, it would for ever render un- 
neceflary the interference of fuch bodies of men as they are. I 
am confcious that I have not done juftice to that much honoured, 
and much injured body of men; but be it remembered, that it 
was not I who introduced their name : it was not I who wifhed 
to inflame your paflions when I had not argument to fupport me : 
it was not I who wifhed to debauch them to the fide of fear — fuch 
a proceeding (hews the rottennefs of the caufe. If the volunteers 
and parliament fljall ever be committed, which God almighty 
forbid, no great thanks will be due to thofe men who reprefent 
the volunteers as endeavouring to dragoon parliament — men who 
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endeavour to exafpcrate them, and if their moderation was net 
greater than the wifdom of their accufers, great and miferable 
would be the confufion indeed ; but they have too much wifdom 
not to defpife their accufers., though I will tell the man who 
accufes them, that there was a time when he was proud to joiii 
in their ranks, and (bare the glory of their conduft. 

I am called on for an explanation of my plan of reform, in order 
that exceptions may be talcen to it ; but I am ready to explain it, 
and to refute all exceptions on the ground of reafon and arg^u- 
ment. — As in this houfe votes go by tale, and not by weight, 
and as the vote of the meaneft wretch that ever difgraced the walls 
of parliament, though reprefenting the moft venal borough, 
tells for as much as the moll Hluftrious charafter, reprefenting the 
firft county in the kingdom, the people wifh to corre6l the ill 
efte£ls of this by opening the boroughs, and giving them an op- 
portunity of being virtuous. This is the vdice of the people, 
and it is oppofed bccaufe it is faid to be the demand of the volun- 
teers J but the volunteers and the people are the fame; they have 
been made conftitutional by every a6t, but that of being placed 
pn your eftablifliment, which they defpife. Does any man fay, 
that there is not a pofitive a6l of parliament, dire£ting every pro- 
teftant to bear arms ? And will you fay, that becaufe one man 
fulfils more of his duty, as a citizen, than another, that he (hould 
lefs enjoy a citizen's privilege ? Or will any man fay, that be- 
caufe the volunteers, in obedience to the laws, bear arms, that 
that obedience ihould ftrip them of their franc &ife ? 

But who will deny that the reprefentation of cities and bo- 
roughs demands reform ? And are plans of reform to be rejected, 
becaufe agreeable to the volunteers ? If fo, how came the Duke 
of Portland to fend volunteer delegates to the throne with letters 
to deliver into the facred hand of Majefty ? And if the Duke of 
Portland a£ted thus, will any man fay, that the volunteers* have 
lince done any thing to transform them into thegorgons and hydras 
they have been reprefented ? No, they are not changed, they are 
feen through the medium of borough intereft ; it is this that has 
given them this terrible afpedt, it is the fordid intereft of a profti- 
tuted government to fay they have (Irength, though it be the 
ftrength of borough-mongers ^ but it is the ftrength of a virtuous 
government to be fupported by the public good opinion ; and it 
is no credit to any government to depend rather on a venal parlia- 
ment, than onfthe honeft voice of an ingenuous nation. .The 
bill fets at defiance all objedtion ; for is there a mart who will fay, 
however political declamation may attempt to miflead, that the 
conftitution wants no reform? Will any man fay, that that con- 
ftitution it perfedl, when he knows that the honour of the peer- 
age may be obtained by any ruffian who poireffes borough inte- 
reft ? 
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Mr. F!ood then proceeded to trace the general outline of i\\t 
plan of reform agreed to at the Convention, and concluded witli 
faying — I (hall neither endeavour to intimidate nor overawe the 
Houle, hut on the confary I (hall moft humbly hope, that in the 
infancy of your liberty, and becaufe it is no argi.ment to tell you, 
that a body of men who are determined to treat with refpeft that 
conftitution which they have recovered' by fortitude, bear arms 
for their country's fervice : I- hope, \ fay, you will not go to 
hlb for objections until thefe people (hall do fomething derogatory 
of that authority which they have eftabjifhed — no body of men 
can make me affirm to be right what I know to be wrong — nei- 
ther will I be fo abfurd as to deny that which 1 know to be right, 
becaufe other men think ^o too. 

Mr. Mrjlyneux-^Th\% is one of the moft important queftions 
ever agitated in this Houfe, and I lament the ill, treatment the 
motion has received from the other fide, in the courfc of which 
fuch illiberal reflections have been thrown on the faviours of their 
country, for their interference to reform a vicious reprefentation 
of the people. The queftion is, Whether Ireland is truly repre- 
fented or not? The lentiraents of all are that we are not truly 
reprcftented, and this opinion has coincided with the volunteer 
army, who have prdved themfelves the faviours of their country. 
We have been told that no reform is necefTary ; but I deny it : 
Reform is nece^fary, I am an inftance of that neceffity of reform. 
Are not boroughs fold at market like an afs or an ox ? Who are 
they that propofe it ? Some of the n^oft refpedable perfons in 
this kingdom, with one of the greateft characters in this, or per- 
haps in anjjr other kingdom, at their head,; it is the voice of the 
people ; it (fapuld not be flighted \ I therefore give my heartj 
concurrence to the motion. 

Sir Hercules Langrijhe faid, that it would be paying a "great 
compliment to the requifition of the Honourable Member, not- 
withflanding any partiality he might entertain towards him, if he 
were to furrender every faculty of his underftanding — to (hut his 
eyes at what every man fees — to (hut his ears againft what every 
man hears — and this he murft do, if he were perfuaded to treat this 
as a (imple propofition for leave to bring a bill into parliament. 

The Hon. Member has ftated his plan, and it is unneceifary 
to tell you it is literally the plan, (haped and fafhioned in another 
ailerably, and fent here through the means of two refpedlablc^ 
members juft to receive the form of law. Can any man, without 
making a furrendeer as far as in him lies, of the rights and exift- 
ence of parliament, confent to the reception of it under thofe 
circuqiftances ? We all know whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth — ^we have read it in every newipaper, paragraph by para- 
graph^ as it came out pruted by authority ; and we are now cal-> 
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led upon to give up ourfelves, and take it as the plan and pro' 
pofition of two honourable members. I will never thus impofe 
upon royfelf. I will never agree to the propofition, becaul'e'I 
know where it originates. I will never agree to the plan, be- 
cau(e 1 know, and think it would be I'ubverfive of the conftitu- 
tion. I have a great refpeft for the authority of the honourable 
member who made the motion ; but where is the authority that 
could juftify a member of parliament .in an attempt to demoliih 
ancient charters that have taken root in the con{litucion,and are the 
growth of fo many centuries ? Where is the authority that could 
juftify us in extinguifliing or transferring to others the rights and 
franchifes of thofe who fent us here ? Where h the authority that 
could juftify an attempt to alter the effential principles of a con- 
ftitution, which has been the admiration and the envy of all na- 
tions and all ages, and which perhaps is the only one in the world 
that has preferved political liberty to this day ? And is there com- 
mon fenfe in your attempts to alter it the very moment you have 
acquired it ? To rejedtit, before you have tried it ? I have con- 
sidered this fubjedl with all its confequences. I have ftudied the 
deliberations of focieties in your owtt country. I have travelled 
over every page that has been written and tranfmicted to you from 
another country, by perfonages who were appointed arbiters of 
the conftituti^nal deftiny of Ireland 5 and I conclude in the words 
of one of them, I mean a noble duke of great abilities, of great 
extent of thought, and great learning, on this fubjedl, confidering 
thofe plans of partial reform, (and one would think the prefent 
plan was particularly in his thought) who fays, " It proceeds on 
the fame principle as the abufe it pretends to re£tify — it is ftill 
partial and unequal — there is no leading principle — all is at fea, 
without any compafs to diftinguiflj the fafe from the dangerous 
courfe." (He recited the various plans and inconfiftencics pro- 
pofed by different perfons, and faid) — On what a precipice you 
lland ? How the faculties of the mind are ioft in apprehenfion, 
when you look down from the eminence of your venerable con- 
ftitution, on the perplexities, the difficulties, the dangers, that 
are prefented to you by thofe fages of reform. When you fee 
each cafuift differing from his brother, and almoft every one dif- 
fering from himfelf, if the fubjefi were net too ferious, it would 
be laughable enough to fee how thofe doddrs differ ; they differ, 
becaufe they do not know the difeafe — there is no dilieafe — the 
conftitutionis reftored. I muft do them thejuftice to fay, they 
diifer from the generality of advertifmg dolors in this, thej do 
not declare their medicines equally good for all conftitutions, for 
icarcely one recommends them as fuited to Ireland. It was lately 
your ambition to contend for, it is now your glory to have ac- 
quired, the Britiih conftitution. Now you have obtained it, con- 
fider it well before you change it. There are fome things too 
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important for experiment, too facred for change ; and if there 
.be one thing more facred, more inimitable than all others, it 
is your form of government* If the people^ of this coun- 
try would enjoy contentment, when they have fa 'much call 
for it — if they would accept the felicity that is before them — 
if they would repofe under the con ftitution they have acquired, 
and cultivate the country they have defended by their arms, we 
fliould be the happieft people on the earth $ or if they would con* 
defcend to reft on their arms, and take a review, with their 
own eyes, of the magnificent obje£ls that employ their reprefen- 
tatives, they wbuM behold them with admiration ; they would 
not interrupt their great deliberations ; they would depart not 
only in peace, but in pride. T^ey would fee them arranging fup- 
plies, fo as to infure annual meetings of your parliament :-rfram- 
ing a mutiny bill, to aflert your conftitution and govern the army: 
— forming an Irifli poft-office, alike favourable to revenue and li- 
berty ; — eftablifliing an Irilh admiralty^court, with final appeal, 
the laft pledge of external legiflation : — giving new authority to 
the laws, and new reftri^ions to prerogative, by an adt of indem- 
nity for a late embargo : — deliberating on a wide fyftera of com- 
merce between this country and America, with the great concep- 
tion of making, if poflible, Ireland the mart of communication 
between the aid world and the new : — they would fee them anxi- 
oufly and honeftly confidering how beft to relieve the diftrefles, 
and promote the manufaftures of this country. I will now tell 
you what they would not fee them employed about. They ate 
not alTerting the fupreme and exclufive authority of your parlia- 
ment : — they are not refloring to your lords their judicature, or 
to your nation its commerce : — they are not refcuing your parlia- 
ment from the bondage of Sir Edward Poynings, or framing an 
Habeas Corpus Adt, or a bill to make the judges independent : — 
they are not overturning religious prejudices by a6ts of toleration, 
or inviting the wealth of talents and the world by a naturalization 
aft. No, thefe are done already — thefe are the immortal trophies 

of the laft parliament. Good God I is the mind of man 

never to be fatisfied ? If a recoUedion of what you have acquir- 
ed— ^if a contemplation of what we enjoy — if the profpedl of na- 
tional improvement which lies before yon — if thefe will not fatisfy 
you, I can only fay — Happinefs is not the lot of man !— One 
confolation however he may infure to himfelf in every public 
or private calamity, that k the refiedtion that he had no'fhare in 
producing it. 

Mr. Gardiner — I ihall offer a very few words, being at prefent 
very little able to fpeak upon any lubjeft. 1 ftall not enter into 
the merits of the bill itfelf, but confine the little I fhall fay to 
the general principles of reformation. I will not fay that no pof- 
fible plan of reform could be ufeful, but I fay, that cireum- , 
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ftanced as we are, at prefent, it would not be politic to give 
leave to bring in thi^ bill, which propofes, in a very efle-^tial 
point, to change your conftitution. In England, a bill of re- 
form was brought forward by a man, who for his age, poiTefles 
the greateft abilities that perhaps ever fell to the (hare of any hu- 
man being, yet when it was fairly difcufled,- it appeared not to 
be a popular meafure at all, though the circumftances of Great 
Britain render a parliamentary reform a thing there infinitely more 
prafticable than here. 

If then in Great Britain this was deemed a dangerous and un- 
popular meafure, how cautious ffaould we be of adopting it — 
but who will fay that it does not come before us in a very im- 
proper manner ? Who will fay that it does not originate with 
the volunteers — No man has more efteem, even veneration, for* a 

treat part of that body, fo long as they fhall perfevere in their 
rft condudt, but when they over-ftep the modefty of their fitua- 
tion, when they aflume a legillative authority, I own my efteera 
and my refpedt for them fubudes — I never will fit here to be dic- 
tated to by any man or body of men — I (hould think my felf info 
doing guilty of the bafefl treachery to the conftitution. It is 
faid the volunteers alone produced the great meafures at which 
all rejoice ; but I will not give them the fole merit. Parliament 
coincided with the firfl propofition of the volunteers for the be- 
nefit of this country, the others followed almoft of courfe : And 
now I hope parliament will be unanimous in repelling this fir ft 
propofition to fubvert the conftitution. 

Mr. Browniow— Gentlemen would have been at a great lofs 
for arguments to oppofe this motion, if they had not conjured 
up aerial phantoms of armed men prefenting it on the point of 
the bayonet, yet what is fo very alarming here, has been 
pradifed in Great Britain, under the aufpices of the prefent ad- 
miniftration. The borough of Shoreham has been thrown open ; 
but are gentlemen afraid of redtifying errors ? This is a meafure 
called for with the voice of moderation, there is no fuch mad 
idea, as that of intimidating parliament, but the voice of the peo- 
ple fconer or later will be heard i we have done our duty in 
this bill, we offer it to you as our own adk, not astheaft of 
other men — We hope gentlemen will not rejed it in the fim in- 
ftance, but give it a fair hearing ; but if it muft be put to a quef- 
tion, we truli: there is in this Houfe a majority to fupport the 
wifhes of the people. 

The Hon. iVeJIey Pole-^lt is moft certain that there are but 
few precedents of the Houfe refufing leave to bring in a bill ; 
but the unprecedented ftate of the kingdom calls for unprecedented 
mealures ; every man knows that this bill originated with the 
volunteers ; and arc the volunteers the whole of the people of 
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Ireland ? I live in a country where perhaps there are five hundred 
volunteers ; there was a meeting for an. addrefs on this bufinefs, 
eleven people met, and ten of them named me as their delegare } 
I refufed to undertake the commiffion, becaufe I did not admit 
the necellity of any alteration, por my part, I venerate the 
conftitution which is now attempted to be fubverted ; and no 
man, how great foever his force or eloquence, can influence me 
I to defert it ; yet if this Houfe fliould be fo pufiUanimous as to 
receive the bill, and for ever deftroy the rights of parliament, I 
thank heaven 1 can go to a country where I can enjoy thofe 
rights ; but firft I will attempt to fupport them here, nor (hall 
they be overturned by any body of men, while I have life or 
fortune to defend them. 

Mr. George PonfonBy — It is fo extremely natural to think fa- 
vourably of this conftitution under which we enjoy, in fecurity, 
our lives, our liberties, our fortunes, and the honour of fitting in 
this Houfe, that the Hon. Member need not be furprized at find- 
ing his innovations fo generally oppofed. A genrteman indeed 
pretenda that we (hould receive this motion as originating in the 
Houfe ; I own it is made by a Member of the Houfe, becaufe 
no body elfe could make it ; but does not every one know that 
the Hon. Gentleman is the mouth-piece of the convention, and 
that this is their voice ? Every one knows what has been doing 
at the Rotunda thefe three weeks 5 if there was no intention to 
overawe us, why was it thought neceflary to bring to the me- 
tropolis an aflembly of armed men bearding parliament j but I will 
not be overawed, I will fupport with my life and with my for- 
tune, that conftitution under which I enjoy every blefling. If 
we were^to enquire very curioufly into the frame of our confti- 
tution, perhaps fome trifling imperfedlions might be found % 'but 
are we on that account, to go round the world begging opini- 
ons ? and becaufe a ge;itleman in Yorkfliire thinks our conftitu- 
tion defedlive, fliall we therefore overturn the whole ? Parlia- 
ment are adequate to the reformation of national grievances,' and 
they have proved it. The reftraiht of our trade was a griev- 
ance : the dependence of our judges was a grievance : the con- 
trcpl under which our conftitution laboured was a grievance 2 
tht deprivation of the privilege of our peers was a grievance ; 
Poynings law was a grievance: but which of thefe grievances 
now exift ? Has not parliament reformed them all ? Some gen- 
tlemen are fo very nervous as to imagine the conftitution is fick 
— why ? becaufe it is fick ; bOt their ftate is fo hopelefs, that 
no man can attempt a cure ; for it is impoflible to adminifter to 
the maladies of a perturbed fpirit. 

The objedt of the Hon. Gentleman is to make our government 
more popular, and in that point he admits the counties and the 
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cities are tolerable enough — Ungrateful counties, ungrateful ci- 
ties — ye have not any of you called upon this friend of liberty to 
reprefent you, but fufFer him to lit here for a \enal borough. 

No man enjoys in any higher degree the talent of clofe rea- 
foning than the Hon. Gentleman who made the motion, and as 
the inftance of Shoreham has been given, I will fubmit to him, 
whether that inftance, and its confequences, if authorities are 
to have any weight, do not decide in favour of letting our con- 
ftitution ftandas it is. The boroojgh of Shoreham hadib long 
and fo often been guilty of fuch Ihameful bribery, that parlia- 
ment, though with infinite reludtance, was at laft obliged to in- 
terfere with that facred, though abufed trufl:, a charter ; and 
disfranchifing the corporation, eftabliflied a new one j-r-foon af- 
ter this, a general reformation was propofedin parliament ; but 
did parliament approve it, though fupported by the greateft 
ability ? or, did the noble Lord who moved the disfranchife- 
ment of Shoreham, approve of tampering with the conftitution 
of the realm ? > 

There feems to have been propagated an opinion, that fome 
radical defedt exifts in our conftitution, and political reformers 
have heated their imaginations with many projeds of cure: They 
have had from a neighbouring kingdom feveral letters, fome 
of the anfwers have been Ihewn, though not all — it is not the 
part of honeft men to conceal the truth, but what have they at 
ftake ? — yet this is not all, for after applying to all the fyftem- 
mongcrs in Europe, we cannot find any two of them agree in 
their plans of reformation. 

There are in chis country two fets of men, who are interefted 
in promoting a change. The catholics of the fouth, the known 
friends to monarchy •, the prefLyterians of the north, tfce vota- 
ries of republicanilm; thefe latter have fet on the others to make ' 
it a common caufe, and between them both, the' eftablifhed 
church is blockaded ; but if the people who have eftablifhed the 
conftitution, fhall be overpowered by thofe who often attempted 
to deftroy it, we fhall have them quarrelling amongft themfdlves 
for votes, for feats in parliament, for authority, and for fupre- 
macy. 

Sir, I oppofe the introduction of this bill, becaufe it comes 
from an armed body ; becaufe I and my anceftors have lived 
happy under the prefent conftitution; becaufe that conftitution 
every day gives us new proofs of its excellence, and becaufe I 
do not think it the part of a man to throw away a poffeflion of 
experienced value, to run after wild i^eculation. 

Right Hon. 'John O^Neil — I cannot be iatisfied with giving a 
filent vote upon this fubjedt. 1 have no objeflion to the bill as 
coning from another alTembly ; but even that is done away by 
the Hon. Gentleman adopting it as his own. As to the noto- 
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riety of the alTembly meeting at the Rotunda, it is nothing but a 
number of gentlemen meeting to tiflk over a particular fubjed, 
and what fubjedt ever came before parliament that had not been 
talked over before it viras introduced ? But this has the advan- 
tage of being digefted by mCe and honefl: men, nor do I think it 
a 'whit the worle for having been aflifled with opinions from 
Great Britain. If, however, yow will not accept the bill, on the 
ground which I have ftated, and which are to me fully fatis- 
faftory, I now addrefs you in the name of five thoufand free- 
holders, vA\o have commiflioned me in their name to requeft a 
reform ; in doing this I have difcharged my duty, and now I 
fpeak my private opinion, which is, that as the public mind is 
much dgitiited, flsould you refdfe this their reafonable defire, 
you will excite jealoufies among the people which you will find 
it very difficult to allay. ' 

yk,Fit!sgib6on — I thought that fome proof of the neceffity of 
a reform would have been urged, and that we fhould not be en- 
tertained with the flights of vifibnary fpeculatifts into the region* 
of theory and hypothefis ; but we endure all this, becaufe the 
wife men of 1783, cannot' reconcile certain abftra6t ideas of cer- 
tain fyftelti-mqngers in England, to the free and happy conAitu- 
tion of this country. 

I do not oppofe the introdudion of this bill, becaufe it is re- 
plete with abfurdities, and direftly contrary to the firft refponfe 
of the Dungannon oracle; — no, I will oppofe it, becaufe it 
comes under the mandate of a military congrefi. \ ihall take no 
notice of the manner in which the motion is attempted to be 
ftolen upon us by furprife— we were to have had ten days pre- 
vious notice tiik. The Hon. Member who adopts and fathers 
the bill, tells us it is^the favourite meafure of the people ; now I 
will undertake to trace it to its fource, and (hew, that it is the 
produdion of a military congrefs, alfembled in the capital, ap- 
pearing in military parade* and afTuming all the mock order of 
a legiflative aftembly. This plan of a parliamentary reform, was 
firft taken up by the fociety called, the conftitutional fociety in 
England, for the purpofe of ihaking Lord North's government, 
when other engines had failed. Now, whether this fociety cor- 
refponded with certain perfons in Belfaft,'is not well known, but 
this is certain, that in the month of July, forty-five corps ailem- 
bled at Belfaft, and there did refolve to hold a provincial con- 
grefs at Dungannon, in the courfe of the laft fummer, in order 
to reform the conftitution of this realm. In the "mean time, 
Mr. Henry Joy, jun. of Belfaft, printer of the Belfaft paper, 
and fecretary to the volunteers of that town, writes circular let- 
ters to fundry perfons in England and eifewhere, defcribing what 
he waspieal'^d to call the defeas of our parliament, in the Com- 
mons Houle, of which he aiferts, that there are but- fixty -four 
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perfons freely returned, the others, the ofFspring of venality- 
Under this very flattering defcription of the aflembly which I 
have the honour now to addrefs, he writes to a number of per- 
fons in England i whether he got anfwers from them all I will 
not fay, but that he did get anfwers from feveral dodors, and 
from feveral majors is pretty notorious j and it is equally noto- 
rious, that with thefe anfwers, garbled and mutilated to his pur- * 

. pofe, Mr. Henry Joy, jun. of Belfaft, prinfer and fecretary, * 
proceeded to Dungannon ; there they enter into fundry refolu- 
tions, and vote diat a grand national convention fhall (it in 
Dublin, in November, to carry thefe refolutions into efFedt. 
Thefe determinations they publifhed, and tranfraitted to every 
county in Ireland ; the convention is now alfenabled in conle- 
quence of thefe determinations, they have fat three weeks, they 
have had their committees, and their fub-committees ; they have 
printed their refolutions, every man has read them, and I have 
heard they are the moft moderate that ever were entered into by 
fifty thoufand men in arms, with fifcy thoufand more ready to 

* join them ; and will gentlemen tell me that the conftitution is 
not invaded, when any man fliall dare to make a propofition from 
fifty thoufand armed men, with fifty thoufand more ready to join 
them ? Gentlemen fay it is dangerous to commit the parliament 
and the volunteers ; I know it is dangerous, I know the man 
that does it (hould anfwer the crime with his head ; but I know 
the force of the laws is fufficient to crufli them to atoms, and 
for one, I fay, that I do not think life worth holding at the will 
of an armed demagogue. If ever there was an occafion that call- 
ed upon every man poiTeffing one fentiment of liberty, to exert 
it in the defence of the conftitution, it is this, it is the prefent 
occafion which demands to fpurn this bill away. 

The bill of laft feflion has been quoted; the motion for that 
bill was brought forward with due regard to the conftitution, 
and proper parliamentary order ; and what I would readily 
concede to an individual approaching cur bar with proper 
refpedt, I would fcorn to concede to men who prefume to 
demand, and let not therefore the Hon. Member fuppofe I fear 
to meet the bill upon its own merits, though fupported by the 
united wifdom of Mr. Henry Joy, jun. and all his learned and 
unlearned correfpondents. There is another circumftance of idle 
babble gone forth, which only could have iflued from the cells 
cf Bedlam, that if this bill be rejected, fome wretched fools 
will refufe to pay taxes 5 this cannot be the language of men of 
fenfe, I only mention it to let it be defpifed. I have alfo heard 
that a Houl'e of Parliament is to be built at Dungannon, and 
that we ai^e to have annual feftions of convention to regulate the 
bufinefs of the nation in church and ftate. Gentlemen may call 
this liberty if they plea'fe ; but I call it the worft kind of tyran- 
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tiy. To put an end to it at once, I am for* rejedting this motion 
for leave to introduce a bill, and then the men with whom k 
originates will return to their homes, alhamed of having been fo 
mach mifled. 

Sir Echvard Ne<wenham faid the county of Dublin was not a 
military congrefs, and yet it had inftruded him on the fubjed of 
a parliamentary reform. 

Prime Serjeant Kelly — I will rife up for the conflitution of my 
country as I would for an old friend — I will admit he has faults 
and imperfe^ions, but I will fay, he has a thoufand virtues and 
good qualities ; and I will fay, let his faults and his imperfedti- 
ons be forgotten — they are fmall, and what fall to the lot of every 
thing human, but let his virtues and good qualiries be remem- 
bered, for they are tranfcendent, and have never been equalled 
upon earth. I will fay, he has fuch virtues, and fuch perfehions, 
that if you difcard him once, 

Tou ne'*er will look upon bis like again / 

Our conflitution has been thought the perfe6lion of human 
wifdom, it has been the envy and admiration of all the world, 
and now when it is renovated with additional (Irength, it is a 
foolifh thing to hazard a change. - 

We had no original confliturion, nothing like a parliament in 
this country before our connection with England — we had indeed 

a Brehon law From that kingdom we received it by charter 

and by adoption; and if In Englandl, where a reform is niuch more 
pradicable, it has been rejected as dangerous and unconflitutional, 
how much ftronger are the reafons for rejedting it here ? 

I have looked at this plan, and to me it appears only calcu- 
lated to increafe the ariftocratical power of a few leading men in 
each country — it profeffes indeed to throw open the borough^ 
but it would,, in fad, turn counties into boroughs. Were it ne- 
ceflary to go into the bill itfelf, I could fliew that it would pro- 
duce every evil it pretends to redify j but I am of opinion it 
should be rejedted in the fird inftance, becaufe it propofes to 
overturn the conftitution, under which we have long enjoyed 
every blefling, and which has lately received fo'much' additional 
ftrength. 

I would oppofe this fcheme of innovarion let it originate 
where it might, but my oppofition to it is much ftrengthened when 
1 know that it originates with the fadtion in England, who want to 
play off* the volunteers as an engine againft thofe whofe places 
they wiih to obtain, and who (hould afterwards govern this coun- 
try by keeping up that variance and confufion which they now 
attempt to excite; but I hope the vote of this evening will de- 
ilroy their machinations. 

As to the volunteers, I love and admire them ; they armed 
in the moment of danger, and terrified the enemy from our coaft. 
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they have fupported Parliafnent in -reGovering the rights of our 
free conftitution — fofar I fay, their conduct is glorious; but when 

. they interfere with the legiflature, when they atteippt tp innovate 
upon the conftitution, when they aifume to direft the deliberations 
of this Houfe, then I fay they fall into a dangerous error, and 
iBuft be refifted. 

It is certain, that there is no inflance where a large body of 
men in arms, and independent of th? {late, have alTumed a con- 
troul that is not powerfully refifted, they hayc. not overturned 
the ftate. I did hope that the volunteers would have been an 
exception to this. lule — their conduft was fo moderate, I thought 
when they had acquired a free conftitution they would preferve 
it inviolable. But what right have the volunteers^ or what right 
has the ftanding army tp interfere with the deliberations of par- 
liajnent ? . I can fee ^no difference between this a£t and the man- 

' date of the board of officers in the time of Cromwell. 

I who have lived long, and who have feen the miferies of this 
country, ^an hardly believe th^ changes that have been made, 

. or think the. bleffings we now enjay ?:eal. I would have*com- 
pound^d that my fon.or my grandfon (hould live; to poffefs them, 
but I thank God, I live to fee them with my own eyes — I live 
to fee my country great and happy, and no vote, or act, of this, 
the evening of my days, ihall tend to difturb that happinefs. 

I will never regifter the edi^tof a military ^ilbciation ; and w^l 
any man fay, that this is lefs the edict of a. military aflbciatioo, 
becaufe a member of parliament hands it to us by their order ? 
Let us fiot then be a mof:k parliament, to fit here and r.egifter 
cdi^s, while another affembly poiTeftes the power of iifuing 
tkem; lee us. rather diffolve ourfelves at once than tamely fubmit 
to be fo degraded. I am not long a member of parliament, but/ 
whiJe I (it in this Hoafe, it will ever be a capital objedlion 
with roe againft any bill, tl\at,it cOmes from aw armed body. 
What does this bill import ? that the laft and the prefent par- 
liaments were corrupt; the ad^s of this .parliament can fpeak for 
themfelves ; they have been di,rcdt^d to the improvement of the 
advantages which the viri;ue of the laft acquired^ and therefore 
this is the moft improper time that fuch a bill could be introduc- 
ed, while the prelent parliament are making advantages of thofe 
rights which the laft recovered. 

Mr. Brtnvn faid that he ftrongly approved of the bill which was 
now produced, and he knew that the county of Limerick approv- 
ed of the .meafure. 

Mr. Brooke faid his conftituents had inftrucled him, and he 
ibould therefore fupport the meafure. 

Mr. Montgomery (of Cavan) had received inftru£lions ; there 
were parts of the bill he did not approve, but thefe parts might 
be amended in its progrefs, he ftiould therefore fupport it. . 
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Lord Kingjb§rmgh — I am aftoniflied at the words that I have 
heard from the other fide of the Houfe ; for my part, I know of 
no violence or attempt to overawe, I have feen or heard of none, 
except with the gentlemen on the other fide $ their language 
indeed fee'ms intended to raife a tumult, to promote confufion, 
and to fet people together by the ears. I hope this Houfe will 
not rejeft the bill in the contemptuous manner propofed — let it 
be received and examined — if any part of it be wrong, reject that 
part, but retain what is right. I am in(lru6led to fupport it by 
the largeft county in the kingdom, the county of Cork, ^ county 
which has fuffered feverely by borough influence. This 'is to 
me a fuificient reafon for fupporting it, and ^hope it will not 
be'fmuggled out of the Houfe — it is neither decent nor parlia* 
mentary — nor will minifters, I can affure them, by fach adtionsj 
gain the confidence of the people. 

The Solicitor General fpoke againft the bill, but In fb low 
a voice, that we are unable to give our readers a propet ixieav 
ofhisfpeech. 

Mr. Bujhe faid, that before he did an a6t which would leffen 
our prefent conftitution in the public efteem,. he muft fee at leaft 
a plan of a better one. It was needlefs for the Honourable Mover 
to declare from whence he brought the prefent one ; he had % 
newfpaper in his pocket where it was printed — It can^e from 
in armed meeting which had the fword for their writ, and 1 
mutilated correfpondence for their documents; he was too much 
a friend to volunteers to approve of a convention — that conven- 
tion would be the ruin of the volunteer Inftitution — He would 
aflert as warmly as the Honourable Gentleman, that the people 
had a right to carry arms, but he denied that th^y derived from 
thofe arms any right to be a propofing power in the ftate, . They 
reprefented men who were not freeholders, and they reprefented 
thofe who were fo, not as being eledtors, but as being foldiers. 
The implication was, that they would a6l, not in their confli- 
tutional but in their military capacity : an implicatron which 
frightened commerce, and prevented men of capitals from fettling 
in Ireland. The Englifl) papers, every information we have from 
England, tell us, that they are at prefent fpeculating upon the 
ilTue of this great argument : Whether the volunteers fhall over- 
come the parliament, or whether they themfelves fhall be daflied 
to pieces againft the rock of the conftitution. We know that 
the volunteers have no ill intentions^ but other men will never 
believe it, unlefs we convince the world of that truth, by daring 
to reje6^ the Bill which comes from them. This bill is not the 
meafiH-e of the people, it is but a few days old ; it is contrary 
to every idea of reform they have ever adopted. It is the moft 
compleat derelidion of every principle of juftice and equality 
that ever was oflfered to the public afioniflunent. It takes away 

R 
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the rights of men who ought to vote, and increafes the very 
evil we complain of. He ufed fevcral arguments to (hew, that 
plan was fo defedtive that it could not laft two years. As 
individuals, he refpeded the propofers of it ; but he fliould Rave 
refpedted them more, if they had waited to try for one feflion' 
that conftitution, which two years ago they would have died 
to preferve. It admitted leafehold voters who were new in our 
conftitution. What would be the expoftulation of the Roman 
Catholics, if we refufcd them the rights which they affluently 
polTefled? We had no reafonable excu(e to offer them ; we (hould 
inake[four fifths of our fellow fubjeds our mafters, if we accepted, 
or our enemies, if we refufed them. 

Mr. Hartley — 1 have the honour to reprefent the metropolis of 
the kingdom, and am inflrufted to fupport a parliamentary re- 
form — an inflrudtion the more pleafing, as it perfedtlv coincides 
with my opinion : I therefore contend for its^ difcuinon. 

Mr. Stetvart teftified his aftonifbment at the objedtions made 
to the reception of the bill — If (faid he) the voice of the vo- 
lunteers is not to be attended to, attend to the voice of the coun- 
ty of Tyrone, who, through me, demand from you a difcuffion 
of this important bill* 

Mr. Marcus Beresford — The zealous ailertor of public liber- 
ty, and reformer of the conftitution, has introduced the example 
of the Duke of Portland, who he fays fent volunteer ambafta- 
dors to the throne. He will allow, I am fure, that example is a 
very bad argument, becaufe in human affairs, two fituations ex- 
a6tly fimilar, hardly ever occur. There was not then an armed 
body, fitting, attempting to over-awe parliament ; neither were ' 
the volunteers endeavouring to alter the conftitution. Is the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman, and the Right Honourable Gentleman who 
fupports him, fo foon tired of the conftitution which- they have 
been fo inftrumental in recovering; or do they with to transfer 
to the convention, that poweEvi'hich their efforts have affifted to 
wreft from the privy council ? — The Right Honourable Member 
fays, that the bill was only talked over by a fet of gentlemen, 
fitting and converfing like any other fet of gentlemen. But will 
he deny that it originated with an armed aflembly, and that no man 
who was not clad in military array, was permitted to fpeak in that 
affembly ? Will he deny that he fupports it in pbedience to the 
Yoteof that affembly, and that the Honourable Mover has their 
fpecial order for bringing it ? however, that gentleman niay with 
great truth fay, they are liis own fentiments, for in the converfa- 
tion mentioned, his fentiments were irrefiftable and unreftfted* — 
The committee of correfpondence has been mentioned ; let me 
fay one word of^hem. 1 think it a little unfair of that commit- 
tee, that they (hould mutilate and garble the letters which they 
have received ; for I hav^ reafon to think^ that the oracle» f a 
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England, by whofe anfwers we are to be decided, have, like the 
oracles of old, given feme anfwers that would fupport this bill, 
if they were o^" any authority, but they have alfo given fomd that 
would operate diredlly againft it. 

I have but another word — it is a complaint which I blu(h to 
make offorae members of this Houfe. Gentlemen who afFedlto 
prefer a fpurious illegitimate meeting, to their duty in parliament. 
There was\n inftance of it this day, on the committee for trying 
the Cork election, where, though each of.the parties engaged are 
nndei^ a daily expence of an hundred guineas, yet before any 
progrefs could be made, that committee adjourned this morning, 
that the gentlemen who are on it, and are delegates, might have 
an opportunity of attending the convention at the Rotunda. — I 
oppofed it, and moved that the room ihould be cleared, that we 
might debate the impropriety of fuch a proceeding ; but this was 
in vain, for fo intent were gentlemen upon gaining the applaufe 
ofthefpeflators, that this privilege, which every member of par- 
liament poffeifes of right f ^as oppofed. 

Mr. Burgh (of Old Town) could not but look upon the bill 
as lent in by an armed convention, and as fuch, mould reject 
it* He (aid, he rofe on account of two charges that had been 
endeavoured to be fattened on thofe who fhould do fo ; one of 
difrefpe^ and inconfiftency with regard to the volunteers in ge-' 
neral} the other ofoppofingor reje£ting it as a bill oT.reform ; 
bothof which he difclaimed. He had been alked, " why ap- 
prove of the agency of the volunteers in this metropolis, at ^q 
time of the free trade, and on other occalions, and fpum at it 
now ?'• He apprehended there was a wide difference betweea 
their addrelling and petitioning, th.ir following up the twoHoufes 
of parliament to the Caftle, their waiting for, and fupporting their 
meafures t and the forming themfelves into another houfe of le- 
giflation, to awe, prejudge anddidlate ; between lining the flreets, 
to attend and compliment and approve, and marching through - 
them to fit, debate and controul. They could not in the former 
inftance, be faid to controul the Houfe any more than the guards 
who lined the ftreets for the viceroy, could be faid to controul or 
lead his going to parliament ; in the lattei", they took away 
all agency from parliament. It had been faid, that ^* as frisemen 
they had a right to arms, if fo, why object to its coming from 
them fitting and debating in arms ?" — The people of England had 
equally a right to arms ; and yet when a bill of reform had 
been folemnly debated and rejected there, they did not meet and 
debate in arms ; they were not induced to do fo by the rejection 
of a bill. — Here it feems, it muft be done previous to its introduc- 
tion, and even as the mode of it. 

As to its being a bill of reform, fo far from rejecting it on 
that ground, he thought fome reform was to be defired, particu* 
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larly in the oath of a memhery and the m^e of election in the 
greater towns. But introduced as that bill was, he thou^t 
himfelf precluded from going into its merits, and that he fhonld 
be unworthy of -being a member of that Houfe, or offociety, if 
he was not ready to meet any confequence of rejecting it in the 
firft inftance. 

Mr. FarfoHs fpoke in fupport of the bill, and argued ftrongly 
the neceflity of a reform, from the many defe6ls in tte rcprcfen- 
fation, and the many faults which parliament had committed. . 

Mr. George Ogie, — I do not rife to debate the merits of this 
bill, but I have been inftru6ted by my conftituents of the county 
I have the honour to reprefent, the only authority on earth that 
has any right to inftruft me, or that I will pay any attention to. 
In obedience therefore to- their inflrudions, I (hall vote for re- 
ceiving a bill which profefTes to be for the more equal repi«£eiita-« 
tion 01 the people in parliament. 

Mr. Richard Heij Hutcbinffm faid, he (hould make no apology 
for troubling the Houfe on fuch a fubjeft as the prelent ; it was 
of fuch* infinite concernment to them all, that every man who 
had ever addreiled them upon any occafion, appeared to him to 
be called upon to fpeak out, and to deliver his ientiments, what- 
ever they might be. Totsdly unconnected as he was with any 
perfon who poflefTed borough influence, and by no means difin* 
dlined to any reafonable plan for leffening that influence, ho 
thought he looked at the prefent queftion with as little bias to mif- 
lead his judgnient as any man who heard him ; and therefore from 
BO feffiih motive^ but the ftrongefl conviction that he owed it to 
fhe conftitution and to the public decorum, he rofe to refufe his 
afTent to the bill. He faid, it was his intention to fpeak with 
caution and deference, but with an honeft freedom ; without 
fear of any man or number of men ; confcious as he vtras, that 
the prelent moment vsras a very critical one, and required the ex- 
ertion of the utmoft moderation and the greateft tirmnefs. To 
compenfate for his own inexperience, he wilhed to follow the wif- 
dom of others, and had always thought thofe countries happ^r, 
who were blefied with wife legiflators, capable of framing their 
conftitutions, and in whom their fellow citizens repofed a juft 
confidence, founded on well-known abilities, and well-tried ex- 
perience. In thefe nations, the care of forming conftitutions 
was devolved on philofophers and ftatefmen, emment for their 
knowledge of mankind, for their public virtues and integrity, 
who from having feen many days, and converied with many men, 
were thoroughly well acquainted with their virtues, vices, paf- 
fions and propenfities, and could judge for their countrymen bet- 
ter than thefe could for themfelves. Yet, one of thefe great law- 
^givers, after he had framed a conftitution for his country, though 
hemuftfaave been fenfible, that |iis and every other human in* 
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fiitution was neccflarily fubiedt to errors and defjft— y^t he 
thought the greateft benefit ne could confer on his fellovz-citi- 
zens was, to obtain their folemn promife that theie laws Ihould 
not be changed during hisabfence; and, to make this of per- 
petual force, he became a voluntary exile, and never returned to 
his country. The confequence is known — They preferved their 
liberties longer than any nation that ever exifted ; they loft thoie 
liberties, when the miftaken friends of liberty, attempted to 
firengthen it> as they thought, by introducing levelling princi- 
ples. 

Another great legiflator, of the rooft various abilities that ever 
inan perhaps poflefled, acknowledged that he had not given his 
country thcbeff conftitutio'n, but the beft flie was able to bear. — 
And \^hy ? becaufe, he faid, the^ were armed citizens, of the 
Ugheil paffions, of the fineft feehngs, of the moft refined fenti- 
ments^ poflefled of an enthufiaftic rage for liberty ; but at the 
fame time reftlefs and difcontented, difpofed to innovation, fac- 
tious in the full flowof profperity, and foraetimes diifatisfied with 
the beft of men, and the beft of nieafures. The event (hewed, 
that he perfe^ly underftood the genius of his countrymen, for 
thefe difpoiitions, and an unceafing deiire of change, overturned 
that conftitution which he had fo wifely eftablilhed. 

Greece indeed, he faid, had produced but two of thofe great 
men, but Ireland has twenty thoufand Lycurguifes, and twenty 
thoufand Solons, who to their immortal honour, have been the 
glorious inftruments in reftoring the conftitution, and who are 
|iow defirous to frame it anew. 

He faid, he liad heard their voice with reverence, but was 
diftraded with different fentiments of different men. One fet of 
men advife to abolifh what they call rotten boroughs ; another^ 
that all ele£Uons ihould be county elections ; many are for re- 
ftoring to their Roman Catholic brethren, the right offuffrage; 
many are againft it ; fome are for disfranchifing all forty (hilang 
freeholders f others for admitting termers for years. A great au- 
thority advifes, that all men, including every beggar, (hould vote, 
and that each mendicant ihould have one hand 'open for alms, 
but by all means (hut againft bribes, and that with the other he 
(hould give in a reprefentative of the people. Another complains 
of 14 folio volumes of ftatutes, of 24 volumes abridging the com- 
mon law, and deiires you to repeal them all, and take his noj^ 
trum, a little oftavo volume, in their .ftead. — In thefe circum- 
ftances, faid he,*l afk, quid/equar, cut quemp I am anfwered by the 
voice of the conftitution, directing me to follow the reprefenta- 
tive wifdom of the nation, and not the fuggeftions of any body 
of men, however highly and juftly refpedtable, * to the refult of 
whofe deliberations the law has annexed no conftitutional au- 
thority. 
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But which, he aflced, are thofe rotten boroughs, thofe which 
a few individuals decifively influence. He faid, he was willing 
to acknowledge and to lament, that there were too many fuch, 
and chat he earneftly wifhed for a remedy, if any could be found, 
not worfethan the difeafe. Bit fome of thofe places, he obferv- 
ed, had already recovered their liberties, and others were in 
the progrefs to recover theirs. He adverted to the petition from 
Kilmallock, and faid the fexton of that borough had* alTured us, 
that the grave of liberty was nofyet dug there, and the panon 
had declared that he had not yet preached its funeral fermon. 
And many boroughs, he afferted, might be reftored to their full 
franchifes, if adls of parliament, which had crept in to deprive 
particular places of their liberties were repealed, and judicial 
decilions, under pretence of preventing popular tumult, but which 
were in efFedl- to prevent popular difcufllon, refcinded ; and 
from the (pi rit of the times, he looked to thefe falutary events 
as likely loon to take place. But if, continued he, you proceed to 
annihilate the pov/er of fending members to parliament, or to 
change the conftitution, in all thofe boroughs where the power 
of a few individuals is decifive, the pruning knife will extend 
much farther, and wound more deeply than fome perfons fecm 
to be jiwareof. But would it l)e juft to change the conftitutions 
of all fuch boroughs,^ and would it be wife, if it were juft? Se- 
veral of them were the encouragement to men for building great 
towns, for planting them with inhabitants, for encouraging 
arts and manufa6tures, and promoting civilization ; or they were 
the rewards for bcftowing thofe benetits on their fellow citizens. 
In acquiring thofe rewards, and defending thofe pofTeffions, 
many great families had expended their properties, and flied their 
blood. He had no connection with any of them; but if fome 
of the great protedors, or firft ornaments of the country fhould 
be found in thefe circumftances, would it be juft to deprive their 
defcendants of the well-earned weight in the community, .ob- 
tained by the virtues of their anceflors ; or would it be wife to 
pluck away every feather from the v^'ing of the few great families 
who remain, and who have lo much contributed to the improve- 
ment, ftrength, and defence of this kingdom ? 

To thofe who wiftied that all the eledtions fhould be county 
eIe6tions, to encreaft the number of voters, and to admit the 
loweft freeholders, and even the termer for years, into a parti- 
cipation of the right of fuffrage, he begged to' afk, whether they 
were fure this may not throw great weight into the ariftocratic 
fcale ? He faid, he was certain it would, and therefore objeded 
to it. If the multiplying the number of votes would indeed add 
weight to the democratic fcale, he alked another queftionj 
whether this multiplying of votes may not overturn the conftitu- 
tion ? He feared it would, and he formed that opinion from the 
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cjt ample of one of the greateft ftates that ever exifted. Rome had 
acquired a great empire uu|ler a conftitution of a mixed nature, 
in which the democratic preponderated. The enthufiafts for 
liberty thought fhe wa» not lufficiently free. The democratic 
weight was to be encreafed, and how ? By encreafing the num- 
ber of voters. All the people of Italy > they'faid, have'aflifted 
you in ac^uiringthis grea^ empire, and they ought to Ihare equally, 
with you m the government of it. The moderate men at length 
yielded; the levelling principles at length prevailed.— An army 
of voters rufhed to Rome, Confufion, and anarchy, and civil 
war cnfued. The conflitution was fubverted, and the firft de- 
magogue became the tyrant of his country. — The people of Italy 
had, he faid, a natural claim to divide tne power, it was found- 
ed on the fpecious pretext of liberty and equality ; but thefe 
principles were carried beyond their due bounds, by means not 
coniiftent with true government, and liberty was loft by the 
imprudent efforts made to extend it. — Let us, fays he, remem- 
ber that thefe in Rome were in the midft of her greateft fuccefs 
and profperity, and let us fhudder at the example. 

He faid, it was dangerous to tell the people that their confti- 
tution is a bad one, before we are to offer them a better. What 
are they now told ? You have no reprefentatives — there is no 
parliament — you have no government — you are in a ftate of 
-nature. In the midft of every circumftance that can make a 
people happy, except contentment, you are telling them that they 
are the moft wretched (laves upon earth. He faid, he was afraid 
they might- believe it at laft. He faid, thejr (ituation put him in 
mind of the lingular wager ftated among phylicians, that they 
would make any man in perfect health think himfelf ill, and in 
confequence really be fo. His acquaintance was ftationed there 
in different places, and as they met him, faid one, what is the 
matter, you do not look well ; a fecond told him he looked very 
ill, and wondered to fee him out of his houfe ; a third obferved 
his eyes were funk in his head, and the feeds offome mortal 
diforder about him. At length a whole groupe of his acquain- 
tance confirmed the'fymptoms of mortality, and recommended 
his bed and a phyfician. He took their advice, and in due time 
died in good earneft. The phyfician won his wager, and the 
patient loft his life. 

Gentlemen on this fide of the Houfe had been, he faid, charged 
repeatedly during the courfe of that debate, with having intro- 
duced the firft mention of the volunteers. He affcrted the faft 
to. be directly otherwife, and that' the convention had b^en firft 
introduced on the other fide of the Houfe, or more directly fpeak- 
ing, that the convention had introduced the bill about the admil- 
fion of which they were then debating ; and in fupport of his 
alTertion, he called upon the Hon. Member who made the moo* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



248 PARLIAMENTARY 

tion, or the Right Hon. Memher who feconded it, to declare, 
whether there was not an exprefs order of the convention, dired- 
ing them to propofe that bill to the Houle, and to contradict 
him if he was not founded in aiferting, as he did, that there was. 

Sir John PoTHei.^l cannot fit patiently by, and fee the con* 
ftitution of niy country overturned.— The gentlemen who intro- 
duce this bill, ufe but one argument in fupport of it 1 that is, 
they difclaim the interference of the convention, and profefs it 
to be their own. But I will a(k them, is it their own alone, 
did they difcufs it no where elfe ? and if they ihall be aihamed 
to fay, they did not, let the Houfe maintain its own dignity, 
and (land or fall by it. If gentlemen feel as I do, they will 
oppofe the intrpduClion of this bill. If they feel that it is the 
confequence of the debate of another aiTembly, they will rejeft 
it withfcornj for if it becomes a queftion whether the authority 
of the ftate refides in parliament, or another body, that queftion 
muft be decided. If there are two rivals for power, one of them 
lAuft give way ; and I doubt not, the people will rather fup^ 
port the conilitution under which they may enjoy every Ueding, 
than a felf-created, feif-affuroed authority, unknown to the 
laws. 

Mr. Browne (of the College) declared, the queftion came upon 
him unexpectedly } however he could not bear to be filent upon 
fo mnd an occafion. He could not endure the thought, that 
while the great names who offeted the bill, floated down the 
ftream of time, his little bark ftiould not be ften to purfue the 
triumph. 

The queftion is magnificent and fimple; it is whether you 
will receive a bill of the Brft magnitude, introduced by the firft 
men in the Houfe ? A bill which profeffed to reftore the con- 
ftitution to its priftine vigour, and that beauty with which it 
appears in theory ancf in hiftory, which proffers to add fi new« 
to virtue, and perpetuity to liberty. It feems to be the meffenger 
of glad tidings. It bears a prominng countenance, muftum Magna 
,fcs? pr0ctara nunantis. We ought to receive it, even if its garb 
was a little exceptionable $ but it is not ; it approaches you' in 
the robes of decency, with the modefty and iirmnefs of deter- 
mined virtue. It does not enter thefe walls with force ; but it 
is received with force. It is unattended with violence ; but it 
is met with violence. I have feen no violence this night, but 
on the part of adminiftration. 

No man, he faid, had pretended to fay, that a reform was not 
necefTary } one gentleman had indeed aiferted, that no inftance 
could l>e produced of a coiiteft between parliament and the 
crown, where parliament had not beei| victorious. But where 
could an inftance be produced of fuch a conteft of late years } 
The prevailing influence of the crown was too great to allow 
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•f fnch a conteft; and where there was no conteft, there could be 
no viftory. In the laft century there was a conteft ; and why ? 
becaufe influence did not exift ; but the phrenzy of adminiflration 
had conjured up terrific formsy which no man in his fober fenfet 
could fee. They were not afraid of volunteers when we feemed 
to be on the eve of a quarrel with England ;. or when thofe. 
volunteers were raifing the gentlemen, who now fupported go- 
vernment, into confequence. 

Gentlemen had intimated that there was a French in^encci 
at the bottom of the meafure J if they meant that ^e propofers 
were confcious of it, it was a charge of high treafon, and ought 
to be made in a folemn manner ; if they fuppofed them to be 
dupes, he had too good an opinion of the abilities of the propo- 
fers, to pay credit to fuch a ridiculous alTertion. 

It had been faid, it appeared from late events, parliament had 
jiot been corrupt, and therefore a reform was not to be fought, 
i. e. a reform was not to be fought when parliament was virtuous, 
and it was poflible to acquire it; but the purfuit ought to be 
deferred till parliament was notorioufly corrupt, and there was 
ao chance of Succeeding in the attempt. 

Gentlemen have tdlked of fpuming the bilL It was not parlia* 
mentary or decent language, efpecially when the bill was intro- 
duced by the firft men in the Houfe. He was fure thoie who 
fpurnedit, treated virtue with contumely. They faid to corrup- 
tion, live for ever : What they faid to their country, that country 
muft judge. 

Mr. Haiton faid, he was againft the admiflion of the bill, as 
being haftily and prematurely brought in, and that the people 
throughout the kingdom do not know its contents. 

Mr. 7r^»c/> declared himfelfin favour of the reform, and faid 
he was intruded by his conftituents to fupport it ; and therefore 
ihould vote for admitting the bill. 

Mr. Metge faid, that though he might approve of a reform, 
this was not in that fhape in which he wifhed to meet it. 

Mr. Handcock faid, though he did not approve of all the par- 
ticulars of the bill, he ihould vote for its admiflion, as he was 
inftrufted by his conftituents to fupport a parliamentary reform. ' 

Mr. IVilUam Fojler was againit the introdu^ion of the bill, 
as coming from an armed body, and as even there it had been 
unfairly debated, no man bein^ allowed to Qppofe the ruling 
power. He was, he faid, a friend to a conftitutional reform, 
but though he would referve himfelf for a proper occafion, he 
would oppofe the prefent bill. 

General Cunningham, — Every man who has a tongue or a 
hand, is called upon to oppofe this motion, which puts the 
liberty of the country at ftake — I fee it through an armed me- 
dium. Win any man tell roe that the ink is yet dry, which wrote 
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£he refolution, authorizing thofe gentlemen to prefcnt thtsjbill 

rom the convention ? 1 always fpeak with freedom', and no 

man has ever expreflcd greater reverence for the volunteers than 
I have done, while they a£t in fupport of the laws, but not when 
they aflume to themfelves a legiflative authority. At the time 
of their firft arming, I thought them dangerous, but their a^Etions 
raifed-my refpe£l, when they undertook to defend the country 
from foreign invaiion, when they undertook to preferve the 
public peace j when they undertook to fupport parliament in 
aiferting the conftitution, then I refpedted them ; but when I find 
them eredking a felf-created body, when I find they mean to 
controul parliament, I will oppofe them, .1 will oppofe them in 
this Houfe and out of this Houle, with my fortune and with 
my life. 

The volunteers had two opportunities of leaving a name of 
innmortal honour — if they had difarmed, they had afted nobly, 
or if when they had formed thefe refolutions, they had gone to 
. their refpeclive homes, difarmed themfelves, and m brown coats 
petitioned as freeholders, in that cafe they had adted nobly. The 
gentlemen deny that this bill is their , order — if fo, why was it 
not prefented laft week ? bqcaufe their orders were not then if- 
fued — why is it prefented now? becaufe they are. 

I was always of opinion that a reform ought to be introduced, 
and I always fballbe of that opinion, when an armed force is not 
attempting to overawe me i but I look upon chapters as fa- 
cred, and will vote for a reform upon conftitutional grounds, 
if a love for this country charidterizes a volunteer, I am a volun- 
teer myfelf. I have voluntarily tranfplanted my family and my 
property into it, I mean to live and die in it. I am a volunteer 
improver of land, a volunteer builder of houfes, aflc my neigh- 
bours, and my friends, and tenants, whether I am not the right 

fort of a yolunteer It is fuch volunteers as 1 that this country 

now wants in time of peace, and it would not furprize me to fee 
any gentleman that attempts to difturb the peace, voted out of 
, the fociety of volunteers. 

iAr. Kearney was for the bill i are you afraid, faid he, to look 
a reform in the face ? 

Mr. 'Ne<viliaTid Mr. O^Hara, fpokc each in fuppOrt of the 
bill. 

Mr. CMe faid, he thought on fuch an occafion filence would 
be criminal, and he would oppofe the bill on a different ground 
from any that had been taken, becaufe it went to edablifh a 
perpetual convention at the Rotunda. The volunteers of Ame- 
rica, he faid, had taken up arms to obtain the independence of 
their country, and laid them down at the peace, that they might 
xiot interfere with their legiflature j but our volunteers hada&d 
differently, for after the independence of the country is obtain- 
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ed, they attempt to eftabliib, in themfelves, a legiflative autho* 
ritj. ' 

Mr. Arthur Wolfe. — I will vote againft the bill, becaufe I dif- 
app rove the plan of reform it contains. 

Mr. Forbes. — I rife free and unfettered by teft or inftru^tion, 
though reprefenting as independent a place as any in Ireland. — 
No man abhors the idea of having this Houfe overawed more than 
I doy for the moment this Houfe is overawed^ the conftitutton is 
at an end. I own, I co^jld have wifbed that the meeting of de- 
legates had not been held in the heart of the metropolis, though 
I well know the purity of their intention^ ; but the ignorant mul- 
titude do not know \t\ and if they fuppofe any power fuperior 
to parliament, that moment there is an end to their obedience. — 
But what evidence have we that this 'bill comes from that af- 
fembly ? None, but the pofitive declaration of two members, 
that it does not, that it is their own — and can I then vote asgin^ 
a bill which is a favourite meafure of my own ? Is that sSem- 
bly to fright me out of my propriety, and make me purfue a 
conduct contrary to my opinion ? No, 1 ihall .vote for receiving 
the bill. ' 

Colonel Majpy fpoke in fupport of the bill : He faid He was 
in(lru£ted by 3000 freeholders to fupport a bill for the more equal 
reprefentation of the people in parliament. 

Mx. Hardy hid, that if as a public man, anyone obje£t was 
nearer to his heart than another, it was, that the dignity, the ho- 
nour, and independence of parliament ihould be preierved invjp-^ 
late. It was therefore, he continued, under the influence of 
thofe feelings, operating at all times with fufficient energy on his 
mincl, and certainly more awakened than they ever were at that 
hour, (for confidering the turn the debate had taken, it was a 
ferious hour to Ireland) that he then ventured to addrefs himfelf 
to the chair, and begged leave to fpeak, not. to the merits or deme- 
rits of the bill, the introdudtion of which had been then moved 
for, nor to any fpeciBc plan of parliamentary reform ) for to en- 
ter into the diicuifion of fuch queftions at that time, would be 
equally unparliamentary and improper ; but he wifbed to fay a 
few words as to the neceOity, the abfolute necefilty that exited, 
in his opinion, of entering fairly and unequivocally into the fub- 
je6t then before the Houfe. — He then made fome remarks on the 
dignity of parliament, which had been fo much talked of that 
night } that it ihould be preferved, not by pompous felf-approv- 
ing refolutions — refolutions which could give no additional grace 
to good mealures, and which would only be laughed at, when 
meant to lend a temporary and deluftve aid to pernicious ones ; 
but that it ihould be fupported by the confidence of th? people, 
by public opinion, the free bails of every free government in 
the world. 
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Hefaidy that ts to the conventioiv which gentlemen had been 
pleafed to allude to fo frequently in the couiie of the debate > he 
fhould have wifhed not to have touched on it, as his ideas on that 
fubje6t would not perhaps fully meet thofe of either party ; but 
thus much he wduld fav, thkt as &r ai dignity of chara^er, 
weight of property, and he fimaly believed, punty of intention 
could enfure refpeft, that alTembly was fuUy entitled to it, — 
That from the gentlemen who compofed that convention, he 
could apprehend no danger to the cosftitution. That as to the 
military affembly fitting in the metropolis, he agi'eed with gen- 
tlemen that it was a novel and extraordinary proceeding, nor did 
he wifli to (ee it drawn into a precedent ; but he would a(k, -> 
was not the iituation of Ireland itlelf novel and extraordinary ?— 
Was not the emancipation of our commerce extraordinary and un- 
expefted ? — Was not the emancipation of our conilitution equally 
fo } — In fafl, the proceedings of this country, and the fucceis 
with which they have been crowned, have been matter of afto- 
nifhment, not only to the people of Ireland, but to Europe. — 
Could it podibly be expected m fuch a country as this, where 
the impetuofity and ardour of the people are almod proverbial, 
that fuch a temper when thrown into action, would fubfide In a 
moment, and that thofe great events which we have lately feen 
pafs before us, would not naturally call up others equally novel, 
equally unprecedented in the annals of this country ? — As to the 
continuation of fuch events he by no means wifhed it, for no ra* 
tional man could poffibly deny that die repetition ojf fuch prb« 
ceedings, muft, from the very nature of them, ihake the beil-con- 
ftru6ted government in the world, and therefore it behoved the 
Houie of Commons to take the fubje^ propofed, into their own 
hands, and as fooa as poflible, to meet it with temper and with 
firmnefs, to be above the little Bneife of fetting their dignity a- 
gainft their duty, of fheltering themfelves in their dereli^ion of 
the latter, by an affeded fupport of the former, and above all, by 
one great comprefaenfive honeft inveftigation of this fubje^, to 
invite the people to prefer an early conftdence in them, their . 
newly elected, natural guardians of their rights, to any body of 
men in the world. 

It had been faid that the bill for a reform was the work of 
the conveiition-^to that he could only fay, chat had there beeii 
the flighted allufion to, the ilighteft avowal of the interpofuion 
of the convention in this bufmefs, he would not befitate an 
inftant as to the hi^nner of his voting that night $ for this he 
would always infill on«-that if the Houle of Commons was 
brought together to regifter thdr refolutions with perhaps the 
femblanee and empty forms pf a debate, but in fad without 
the fi'eedom of one, parliament would from that hour ftand 
degraded, and no adt of attainder ever yet blafted the honours 
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of an antienc Houfe, and more cotxYpIetdy annihilated its con- 
fequence in a momenty than fuch an unqualified acquiefcence 
on the part of the Houfe of Commons would deftroy theirs^ 
But, in h&9 whatever fliare the convention might have bad ia 
it, the Honourable Gentleman who made the mod on, and the 
Right Uonourahle Gentleman who feconded it^ brings it forward 
as their own ad, and not that of any fuppofed body of men 
whattbcver— Does not this difavowal of conventional inter- 
ference tacitly pay this Houfe that refpeft, the infringement of 
which is fo loudly exclaimed againd; and may not chofe who 
are the moft feverely jealous of its dignity be in fome meafure 
iktisfiedy when the Right Hon. Gentlemaoy notwithft&nding all 
the predominant inAuence which his great and overihadowing abi-* 
ties are faid to have fecured to him in that convention^' doei 
Bot attempt to appear before gbntlemen in any other charader 
than that of an uadiftinguifiied member of parliament, properly 
and conftitutionally afking leave to bring in a bill to remove 
certain defeds in the reprefentation of the people ? 

He faid, that he had not the vanity or the prefumpcion to 
imagine that what he could fay that night would have any par- 
ticular weight with any man, or defcnption of men in that 
Houie^ and if, after all, there ihould be found fome geatlemefi 
who were both inimical to the principle of a reform, but who 
were really and (incerely alarmed at the idea of an armed 
affembly fitting in the metropolis, and therefore would not lend 
their fiipport to any propofition which could be fuppofed by 
any me^ns whatever to originate in fuch an aifembly, however 
refolved to vote for fuch propofition on another occafion, they 
were certainly every way juftified in doing fo; the delicacy 
and timidity of fuch men, with regard to the conflitution, was 
on the pureft principles of patriotifm perfedly laudable ; but 
if (and he fpoke with great deference) there were any gentle- 
men who were not only averie to the introdu6tion of the bill 
that night, but who were equally adverfe to the difcuillon of 
fuch a queition at any time whacfoever, however unexceptio- 
nable, however conftitutional its origin, who were in Ibort 
refolved to get fid of the queflion at all events, to fuch gentle- 
men he fihould, with all humility^ take leave to fay one or two 
words — That what he wiflied to iroprefs on the minds of gen- 
tlemen at prefent was this:. That not only a great revolutHm 
had taken place in the conflitiition of this country, but a great 
revolution bad taken place in the public mind itfeif. It would 
be the province of a philofophic hiftorian hereafter to elucidate 
the many caufes which gradually led to this extraordinary^ 
metamorphoiis which had taken place,' not only in this country^ 
but more or lefs in many countries in £urope, and fo far it un- 
doubtedly fotmed a remarkable sera in the hiilory of human in- 
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telle£t It was fufficient for him that it had taken place, and if 
it had^ this conclufion in his opinion inevitably followed — That 
as the fentiments of the people at large are changed, the mode 
of conducting national buiinefs, or the affairs of parliament muft 
alfo be changed, or in other words, that what was done for- 
merly, could not with any great propriety, or even fafety, be 
done .now i and that great public queflions mud be treated at 
prefent in a different manner by parliament, from wh^t they were, 
when this country was in little better than a ilate of political 
infancy ; that if we compared Ireland as it flood now, with 
what it was even thirty years ago, the difiimilitude would flrike 
the moi% inobfervant, and therefore he would hazard this augury, 
that before. the end of the century government would find the 
neceillty of filently conforming in many infhuices to the temper 
and the fentiments which had lately fpriing up amongft us — 
This would argue no particular debility in one adminiflratioa 
more than. another, it woirid be no improvident, lamentable con- 
ceflion to the idle clamour of the day ; it would be no alteration 
of the Condi tution, it would be only a juft conformity to that 
mutation of circumflances, and difpoiitions which the courfe of 
time naturally brought' along with it, and which every wife 
government, mufV, for its own prefervation, neceffarily attend 
to. — If former parliament^ had been complained of, as fo loft 
to all feeling of the rights of this kingdom, as to make the jour* 
nals of that Houfe in many in dances, not the records of a great 
people, but the monuments oi national imbecility, the authen* 
ticated difgrace of the people of Ireland, he was not at all fur- 
prized at it, on the contrary, ht ihould have been much furprized 
had it been otherwife; for it is the chara^eriAic of all power, if 
it'raeets no refiflance in the general fentiment, to be dill progref- 
iive; and there was fomething in the ignominious repofeotthe 
national mind fome years back, which feemed abfolutely to court 
every fpecies of hodility and infult, on the part of government. 
What had an Englifh fupremacy in an Irifh aridocracy formerly 
to encounter, in their fullen march over this exhauded coun- 
try ? Turn which way they would, the public mind exhibited 
a frightful pidture of impoverifliment — But (hank God, things 
were altered, and what accorded extremely well with a lacerated 
province, which was content to fee one and the fame parliament, 
2t in defiance of all conditution for three and thirty years toge* 
ther, will hardly accord with the affairs of a rifmg kingdom i 
where commerce and conditution were both to be found. 

He begged gentlemen therefore to advert to this circumfUnce, 
which, though with the uninformed mafs df mankind totally 
inoperative perhaps, would, he flattered himfelf, be paid fome 
little attention to by thofe whom he had the honour of thea 
addreffing. It was, in fa£t, beneath the dignity of any Houfe 
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of Commons to evade the difcuffion of a great conftitutional 
queftion, but for the prefent Houfe, which had been fo recently 
elefted, and eledted almoft in the very effulgence of the Irilh 
revolution, for fuch a Houfe to fljrink totally back from the 
very firft conftitutional queftion that came before it, without 
any flipulation on the part of thole who oppofed it now, to 
fupport it on a future day when brought forward in what Teip- 
peared to them a lefs quedionable form, would, in his opinion, 
be rather difgraceful — All he wiihed and defired was, that 
whatever might be the fate of this, or that particular plan, the 
queftion of reform might underga a difcuffion fuitable to the 
dignity and importance of the fubjedt ; that there never was a 
queftion which gave rife to fuch a variety of opinions ; but that, 
however, he hoped fomething might be colle£ted from this 
difcordancy, which though it Hiould not perfedtly itiit the ideas 
of people at prelent, might at leaft convince them that the Houfe 
of Commons went ferioufly into the inveftigation of this great 
buiinefs | that they meant fairly by them, and that they were 
not deficient in refpedt either to the people or to themfelves^^lf 
they did not, if they merely ihifted off the queftion on accoonC 
of the convention, without any ferious intention of taking it 
up themfelves, what would be the confequence ? The queftion 
might indeed be exiled again, and again, fron^ that Houfe; 
but it Would not be in their power' to baniih it from the peo- 
ple. They would have " fcoched the fnake, not killed it.** 
The idea of a reform, continued he, has already been taken 
up by many refpedlable counties, and if abfolutely rejected to 
night, will in all probability be taken up by many more; the 
minds of people will be more heated than ever, and the event 
will be, that after many a confti^l in this Houfe, inftead of a long 
digefted, moderate, rational plan of reform, if reform fiiali be 
found neceffary ; fuch a reform as would be exa^ly congenial 
to the principles cf the confticucion, and no more; and which 
would therefore, when carried into execution juftify the legifla- 
ture in nothing — one folemn and final' halt in the progrefs of 
reformation, and rifing as one man againft any further demands 
whatever, inftead of this we (hall, in fome giddy inaufpicions 
moment, precipitantly adopt fome plan, every feature of which 
will denote the wild hoftil»ty againft the conftitution which pro- 
duced it; which inftead of amending, will tear the frame of go- 
vernment to pieces, and the very people who brought it forward, 
will be the firft to abhor it, and lament their own deftruc- 
tive temerity when it is too late — He concluded with giving his 
affirmative to the queftion. 

Mr. Qtrren fdid, he was furprifed to fee a man, rifing up with 
the violence of a- Maniac, to tell us that this bill ought not to be 
received while the convention was fitting ; but that convention 
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and the volunteers in general, you will not find your enemies ; 
tfaey have no other enemies but the enemies of their country. — 
That a reform has long been neceifary the hiftory of this coun- 
try, faid he, evinces. Why were you fo long (laves, but be- 
cauie the parliament wanted a reform ? — Why, juft after your 
hearts throbbed at your new acquired conftitution, at the glory 
of Ireland, did you fink that glory in the flavery of an adulatory 
addrefs, but that you wanted a reform ? The man who fo vio- 
lencly oppofes this day a reform, was once the patron of fuch a 
meafure i but p^haps, we ihall foon behold him feated where no 
ftorms fhall firet him. 

What have we been doing fince we met ? We have been 
Ulking of retrenchment, and running a courfe of the moft profli- 
gate profufion, while our miserable fellow-creatures are roaming 
the ilreets for bread. [Here be gave a moft pathetic pi^re of the 
diftreis of the poor] But fome of our new ftatefiuen would guide 
the government if it was as eafy to be managed as a carriage with 
fourhori'es by an expert charioteer. Your argument, that if the 
mei^ure comes from volunteers you will rejed it, is a denuncia- 
tion that you confider them as enemies : I caution the Houfe not 
to make a public declaratio.n of war ? 

Sir Heifiy Hartftonge was for receiving the bill. 
, Mr. John ToUr laid, he conceived that in the prefent queflioa 
the privilege of parliament was deeply involved j the communica- 
tion with the people was intercepted, and the power of propound- 
ing taken out of the hands of the Houfe. He objeaed to the 
introdudion of the bill, as it was not the legitimate offspring ei- 
ther of the parliament or the people. It was the fpurious aborti- 
on of the Lying-in-Hofpital, fent into the world bejore it$ time — 
Jcarce half made up. It was intitled to be digniBed by fuch fpon- 
fors as introduced it, but who were now fo aihamed of it, that 
they denied where they found it, and were likely to run away 
from it as from a bailard child. 

He faid, that any great innovation in the mode of receiving the 
fuffrages of the people, had at all times and in all countries been 
the forerunners of revolutions ^ for this it was not neceflkry to 
lookfurther than to the hiftory of Rome, and the convulfions which 

were attendant upon the tribes and centuries of that ftate. 

The reprefentation of this country, he faid, flowed from two dif- 
ferent fources, the provincial and the municipal : He was averfe 
from making any material change in the former, but he was free to 
acknowledge, that at a proper time the latter ought to be the 
fubjeft of reform. But, he faid, that he would never annihilate 
municipal rights by a fweep, but was ready to accede in correft- 
ing local abufes of thofe rights, whenever fuch abufes had crept in. 

He faid, he knew many inftances, where the charter rights of 
towns had been violated-^-thelaw, as it ilands;^ and the interven- 
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tion of thU Houfe in applying remedies to the particular mis- 
chiefs that may be found fufficient to the evil. The condudt 0? 
Great Britain, faid he, in the cafe of Shoreham and Hindon, is to the 
point. By obferving fuch a conduft, faid he, you will not (hake 
firft principles, you will not hazard an hinge of your connexion 
with Gteat Britain, by deftroyin? that fimilarity of conftitution. 
Which may be one of the ftrongeft bonds of our connexion, and 
which defigning men of another country might wifh to difturb. — 
He faid, lie would not allow every prefumptuous Harrington to, 
plunge the conftitution into his favourite ocean, under a hope 

that it might be plucked up again by the drowned locks. He 

faid, he would worftiip the genius of the old conftitution, in her 
ancieAt temple, and would not proftrate himfelf to the graven im- 
age of every rafli idolater, who wifhes to make an idol of him- 
felf, in this temple, faid he, we may repel innovations as from a 
tower which has ftood the (hock of time, and the brunt of many 
a ftorm, and you fhould arreft the daring hand that attempts to 
pick a ftoneaway, the lofs of which may bring the whole in ruins 
on your heads, 

Tfjolonel Mojfey (of the county of Limerick,) faid, that that 
county had *inltfu6ted him to fupport in parliament, a bill for 
tfie more equal reprefentation bf the people. He did not, he 
faid, und«rftand what the Honourable Gentleman, (Mr. Fitzgib- 
bon) meant, by faying, that he had converfed ^ith the principal 
people of the county, and that fhey required no fuch reform ; for 
lie had the honour to be inftrudted by a meeting, convened in a 
proper manner, and confifting of themoft independent men in the 
county, who are of opinion, that fuch a reform was indifpenfably 
neceifary ; and as the Honourable Gentleman who introduced the 
bill, avowed it as his own a6t, and not the adt of convention, he 
could fee no objeSion to the receiving of it. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon rofe to explain $ he faid, that when he menti- 
oned the opinion of the moft refpedtable gentlemen in the county 
of Limerick, he^ meant fuch of them as he had the honour to con-, 
verfe with on this fubjeft; but as to the county meetings, who were 
comppfed of truly independent and jefpeftabie men, he could not 
entirely rely on their opinion. There had, he faid, been two coun- 
ty meetings, at the leaft forty members attended, of that nuniber, 
twfenty-three were againftany alteration of the conftitution, and 
feventeen were for it ; but the feventeen voted the twenty-three a 
minority,* and fo carried their point. 

Mr. lfV%.^— Though I have not received any inftru6tions from 
the county 1 have the honour of reprefentingi relative to a par- 
liamentary reform^ -and though I hold myfelf implicitly bound to 
obey the • inftructions of my conftituents, yet 1 confefs I ihould 
have afcribed little merit to myfelf in obeying them, on a quefti- 
on of this nature, which fo cordially ^neccs my warmeft^ approbi- 

i> " ■ • 
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tion. — I have been a delegate of that refpedable convention^ 
whofe name has been fo frequently introduced by gentlemen on 
the other fide of the Houfe ; I glory in the name, an(ji hold m^r- 
felf more honoured by being appointed a delegate, by the unani- 
mous voice of every corps In my county, than if fent into this 
Houfe by the means of any rotten and venal borough. The mem- 
bers of the convention were gentlemen of extenfive landed pro- 
perty, and pofleffed of the firft abilities ; whofe every wifli was 
tor the welfare of their country. — The name of volunteer has been 
this night undefervedly reprobated in this Houfe ; but in every un- 
influenced part of the kingdom, they are adored as the reftorers 
of our iong with-held rights. Gentlemen have faid, that they 
will not be intimidated into a meafure ; neither fliall any kind of 
intimidation prevent me from declaring, that it is not to an Iriib 
Houfe of Commons, nor to a Briti(h miniftry, that we are indebt- 
ed for our newly acquired immunities ; for long had the diftrelT- 
es of Ireland, lain pro (Irate at the foot of the Britifli throne ; too 
long had our groans echoed within the walls of a Britifh court, 
nor did it once deign to liften to our complaints, 'till thofe, now 
reprobated men, the volunteers of Ireland, bravely demanded thole 
rights, which could no longer be \yith-held. — ^The volunteer* 
little require my feeble tribute of praife ; their own good cbndirfl 
forms their beft and nobleft panegyric, — Notwithftanding, Sir, I 
have been a member of that illuftrious convention, yet I confider 
myfelf as free, and unprejudiced as any member in this Houle, 
to vote on the queflion when it ihall come before you ; and how- 
ever warm a friend I acknowledge myfelf to be to the principles 
of the bill, yet I by no means pledge myfelf to fupport it in eve- 
ry ftage 5 but the unwillingnels of gentlemen on one fide of this 
Houfe, to give this meafure an impartial hearing, without at- 
tempting to advance any arguments againft it, is to me, if poffi- 
ble, a ftronger inducement to vote for its reception. — If there be 
any impropriety in it, let it be amended. The bill is open to fair 
reafoning and unbiaiTed ' argument, for which the feveral readings 
will give ample opportunity . It is therefore almoftfuperfluous to 
fay, I Ihall vote for receiving the bill. 

Mr. Coote faid, that as every member was called upon to de- 
clare his fentiments, he would exprefs his, though unprepared, 
and with a mind very unfit for fpeaking, from the impreflion of a 
recent melancholy event. That he did not confider this merely 
as a queftion, whether the Right Honourable Mover for the bill 
fhould have }eave to bring it forward or not ; if he confidered it 
in that light, the ,refpe6t and the regard which he had for the Ho- 
nourable Mover would fecure his decided concurrence. That 
he confidered this queilion, of all others at this moment, themoft 
important. It was no leis, than whether the Houfe of Com- 
.^lons, tl\e conflitutional reprefentatives of the people, fliall give 
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energy and 'efHcacv to the rcfoliitions of another aflembly, un- 
known to the Conftitution* It has been faid, that we can have 
ho knowledge of the rcfolutions of the conveT^ion. — He aiked whe* 
ther there was an individual in this Houfe, or out of it, unleiSs he 
keeping in darknefs, or wandering in the light for three weeks^ 
who does not know that the convention has. been fitting in order 
to reform the conftitution. That however expedient and advife- 
ablc it would be in fbme refpedls to make new regulations, a to- 
tal alteration of the conftitution he never would confent to. In our 
every change of itever^ man^muft paufe, and recoUfedl that con- 
ftitution was deafly purchafed by the blood of our anceftors ; that 
he had the honour to be defcended from one who ftied his blood in 
defence of the conftitution, and inheriting the fame principles, he 
would refift what he thought an innovation of the conftitution ; 
he recoUeded a fentiment of an excellent author^ o'fLivy, the 
purport of which was this^ that by puftiing our ideas of political 
reformation too far, we forfeit the merit otpatriotifm, we infli^ 
on others the injuftice we complain of ourfelvesi Sem^itutem 
nobis repulfam aliis injungimus^ tanquam out facere out pati injuriain 
Jit necejfe* 

Mr. Graitan declared hrmfelf decidedly the friend ot a parlia- 
mentary reform. It has always been, faid he^ my favourite 
obje^ to increafe by this means the power of the people^ I an* 
glad to inveftigate this fubjedt, let it come from what quarter it 
may ) nor does its coming as it does, feem to me a queftionable 
ihape^ neither do I fee any thing to juftify an oppolition to my 
fevorurite fcheme* I love to blend the idea of parliament and 
volunteers j they have hitherto concurred in eftabliflbing our 
conftitution in the laft parliament, and I hope they will do it in 
the prefent. 1 recommend, therefore, an union between parlia-* 
ment and the illuftrions body of volunteers, which union it fliall 
be the ftudy of my life to prefcrve. 

The Pro^oft faid, that he reprefented a great and independent 
city, in which there were io,ooo inhabitants, and that he there- 
(bre thought his fentiments deierved attention on a fubje^ of 
this nature \ ths|t he was not interefted to take a part againft the 
prefent queftion, having no influence in any borough in the 
kingdom, nor any connexion with any man who had> that if 
boroughs were opened, his influence muft increafe from the na-* 
tural weight of the property which he pofTeflcd; He deiired to 
remove out of the debate, a matter totally foreign from it, which 
]iad beeii improperly introduced ) he meant the additional ap-^ 
pointmentspropofed to be given to the Lord Lieutenant and his 
principal Secretary, that the propofition had not ori^nated with 
adminiftration, and had not been fupported by it; that his 
Excellency had given the moft decided and explicit negative^ 
and that it was well kiiown> that he had not attended the Houfa 
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when the fubjedt was difcu/Ted^ and had difdaincd to take any 
part in it cither in public or private. 

He then adverted xo the queftion, and faid that no man had 
a higher refpefl for the volunteers than himfelf. That they had 
been juftly called the faviours of their country. That he was 
very fenfible that in the convention there were many gentlemen 
of the higheft honour, the pureft principles, and aduated by the 
moft ardent wifhes for .the liberties of their country. He was 
ready to fuppofe that all the delegates had adted with the beft 
intentions ; but the queftion of this night was whether their ardour 
had not, on the prefent fubjed, carried them fo far as to in- 
fringe the privileges of that Houfe. That leave had been given 
in the laft fefllon, to bring in fuch a bill as was now defired.^ 
He had concurred in that meafure, but the convention had taken 
this out of the hands of the^oufe of Commons, had appointed 
a committee of their own to confider the fubjed, had p]%|>ared 
a bill ; and had ordered three members of that Houfe to bring it 
in ; and that leave was now deiired to bring in that identical bill, 
that this fadt had been affirmed on one fide of the Houfe, and 
not having being denied on the other, muft pow be taken foF 
granted. He faid, the parliamentary mode of proceeding on 
great fubjedts, was to appoint a committee to enquire into them, 
and to report their opinions to the Houfe, and on their report, 
to diced a bill to be prepared. That this was the mode adopted 
in a neighbouring kingdom on thi» very fubjed, where the Right 
Hon. Mover propofed two refolutions; the firft importing, that 
a reform in the reprefentation of the people was neceflary, 
the fecond, containing his plan of reform. He was told that 
it was not candid to prepare the firft, until the fecond was 
agreed to, nor wife to make the people diifatisfied with their 
priefent conftitution, till hp was fure of giving them a better in* 
jts place. His cTandor yielded to this rcafoning. He failed in 
his fecond propofition, which he has fince abandoned, and never 
brought forward his firil. But in this kingdom, another body 
of men, refpedable indeed, but unknown to the conftitution, 
have ordered the committee, framed the bill, and direded three 
of our members to bring it in. If this is allowed, other men are 
to exercife our fundions, to deliberate, and to prepare meafures 
for us } and it will be only left to us to carry their purpofea into 
execution. That this condud ought to be more clofely invefti^ 
gated, becaufe it canie from an armed body of men, who had 
lat for the laft three weeks in our capital,. -and had proceeded with 
all the forms of parliament, and here called the grand convention, 
while the great C9Jivention of the nation was now fitting. That 
if fuch proceedings had been ever before attempted in any age 
or country, he called upon the gentlemen on the other fide to 
produce the inihnce j and if they did, wQuld undertake to ihcw 
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riiatfuch proceedings had overturned the liberties of the country* 
where they had been allowed. He faid, conventions had been 
held in England, but that it never was done, but in inftances 
where a parliament could not be convened. He laid, wherever 
men in arms had interfered with the proceedings of parliament, 
the certain confequence was, the fubverfion of liberty. He 
mentioned, as one proof of a thoufand, that the parliamentary 
army in the time of Cliarles I. which had delivered their coun- 
try from tyranny, did afterwards, by interfering with the bufi- . 
nefsofthe Houfe, deftroy the liberties which they had eflabliih- 
cd, and after turning the Houfe of Commons out of doors, intro- 
duced anarchy, and afterwards the inftrument in reftoring the 
old government, without fimulation or reftraint, and by their 
wild condudt the liberties of England would have been 1 3ft, if 
they had not been reftored by the Revolution. He requefted that 
gentlemen would weigh every part of this great hiftorical fad, 
aiid compare it with their late and prefent fituation, and refle6t 
on the confequences of allowing armed men to interfere in their 
bufinefs. He deiired them to remember that excellent l^yr among 
the Romans, which forbid any citizen to enter Rome in arms, 
and that the tranfgreffion of that law had overturned the liberties 
ofRo^ie. He acjknowledged that the armed fpirit of the people 
had given fuch vigour and efHcacy to the lad parliament, as to 
enable it to reftore the liberties of Ireland j but the diftindion 
by here, where the rights of a nation had been invaded, alToci- 
ations of armed men were neceflary to reftore them ; but thefe 
rights were now declared, acknowledged and fecured, and if 
armed afTociations interfered with parliament in fettling the fpe- 
culative points of the conftitution, there was an end of liberty. 
For thefe reafons, he faid, he fhould give his vote againft bringing 
in the bill, though hereafter he fhould be for entering into the 
fubjeft of mo»e equal reprefentation, and gping to the bottom 
of it. He faid, this was not a mere queftion of adminiilration ; 
that the nation called upon government to fupport the conftitu- 
tion, and the privileges of parliament as an eflential part of it. 

He then adverted to the bill itfelf, and faid, that as the gentle- 
men who dcfired to bring it in, had mentioned the import as rea- 
fons for having leave to bring it in, he (hould take notice of the 
different parts, to fhew that leave ought to be refufed. He laid, 
as to a general regiftry of freeholders, he agreed in opinion ; but 
that a bill had been already brought in for that purpofe. That 
as to triennial parliaments, he was decidedly againft them, be- 
caufe the feptennial bill in England had eftablilhed the Hanover 
family on the throne, becaufe the odlennial bill had reftored the 
liberties of Ireland, and becaufe a fhorter limitation would ruin 
the trade and manufadtures, and deftroy the morals of our people. 
He was againft giving votes to Icflees for years, becaufe it would 
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fce a departure from a material part of tbe conftitncion ; and th^f 
he was againfl: the extending the ffanchifes of fmall towns to 
leafeholders, becaufe it would infringe on the rights of men who 
acquired their titles by birth and fervitude, by being themfelves 
merchants and manufafturersi or by being defcended from thofe 
who are fo, and becaufe extending thofe franchifes to freeholder* 
would increafe the ariitocratic weight. But to fhev/ gentlemen 
that he was a real friend to the reform, he would tell them what 
he was ready to agree to: That all 40 f. freeholders (bould be 
afeoliflied, and all feeholders ihould be regiftcred ; that the in- 
famous mode of buckaneeriiig fliould be prevented, and every 
candidate for any conrelted place to be {worn at the huftings, 
that he would not futPer it 5 that he would not bribe, &c. and tha? 
he ibouid fwear at taking his feat, that he had not done f© ) that 
dll bye-laws limiting the franchifes of freemen, or giving the 
power of admillion to one part of a corporation fliould be abolifli?' 
ed, and that a committee of eledion fbould, on every trial, be 
required by law to have the charters laid before them, and to 
determin|> according to the fpirit and intention of thofe charters, 
any bye-law, aft of parliament, cuftom, ufage, or length of 
time, to the contrary notwithftanding ; that by theih means, in 
making only alperatiom in the fyftem of eledion-laws^ which 
he affirmed to be a very bad fyftem, yon will emancipate moft 
of the boroughs inthe kingdom. 

He then returned to the queftion, and recommended it tp 
gentlemen to be cautious in taking any part to difunite the people 
of the kingdona. By difunion we had been oppreffed. He fpoke 
from knowledge, thatfome of the bills for the relief of our Roman 
Catholic brethren, had not been returned from England on the 
policy of ^izfioe i^ impera — that he laboured to overturn the 
popery-laws, becaufe they had overturned the public liberty ; 
that he had been, in every place, one of the foremoft advocates 
for the diflenters, becaufe they were at all times the firm affertors 
of liberty. By the union of men of all defcriptionS|> Ireland is 
free. By difunion, Ihe may ceafe to be io. 

He was happy to tind that every man, on both fides of the 
Houfe, had fpoken of the volunteers with the higheft refpcft, an4 
that fome of the warmeft advocates for the bill declared, that they 
would not confider the bill as proceeding from the convention, 
as it is called;^ and the movers wouM not acknowledge that it 
had proceeded from that body. He therefore thought it ihould 
be conlidered as the unanimous refolution of the Houfe, that their 
interpofition was imprqper. He hoped thefe gentlemen^ after 
having conferted with their friends, and communicated their fen- 
timents, would return to their habitations, and leave this great 
paeafure in the hands of the reprelentativea of the people with 
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whom it originated, and who will, doubclefs, give it the fullefl 
coniideration. 

Major Z^^^faid, he wiflied the bill to be recqived that it might 
be fairly rejeded, for he thought it inconfiilent with the good of 
the nation, and incompetent to its purpofes. 

[The qucftion was now loudly called for, it being near threa 
o'clock in the morning of Sunday, when the Speaker rifing to 
put it] 

Mr. Flood faid — ^I have often found when a queftion cannot 
be controverted by fair argument, it is thrown out by a majority 
.calling for the queftion, but it is impoflible for the mind of man 
to bend to mere matter, or to be fatisfied with fuch condudt. I 
am aflced, is not this bill the order of fome other aflembly ? I ne- 
ver received any order. I have examine,d with men of all ranks 
upon this fubjedt, and all approve it ; but what appearance of 
hoftHity or coptroul is there in the prefcnt application ? Have 
the volunteers lined the ftreets, or drawn up befoFe your houfe ? 
No, they have given their opinion with all humblenefs and de- 
ference to yours, and beg you will take it up. How could they 
more proftrate themfelves at the feet of parliament ? This bill was 
moved a year ago, when there was no convention fitting; and 
will you now rejedl it, becaufe men who fometimes wear iV/ords, 
and fometimes wear none, approve it ? The volunteers of Ireland 
are a peculiar body of men, they are citizens as well as foldiers ; 1 
nor does their (kill and difcipline, as Ibldiers, deftroy their fran- 
chife as citizens. 

Mr. Daly — I confefs I am afhamed that the gentleman who 
made this motion (hould not only evade giving an anfwer to the 
enquiry — " Whether it was the refult of deliberations in the con- 
vention ?" but almoft to deny it. 

Mr. Flood — I faid, they were my own fentiments. 

Mr. Daly — I did not fay they were not his own fentiments ; 
but I fay, they ^re more notorioufly the fentiments of the con- 
vention, whatever influence he might have had in forming rhem 5 
and 1 fay, that he brings them here by order of that body — and 
I fay, that while an armed affembly is fitting in the capital, your 
debase is not free. He fays, it is impolFible for the mind of man 
to bind to mere majorities [Mr. Flood] I fay to mere matter. 
We are told of the great moderation manifefted by the dele- 
gates, confidering how powerfully they are fupported ; but as I 
did not oppofe or fcorn the volunteers, when weak, as 1 never 
went to a county meeting, and with a contumelious afpedt, aflced 
if the county was arrayed, and Ije anfwered, no 5 never turned 
my back upon them ; neither will I now, when they are ftrojig 
and mighty, turn my back to them ; but I will meet them as a 
friend, and will fay to them — You are advancing to anarchy and 
4e(lru6tiOn, I befeech you retreat while you may with honour. 
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for there is a turbulent demagogue amongft you, that urges you 
to your own difgrace. 

It has been the misfortune of this country, that parliament 
has, in too many jnftances, for a while withftood the lyiihes of 
the people, but has yielded in the end j the confequence is, thajc 
the people are told by the demagogue-*~perfevere, and you will 
at laft carry your point. — But this is the time to draw a line, and 
I do rely upon it — I pledge myfelf for the confequence, that if 
parliament adt with firmnefs, the people will be content ; in a 
Ihort time they will defpife the promoters of faction j and all their 

boafted menaces will vanifli in the air. But if parliament 

recedes one flep now, will fall into a gulph of inevitable deftruc- 
tion. 

I am ferry to have detained the Houfe fo long at this hour, 
I would not have done it, but to requeft gentleratn will not g:o 
away, as motions of great importance will be made as foon as this 
is difpofed of. 

[The motions to which Mr. Daly alluded, were the refolutioa 
propofed ty the Attorney General, and the addre^ by Mr. Co« 
nolly.] 1 

Upon a divifion, there appeared 

For receiving the bill, — 49 

Againftit — ' — , ^S^ 

After the motion was decided, Mr. Attorney General movtd the. 
following refolution : 

Refolved, That it is now become neceffary to declare, that 
this Houfe will maintain its juft rights and privileges againft all 
encroachments whatfoever. 

Ayes, — — ,150 

Noes, — — ' — 68 

Mr. Thomas Conolly then made the following motion, which 
was carried unaniraouQy :' 

Refolved, That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Ma-, 
jelly, to declare the perfedl fatisfaftion which we feel in the many 
blelfings we enjoy under his Majefty's mod aufpicious govern- 
ment, and our prefent happy conftitution ; and that at this time 
we find it peculiarly incumbent upon us to exprefs our determine 
ed refolution to fupport the fame — with our lives and fortunes. 



Monday, December i, 1783. 

Three money bills returned from the Lords, with their coiu . 
currence. 

Ordered, that they be brought to the Lord Lieutenant, to be 
certified to Great-Britain. 
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A petition of the working worfted weavers of the town and 
neighbourhood of Rofcrea, in behalf of themfelves and their very 
numerous brethren throughout the kingdom of Ireland, was prc- 
fented to the Houfe and read, fetting forth their diftreiles, arifmg 
from the large importations of foreign goods, and the unlimited 
exportation of the raw material, and that protedting duties would 
be the only means effedtually to extend and improve the manu- 
fa6tures of Ireland, and fubmitting the premifes to the confident- 
tionof the Houfe. 

Ordered, That the faid petition be referred to the committee 
appointed to enquire into the date of the manufadtures of this 
kingdom, and what may be found necefTary for'the improvement 
thereof, and alfo into the quantity and value of the exports and 
imports of Ireland. 

The Right Honourable Jobn Fofier prefented. to the Houfe, 
according to order, a bill for regulatins and extending the tobacco 
trade, and for granting to his Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs, the 
duties therein mentioned } which was received and read a firfl: 
time, and ordered to be read a fecond time to-morrow m<irning. 

Colonel Roji prefented a petition of the inhabitants of Newry* 
fetting forth, that the exorbitant prices obtained by the farmers 
laft year have enabled them to keep up their produce for a high 
market, to countera£t which petitioners cpnceive it neceflary to 
permit the importation of foreign grain, and that if the prices, 
bounties and duties were in this kingdom regulated by the hun-* 
dred weight, it were better than referring to the meafures of ano- 
ther kingdom, which are never ufed, and but little knowi^ in this 
country ; and that the bounties and duties on oat-meal and oata 
ihould be regulated rather by tho-pfices of the former than of the 
latter. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the pe« 
I ufal of the members. 



Tuesday, December 2, 1783. 

* The names of the members were called over, and a committee 
chofen to try the meritsof a petition, complaining of an undue 
ele^on and return for the county of Cork, when the following 
gentlemen were chofen : 



Mr. Warburton, 
Mr. Bourke, 
Mr. Ulher, 
Mr. Creighton, 
Mr. Montgomery, 
Mr. Jackfon, 
Mr. Hardy, 



Mr. Bayly, 

Hon. Mr. Taylor, 

Mr. Langriflie, 

Mr. King, 

Sir Michael Cromie, 

Right Hon. Denis Daly, 

Right Hon. Thomas Cox. 
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Sir Fitzg&rald Aylmer complained of a breach of privilege com- 
milted by Mr. Jennings and John Muckleroy. They attended, 
and were called to the bar and examined, and ordered to attend 
to-morrow. 

A meflage from the Lords by Mr. Juftice Robinfon and Mr. Juf- 
tice Henn, that the Lords have agreed to an engrofled bill, lent 
up by thisHoufe, intitled, an a6l for regulating the fugar trade, 
and for granting to his Majefty, his heirs and fuccelTors, the du- 
ties therein mentioned, without any amendment ; which biil the 
meiiengers delivered at the table with their mefTage. 

A mefTage from the Lords by Mr. Judice Robinfon and Mr. 
Juftice I^enn, that the Lords have agreed to an engroifed bill, 
fent up by this Houfe, intitled, an aS to promote the linen and 
hempen manufafture, by encreafing the fupply of Irifh flax-feed, 
and encouraging the export of linens and fail cloth, and for other 
purpofes therein mentioned, without any amendment) which bill 
the meffengers delivered at the table with their meflage. 

A mefTage from the Lords by Mr. Walker and Mr. Vt^^y, two 
of the matters in chancery, that the Lords have agreed to the 
addreis to his Majefty, fent up by this Houfe, and hlled up the 
faiank, by inferting the words ** Lords fpiritual aryl tempora],** 
and have refolved to attend his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant 
with the (aid addrefs, with the whole Houfe ; and having fent 
to know his Excellency's pleafure when be will be attended with 
the faidr addrefs, his Excellency hath returned an anfwer, in 
which he hath appointed Wednesday the 3d day of December, at 
four of the clock, to be attended with the addrefs at the caftie^ 
and that the Lords intend to be there at that time. 

And then the ,roeCengers withdrew. * 

Refolved, That this Houfe, with their Speaker, will meet the 
Lords at the caftle, at four of the cldck* with the addrefs of both 
Houfes to his Majefly. 

Ordered, Tha^ the Speaker of this Houfe do write a letter to ' 
the Lords CommifTioners of the great feal of Great Britain, re-? 
quefting that tlieir Lordlhips will be plcafed to make an humble 
application to his Majefty, deftring that one printed copy of the 
records of parliament, and alfo of the other valuable papers lately 
publifbed by the Houfe of Lords, may bo delivered to Thomas 
Ellis, Efq; Clerk of the Houfe of Commons, and depofited in 
. the parliament-office for the ufe of the Houfe of Commons. 

A motion was made, and the queftion being pur, that the 
number of members who have not ferved on feledl committees in • 
this fefTion is infufficient to fulfil the purpofes of the a6^, intitled 
An ad to regulate the trials of controverted cledlions or returns 
of members to ferve in parliament, refpefting the choice of fcleft 
' committees — it was carried in the affirmative. 
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Lord Kilwarlin moved, that a committee of the whole Houfe 
be appointed, to take into confiderati'on the petition of the Grand 
Canal Company. 

Mr. Fitzgibbott faid — The petition was to enable that company , 
to open a communication from the Grand Canal to the Shannon. 
He faid, in the profecution of their intended work they had a 
precipice to go down, and a hill to cut through. He faid, he 
fttould oppofe the appointing of a committee on this petition. 

Lord KihvarlsH withdrew his motion. 

. A petition of the fmall-beer brewers of the city of Dublin was 
received, and referred to a committee. 

Lord Dehvin prefented to the Houfe, according to order, a 
bill for vefting certain lands and premifes therein mentioned, part 
of the eftate of the Right Honourable Thomas Earl of Louth, in 
truftees,.for railing a fum, not exceeding 60,000/. by fale or mort- 
gage of a competent part thereof, to be applied to the purpofes 
therein mentioned ; which was received and read a firft time, and 
ordered to be read a fecond lime to-morrow morning* 

Ordered, That the Right Honourable John Fofler do attend 
^ )m Excellency the Lord Lieutenant with an engroifed bill, in- 
tided an adt for regulating the fugar trade, and for granting t» 
his Majefty,' his heirs and fncceifors, the duties therein menti- 
oned, and defire that the fame may be certified into Great Bri- 
tain purfuant to the ad for that pucpofe, and then returned to thit 
Houfe. 

Ordered, That the Right Honourable John Fofter do attend 
his Excellency the Lprd Lieutenant with an engrofTed bill,^ in- 
titled an a6l to promote the linen and hempen manufadture, by 
encreafing the fupply of Irifli flax-feed, and encouraging the ex-^ 
port of linens and fail cloth, and for other purpofes therein men- 
tioned, and defire that the fame may be certified into Great Bri- 
tain purfuant to thp ad for thajt purpose, and then returned to thi| 
Houfe. 

Lord Del'vin—\ move that the leveral goalers in this kingdoni 
do make returns of all fuch perfons as are now confined in their 
refpeftive prifons for debt. 

The Houfe, according to order, refolved itfelf into a commit'* 
tee of the whole Houfe, to take into confideratipn a bill for facir 
iitating the trade and intercourfe between this kingdom and the 
United States of America 5 and after fome time fpent therein, 
Mr. Speaker refumed the chair, and the Right Honourable Johij 
Foder reported from the committee that they had gone through 
the faid bill, and that he was direded to report when the Houfe 
frill pleafe to receive the fame. 

Ordered, That the report be received to-morrow morning. 
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Mr. ShcridoH prefcnted to the Houfc, according to ordefy a 
bill for punching mutiny and dcfertioq, and for the better pay- 
ment of chearmy^ and their quarters within this kingdom ; which 
was received and read a firil time^ and ordered to be read a fe- 
cond time to-morrow morning. 



Wednesday, December 3, 1783, 

The Houfe, pnrfuant to order, proceeded in the ufual form 
to nominate a committee for trying the Weftmeath cledlion. 

The Speaker having acquainted the Houfe that, purfuant to 
order, the addrefs of the Houfe to his Majefty, dcfired to know 
if, at their return, the Houfe fhould fit or adjourn until to-mor- 
row. 

The Attorney General, Mr. Fitzgjbbon, and the Provcfl were 
for adjourning, on account, they faid, of the late hour it would 
be to enter upon a very important bufinefs [Mr. Molyneux's mo- 
tipn of.propofmgan abfentee tax in the committee of ways and 
means, to be opened this day purfuant to order] after their return 
fi-on^ the caftle. 

Mr. Fajier faid, that there was a money bill and other bufinefs 
depending, and he wi(bed the abfentee afl^air difpofed of as foon 
as poifible ; for that reafoo,-therefbre, he (bonld vote againft the 
adjournment. 

Mr. Pelbam was of the fame opinion. 

Mr. Speaker reported that the Houfe had attended his Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant with the addrefs of both Houfes of Par- 
liament to his Majelty, and that thereupon his Excellency was 
pleafed to return the anfwer following : 

V The expreflions of duty and loyalty to the king, and of in- 
violable attachment to the conftitution, contained in th;s addrefs, 
muft have fuch falutary effefts at this lime, that I fliall feel par- 
ticular fatisfadtion in tranfmitting it to be laid before his Ma- 
jefty." 

Ordered, That his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's anfwer 
be entered on the journals of this Houfe. 

Right jFlonourable Denis Daly moved to withdraw the petition 
complaining of an undue eleclion for the county of Fermanagh.— 
Granted. 

The title? of two petitions, one from the inhabitants of Belfaft; 
and the other from the inhabitants of Downpatrick, were read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 
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The Attorney General again befougit the Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Molyneux) to poftpone his promifed motion until Friday, 
when there being no other bufinefs before the Houfe it would have 
a full difcuflion. 

Mr. Molyneux faid, it was worthy of remark that gentlemen, 
who lately prefTed a moft important queflion at three o'clock in 
the morning, now thought fix in the evening too late an hour : 
The bufinefs, faid he, I have to propofe all gentlemen have fuf- 
ficient notice of, and if they will not attend to it, it is not my 
fault. I have already twice poftponed it at the defire of the Houfe; 
it has gone abroad that I want to get lid of it, and it has indeed 
fuch an appearance ; longer delaying it will be a fligma on the 
Houfe. He therefore entreated the Houfe to l^t the order of the 
day for entering into a committee of ways and means take place, 
that he might therefore make his motion. 

The Attorney General perfifting in his oppofition, moved, that 
the order of the day for entering into a committee of ways and 
means be difcharged. 

The queftion being put, there appeared 

Ayes, — — 64 

Noes, — — ' — 4» 

Majority for difcharging the order of the day, 22 

The Attorney General then moved, that the committee of ways 
and means fit on Friday next. — Ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Fofter gave notice, that, to-mOrrow, the Houfe would fit 
in committee on the tobacco bill, in which fome claufes of the 
laft importance were to be introduced. 

Mr. Corry faid, he hoped there would j and aiked if the a6t of 
navigation, which precluded the entry of American commodities 
from other countries than America, was to be of force or not ? 

No anfwer was given. 



Thursday, Dbcbmbex 4, 1783. 

On a motion of Sir Hercules Langrijbe^ that John Jennings, 
who had been ordered into cuflody for having arrefted a pair of 
coach horfes belonging to Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer, Bart, be dil- 
charged, as he has given every fatisfadlion in his power to Sir 
Fitzgerald Aylmer ; he was difcharged accordingly. 

• Went into a committee of the whole Houfe on Lord Lowth's 
bill. Lord Delvin in the chair. 

Went through the fame, paragraph by paragraph. 

Lord Dehin reported, and the bill was ordered to be engroflcd. 
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Mr. Fofter moved, that the committee of wa^s and mearf« 
ihould be impowered to infert a claufe in the tobacco bill, for 
bondiog the duties. He obferved, that as America promifed to 
be a great mart of trade, and a very great communication h« 
hoped would be between that country and this, and as the du-* 
ties in England, on the importation of tobacco, are bonded, he 
thought it but proper, that the Iriih merchant (hould be put on 
the Ume footing as the £ngli(h merchant. 

Sir John Pamell faid, he did not approve of the intended 
claufe: Bonding the duties was attended with maiiy inconve- 
niencies, and a great rifque was run on the part of the revenue, 
and there were near 30,000/. due by bonds, for the duties oa 
tobacco. There could be no inconvenience to the merchant, he 
faid, as a difcount of 7 per cent, was allowed for prompt pay-* 
ment. He was for poftponing the claufe for three months. 

Mr. Hartley obferved, that in England, which is a wealthy 
country, bonds were permitted to be taken, and it would be hard 
that the fame advantage fhould not be enjoyed by the merchants 
in Ireland — a country fo very inferior to England in point of 
riches. He obferved, that though a penny a pound (the duty 
that muft be paid in calh on every pound of tobacco) might 
appear to be but a fmall matter, yet it would amount to 8oo/« 
in the cargo of a vefTel of about 200 tons : and how diilreiling 
muft it be, if the remaining eleven pence a pound was to be 
likewife paid for in ready money ? But there was another rea- 
fon why bonding the duties (hould be adopted : America will look 
Qn this country to be averfe to entering into a cordial reciprocity 
of trade with her, if (he fees greater advantages held out by Eng- 
land ; dnd he faid he was for eftabliihing the precedent in the 
firftinftance, that it might operate abroad to our intereft. 

Mr. Corty faid, that gentlemen had a(rerted, bonding the duties 
would be attended with great inconvenience and riique to the 
revenue } but it did not (Irike him in that light; are not regular 
accounts of the entries kept, and duplicates lodged in differenC 
offices ? If you did not agree to bond the duties, the Iri(h mer- 
chant would be on a worfe footing than the Engli(h mer- 
chant and how can you reconcile that to the emancipation of 
your trade, by which the trade of both countries (hould be put 
on an equal footing ? And fure the advantage of the iriih mer- 
chant (hould be regarded and well attended to. If you refufe 
to bond the duties, America will look on this meafure in ai» 
inimical view, and will not hefitate to declare that there is a 
difmclination in the part of Ireland, to trade with America. 
You will preclude many great advantages } for in a licde tiflier 
Ireland ^ould become the ftore-houfe for the tobacco from 
America. 

Sir John Parnel faid, the Iri(h merchant was ^leady oa a 
bener footing than the Englilh merchant > as the duty on tobacccr 
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was one-fourth lefs than in England; it being 16 J. a pound duty 
here. He declared himfelfa warm friend to the merchants of 
this kingdom, and he was firmly of opinion, that the intereft 
of the revenue, and the intereft of the merchants were infepa- 
rable. 

Mr. Fojier fapported the claufe. No objection was made to it 
on any other principle than inconvenience, but was there no office 
to record thefe bonds in, and was there no compelling the col- 
lectors to account for the bonds ? 

The Solicitor General fpoke to the fame efFeft. 

Sir Jo^n Parnel finding it to be the fenfe of the Houfe that 
the claufe (hould be inferted, faid he would acquiefce, 

Mr. Monk Mafon begged it might not be underftood, that the 
fum of 30,000/. was due by collectors on account of tobacco ;. 
there are only bonds in their hands to that amount, and there 
was an allowance of 7 per cent, to the merchant for prompt 
payment. 

Mr. Holmes f after defcribing the lamentable iituation. of the 
prifons in this country, moved that an addrefs be prefented to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, requeuing he would be pleafed 
to order the judges of affize to report the ftate of the different 
prifons. — Agreed to. 

Mr: David Latoucbe moved for leave to bring in a bill that all 
monies, fecurities, &c. now in the hands of the officers belong- 
ing to the different courts, be lodged in the national bank^ and 
for making compenfation to fuch officers as may be affe&ed 
thereby. 

Committee of the whole Houfe, on the tobacco bill, Mr. Fofter 
in the chair. 

Mr. Hartley faid, a doubt had arifen with many gentlemen 
that the navigation a6t did not affedt this kingdom; and if Great 
Britain is allowed to export her fuperfluous tobacco to this king- 
dom, it would be very hard that the fame privilege (hould not 
be enjoyed by Ireland. 

Mr. Mafon faid, there was no doubt but the navigation a6t 
was in force here. 



Friday, December 5, 1783. 
Committee of trade fat, Mr. Gardiner in the chair, examined 
Mr. Bali of Werburgh*ftreet, refpe^ing the ribbon manufadture 
of Ireland. 

The Speaker having taken the chair^ the defaulters were dif- 
charged out of cuftody. 
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The order of the day was read for receiving the report of the 
committee on the tobacco bill. 

The Speaker was then proceeding to repeat the amendments 
entered into by the committee, and to put the queftion that the 
Houfe do agree to the fame, when 

Mr Corry rofe — he faid the prefent bill waa an objeS of the 
firft magnitude ; he only begged leave to alk a queftion of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman who had brought it forward — ^He 
alked for information. It was imagined by fome gentlemen, 
that the navigation a^ was not in force in this kingdom ; he 
wiflied therefore to know, whether this bill was to give a power 
to England to fend tobacco into this kingdom, which (he, under 
the conftrudtion of that, would not receive from us. 
' Mr, Fofier replied, that when the prefent bill was firft intro- 
duced, an Honourable and Refpedtable Member (the reprefenta- 
tive for this city) had ftarted an objection, there had been alfo 
a petition from the Chamber of Commerce; they apprehend 
that this bill was giving a power to England to fend tobacco into 
this kingdom, though fee denied us the like privilege of export- 
ing our tobacco into her ports ; and gentlemen would remember, 
that in order to obviate that difficulty, he had propofed a claufe 
that (hould perfectly explain it, which was provided, neverthe- 
lefs that nothing herein contained (hould be confidered as au- 
thorifing the importation of tobacco, otherwife than as it was 
now authorifed by law. The Honourable Gentleman did not 
chufe to have this amendment inferted, and he mud refer to 
that gentleman for the anfwer to the queilion which had beea 
put by his Honourable Friend. 

Mr. Hartley faid, that under the conftrudtio'n of the navigation 
aCt, Great Britain had refufed to receive tobacco from this king* 
dom, though we continued to take it from her : The confequence 
was, (he found a market for her redundancy, while we, when 
we had an overplus, had no place to fend ours into. This was 
highly injurious to the Iriih merchant. He thought, as Great 
Britain was mentioned in the billi, it was giving, by implica- 
tion, a right to Great Britain to fend tobacco into this country, 
while (he refufed a (imilar indulgence, than which nothing could 
, be more unfair, or militate more againft the idea of equality. It 
is true he did not agree with the amendment propofed by the 
Right Honourable Gentleman, becaufe many very refpedable 
members were doubtful whether the navigation a6t was in force 
in this kingdom \ but he h^d an amendment to propofe, which, 
he believed, would anfwer, anfl that was this — -provided never- 
ihelefs that nothing in this adt contained (hould be conftrued to 
allow the importation of any tobacco.froni Great Britain, other 
tban (he allows from Ireland — This was perfectly fair ; he was 
not much ufed to drawing up parliamentary refolutions) he 
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would not tberefore infift upon the particular mode of wording 
ir, but that was the fenfe it ought to purllie. 

Mr. Hujfey entered largely into the navigation a£t; he corifidered 
It as a matter of little importance whether it was law in thii 
kingdom or notj it was defigned to give every advantage to 
England, Ireland, Wales and Berwick upon Tweed. By fome 
mifchance in the renewal of that a£lj Ireland was not particu- 
larly named, but the obvious meaning of the law was to give 
an advantage to thefe kingdoms in the trade of the Britiffa colo- 
nies. Ireland, at the time this a6l Was made, was by no means^ 
conlidered as an alien kingdom, though now fhe was looked upoil 
as fuch by Great Britain, and upon that ground, the tobacco 
of thefe ports were not received in hers* He objected to the 
amendment formerly propofed by the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man, becaufe it was making the revenue officer the judge of 
what was law, and what was not ; it was leaving him to decide 
whether we ought to take tobacco from England by a eonftruc- 
tion of the law, though that kingdom, upon a cohftrudtion of the 
fame law, refufed to receive i,t from us, and looked upon us as an 
alien kingdom j he would therefore agree to the amendment of his 
Honourable Friend. — Mr, Hufley dilplayed much legal know- 
ledge, and we have only to lament that he fpoke fo extremely 
low, it was impoiUble lor us to give an accurate recital of his 
argument, which would have done him much honour, "and givert 
us the greateft fatisfadionj the above is> however^ the fub* 
ftance of what we could hear. 

Mr. Corry faid, the bill was of greater confequence than gen* 
tlemen perhaps at firft fight imagined. It appeared at fifft vieW" 
as if it was a queftion relative to the intereft of the tobacco 
merchant alone ; as fuch, it was of weight, but if that Houfe 
(hould imagine it was confined to that fimple point> they wer^ 
much miftaken. No, it involved in it the fundamental {y^^m 
of our trade ; it was to eflablilh whether Ireland fliould tak^ 
advantage of her geographical fituation — whether Ireland Ibould 
become the emporium of the world — confidered as fuch, it was 
a queftion of the firft magnitude. He was confcious of the lit- 
tle knowledge he had in matters of trade, he knew his inabilities^ 
be was not even accuftomed to take as much (hare in their 
debates, and therefore not as well ufed to fpeak in public as 
he ought to be, from the length of time he had been in parlia- 
ment, he therefore hoped the Houfe would fbew him fome in- 
dulgence ; and he would to God fome of the Right Honourable 
Gentlemen on the treafury bench would fee it in the light that 
he beheld it in. He had not confequence fufficient in that Houfe, 
and he knew fometimes a degree of confequence was necQffary % 
be had not therefore propofed any amendment, he had only 
a&ed a queilipn pf the Right Honourably Gentleman who had 

T 
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introduced the bill, to that quefKon the gentleman had given no 
anfwer, but had referred him to another ; he could fee that if 
the bill paffed thus, the revenue officer of England would, un- 
der an interpretation of the navigation ad^ refufe 50 receive the 
fame commodities from this kingdom, which this kingdom un- 
der t;he conftrudtion of the fame a6t, permitted to~be imported 
here from Great Britain. This was to convert the channel of 
trade to England ; though when our weftern (ituation was con- 
fidered, when the advantage of our infurance, freightage, and 
almoft every other naval benefit was fo much more in favour 
of this country, infinitely fuperior to what England enjoys, there 
cannot be a doubt but that this country will, in time, be the 
emporium of the world, if you are likewife to take care to 
form, at the beginning, a proper fyftem. 

Mr. Fofter faid, he allowed the queftion the gentleman alluded 
to, which was, if he underftood right, whether Ireland Ihould 
receive commodities froift England of the growth of Afia, Africa 
and America^ though England refufed to receive thofe commo- 
dities from US; if that was thequeftion, he acknowledged with 
the Honourable Member, it was indeed one of the firit magni- 
tude, but he did not think that queilion was now before the 
Houfe \ that would come on poflibly by itfelf, but no bill ever 
was more grofsly mifunderftood than the prefent. He had al- 
ready declared a decided opinion, that it was unfair in England 
to refufe thofe commodities from us, and whenever that que(lioa 
came before the Houfe, as far as his poor voice would go, he 
would flrenuoully fupport the rights of Ireland. Did gentlemen 
then imagine, that after having made fuch a declaration, he would 
introduce a bill which (hould militate againft it. Would gentle- 
men have faith fof once — would they do him the juftice to be- 
lieve his aflertion — had the Honourable Member who obje£led 
to the bill, read that bill ? — [Here he paufed and received no an- 
fwer.] The Honourable Member has not then read the bill; 
he is arguing upon a matter which he has not made himfelf 
acquainted with. If it is imagined that there is any thing in this 
hill, which can by implication be conftrued to do away the ng- 
• vigation adt, I am ready to make the amendment formerly pro* 
pofed ; I think it much better than that mentioned by the Ho- 
Hourable and Refpedable Reprefentative for the city of Dublin, 
and for this reafon, becaufe it \yill then leave the main queftioa 
juft in its prefent ftatc. But what will his do ? totally deftroy 
the very principle he wants to eftablifli j by making one excep- 
tion, you allow the right of importing every other article; be- 
fides, do gentlemen recotledt, that the prefent bill is only to con- 
tinue in force for fifteen months ; and is. the great fyftem of our 
trade a matter to be introduced into a bill of fuch ihoft dura- 
tion ? No, it (hould be in a bill that was to be permanent — that 
was to, fiand for ever the charter of our commerce. 
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Snrelaty Petham thought it neceflary to fay a few words, left 
Ibould he be filent, it might be imagined he agreed with the 
Right Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft j — ^he certainly did 
not agree with him — he did not take this to be a queftion whe- 
ther the navigation a6t was to be conftrued the fame way here 
as in Great Britain. It was merely whether this kingdom would 
lufFer tobacco to be imported here from England, as has formerly- 
been the cafe, or not ? As to whether England will take to- 
bacco from you, that muft be determined in another place ; this 
feems rather an hoftile meafure, and would be better left to 
the interference of minifters. 

Mr. Fitzgibhon faid, the amendment mentioned by the Honour- 
able Gentleman, was nonfenfical and abfurd — it was to enaft, 
that no tobacco fhoUld be received into this kingdom, but the 
very fame which had been exported into 'England from this coun- 
try; that was in fad faying, we will not import tobacco from 
England, which is not carried over there by fome'gentleman in 
his tobacco-box, and which, when he returns, he may poffi- 
bly bring back. This was abfurd, and downright nonfenfe. 

Mr. Corry anfwered, that the gentleman had full liberty to call 
the amendment as he had mentioned it, nonfenfical and abfurd, 
becaufe the nonfenfe was his own — it was not the amendment pro- 
pofed by his Honourable Friend ; had hs, looked into that, he 
, would have found that the amendment was, that no tobacco fhould 
be imported from Great Britain into Ireland, other than fuch as 
may be exported from Ireland into Great Britain. A Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman had aflced him, did he read the bill; to that 
he could anfwer, that while that Right Honourable Member, and 
other Right Honourable and Honourable Members went up to the 
caftle with an addrefs, which he wilhed had never been voted — 
which he thought ought not to have been carried, and which 
[Here he was called to order by Mr. Folier, as cenfuring the ma- 
jority of the Houfe of Commons, in faying an addrefs, voted 
by them, ought never to have been voted nor carried.] 
. Mr. Fofter was called to order by Sir Henry Ca^vendijb^ Who 
faid it was very wrong to put words in gentlemen's mouths, 
which they had not faid, and then to call them to order. The 
Member had only faid, he wilhed it had 'not been voted — he 

thought it ought not to be carried This was- perfectly in 

order. 

Mr. Fofier was happy, he had miftaken the words, and was fure 
the gentleman would, hiralelf, be glad that he had called him to 
order, as others near him had miftaken him alfo. 

Mr. Corry faid, he had a right to deliver his opinion upon any 
meafure, even though it had pafled the Houfe, otherwife how 
could he animadvert on the conduct of any minifter ; and he would 
animadvert on the condud o^ miniftersr-he would probe them 

T^ . 
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inch by inch rill he got to the bottom of their aftions ; and while 
the minifter and others went up with the addrefs, which he wished 
bad never been voted, and which he thought ought not to have 
been carried, he employed himfelf in perufing that &11 ; and when 
gentlemen confider that thefe bills were hurried through the Houfe 
when only four or five members were prefenty he believed they 
would allow he had got all the information time would permit 
kira ; but that gentlemen might be well informed, he would move 
for the further confideration of it to be poftponed ^till Tuefday 
next, and if that was carried, lie would move that the bill might 
be printed. v 

The Attorney General hoped it would not be put off for a mo- 
ment — it was a money bill, and muft be pafled before the 25th 
of December; but he was forry, when there was bufinefs of con- 
sequence going forward, to fee empty benches^ and when nothing 
was to be done, the Houfe and galleries were crowded* 

Mr. Molyueux faid, he was to bring on his promifed morion, 
relative to a tax on abfentees, and he was forry to hear the Right 
Honourable Gentleman call that bufmefs nothing; he thought it a 
matter of importance. . 

The Attorney General faid, he thought it of the greateft impor- 
tance to this country, that it fhould be fpeedily and univer- 

fally reprobated. (He was called to order by Mr. Mofy* 

»eux,) 

The queilion, for adjourning the confideration of the bill 
until Tuefday next, was then put, and negatived without a di- 
vifion. 

Mr. Molyneux moved to poftpone it till to-morrow, and on 
a divifion there appeared. 

Ayes, — — — 60 

Noes, — — — 119 

Mr. Hartley then moved his amendment, which was negatived ; 
after which the Houfe agreed with the copimittee on the whole 
bilL 

Mr. Burgh reported from the Leitrim committee, that the Right 
flonOurable Theophilus Clements was not dulyelefted, and ought 
not to have been returned. A writ for a new eledtion was or- 
dered. 

Mr. Molyneux rofe, and reminded the Houfe, that confonant 
with their order of a former day, no other bufinefs was to pre- 
cede the difcuffion of the motion he propofed fubmitting to the 
confideration of the Houfe. He had, he complained, been forced 
much againft his inclination, to poftpone the bufinefs from day to 
day — it was a matter of too much iQagnitude to be thus frittered 
away. His character was committed on theoccafion, and he 
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hoped It would not go ^broad that the blame, in any refpefl, lay 
with him. 

Mr. Parfons was, (though a friend to the principles of the bill) 
againft the Speaker's leaving the chair, as he thought the tiaie very 
improper for the difcullion offuch a fubje6t. 

Hon. Wejley Pole was a decided enemy to the principle itfcif — 
yet, as it had fo often been deferred, and was of fuch national 
importance, he was for taking the fenfe of the Houfe on it now. 
He was therefore for the Speaker's leaving the chair, though when 
the buiinefft would be brought forward, he was determined to 
vote againft it. 

The Houfe having refolved itfelf into a committee, Mr. Fofter 
in the chair, 

Mr, Molyneux, — I rife to introduce a quedion of the utmofl im* 
portance to this kingdom. This I have communicated to fome 
gentlemen, who then exprefled their warmeft approbation of this 
rceafure. Before the bufinefs ftood in need of their afli(lance, 
they were liberal in their promifes offupport — now that it craves 
their aid, they refufe it — they fay the ti.r.e is improper. I would 
not have been fo urgent with this bulincfs, had I imagined the 
committee of ways and means would have continued fo long 
open. The bill I intend to have the honour to fubmit to this 
Houfe, tends (o remove a grievance long and juftly a matter of 
complaint. The noblemen and gentlemen, polfefling large ef- 
tates in this kingdom, but who fpend their incomes in another, 
cannot be faid to contribute, in proportion to the property they 
poffefs, to the fupport of the ftatc — You have it to chule whether 
a general land-tax fhall b^ adopted, equally aifeding the inno- 
cent and guilty, or whether you will tax abfentees only. In all 
governments it is, and ever was a maxim, to pay a part for the 
lecurity afforded to the remainder of men's properties. The ab- 
fentees do not contribute their juft proportion. — Allegiance and 
protediion were always reciprocal, notwithilanding the modes of 
exercifing k may have differed. Feudal fbrvices v/ere firft the 
equivalent of protection, and certain lands annexed to the kingly 
office. As the far greater part of the crown lands are alienatecf, 
and nothing of the feudal fyftem remaining, fave the name, it 
is found necelfary to have recourfe to general taxation for the fup- 
port of the executive power; in theimpofition of whijch, the eafe 
cf and advantages of die community (hould ever be the land-marks 
— the charts to fteer by. That this bill anfwers thefe ends, in 
my mind, requires no demonftration. But before! proceed, per- 
mit me to obviate one objedion, which to fome feems a Itrong. 
one, but in my opinion a mere phantom. Gentlemen, Si'', fay, 
that anabfentce tax would introduce a land-tax — A trifling objec- 
tion deferves a trifling anfwer. I will therefore fay, it v/ould 
Jiave that effeft as much as.a tax on foap, or any other commo- 
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dity.— Another objeQion, and in my mind a much more forci- 
ble objedion, is,, it %viU lefj'sn the valuf of lands. This objection, 
were it well founded, would be unanfwerable : but. Sir, it will 
have no fuch effeft ; on the contrary, by compelling therefidence 
of gentlemen of landed property, who now expend large Turns of 
money, extracted from the vitals of this exhaufted country, in 
foreign parts, the circulation of money will give fuch life and vi- 
gour to agriculture and manufactures, as will not fail to raife 
the rents. And fu rely it will not be affirmed thateftates will 
not fell in proportion as they may ^^X.,. In England there is a ge- 
neral land-tax, and yet we find very few inftahces of people 
J who do not chufe purchafing there in preference to this kingdom. 
— The money that abfentees fpend in foreign parts, if circulated 
here would animate your manufadlures. But is England the mar- 
ket forlriOi eftates ? — No. This law is equitable. — It is equita- 
ble and confonant with every principle or juftice, that abfentees 
fliould pay the flate for the protection it affords thofe funds — 
whence we have known fome of them, by every kind of oppref- 
fion, draw the hundred thoufands they fpend in foreign coun- 
tries. — The honour of our country requires this meafure at Our 
hands. The infancy of our commerce demands it, and natural 
juftice requires it. Let us do fomething to induce abfentees to 
come among us. — Let us -not, as we have already bap ilhed the 
poor, now banifh the rich. But it has been faid, that this tax 
willftrike at liberty : fhall we<:ondemn a poor thief who robs a- 
nother of a fingle Ihilling, and fuffer the plunderer of his country 
to efcape with impunity ? Formerly an objedtion might be drawn 
againft this tax, from the ^fiavery of this country ; but thanks to 
■ the fpirit of the people, thanks to the armed patriots of the land, 
this llavery no longer exifts — Let this alteration in our circum- 
jftances beget an alteration in our meafures. Let us impofe this 
tax — it is equitable, and will be found falutaryj but as all the 
expences of the year are already provided for, let this tax be ap- 
propriated to the payment of your national debt, or fybflituted in 
lieu of fome other that leans oppreffive on the poor, and ought 
tabeon that account taken off. I therefore moft humbly move 
the committee may come to the following relblution: •* That 
it is the opinion of this committee, that a ta\of45. in the pound, 
to be deducted from all fums remitted to perfons having eftates 
in this kingdom, and not refiding therein fix months in each year, 
would be highly ad* antageous to the kingdom, provided that the 
fame fhall not alfeCl mortgages or judgment debts. 

Mr. Marcus Beresjord faid, he would not revert to any period 
of tlie feudal fyflem, nor trace the progrefs of original fociety, 
butfpeak to the argument ou the ground it flood. They were 
told that the poor were racked and oppreffed by the agents of 
abfentees ; and to foften thefe abfentees into benevolence, they 
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were to be heavily taxed. But furely, if men could be allowed 
to Teafon from natural confequences, this mode would have the 
very contrary effedt, as the poor would be therety doubly op- 
preiTed, to reimburfe the lofs occalioned by this taxation. The 
Honourable Mover of the meafure, aflerts, '* that you have it 
to chuie, whether a general land-tax ihall be adopted, equally 
affefting the innocent and guilty, or whether you impofe a ta;c on 
abfentees only." — Could his opinion, he faidj have any weight 
it (h&ald be to decide, that neither of thofe taxes were neceflary. 
The fupplies were already granted, and when adminiftration de- 
manded no more money, it was a wantonnefs to force it on them. 
— Another principal argument had been advanced in its favour, 

which was its operating tOv compel the reiidence of abfentees. 

Some indeed, it might operate upon, in that fenfe, but there was 
a wide difference between inducement and coercion. Were ab- 
fentees to be induced to reiidence, or aflFe£tion for the foil, by 
forming conventions, by railing difcontents, by treating the le- 
giflature with infult and indignity, and by attempting to alter the 
conftitution? — The general conduct of thofe gentlemen, diflin- 
guiifaed by the name of oppofition, could not incline abfentees to 
this national preference, when fuch a picture of ruin was held out^ 
through the national debt, and a land-tax propofed at the fame 
moment, Befide the jealoufy that tax would occafion, it would 
evidenfly have a ruinous effedl, in leffeningthe value of land, and 
being oppreffive to thofe whom necellity .of occafion, want of 
healdi, the ftudy of the law, of other contingent circcumftances 
might call to England ; nor would it fail to be cruelly oppreffive 
to thofe tenants who by leafes were bound to pay all taxes. — 
For th^fe, and other numerous reafons, he would vote againfl 
the tax. 

. Sir JoJbn Blaquiere. — I am the decided friend of this tax — I have 
ever been fo, as I think it would be highly advantageous to this 
country — but was I an enemy that wiihed to overturn it, I would 
take the very means the Honourable Gentleman has done ; I 
would have watted till an Honourable Member of great ability, 
who was pledged to fupport the tax, and whofe powerful elo- 
quence had been exerted in its favour, had left the country; I 
would have waited till all the fupplies were granted, ahd till mi- 
nifters had no apology to lay on new bufdens — till I fhould be 
fure it would meet a negative in England. I would have defer- 
red it to a time when the protecting duties, on which the future 
welfare of this country depends, were to be brought before par- 
liament, and then to four the minds of men reildent in another 
country, I would bring in /^/ibill and deftroy both j and if I 
was an enemy to the bill, I would propofe it in the words 
of the Honourable Gentleman, though a fimple propofition 
v^ould have been more elFe^ual — but I am a friend to the prin- 
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ciple of the Honourable Gentleman's motion, and I lament that 
this day will be, fatal to it. It comes before the committee with 
jnaufplcious omen ; it has been twice deferred — firft, becaufe the 
Honotirable Mover was not ready — then becaufe his powetful 
friend had been fatigued at the Rotunda-^and now, 1 fuppofe it 
comes on becaufe he is gone to England. Yttfuch is my pre- 
diledtion for it, that even under thefe inaufpicioui omens I will 
vote for it; but trii I mufl intreat leave toftateto the Houfe 
what happened when it was formerly agitated. ^' 

When I had the honour to be a minifter here, I confi-^ 
4ered this tax as the favourite wilh of the people \ I thought it 
would be ufeful to the country, and indeed I never had heard a 
fyllable uttered againft it. Being therefore defirous to gTatify the 
people in what would ferve the country, I went over to England 
to folicit this as a boon from his Majefty's miniflcrs ; I made re- 
peated applications 5 I urged my fuit with an indecent warmth, 
and perhaps 'with an unbecoming importunity ) and it was at laft 
conceded as the ultimatum, that it would he granted to Ireland* 
I returned full of joy to propofe it ; but when it had the misfor-^ 
tune to appear before the Hodle as a meafure of minifters, the 
vfery gentlemen who before approved it, and who, I may fay, 
fentmeto folicit it, turned their backs upon it. Much danger 
was furmifed — many arguments were found out : it was faid, 
there was a fnake in the- grafs, and I divided in a minority > for we 
were beat by 14. The next day an Honourable Gentleman pro-» 
pofed a reconfideration of it, 1 fuppofe becaufe he had not on a 
former day difplaycd the fum total of his abilities — but we were 
again defeated. I can pledge myfelf that had there not been a ma* 
jority of 14, the minifter of that day would have given the tax, 
though it would have overfet his adminiftrition. As to the af- 
iertiqn that the tax is not practicable, it is unfounded ; you had 
the opinion of the then Attorney General, and fome of the ableft 
men of that day — that it was .practicable, and with great fa- 
cility. 

I will vote for it now, though I think it is brought forward at 
an improper time : you have, as I mentioned before, important 
bufinefs to come on, and it would not be wife to fet againft you 
ihany of your friends, who refide in England* nor is the ftate of 
Ireland now what it was when this tax was propofed. — You 
were then (hackled, and it was right of you to fha'vC your chains 
r— but now you are free, and have it in your power to be great 
and happy. 

Mr. Og/<?, — loppofed this tax in 1773, and I now oppofe it 
on the fame principle. If I was right then, I now ftand on much 
ftronger ground. Our fituation is much changed fmce that time } 
\t might then, in fome degree, have operated as a non importati- 
on has donej) and compelled England to acknowledge our rights. 
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but that tteceffity is now done away, by the conceffions that have 
been made, and at this day it would be but a wanton aft of hofti- 
Hty, if it was to have been the ultimatum of Ireland's demands. 
— I am glad it did not pafs — but who could prefome to pledge 
himfelf that Ireland would not have demanded more 5 there was 
then a rifing fpirit in the nation, which has encrealed ever (ince, 
and with it have encreafed the nation's acquifitions. 

I am faiisfied of tlie goodnefs of the gentleman's intentions who 
has introduced this tax. I own it is a popular fubjecl, and at a 
hafty view, might charm him — but I would rather fee his talents 
applied to deviie plans for making the proper advantage of our 
prefent fituation, than to embrace remedies which were thought 
irtefFe^lual to relieve us when our ftate was very different. 

Sir, I always oppofed this tax on the principle of natural liber- 
ty, 1 thought it would be a badge of flavery to reftrain men from 
fixing their habitations where convenience or inclination point- 
ed* In dcfpotic countries, one of the greateft grievances the peo- 
ple complain of is, being obliged to alk the fovereign's leave to 
go abroad-i— yet it is propofed in a free ftate, to fanftify by law, 
one of the gteateft evils complained of in defpotic govern- 
ments* 

The writ ne exeat regnum is never iflued but in cafes of high 
treafon ; if this lav/ palfes, it is iffiied to every man in the realm. 
I know indeed, *tisfaid, that a man may remove his perfon, leav- 
ing his property behind him, but it is indifferent to me whether I 
am detained by poverty or by chains. 

If this law was to pafs, it would be a breach of public faith, 
and the higheft injuftice to foreigners, who have purchafed eftates 
lathis country, it would be to them a law ex poftfadlo reducing 
the value oi their purchafe. 

Mr. Robert Jephfon,-^! have not prefumption enough to think 
that I fhould be able at any time, to do juftice to a fubjeft foex- 
tcnfive and complicated as this is ; but in my prefent ftate of 
health, I ihould not be able to do juftice, even to myielf; there- 
fore I ftiali fay very little.— ^I rife, becaufe I remember perfect- 
ly the decifionof a former parliament about ten years .fince up- 
on this very meafure, when it had every aid with which elo- 
quence could furnilh it ; and the ftrong arguments which then 
prevailed againft it^ arefrelh in myrecolleftion. Thefefeemto 
me to remain in their full force at this inftant, with the addition 
of many frelh objeftions, which altered circumftances and arcr 
ftored conftitution, have fince that time brought along with them. 
—But not to enter at large into arguments luch as thefe, that it 
is a tax— that every tax, (efpecially while unappropriated) is 
in fome meafure, a fund for minifterial influence— that it is im^ 
politic to be lavifli without demand or neceffity, of refources, 
^hidi ihould be referved for extraordinary emergencies — that thia 
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is a partial tax upon the property of individuals, who not being 
paid like abfentee placemen by tlie public, ought to be exempt 
from pecuniary mul6ls by the reprefentatives of the people — that 
it is a national breach of faith, and a fraud upon all the purchafers 
xf eftates in this kingdom hitherto, and adiiturberofevery fettle- 
fnent, andthat it would in fa6l diminifh the fee fimple value of 
the realm exadly in proportion to the quantum of the tax — that 
it is a harbinger, a kind of pioneer, which goes before to levej and 
prepare the way for the introdudion of a general land^-tax — not I 
lay, to enter into any of thefe arguments, 1 objc6b to the mea-- 
fure, becaufe prima facie it appears to be an illiberal, a flavilh 
and a difgraceful impofition ; oppreffive and unjuft to thofe per- 
fons who are the objeds of it, humiliating to the dignity of a 
great kingdom as this is, and utterly inconfonant to the tone and 
fpirit of afree conftitution. The place of a freeman's refidence 
is one of thofe exercifes of his will in which he ought never to be 
refiralned. 1 Ihould prefer the optional abfence of any fubjeft, ^s 
I would of a gueft or a companion, to his reluftant and repining 
abode with me. This idea of compelling men to refide among us, 
by nibbling at their property, puts me in mind of the expedient 
of the owl, who bit oif the feet of the mice (he had caught, that 
they might not b^ able to efcape. and run away from her. Btit 
unfavourably as I think of this meafure, and certain as I am, 
that the fenle of the Houfe will declare mod powerfully againfl 
it, I think it would be lefsfevere now, than if you had adopted it 
a little fooner. I mean, before parliament had pufhed back from 
that bar an attempt to eflabliih the mod decifive and intolerable 
tyranny that ever threatened to fubvert a free conftitution. Had * 
the attempt of laft Saturday prevailed, you would have held your 
lives and properties like the flaves of Conftantinople, at the capri- 
cious pleafure of your own Janiffaries. If this {eems to be going 
a little out of the way, I hope gentlemen will recoUeft that an 
Honourable Member on this very day, thought proper to repre- 
hend the conduct of one of the moft refpe£table majorities that 
was ever remembered in this Houfe, and that I ought toexpe£t at 
leaft equal indulgence when 1 vindicate the dignity of parliament. 
With refpe£t to volunteers, I wifh to be underftood but as refer- 
ring to a late tranfadion, in all things belides, no man reveres them 
more than I do. 

I hope there are many better expedients tlian mulds and penal- 
ties, and coercive refolutions, to keep men among us. Let a wife 
and public fpirited government be fupported as it ought to be. 
Difcountenance and repel innovations, dangerous as they are fan- 
taftical, which of late have made the face of this kingdom a fcene 
of tumult, confufion and uproar. 

Let the moft excellent and free conftitution in the world be pre- 
ferved in its purity. Let the laws ha^'e reverence, and the peo- 
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]ple fecurity. Thefe are expedients better than coercion, and fucli 
-will be the fruits of them. 

Colonel Hayes-^Az the Right Hon. Gentleman on the upper 
bench has flated thofe objections to this tax which 1 would'have 
tione, though I cannot flatter myfelf I (bould have fucceeded {o 
well, I rife only to give my approbation of the condudt of feve* 
ral noble abfentees, which has fallen under my own immediate 
obfervation ; not to mention the two noble abfentees of the north, 
whofe expenditures on public works may be faid almoft to fur- 
pafs belief. I (hould wi(h gentlemen to advert to the condud of 
a right honourable baronet of the north of England, who came 
over to this kingdom — not for the purpofe of encreafing his rent- 
roll — not by ftridt , valuations to raife his. rent on a miferable te- 
nantry, as the honourable mover defcribes that of the abfentees 
to be ; no, it was exprefsly to lower his rents. ' 

And here I fliould be guilty of injuftice, if I did not fete to' 
this Houfe the condud of a late noble abfentee, from that cdunty 
1 am particularly conne£ted with : — ^When a foreign enemy hiver- 
ed round our coads, in the moment of an expected invaiion, he 
fent 500/. towards arming and accoutering the Rockingham vo- 
lunteers ; this is a circumflance I am convinced will have weight 
with the honourable mover. His fucceflbr. Earl FitzwiUiara, 
has not had an opportunity of exerciflng his liberality in the fame 
line ; but he has not been unmindful of his country. When 
laft fum'mer*s fcarcity reduced the poor to a very wretched ftate 
indeed, his agents, by his orders, diftributed provifions every 
market day ; and this charity was not confined to the poorVff his 
own eftate, but thofe round it fhared equally. And thus his ex- 
ample and timely afliftance prevented, I may fay, an adual fa- 
mine. 

If the debate was more ferious, I could adduce fevcral weighty 
arguments in oppofition : Among the refl I (hould fay, that fo- 
reigners never can be expected to venture their capital in a country 
where they have no permanent fecurity : ^ut as I have heard no- 
thing yet in favour of the motion, I (hall only now exprefs my 
wifh, that we may be as nearly unanimous as podlble in diffenting 
from fo deftrudtive a meafure. 

^\T Richard Mufgrave — The honourable mover of this refolu-. 
tion, though not deep in years, feems to me deep in fcripture. 
He appears perfectly to comprehend that text, " Give, that it 
may be given unto thee again ;'* for this day he cries out againft 
profufion, the next he adds to the enormous debt under which the 
nation totters, by loading the Chief Governor, againft his will, 
wi(h 4000/. a year additional duty. But the Hon. Gentleman, 
perhaps, wi(hes to hij a foundation for drawing the great abilities 
he poflefles into exertion, to create an occafion of future decla- 
mations againft the prodigality of corrupt minifters and corrupt 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



a«4 PARLIAMENTARY 

majorities. One diy lie inveighs agaioft maintaining an army for 
the defence of this kingdom, againft what he calls military ex- 
travagance \ and the next is hirafelf downright extravagant. 

But there can be no harm in this itind of profufion ; it is done in 
a<ivil way. This indeed is a llrangc kind of ceconomy — a phe- 
nomenon'of finance ' But, it will be faid, the tax is popular ; 
if you do not vote fo» it your windows will be broke. I think 
the meafure hurtful, and as I cooiider mylelf a free agent, will 
vote agaifvft it. I have many reafons for this condud, which 
would be too tedious to enumerate here. I (hall, therefore, only 
trouble the Houfe, with faying, that theadopticm of a meafure 
of this kind would be a clog on purchafet, that the value of lands 
muft fall coniiderabiy, and the wealth of this country mud dimi- 
Hifli in the fame proportion. Inftead of throw ing*<obfbicles in their 
way, we ought at this time to allure Engliihmcn, by every fair 
and juft method, to lay out their money among us. 

Mr. Brpoke — The impofijtton of fach a tax, is contrary. to every 
principle of the conftitution-— contrary to every principle of na- 
tural liberty. Can there be anything more unjufl, than to lay 
fuch ah embargo as this on any man ? Any thing more unrea* 
fonable, than to prevent a gentleman, who may have cogent rea- 
fons for doing fo, to live where it may fuit him } His health may 
require it-^his civcumftances may abfolutely demand it. It is a 
pitiful, it is a mean kind of iinahce to felcd any particular fee 
of men as objedts of partial taxation. It is abhorrent, from the 
honour — ^from the dignity — from the magnanimity of this free and 
independent country. When you were a nation of (laves, was 
not this and feme other partialities exercifed here againft certain 
defcriptions of men, the m^n arguments ufed againft your libera- 
tions? You are groaning for liberty at home, and yet you de* 
prive others of it. — If you wifh we (bould be juft ioycu, (irft fet 
the example, by (hewing you can be juft to others* 

Mr. Mijfofi — Though 1 believe the honourable gentleman who 
moved this refolution to have been aduated by the pureft prin- 
ciples, yet as it appears to me injurious to the interefts of this 
nation, I will oppofe it. This tax, if carried into execution, 
muft be materially detrimental to the landed intereft of the king- 
dom. It will lelfeiT the value of land, and render^ mortgages in- 
secure ; for the purchafer or mortgager will make himfelf amends 
for the tax he is to pay, ^ which muft be feverely felt by the feller 
or mortgagee. It is for thefe reafons, and not becaufe it may be 
3ntrodu6tive of a land tax, or becaufe it may encroach on the li- 
berty of mankind, that I oppofe it. By what methods the ho- 
nourable gentleman is enabled to raife the value of lands, by tax- 
ing them, I know not ; but this 1 know, when the public wants 
any great fum of money, it is not in this country it is fought, 
but the monied men in England are the people applied to, whQ 
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alone are able to furaifli it. Wbat xsonied man in England will 
Uy out his property ip this country, either in purchafes or mort- 
gages, if purchafes and mortgages ,be infecure ; which a tax of 
this kind, if carried into a law, would make them. Another 
very alarming circumftance will be the confequence offuch a law. 
Every man who has money lent on mortgages, will foreclofe them. 
At the fame time that this will bring a great quantity of land to mar- 
ket, it will deter a great number of people, who other wife would 
buy, from laying out their money on them, and leffen fuch a quan*- 
tity of fpecie in the kingdom as will diiable many more. But for a 
moment let us fuppofe monied men an^ong us, the interference of 
parliament, with private property, will deter them from purch^fing 
when it is uncertain how foon an a6t of the legl flature may deprive 
them of a great part of the profits arifing from their acquifitions ; for 
though a gentleman may have determined never to become an 
abfentee himfelf, he does not know but his Ton miy hereafter 
be one ; he will therefore, when he purchafes an eiiate, make 
himfelf an allowance for the contingency^ of fuch an event. If 
you pafs this law, lands will fall from 19 to 15 years purchafe^ 
which will be a lofs of 10,000,000/. to the nation. In Lord 
Harcourt's adminiftration, the very propofal of this tax materially 
injured this country. I fear it will have the fame elFedt. at this ' 
time, if we do not take particular care it fhall not. It would, in 
my opinion, be more wife to pledge the faith of[ parliament^ that 
no fuch meafure will be carried into execution. 

Mr. St. George moved that 2s, he fubflituted in place of 4x. 

Mr. Pole — ^Formerly the Irifti abfentees fled this country, be- 
caufe it was not free — becaufe no generous fpirit would bear to 
live among a nation of flaves. As this country is now indepen- 
dent, and you are like to become a great people, many of thofe 
gentlemen will return and refide among you j but let them have 
the merit of ading from inclination, and not from compulfion* 
Some of the abfentees have the greater part of their. property in 
England. Would it not be the highefl injuflice to tax them for 
redding where they have the greater flake ? Is it not injurious to 
tax the landlord, and not the tenant who derives under him^ 
and perhaps draws three times his income out of the lands ? No 
provifion is here made in favour of officers, who are daily endur- 
ing hardfhips, and rifking their lives in the fervice of their coun- 
try. No provifion in favour of thofe truly noble members of ^he 
other Houfe, who have fo glorioufly diflinguifhed themfelves 
through the courfe of the laft war. You make them a grateful 
return truly for their fervices f A partial tax is a mighty hand- 
fome way of (hewing your gratitude ! Many gentlemen are 
obliged from the narrownefs of their circumflances, to go abroad^ 

many for recovery of their health. T-Will you tax thefe? — 

Will you ihew yourfelves fuch enemies to natural liberty as to 
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compel people to refide among you, whether it is in their power 
or not ? 

Mr. Langrijbe — This tax will drive away manyr— will bring 
back none. Partial taxation I was always inimical to 5 if there 
be one, let it be general. This is a ftep towards a land tax : If 
there be any fuch in contemplation, why do not gentlemen 
fpeak out ? I will give it my hearty negative, as I conceive it 
will very much diminifli the property of this country, tt favours 
too much of American op preffion to gain my approbation. Every 
tax fliould be equally impofed. To tax one part of the commu- 
nity, without laying any tbarc on the remainder, is neither fair, 
honourable, norjuO*. 

Mr. Wefihy — I will now vote, as I have doiie formerly, againft 
this tax. I conceive it will very materially injure the landed in- 
,tereft. 

Sir Fred* Flood — As I have heard nothing like argument in favour 
of the motion I will give xi my decided negative. But before I come 
to defend a much valued friend of mine, who has been unjuftly 
alluded to, permit me to ftate my reafons for the vote I mean to 
give ; this meafure is now unfeafbnable, for you have already 
voted the fupplies ; your committee of ways and means has fat, 
and will you give them more money than they require ? The cur- 
rent expences of the year have been already provided for, and 
will you fall into the^ibfurdity of impofing extraordinary taxation, 
without fpecifying any one purpofe to which it may be appro- 
priated ? This tax will ruin your credit, and lean hard on your 
landed property. What man will lend his money on mortgages in 
this country ? Will any one purchafe an eftate ? This tax would 
tend to raife difputes between the fitter kingdom and us. If I 
had no other reafon, this alone would be to me a fufficient rea« 
fon for oppofing it. It is not without indignation I frequently 
hear the laft parliament difrefpeftfully mentioned in this Houfe. 
The laft parliament ihould meet far different treatment from this 
country ; they were its beft friends: They refcuedour conftitution, 
and reftorcd our col:^merce — they cftablifhed good and wholelbme 
laws, and deferve to have their memory immortalized.. Inflead 
of employing ourfelves in futilities of this kind, we ihould, like 
them, attend to the prefervation of our conftitution, and improve- 
ment of our commerce : we (bould provide for the hundreds of 
manufadturers we fee ftarving in our ftreets. Haying thus far 
ailigned my reafons for oppofing this refolution, permit me now 
to vindicate my abfent friend. If he was prefent, he would not 
need fuch an advocate as I am ; he is able and willing to defend 
his public and private character. My honourable friend fets fuch 
afperfions^at defiance : they are falfe, as they are illiberal. 

Sir John Blaqwere faid, that he was fo far from throwing any 
aiperfions on the honourable baronec^s friend, that he meant to 
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<^ompliment him. What he faid was, that if he'was the greateft 
*nemy to the raeafure, he would not wilji it to be brought irfto 
the Houfe in a more improper time, than in the abfence of the 
honourable baronet's friend, who, on a former occafion, had fup- 
ported it with his great abilities. 

Sir Frederick Flood — My honourable Jcinfman is not prefent. If 
he was, gentlemen would not be fo well difpofed to attack him. — 
I admit, though I would ftand forward his advocate, though near 
in connedion, and dear in friendihip, I am very little acquainted 
with his political principles. He might, at a former period, when 
this meafure was propounded, have voted for it. The times then 
required it. Your privileges were not aflerted, your commerce 
was not liberated. We had every reafon to confider the people 
of Great Britain as our tyrants. But now that we know them to 
be friends — that we have one common intereft with them — that 
we have taken them to our arms, I believe, if my honourable 

relation was prefent, he would oppbfe this refolution. The 

Right Hon. Gentleman faid^ going to a country, where he has 
acquired new connexions, and new intereft, might have prevent- 
ed him from voting for this refolution. But 1 beg leave to contra* 
di£t the alTertion. If he has acquired that new intereft, it will be 
for the good of this country. The Right Honourable Gentleman 
will, I hope, confefs his miftake. 

Right Hon. ^ohn 0*Neil — This tax may hereafter, when ner 
cefljiy requires it, be eligible ; but now I fee no manner of occa- 
fion for it. The current expences of the year are provided \ 
therefore it is fu peril uous. If gentlemen can (how any tax that 
lies heavier on the lower claffes of the people, let us eafe that 
ufeful defcripdon of men, of their opprelfion, and fubftitute this 
in the room of it. Let us fubftitute it for the execrable land tax 5 
I will th^n moft chearfully fupport it ; I will then think it necef- 
fary, and will accordingly vote for it. I wilh it niay not be poft- 
poned ; and if, hereafter it (hall be difcuifed, I hope it will be 
with intention to fubftitute it for others. 

General Cunningham — As oi> a former occafion I fupported this 
tax, and mean to oppofe it now, I think it my duty to affign 
the reafons of this my condudl. Formerly I fupported it, becaule 
I thought it fair that every man ftiould contribute to the expences 
of the ftate, particularly they who did not refide in the country, 
and yet drew vaft fums of mofiey out of it. This was then a poor, 
impovcriihed, and enflaved kingdom. I was grieved to fee, that 
though the abfentees were men of great influence in England, 
yet nothing feparate was done for Ireland. This I attributed to 
their inattention to the intereftsof this country; but thofe mea 
I would then tax, to fliew my refentment, have fuccelliveiy be- 
come minifters of England, and have taken an active part in Irifli 
affair), and to them in a great meafure are due the advantages 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



288 PARLIAMENTARY 

obtained by this country. The Marquis of Rockineham, Lord 
Hilliborough, Lord Shelburne, and fome others, have ihewn them- 
felves our decided friends. The bulk of my property confifts in 
land, yet as I think a land tax very equitable, I (hall mod chear- 
fully pay it, provided the taxes I pay for wines and groceries are 
taken oflf: But an abfentee tax I will reiift, becauie I think ic 
will produce difcord between the abfentees and us, when union 
18 altogether necelF^ry. I fpeak as an independent member, 
neither biajfcd by a minifter, nor under the influence of a county. 
Sir Edward Newenham called the Honourable Member to order, 
and faid he Teemed . to infinuate that county inftruQions were 
unconftitutional ; that he was a friend to the principle of the 
bill ; yec as his county had formerly inflru6led him on this head, 
he thought it his duty to fubmit his opinion to theirs, and there- 
fore would vote againft it. 

General Cumtittgbafif,-^A man inftrufled is not free ; he has it not 
in his power to make ufe of his own underflanding. Arguments 
. in this Houfc are thrown away on him, iince he is not open to 
conviction. Influence of one kind is as bad as that of another. 
Every a£lion of my life is confiftent with the other. Gentlemen 
thus inftrudled are like Lord Thomond's cocks — all of one fide. It 
was always a favourite idea with me, to take 4 or 500,000/. off 
fomething elfe, and put it on abfentees ; but the mover of this 
refolution fecms in this, as well as fome other inftances, to load 
governmenX with money whether they will or not. 

Honourable Colonel Majfey. — The honourable introducer of 
this motion has not, by any thing he has faid, changed my opi- 
nion. I vote^ againfl: this tax formerly, and will vote againft 
it now. The Hon. Mover has not fpecified what kind of ab- 
fentee tax he intends. This is an unreafonable tax, and no rea- 
fon therefore is afligned for, no neceflity now exifts for it — no 
one good can be gained by it, but the evils that may flow from 
it are many; the landed property of the nation may be ruined 
by it. I intend to vote againft it now, but 1 do not pledge rayfdf 
but I may, on a future occafion, fupport it. 

Mr. Molyneux, — When this queftion was on a former occa* 

fion agitated in this Houfe, it met far different treatment. I will 

. own that it would have better become almoft any other gentlc- 

. man than myfelf. My age, my inexperience, and want of weight, 

(hould not caufe this oppofition. The meallire fliouldftandon 

. its mjerits and not the propofers. It Ihould not be oppofed on 

. my account. It is its misfortune it did not come from the 

treafury bench ; fuch a circumftance would make a greai change 

of opinion, many would be for it, who now vote againft it. I 

have repeatedly mentioned my intention of bringing this mea- 

fure forward. — 1 have mentioned it with the humility that be* 

came me. It was not for me to propofe a plan^ it woi^d b« 
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prefumptaou8. That was to be Mt to the committee. Out 
cjcpences are above our taxes. — This might be appropriated to 
the payment of 300,000/. But I have not lungs to go over all 
the arguments ufed again (l my motion. I ihall only aiTure the 
committee it is a nKitter I have not taken up lightly^ and that 
I ihall not lightly lay it down. 

Sir Thomas OJhorne difliked the tax as mili|ating againft liberty* 
This will, fays he, be puniftiing Englifli gentlemen who have 
eilates here for partiality to their native country, for preferring 
it as a place of reddence. Unfarefeen accidents may make it 
neceffiry for gentlemen to l^avc this country, and fettle in Eng-* 
land. The uncertainty every man muft feel of what may here« 
after happen to him, will deter him from purchafing in a king- 
dom where there ex^ifts a ftrong probability fuch events may 
arife. The adoption of this meafure would be to pnnifli a 
number of refpeftable chara£lers for the attachment they fo 
iftrongly exhibited in favour of Ireland. Moreover, this is a fu-* 
perfluous revenue, and the application of fuch is always bad. 
This looks more like the fuggeftion of popularity than as arifing 
' from public necefllty. 

Mr. Neville thought the taxation illegaU it was an embargo 
on the liberties, of the fubjed. He therefore would oppofe it. 

Attorney GeneraL — I rife, Sir, to move thatNOne flbilltng may 
. be inferted in the room of four fliillings. This 1 do to (hew my 
abhorrence of the prii)cip1e of this tax, which I think ihould 
be fcouted out of this Houfe with every mark of reproba^ 
tion. 

Mr. Parfons exprefled his approbation of the principle of th» 
bill, but objected to the time of bringing it forward 1 he would 
therefore vote againft it. . 

The amendment was carried without a dividon. 
The refolution was now put as amended, and pafled in th«. 
negative* 

Ayes, , ^— - *— — 2,2 

Noes, - — — — 184 



SATURDAY) December 6, 1783. 

The Houfe in committee on the corn buiineis, Mr. JBoltozi 
in the chair. 

Mr. Fojier faid, he would deem the attention of the Houfe 
very neceflary, while he Ihould fpeak to forae refolutions he in* 
tended to propofe. In the courfe of lad fefllon^ fays he^ an 
a6t was paiTed which prohibited the importation of foreign 
wheat, until the market price rgfe to 36;. the barrel^ which 

U 
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ad had i mifchievous operation in a time of great fcarcity. The 
refolutions I have in my hand tend to the encouragement of raa^ 
nufaflure, gt th^ fame time that they will obviate fuch fort of 
difficulties in future. It is my intention that wheat may be 
imported, duty free, from England, as foon as the price (ball arifc 
to. 27/. the l^rrely and when it (hall arife to ao/. the ports to 
be open to all other foreign countries, at the trifling duty of 3^. 
per barrel. The bill of lad feflion, which I alluded to as the 
caufc of all the threatened diftreifes of a famine, was introduced 
by an Hon. Member (Mr. Flood) now abfentj I objc^led to it 
when introduced, on the probable ill confequences which were 
threatened by fixing it at 36;. the barrel, and contended for, its 
being fixed at 30*. but the Hon. Gentleman' perfcvering in the 
fuppOEt of the higher fum, the bill pafTed, though the fubfequent 
ill confequences have proved my apprehenfions to have been 
zlmoik fatally right 1 but by fixing the import, in future, at zjs* 
the ftzt of receiving fuch ill con^qucnces will be done away 1 
and even this preference to Britifh corn is only on condition of 
England's extending the like preference to us, which will fupporc 
the maintenance of that friendly communication, which policy 
and affedion fhould eilablifb between both nations i and as in all 
probability our export may exceed our import, we (hall thereby 
certainly gain a decided advantage. Britifh corn has, at all^ times 
been importable here, at fmall duties, and Iriih grain prohibited 
at (hted prices into England ; the fyftem 1 intend to lay before 
the Houfe, will place both countries on a proper and beneficial 
equality, and that fyftem is (hortly this: To allow a bounty 
on export, up to 2js, the barrel, then to allow export without 
bounty, and import withou.t duty, from Great Britain, until it rifes 
to 30f. the barrel, and when it rifes to 30/. to prohibit export to 
every place, and admit import from evtry place, A fuificient price 
will be fecured to the farmer by this regularion, who, in my opini- 
on, (hould be contented with a guinea a barrel ; yet he is allowed a 
bounty of 3;. 4^/. a barrel on export, until the ptice arifes to 27/. 
This regularion goes to wheat alone, every other fort of grain will 
be equally regulated, by which every neceffity of embargoes, and 
the improper interference of the laws will be found totdly need- 
lefs. My idea WQuld alfo embrace another objed equally new 
and important, which is that of allowing foreign corn to be ware- 
houfed at all (eafons. By this means the merchants wil^ be en- 
couraged to fpeculate, and the corn will not be fold out, till the 
price rifes to the ftandard of allowing com to be imported. 
-Confid'ering alfo our fingular fituarion for the convenience of the 
American trade, and that the principal produce of that country 
is corn, there is a probability of our becoming the granary for 
the Europe^in markets, having the choice of preference for our 
6wn, if found needful; add to 'this, that America will iccetvc 
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our manufadturei for this corn. Individuals will be alfo benefited, 
becaufe the merchant is intended to be allowed the warehoufing 
of his own corn at a fmall duty, and giving bond for the re- 
mainder; being at full liberty either to export it, or fell it out 
for home confumption, when the price rifes to the neceffity 
of importation^ and then his bond becomes cancelled. Here is 
a certain plan not only of conftant fupply for home confump- 
tion, but to-fupply the red: of Europe. 

The regulation of the price at which corn (hall be imported 
is another objedt. I would propofe the Dublin market as the 
ftandard for regulating the reii of Ireland, becaufe it will hold out 
the regular price for the merchant, and to avoid too frequent a 
change, the price will be regulated once in every three months, 
by the magiftrates and fv/orn officers, and not by quarter (elli- 
ons, at the average of fix or eight oreceding markets. I think 
Dublin points itfelf particularly out for this purpofe, as the inland 
and coafting bounties bring its market to every farmer's door, 
and keep its port open, by encouraging a fupply from other 
places. I propofe alfo to abolifli the abfurd ufe of Englilh mea- 
fares, fo that the bounties, &c. Iball be regulated by Iri(h mea*- 
fures and Irifh money. By thefe means the precilb meaning of 
the law will come to every man's knowledge, in relpeft to 
bounties, prices, and other neceHary matters. For the encott-" 
ragement of the mills, I propofe in regard to flour, to raife 
the bounty from is, 4^, to is, iid, the hundred; and I am 
induced to this, from the fuppofition that a barrel of IriOi wheat 
does not produce three- fourths flour, which the . Englifli might 
exceed. Before I move thefe refolutions I am ready to anfwer^ 
and give every gentleman all the fatisfadtion in my power, to 
fuch queilions as he ihall think proper to put in regard to this 
flieafure. 

Mr. Hartley thought even joi. too high, though he approved 
of the redudtion of the fum ftated as the average price. He, at 
the fame time, could not help remarking, that abolilbing the 
export bounty from Dublin, was the meafure which chiefly 
operated to raife the price of corn in this market. 

Mr. Fo/ier replied, that it would be highly abfurd to grant 
large bounties of public money for bringing corn to Dublin, 
and afterwards grant other large bounties for taking it out of 
Dublin, 

Mr. Bujbe was inclined to difler in fome fmall matter, but 
approved of the principle. He agreed, he faid, as to the ab- 
furdity of giving a bounty for exporting corn from Dublin. It 
fell, within his own knowledge, that when the market price is 
30;. a barrel in Dublin, it is but 25^. at Kilkenny. Tj^e jproi* 
mium on the carriage is too low^ 

U 2 
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Mr. 0?rry thought two months ihould be fubftituted for re- 
gulating the price inftead of three. 

Mr. Fofler faid, the objection could have no force, as corn 
was generally imported from America or the iBaltic, and three 
months gave time little enough for the merchant to receive his 
anfwer. The market price of Dublin went only to regulate the 
Tmport J but that of, export was to be, regulated bj^ the average 
middle price of tlie three preceding market days in each port, 
and the reafonablenefs of this, muft, he faid, be apparent, be- 
caufe, if corn (hould be wanted in Dublin, it could oe procur- 
ed from thofe ports, as import into Dublin would be flowed, 
and the warehoufes of the kingdom opened for h6me confump- 
tion. , . 

y[i. Hartley applauded the tendency of the refolutions, to which 
he would give his hearty concurrence, becaufe America would 
be a great market for the fale of Iriih manufactures j and corn 
being the natural return of that foil, the Irifh merchants would be 
the carriers of corn to all the reft of Europe. 

The refolutions were then read, and agreed to unanimoufly, 
and Mr. Fofter was complimented by the whole Houfe, for intro- 
ducing a fubjedt which promifed to be of the moft permanent and 
material advantages to Ireland. — The report to be received on 
Monday. 

Mr. Gardiner informed the Houfe, that the committee appoint-f 
ed to rnveftigate the ft ate of the trade and manufadures of this 
country, had nearly clofed that part which regards the loom \ and 
that as evidence would end in the committee on Monday, he did 
intend to propofe fome refolutions, which he would annex to the 
report that would be made on Wednelday or Thurlday, 

It having been ftated to the Houfe, that Mr. Stewart, the pe- 
titioner on the county of Down eledlion, though willing to pay 
the cofts incurred by the petitioner, in obedience to the order of 
the Houfe, yet could not make that payment until the cofts fbould 
be duly veriried by affidavit, 

Mr. /*//jKgr/^/5&«faid, I didhope when the petitioner had been let off 
fo quietly, we fliould have heard no more of this matter. I did 
not think he would have been fo fqueamifti, or have added contu- 
macy to the former offence : he comes now as a fpecial pleader, 
making exceptions to an affidavit — the affidavit is as full and un- 
exceptionable as poffible — [read] — ThelherifPs agent fwears, that 
the lums charged as coft were fairly and a6tually paid to the fhe- 
rift^s council and agents, and that they are' the ordinnry fees, ge- 
nerally paid upon fuch occaiions : the oiiitnces charged laid againft 
the fheriff in the petition, were moft wicked and ill founded ; af- 
ter^ilbtemn fair trial, the purity of that gentleman's honour has 
appeared — the petitioner himleH, aihamed of thofe charges^ fays. 
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he had not read the petition which he figned — In my mind, the 
high rank of that gentleman aggravates the offence, for what might 
be excufed in an ignorant man, fliould not be paffed over in one 
who is better informed ; but when the Houfe confcnted to over- 
look his offence, it was confidered as a very advantageous com- 
pfomife, that he Ihbuld pay the (herifF*s coftsj which 1 think are 
extremely moderate. I hope therefore, we fliall hear nb more of 
this affair, but that he will get out of it as well and as foon as he 
can. 

Mr. Prime Serjeant — When I fir ft faw tTie charges again ft the 
iberifF ftated in the petition, I was convinced they were ground- 
lefs, becaufe I have known him many years, and I mult fky, I 
never knew a more honourable gentleman — I have had long and 
intimate acquaintance with him, and I muft fay, that I do not 
think there is one atom of impurity in his Gompofition. A man 
who did not know my opinion of the (heriF, might think the part 
I am now taking was intended as an oppofition to him, for which 
reafon I think it right to declare before I proceed farther, the ref- 
pe£t I bear to him. 

But this. Sir, is not a queftion between an Honourable Mem* 
ber of this Houfe, the IherifFand the petitioner — it is a queftion, 
whether a returht'ng officer fhall have a right to recover whatever 
cofts he may incur from a petitioner, who charges him with par- 
tiality, and who fails to prove the allegations of his petition. — 
If you eftablifli this rule, which never can be in the idea of the 
Houfe, you may involve petitioners in a very great expence ; and 
as thefuccefs of the fitting member neceffarily involves the innor 
cence of the returning officer, it never can be proper to allow the 
returning oflicer council aAd agents, as the fitting member de- 
fending himfelf by his council and agents, at the fame time defi^ads 
the returning officer. If you lay down a contrary rule, every, 
man who is accufed of bribery and corruption, may as well em- 
pjoy agents to defend him, and charge his cofls to the petitioners 
-^l fpcak upon'general principles, not ais to particulars. I have 
already declared my opmion of the fherifF, 1 now declare my ref- 
pe£t for the noble 'lord, the fitting member.; he is dcferving of. 
refpeft, not onlv on his own account, but as .being fon to a tried, 
and affedionate n-iend of Ireland — a man who upon everj occafion 
has^roved his attachment to this country. 

'But there is nothing in the report of tite committee concerning 
thefceriff.— [A general cry, — There is, there is /^ — —Well, 1. 
am fure it never was the intention of tHe law-r-and I will move 
jxsMy that the orde* of the Houfe, fo far as it relates to the petiti- 
dtifer paying the fhcriff*sf cofts, be refcinded. 

'Sir Jobn Farnel — When I made the motion, which the ho- 
nourable and learned member wants to have refcinded, it was con- . 
^"raryta my feelings; but that motion ' Being queftk)ned, how- 
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ever irkfomc to me, I am called upon to defend the propriety of 
it. The learned Member makes a diftinttion between trying the 
merits of an eleflion, and trying the condu£l of a (fcerifF. — But 
the trial of the eleflion generally involves the fherifF's condu£t — 
and as the verdict of a committee is, by the ftaiute, evidence 
againft him in a court of law, it would be the moft cruel thing in 
the world, not to allow him council and agent to defend him. If 
his innocence appears, who (hould be at the expence of the coun- 
ciFand agents ? Certainly the man who by a frivolous or ground- 
lets petition induces that expence. But though the conunittce, 
in the prefent cafe, have made a fpecial report, moft honourably 
acquitting the flierifFof all the charges* that were laid againft him, 
I did not make this motion without confulting that perfon, (the 
Attorney-General) whofe opinion in law-matters generally dire£b 
this Houfe. 

Mr. Par/on s — The Houfe, in making that order, did an illegal 
a6t. The Houfe has no authority to impofe a fine. — There is 
no precedent for it. And will the Commons alTume an iilcgsl 
power ? 

Mr. Geerge Otrle — 1 defire it may not be underftood that I have 
not as high a refpe€t for the Honourable Gentleman (ihe IheriiF) 
as any other member of this Houfe 5 what I have delivered was a 
meflage at the requeft of the honourable petitioner, but not in- 
tended by me as an oppofition to the Honouraye Gentleman (the 
iherifF)- 1 now think it my duty to declare, that I think the or- 
der of the Houfe was perfe6tly well founded* 

^\x Annejly Steivart — lam convinced the honourable petitioner 
never intended to raife any doubt concerning the authority of this 
Houfe to impofe the order mentioned j nor has he any idea of dif- 
puting that order. 

Sir Henry Cavendijb — There are many inftances and precedents 
of the Houfe impofing fines ; and i think in the prefent cale, the 
Houfe is bound to be Iteady to its own order. 

Sir John Blaquiere — The defign of the Houfe was to aft with 
lenity to the Honourable Gentleman who was the petitioner, and 
t\x^- order was exceedingly favourable to him; but I think the 
dignity of the Houfe is now attacked, and if it was polFible that 
the learned member's motion could be agreed to, I would move to 
refcind the whole order touching the petitioner, and then that 
gentleman would be difgracefully brought to your bar : the order 
of the Houfe was a moll favourable compromife for him, and I 
am furprifed any friend of his would dclire to have it altered. 

Lord Del^H — The fherifF, or other returning officer is allowed 
by law fourteen days to prepare his defence. Wow how is he to 
defend himfelf if he be not allowed council and agents, and thele 
are a kind of gentlemen that expeft to bfe paid ? An Honourable 
Gentleman fays, thisHouf^;; has no right to fine perfons — the dire^ 
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contrary is afTertcd by an Honourable Baronet, .remarkable for 
his experience and ikill in parliamentary affairs. 1 fhall not pre- 
fume to decide on thofe two opinions--bi)t of this I am certain, 
that if the Houfe cannot fine, it can confine perfons, and that 
would be full as difagreeable to the petitioner. 

The Attorney General — Whenever I differ with the learned and 
honourable gentleman who made the motion, I do it with the ut- 
moft diffidence ; and I am convinced from his acknowledged abi- 
lities, he could not be f o much miflaken if he had not totally 
overlooked the flatute which is fo plain, that he who runs may 
read. Now any one who reads that ftatute fees that the committee 
are fworn to try not only the merits of the election, but the char- 
ges made againfl the returning officer ; any one who fees all the 
provifions that are made for this purpofe, mufl fee that it is as 
neceifary for the returning officer to employ council as for the fit- 
ring member — What would *be the confequence \i every perfon 
might wantonly charge a JherifF, and put him to great expence 
without any coil: or hazard to himfelf ? The confequence would 
be, that no man of honour would accept the office of fheriff. 1 
fpeak upon this occaiion v^nthout confidering the character, attack- 
ed by the late petition — that charaft^r can fland by itfelf, and 
needs no fupport from any one — and as to the petitioner who has 
. unwarily tacen that ftep, perhaps the only wrong one he ever 
took, he is a man I efleem, and have long admired his condu^t^ 
both in this Houfe and in private life. When he flood a candidate 
1 was one of the firft to give him my fuffrage.. I fpeak therefore the • 
more boldly, and fay, his friends are doing him an injury, fport- 
ing with his refpedtable charader, and perhaps if the refolution of 
the Houfe be refcinded, reducing him to the neceHrty of appearing 
difgracefully at your bar. 

The Prime Serjeant withdrew his motion,* and Sir Anneflj S!e*iv^ 
art promifed the cofls fhould be forthwith paid. , ^ 

Mr, George Pottfonby faid, that as on a former day he had given 
nonce of his intention, to make a morion on the fubjed of the 
100,000/. voted by parliament, for railing feamen [Mr. Fonfonby 
had promifed to make this motion on the day next following that on 
which Mr. Molyneux fhould make his relative to abfentees,] — he 
hoped though the Houfe was fomething thin, it would not be con^ 
' fidef-ed as a furprize. An Honourable Gentleman, who had late- 
ly left this kingdom, (Mr. Flood) ha4 not only infinuated, but 
dircdly charged government with one of the very worft crimes a 
government could be guilty of— the milapplication of the public 
money. — He had faid, that jjartofthe fum voted for raifing fea- 
men had been applied to th? fencible regiments. But as the evi- 
dence of the matter of fadl, the report of the committee of ac- 
counts, lapr upon the table,, he would enter into no argument, 
but propofe his motion \ which he did as follows^ and ws(s pafTed 
nem. con. 
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He faid, a very heavy charge had been made early in the fefiion 
againft government, tor having mifapplied part of the fum of 
1 00,000/. voted laft feffion for railing 20,000 men for the navy j 
he had thptefore, a motion to make, which was a-truilm on the 
face of it; and he hoped a full and fufficicnt refutation of the charge 
that had been made. 

Refolved, That it appears to this Hoiife, that the fum of 
53,600/. 75. la-i.— part of the {aid fum of ioo,oooA was appropri- 
ated to raifingmen for the navy, 

Refolyed, 1 hatit appears to this Houfe, that thefumof46,399/, 
12^ 2ci, was placed to the credit cfthe nation. 

Refolved, That it appears to this Houfe, that no part of the faid 
fum of 100,000/. was appropriated to the raifing, accoutring, &:c, 
pf the provincial regiments. 



Monday, December 8, 17B3. 

Mr, George Lowther was fworn and took his feat. 

An engroffed bill to enable the commiflionerfi of his Majefty*s 
revenue of excife, to impower the brewers of Imafl beer, at cer- 
fain times ^nd under certain circumftances, to charge an higher 

imcefor fmall beer than by law they arc entitled to charge for the 
ame, according to order, was read a third time. 

Refolved, That the bill do pafs, and that the title be An a6t to 
enable' the commiflioncrs of his Majefty*s revenue of excife to im- 
power the brewers of fmall beer> at certain times and under certain 
^ircumftancea, to charge afn higher price for fmall beer than by law 
they are entitled to charge for the fame. 

Mr, Oardiner faid, hc had a petition of very great con&qiiencc 
to prefent, and he called for the attention of gentlemen to the 
iubje^ of the petition i it was figned by a very numerous and re- 
Jpe£lable body of men, the fadlors and others concerned in the linen 
?nanufa6ture of this kingdom, The object of the petition was, to 
preferve to this country the exclufiye' poileffion of raw materials, 
on whofe exiftence otfr ftaple manufadlure entirely depended.— 
He then prpfented a petition, praying that the exportation of li- 
lien yarn may be limited ^^The petition was read. 

Sir John Farnelidiidf the petitib|i required very ferious confide- 
ration, and if it was a proper time to take it up, he was certain 
he could etleflualJy anfwer the principle of)he petition. He rauft 
pbferve, that feveral gentlemen would b^ very materially affefted 
if the exportation of raw materials was to be limited. He repre- 
fch^ed a coqnty wjicre the yrpollen yarn w^s its principal fupport. 
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and in his opinion, the fenfe of the di/Ferent countijes fhould 
be taken, before the merits of the petition ought be gone into. 

Mr. Fofter obferved, that the principle of the petition was erro- 
neous, for it ftatcd that the exportation of linen yarn would confi- 
derably injure the linen manufacture, but it was well known that 
as the exportation of linen ;^arn had encreafed, the linen manu- 
fafture h^d advanced in proportion. He faid, that in the lad (ef- 
(lon of jparliament it was propofed to put the exportation of linen 
yarn, on the fame footing with that of corn; but the idea of al- 
tering duties on the exportation of linen yarn, had occafioned an 
univerlal alarm 5^ and if you reftrift the exportation of linen yarn, 
can yon be certain that Great Britain will take off any of your 
woollen yarn ? 

Mr, Gardiner faid, it was the O'ftem , of every manufadluring 
country, to keep the cxclufive po"ffeflion of its raw materials. — 
Great Britain does it, German}^ does it, and fo does Ruflia y and 
from the beft information he could allure the Houfe, that the linen 
manufafture both in England and Scotland was rapidly increafing, 
und that in the latter kingdom in a very few years it had encreafed 
quadrupcly: he obferved, that the peVfons who had figned the peti- 
tion were perfons of experience, character and property, and he 
believed would not introduce any thing into the petition which 
they were not able to fupport, 

Mr. Montgomery (of Cavan) declared there was not a homecon- 
fumptioh for one^fourth part of the linen yarn of this country. 

Mr. Z)27/yr faid, there was a very numerous body of people who 
liad a claim on the attention of i;he Houfe, as well as the petiti- 
oners, and that Vas the poor of this country ; the woollen and 
linen ytrn gave employment to thoufafids of them, and if you pre- 
vent the exportation, you deprive them of their bread. In his opi- 
nion, too much encouragement could not be given to th$ exporta-* 
tion both of woollen and line;i yarn, 

Mr. Pelham faid, [alluding to Mr. Gardiner*3 committee] that 
^s the evidence was clofed on one part, and no new matter to be 
pffcred from that M.^^ be thought that the evidence which had 
been ?one through fhould be printed, in order for gentlemen to 
confider it, and defer going into any further bufinefs in the cora-? 
mittee 'till after the Chriftmas recefs. 

Mr. Gardiner objected to have the evidence printed till the 
whole pro and con was gone through ; the evidence on one part 
was clofed, the committee had adjourned till twelve o'clock to-^ 
morrow, and were ready to hear any evidence might be offered \ 
he would not confent to print a partial evidence, he was for pro- 
ceeding in the regular ufual way \ it v/as bufinefs of fuch great mo- 
ment ; that no unneceffary delay fhould be given it was the wifb, 
pf hisconflituents, and he believed of the conllituents of every gen- 
tleman in thd Houfe, that the bufinefs &ould be brought on as 
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foon as poffiblc, and it could be done as well before Chriftma* 
as after. 

Sir John Blaqviere deilred that the petition of the company of 
undertakers of the erand canal, and the reports of the committee 

to whom it was referred, might be read. Petition and reports 

read accordingly. 

Sir John then obferved, that nothing came before the Houfc 
more unfatisfadtory than any application refpe6Ung canals or na- 
vigation ; he well knew the ihameful abufes that had been hitherto 
made in the expenditure of the grants for fuch works ; no roan 
reprobated fucn abufes more than he did : but the grand canal, 
faid he, has been conduced in fuch a manner, and is an object df 
fuch great utility, as'intitles it to claim your attention. Much 
money has been already expended upon it ; it is every day be- 
coming an obje^ of fubflantial utility ^^ and will in a fhort time 
become a real advanta.e to the city of Dublin, and many parts of 
the kingdom j 50,000/. will complete this great work, but I per- 
ceive a prejudice againft it, a latent difguft that would wilh to 
(cout it out of the houfe ; it is not money the company wants, 
it is only the public credit and fupport of the nation that they 
require, and they have ample fecurity to give for the fum they 
want to raife. He then moved, that the petition of the company 
of undertakers of the grand canal fhould be referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole Houle, 

Mr. FitzgMou hoped the committee would be well attended — 
Great fums, he faid, had been lavifhed in this undertaking, not 
]e(s than 120,000/. of the public money, and 100,000/. of the 
company's own, for all which a very incomplete canal of 27 
miles had been efFeded. 

The company had firft employed a Mr. Trail, an engineer, 
with -whom they afterwards thoughtproper to quarrel : they then 
employed a Mr. Tarrent, a cannoneer, trained in an artillery 
corps, and this gentleman immediately, upon his appointment, 
to fhew his (kill and pleafe his employers, proved Mr. Trail's 
locks as he would have done his own cannon, by over-charging 
them. 1 fpeak this from my knowledge of what pafled in a court 
where Mr. Trail brought his aftioji. 

If the company get a pant of 50,000/. this feiBon, for there 
is no difference in this caie between a loan and a grant, they will 
want 50,000/. more next feifion, and if any grant is made them, 
you will have an application for 10,000/. for completing the na- 
vigation from Lough AJIen, and 10,000'. more for completing 
from Killaloe to Limerick i there will be no end to thofe applica- 
tions. 

Sir John Blaquiere replied, and pointed, out many conveniens 
ctea that would arife^ and fome that were already experienced 
from the grand canal. 

The committee as defircd — The petition referred. 
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' Me. Marcus Beresfird (kid, that he had mentioned, on a former 
night, his intention of fubmitting to the Houfe a <]ueftton-*- 
whether a right hon. friend of his (Mr. Clemtots) might be at 
•liberty again to ftand for the county for which his eledion had 
been by a committee declared void, but as that right honourable 
gentleman had fince be^ returned for another place, he would 
not proceed upon the enquiry, nor trouble the Houfe for an opi- 
nion, as under the prefent circumflances his right honouraole 
friend muft fit for the place that had returned him lau » forthelaw^ 
as laid down by the learned Serjeant Glanville is, that the country 
has fuch an intereft in every man, and fuch a right to command 
his (ervice, that he cannot decline the trufl of becoming a repre* 
tentative of the people, even though that trufl fliould be conferred 
upon him contrary to his own inclination* 

Mr. Molyneux remarked, that he understood fome refolutions 
had pafTed the Houfe on Saturday night laft, after he had left the 
Houfe, vdiich had done away the imputation of the money voted 
for feamen being applied to the raifingof fencibles ; but admitting 
this, could any roan defend the mealure of raiiing them at all, 
whereby the nation was put to an unnece^ary expence ? The 
volunteers, he faid, were amply fufficient for the defence of the 
country, yet government had entered into this fcheme, which 
cofl the nation 36,000/. and call an unmerited flight on the volun- 
teeri ; he would therefore, he faid, move a refolution to the 
following eflledt, which he hoped would meet with general con- 
currence : 

Refolved, That the advifers and promoters of the fcheme for 
railing fencible regiments, fo univerlally and juftly detefted, de- 
ferve the cenfure and difapprobation of diis Houfe. 

Sir Richard Mttfgranje propofed an amendment, by adding thefe 
words, ** and alfo the advifers and promoters of increasing the 
falary of the Lord Lieutenant.'* [This occafioned fome laugh- 
ing.] After which it was withdrawn. 

The queftion being put on Mr. Molyneux's motion, there ap- 
peared 

Ayes for it, — — % 

Noes, *— -— • — 112 

Tellers for the ayes, Mr. Molyneux and Sir Edward Newen- 
ham. 

Tellers for the noes. Sir Richard Mufgrave and Mr. Lodge 
Morres. 

The two ayes were the Honourable James and the Honourable 
Denis Browne. 

Mr. Burgb (of Oldtown) reported Captain Brooke^s loan bill. 
Mr. Foftfr took notice, that the public prints, often from mii^ 
take and without any ill defign, mifreprefented the debates of 
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that Hpufi^; but ton Satttrday laft OQie i)f thepa{>ers had imde a 
iiiffrcprer^Utioii ©f hiip \vhich qould ne>t be acddiintal; it had 
afferced th%t he I^ad i^'d a duty on iron of ^&s. per hundred, and 
had calkd' y pqn ?vary fermer to obferVej that his ploughlharc was 
taxed i be therefore thou^t it inCumbeiKt on him thus publicly 
to contradict the caluowyj a| ^ Gagle. penny liad^not i»eeniatd 
upon iron. . . 

Mr. Bolton y iccordjng to ordej, reported from the committee 
«f the wholfc Houfe, to whom it was referred to confider /urlher 
of ways and means for raifing the fupply granted to his Majefty, 
the refolutions which the committee had directed him to report 
to the Heuft, which he read in his place, and after delivered in 
at the table, where the fame were once read throughout, and 
then read a fecond time ; and the queftion being feverally put 
thereupon, were agreed unto by the Houfe, and are as fallow : . 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this coinmittee, that a duty 
of lOi. be laid oh every barrel of wheat, or malt made, of* wheatj 
and of 6'A on every ftone of wheat meal, and of 9^.' on^ every 
ftone of floTur of wheat or bifcuit which mall be imported into 
this kingdom, whenever the price of wheat in the city c£ Dubjin, 
» to be afcerrained as may be hereafter dire^ed V/ parliament^ i]iall 
be under 305. the harrel. • ' ^ . , . 

Refolded, That it is the opinion of thb committee, tW a duty 
of lOi. be laid on every barrel of r^e or meUin, and of d^. on 
every ftone of rj'e or meftih meal which (hall be imported into 
this kingdom, whenever the price of rye inxhe ejty of Dublin, 
to be afcertained as aforefaid, ' (ban be under zzs* the banel. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion cf this committee, that a duty 
of lO'. be laid on every barrel. of barley, here or big, and of 7 g^. 
on every ftohe of barley, here or l?ig meal, and of io;i.*4yn every 
(lone of malt made of barley, here -or bi^j, which fhaU'be -^jjiported 
fnto this kingdorti, whenever the price ' of barley ia tie city; of 
Dublin, to be afcertained as aforesaid, ihall be un^erjj.^' the 
barrel:.*' •' " ^ ^' . . '. ' .. •: 7 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committer, that a duty 
of 5^. be laid on every l)arrel of oats and on every h\mcfred weight 
of oat-meal, ' which (hall Ge Tmported into this kingdom, .when- 
ever the pticre of oats in the city of Dublin, to be afcertained as 
aforefaid, fliall be under 1 o/. 3^. the barrel. 

Refolded, That it i^ the ept/^ion'ofthif committee, that a duty 
of loj. be laid On every barrel of peas or beans, and of 6^. on 
every (hone of peaa or be^n meal, which (hdt be imbort^d into 
this kingdom, when the price of pe'as or beans refpedivelj^ in the 
city of Dublin, to be^ afcefj4ine4-^3; nfbrrfaid, jbaU be under 
1 8i. 3<:/.. the barrel. "... , - 

Refolved, That it is the dpinion of this commifteei i^at tly 
faidiW^al duties be paid In lieu and fuli fatista61ionof all duties. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEBATES. 301 

cuftom* and impofirions whatCYdif 6ayabk by any law or liwt 
heretofore made m thi» kingdom on the import of the faid articles 
refpeflively,, except fuch dutieaa* are payable on flour of wheat 
imported. , , 

Refolved,. That it is the opinion of this committee, that if the 
importer of any wheat> rye, barley* here, bi.?, oats, peas, beans^ 
malt, meal or Hour, (hall pay down in part of the aforefaid duties 
the fum oTzrl. for each barrel of grain, and a likefum of zd, for 
each hundred weight of malt, meaL or flour, the remaining part 
of the aforefaid duties may be bonded by every fuch importer 
upon his warehoufmg the fame in the manner prs^dtifed as to 
tobaccoes imported, and that for fo much of the faid articles fo 
wafehoufed as ihall be exported, or as diall be fold within this 
kingdom at a time when fuch articles refpedively are prohibited to 
be exported frojn the port where the fame^are warehoufed, an al* 
lowance (hall be made upon fuch b<>nds for the duties fecured for 
the fame, 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that when- 
ever the price of any of the foregoing forts of grain in the city of 
Dublin, to be afcertained as aforefaid, (hall. he at or above the 
foregoing prices refpe£lively, a duty of 2</. and no more be paid 
for every barrel of luch grain, and of 2d, and no more for every 
hundred weight of fuch malt, meal or flour, which (hall be im-* 
ported, any law to the contrary notwith(tanding. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that when- 
ever the price of wheat in the city of Dublin, to be afcertained as 
aforefaid, (hall be under 30;. and not lefs than 27/. the barrel, 
or of rye in like manner (hall be under zzs, and not Itfi thaa 
igs, 4</. the barrel, or of barley in like manner (hall be under 
1 3^. and not lefs than 125. the barrel, or of oats in like manner 
(hall be under' 10/. 3^. and not lefs than gs* the barrel, or of peas 
and beans in like manner (hall be under i8j. y/. and not lefs than 
i6i. 3'/. the barrel, all wheat, rye, barley, here, big, oats, peas 
and beans, malt, meal or flour thereof, being of Brtti(h growth 
and imported from Great £rttaiii, (hall be exempted from the 
payment of any higher duties upon being imported thence than 
z^. for evefy barrel of fuch grain, and zd. for every hundred 
weight of fuch malt, meal or Hour, the faid exemption to com- 
mence fo foon and to continue fo long as the (imilar articles of 
Iri(h growth (hall by fomeadt or a6ts of* parliament, to be made 
in Great Britain, be allowed to be imported from hence into 
Great Britain upon the like or lower duties, at all times when 
the prices of grain there, according to the raeafures made ufe of' 
in that kingdom, (hall refpe^ively correfpond with thofe afore- 
mentioned. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that when-^ 
ever the price of wheat, taken at an average of the three market 
days next immediately preceding, in the market in or nearefl to 
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any port in this kingdom^ fliall be at or above ^os, or of rye in 
like manner at or above 22s, or of barley in like manner at or 
above 13/. or of oats in like manner at or above lOf. 3^. or of 
peas and beans in like manner at or above i8>. 3^. the barrd, 
the export of all fuch graia^ and any meal> malt, floar or bifcuit, 
made there&om» from fuch port, fliould be prohibited refpec- 
tively, fo long as the prices fo taken (ball continue at or above 
fudi fums refpcdively. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that in 
lieu of the bounties at prefent payable on the export of com, 
grain, meal, malt and flour, the following bounties, and no other 
be paid on the export thereof, after the pafling of this ad; that 
is to fay, 3/. 4^, for each barrel of wheat ; ii. 4//. for each hun- 
dred weight of wheat meal, or malt made of wheat; u. 1 1^. for 
each hundred weij^t of flour of wheat, or wheaten bread or hiC- 
cuit, when the price of wheat, taken at the average of the three 
market days next immediately oreceding, in the market in or 
neardO: to the port frcHu whence die fame fliall be exported, fliall 
be under ayi. the Inrrel ; is. 7^/. for each barrel of barley, bere 
orbig» andof 2i. for each barrel of malt made thereof, and is* 
for each hundred weight of flour or meal made thereof, when the 
pricoof barley, taken as aforefaid^ fliall be under 12s, the bar- 
rel; 2s.2d, for each, barrel of rye, and \od. for each hundred 
weight of rye, meal or flour, when the price of rye, taken as 
aforeiaid, (hall be under 191. 4^.' the barrel ; is, ^d, for each 
barrel of oats or hundred weight of oat-meal, when the price 
thereof, taken as aforeiaid, fliall be under 9/. the barrel ; 2s, for 
each barrel of peas or beans, when the price thereof, taken as 
aforefaid, fliall be at or under 16/. 3^/. the barrel. 

Ordered. That leave be given to bring ina bill, purfuant to 
the faid reUilutions ; and that Mr. Bolton and the Right Honour- 
able John Fofter do prepare and bring in the fame. 

A bill for regulating the High Court of Admiralty in this b'ng- 
doro, according to order^ was read a fecond time and commit- 
ted. 

Refolved, That this Houfe will, to-morrow morning, refolve 
icfelf into a committee of the whole Houfe, to take the faid bill 
into confideration. 



Tuesday, December 9, 1783. 

The following bills were brought in- and prefented by Lord 
Del'vin: — To prevent bribery and corruption at eledions — ^To 
punifli mutiny and defertion — For allowing further time to qua- 
lify—For the relief of infol vent debtors. 
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On the debate on the latter it was declared, that no perfon 
fhould take advantage from it, except thofe in confinement on the 
I oth day of November. This bill to be read a fecond time to- 
morrow. 

Hon. Denis Browne reminded gentlemen, that he had given 
notice, ten days ago, of his intention of moving an addrefs to kis 
^ Majefty on the prefent fituation of this country \ he ])ad come to 
the Houfe yefterday with that intent, but finding it was but a 
thin Houfe, he would not then bring it on, but deterred it to this 
day. He began with obferving, that there are axioms that ha?e 
never yet been controverted \ that public oeconomy in every ftate 
is neceiTary to its well being ; that a load of accumulating debt 
is not a defirable thing, and that nothing but abfolute neceffity 
fliould force a country to exceed its revenues. A wife people 
will endeavour, by every means in their power, to get rid of 
the debt their neceility obliged them to contract; but what (hall 
we fay to the policy of a country that contra6ts debts upon (li^t 
occafions ; that continues that expence, and encreafes her ex- 
pences in the hour of her poverty ? He would endeavour to (hew, 
that fuch is the policy of this country, and that ihe is purfuing 
a defperate fy Item that muft end in her ruin. 

The fituation of this country at this time needs little deicrip- 
tion \ there is no man in this houfe but feels it ; there are thoife 
who live on the fpoils, that, like wafps, fuck the blood, regard- 
lefs of the wound, and fmile at our impending ruin'; need I tell 
you of the farmer ruined by calamitous times, of the lower order 
of people ilarving, and obliged to Ml their proviiion to fatlsfy 
the landlord, who himfelf can only get the means of exifling from 
his lands ? Need I tell you that the avenues to the capital are 
befet with ftarving manufadurers, and at the very do6n of this 
houfe, begging of your members to avert by a fmall dooatiofl the 
miferies ofwmine ? Their necelilties made them bold, they even ven- 
tured into the caflle-yard : their complaints were heard, though, 
but feldom heard before, and proper Heps were taken to relieve 
them ; the privy council was fummoned — the doors were barred— 
and the guards of the city were doubled ; the garrifon ordered to 
hold tliepfelves in readinefs-^to maifacre people already con- 
quered by hunger! Such is the fituation of your country. Yet 
this was the time when you were to keep up an ufelefsand expeo- 
five army, and miniller to the ufelefs pageantry of a court. He 
faid, the necefiity of oeconomy, and of every retrenchment, is 
obvious, even if the fituation jufi: defcribed was but imaginary. 
He took his principal argument from a learned and refpedable 
gentleman on the other fide of the Houfe. From the prefent limits 
of the Britifh empire, tiiis country will probably be invaded, 
whenever the pride or neceiTities of England ihall involve us 
with herfelf in the calamities of war % but he knew that gentle- 
mau too weU> to think he woiild therefore argue, you ought not 
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to retrench. He would agree with him, that, for chat reafon, 
you ought to aboHfh the band of peniioners ; that you fhould 
abolKh all ufelefs places and employments. — ^ut a Right 
Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Grattan) and he differed as to 
the military eftabliihinent i that gentleman thinks foldiers bet- 
ter than money, but, for his part» he thinks money better 
than foldiers, becaufe, when you have money, you can have 
ibldiers, and not a momei\C longer : will you have it when your 
treafury is exhauf^ed, when you have no more credit ? or, will 
not that be the confequence of a debt obvioufly more than you 
are equal to, by daily accumulating, and the want of ceconomy 
in time of peace, and contra^ing debts in time of war ? He own- 
, ed he had little hopes, without an addrefs paiHng, fuch as he 
meant to offer to their confideration, that any meafure tendmg to 
retrenchment and oeconomy would be adopted : .He would not 
attribute the fpeech from the throne to his Majefty, k is pretty 
well underftood to be the fpeech of the minifter^ and is equally 
well undcrftood to have.no great regard to oeconomy. An Hon. 
Baronet moved for a refolution, declaratory of the neceflity of 
csconomv ; an amendment was tacked to it, leaving an extenfivex 
latitude for extravagance ; a reduction of the army was propofed, 
and rejected ; an Hon. Gentleman propofed an increaie to the 
falaries of the Lord Lieutenant and his Secretary ; the coynefi 
of the treafury bench was truly commendable ; the moft fafhion- 
able lady could not have a£teda more delicate part; they refufed, 
they begged a little time to conlider, and at lad, with averted 
face, they accepted; not content with this, they gencroufly 
ftretched the public credit for the fervice of individuals. But he 
wiihed to do every man juftice j no perfon can accufe the Rt Hon. . 
Secretary- of inconfiftency ; he was repeatedly aiked for a fpecific 
plan of retrenchment, he fairly told you there was none ; as to 
his general profeffion 3, he himfelf nfever thought of your paying 
any attention to them ; but, however hurtful it may be to our 
own feelings, even to the fuppofed dupes to miniflerial hypo* 
crify, there is a degree of political iniquity which I hope we never 
£hall arrive at ; when a minifter, backed by his majority, will at- 
tempt to overturn the freedom of parliament — when he will at- 
tempt to interrupt the freedom of debate — whenever he (hall brand 
with the odious epithet of faftion every man. who (hall propofe 
to you any thing that militates againft his wi(h — when he ihall 
frighten a young man from his fubje£t, by putting a queftion, 
v^hether another (hall be heard before him — and finally, when he 
(ball, by founding the alarm when, there is no danger, endeavour 
to divide a country that obtained freedom of trade and coaftitu- 
tion by its unanimity — if that period (hould ever arrive, which 
teavcn forefend, I would fay. Take care, my countrymen I 
your liberties are attacked 1 they are in danger, not from your 
volunteers^ that have wocked your ialvation, but by emiflaricft 
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from anothci" country, a countrv from which you received yout 
liberties, and who wiflies to take back what (he unwillingly 
gave J a country pradifed in the arts of tyranny and fedu6lion^ 
and who knows there is no time fo proper for accomplifliing 
her pyrpofes as the hour of internal commotion-^I would tell 
them (weak and incapable as I am) I would ufe every con- 
ftitutional means in my power to obtaia you a redrefs of griev- 
ances ; I would tell then^ that government muft be a bad one^ 
that not. content with injuring you by their imbecility, they 
flrike at the root of your conflitution — The hour of. ripe miquity 
will come, fo (hall the hour of retributibn. He faid, he muft 
beg pardon of the Houfe for this digreffion, for taking up their 
time in ftating imaginary grievances which nevef can happen, 
at leaft whilft we afe blelTed with the prefent fatriotic admini- 
ftration — But to return to the fubjed — 

Among the other excellent arguments we have heard againft mi^ 
litary retrenchment, it was aiked why ought you/ to diminifii 
your expences at the time vou are certain, of an increafe of 
revenue from your free trade ? And he would anfwer gentleinen, 
becaufe it would be the height of folly to depend on the prof- 
pedl of your eftate, before you enter on it> • and that there never 
waa a time when public retrenchment was fo neceflary, that you: 
may be enabled to encourage and affifl: your infant manufactures — * 
Your ordinary expences exceed your ordinary revenue ; and he 
contended for it, it ought not to do fo, except in cafes of ab- 
folute neceflity : If that beallowed> how are you to make your 
revenue equal to your expences ? By laying fuch taxes on your 
infant trade as muft ftop it in its bud — He did not think the pro- 
duce of fuch ruinous taxation would anfwer the end propofed — 
By fuch a f^^ftem you would fell the reverlion and keep up your 
cxpence, ajf if you were certain of the eftite* Thus far oe had 
gpne to fhew the impolicy of fpending on a profpedl in any cafe 
whatever. The difadvantages of a commencing trade, he ob- 
ferved, are obvious, the greateft commercial countries of the 
world, long laboured and worked through the greateft difficul- 
ties, before they eftablilhed a permanent commerce — the jealou- 
fies of all other trading nations — the experienced endeavouring 
the ruin of the inexperienced — the man attempting the ruin of 
the child— the length of time, the impolfibility of bringing your 
maniifaftures to an equal degree of perfection with your neigh^- 
bours 5 and finally, wanting that experience in trade fo necef- 
fary to its luccefs : We have every one of thofe general difadvan- 
tages, befides others peculiar to ourfelves, to ftruggle with— 
we have a divifion of intereft-*-we have the government of that 
country, firom which we forced our trade, that unfortunately ha* 
generally fo great an influence on our parliament^ fo fatally 
great, that meafures moft obvioufly pernicious to thr welfare of 

X 
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this country, have been carried through this Houfe — He witneffed 
the prohibition of your woollens — he witneiTed the compact you 
are told of, by which you \^ere to give up a national advantage ' 
to England of your woollen trade, if (he would generouOy 
allow you to fupply her advantages in the linen trade-7and he 
afferted, (he could not be fupplied with linens on the fame terms 
from any other country in Europe — He faid he had certainly . 
no partiality for the manufactures of this country, and he in- 
fbinced her taking her fail cloth from Ruffia, which (he could 
have on equal terms from this country — and do you not believe 
that (he will undermine you in every place (he can by underhand 
negotiation ? Do you not think (he will have majorities in your 
parliament, that will prevent your ferving yourfelves ? This is 
not arguing from theory, it is arguing from experience and 
from pradlice. The conclufion he drew from this was, that o\ir 
prpfpc^-of fucce^ding as. a commercial country is ail event un- 
certain, at leaft very far diftant; that the advantages arifing 
ftom it cannot be copiidered as a fund to fupply prefent extra- 
vagance. He faid, for thefe reafons, he would propofe.this ad- 
drefs, as he wj^s convinced in his own mind, that the affairs of 
this country require an immediate and fuperior interpolition. ' 
He then moved his addrefs : 

Refolved, That ^n humble addrefs be prefented to his Ma- 
jefty, humbly to lay ourfelves at his Majeflj's feet, to a(rure 
his Majefty of our inviolable attachment to his Majeliy's perfon 
and government, and of the grateful fenfe we feel of his Ma- 
jelly's paternal goodnefs and attention to his fubjedls of Ire- 
land-^andto declare our readinefs and zeal ^o fupport, in the 
mo(^ honourable inanner, at all times, the necelfary expences 
of his Majefty's government, and the dignity of his crown; 

That w? think it, however, incumbent on his faithfbl Com- 
mons, humbly to ky before his Majelly, that for a ferks of 
years paft, the expeicJes of his Majefty^s government, have^on- 
(lantly far exceeded the net produce of the revenue, whfcreby 
the nation has incurred a great and accumulating debt ; and in 
order to difcharge the intere(t thereof, his Majefty's faithful 
Coipmons have been under a necelTity of diverting a confidera- 
bie part of thofe revenues, which fprmerly fervcd towards de- 
fraying the current fervices of his Majefty's government. 

That in the year 1773, his Majefty's faithful Commons did 
grant feveral new duties, and have fince, from time to time, 
increafed them. ■ ^ < 

Thax they were induced thereto, npron the faith of promifcs 
made to his Majefty's Commons, by his Mjyefty's minifter, that 
the expences of government -(hould be retrenched, fo that the 
new grants <^ the peoplej and the promifed retrenchment by 
the miniftei*, 'AouW concur -in a fyftem of equalization, and put 
an end to thf - ruinous^ pra^ice of running iii debt. 
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That his Majcfly's faithful Commona have fully performed 
their part of the engagement, but, tha^ their bounty has been 
fo far from being anfwered on tiie part^of his minifl:ers,*that in 
no period of lime Has the debt of the nation advanced with fo 
rapid a progrefs as fince that period — in fo much that your Ma- 
jefty's Commons now find themfelves burthened with a det>fr 
enormoufly greater than it was at that period — vaftly greater, 
than this nation was ever before loaded with, and ftill accumu- 
lating, befides being alfo loaded with thofe new taxes, which 
were granted for the fole purpofe of putting an end to fo rui- 
«ous a practice. 

That his Majefty's prcfenC^minifters, finding themfelves una* 
ble to fupport the charges of go\^ernment without increafing the 
debt of the nation, although aided by all the new taxes, and 
an increafe of produce in the revenues, and although a very 
great proportion of the army was not upon our eftablifhment^ 
did in this prefent felfion apply for 300,000/. to fupply the 
deficiency of the revenues, fo that your Majefty's faithful 
Commons cannot even now fee any end to the ruinous accu- 
mulation of our debt. 

That fuch a practice, if fufFered to continue, muft exhaufl: 
the refources, and check the trade of this country, and muft 
end in the impoveriihment and ruin of the nation, and ulti- 
mately difabie his Majefty's faithful Commons from thofe ex- 
ertions which may become necelfary hereafter, and which they 
ihall ever be moft willing and deiirous to make in fupport of 
his Majefty's government. 

That we have long confided in the repeated aiTurances of 
ceconomy given us from time to time, by his Majefty's mi- 
nifters ; but now at length finding it iii vain any longer to 
wait for redrefs from that quarter, we think it inconfiftent with 
our duty ^to his Majefty, and thofe whom we reprefent, any 
longer to refrain from applying for redrefs at the fo«t of the 
throne, and imploring his Majefty's protection againft his mi- 
nifters. 

Mr. Parfons feconded tlie motion. 

The Attorney General, — This is a queftion upon which the 
fenfe of the Houie has been already taken three times this feilion. 
It looks extraordinary to have it introduced at this time, after 
a committee had been appointed to take into confideration^ 
the only plan pra6^cable, which was a plan for the reduction 
of the civil eftabliftunent ; and after the Houfe had palfed a 
r^folution for all practicable retrenchments. I am as much an 
enemy as any n»n to the accumulation of debt, fellion after 
f^liion \ but the increale of our revenue aftbrds a profpeCt of 
our being foon able to put an end to it, by its reaching the 
amount of out expences. It confeq^uently follows, that an a4- 
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drcfs of this nature was never lefs neceflary than at this time. 
Were gentlemen to contraft the debt of Great Britain, with the 
debt of this nation, they might perhaps be led to think, that 
we have, really no caufe to be alarmed. 

The revenue of England amounts to twelve millions, and 
her debt two hundred millions j the revenue of Ireland is one 
million, and flie owes but three millions. — Two hundred mil- 
lions divided by twelve, and three millions by one, will 
give the relative proportion of the debts and revenue of both 
nations. 

When gentlemen fo earneftly (blicited an increafe of the Lord 
Lieutenant's falary, 1 cannot percSve what objeftion they can 
make to my complying with that folicitation, particularly as 
the meafure was their own, and carried by themielves. The 
diftrefles of the manufa^urers is a perpetual theme; but per- 
haps thofe diftrefles do noty^/f/y arifefrom the badnefs of trade — 
perhaps idlenefs and intemperance contribute to this diftrefs — 
and though I pity and regret that delufion, which can make 
tliem abandon their induftry, I cannot with-hold my indigna- 
tion at the incendiaries who occafion their calamity, from mo- 
tives of turbulent defign, and fet them madding for vilionary 
reforms. 

■ When England is adverted to, it cannot be forgotten that 
England has furrendered every claim of controul over Ireland, 
reftored her rights, and with fingular generofity complied with 
our moft ultimate wifhes. All that we aiked refpefting com- 
jnerce, was the rijjht of trading wich all the nations in amity 
with our fovereign ; but the right of trading with the Brttiih 
Colonies, thofe colonies to which England has exclufive right, 
by eftablifhing them at the expence of fo much of her blood and 
treafure, was an idea which could not enter into any man^s 
head, without the indulgence of England ; and yet, the libera- 
lity of England granted that indulgence, by giving us an equal 
piVticipation in her plantation trade. After fuch proofs of good 
will and felf-denial, after exhibiting a noblenefs of conduct, 
which placed her affedlion in* the molt unequivocal light, is this 
a time to talk of Bririfh illiberaiity, when (he admits us not only 
tx) a participation of every commercial advantage flie enjoys, 
but prote6ls our trade with fleets maintained at an enormous 
expence, to which we never contributed the fupport of a 
/hilling ? 

I cannot admit that the prefent addrefs is neceflary, and I think 
the Houfe will be of the fame opinion^ I (hall therefore, as 
the moft refpe6tful way of getting rid of it, move the order t>f 
the day, for going into a committee on the bill for eflablifh- 
ih^ an high court of admiralty in Ireland : A bill, which in 
itfclf, affords an inftance, among many others, of the wide dijp- 
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ference of the times when fuch an addreft would appear necef- 
fary, and the prelent time. 

Mr, Molyneux rofe to make a few obfervations on the many un- 
juftifiable attempts which had been made to caft an odium on the 
meafure he lately propofed to the Hqufe. As the integrity of the 
meafure, fays he, could not be impeached in any other fhape, 
it has been placed on the ground of originating from the Treafury' 
Bench 5 but I beg leave to obferve on my own behalf, that I 
, ftand here as independent a member as any in the Houfe, and I 
think myfelf called upon to fay fo, when vile infinuations are 
given, which muft meet my utter contempt. The word preme^ 
ditntedla^ been dropped. If the Honourable Gentleman who ut- 
tered that word, would thereby imply, that I made the motion 
at the inftance of, and with the knowledge of the gentlemen who 
generally occupy that bench, he is mifinformed, and has mifin- 
formed the Houfe. As I do not inhabit the feat of fcjence, I 
cannot, perhaps, boaft the advantages of the Honourable Mem- 
ber, nor can I boaft fucking in knowledge with e\^ry breath ; 
but there is no man I will yield to in purity of intention, ncr 
will I yield in purity of heart, to any man who hears me — 
therefore, I will not (lilFer any man to whifper away my cha- 
racter. 

My feelings have been hurt, and if I have trefpaffed on the 
patience of the Houfe, it muft be attributed to thofe feelings. — 
When infinuations have been thrown out injurious to my honour, 
it becomes neceflary I Ihould maintain that honour. 

The Right Honourable Secretary who fits upon that bench, 
has been alfo attacked with the fame impropriety of language — 
language, which in my opinion, is more injurious to the man by 
whom it is uttered, than to the objedt to whom it is applied— 
That Right Honourable Gentleman has conducted himfelf with 
becoming delicacy, and has not been backward in declaring that 
great favings may be made in the army extraordinaries. The fe- 
rious difpoiition he evinces to go into that bufinefs, will net, 
for mere oppofition fake, meet oppofition from me. , I (hall, on 
the contrary, hold myfelf thankful for every retrenchment ^he (hall 
make. 

To thofe gentlemen who talk of the fuccefslefs mock battles 
fought in their abfence, I fliall only obferve, that it reminds me 
of a foldier, who, abandoning his comrades at an approaching 
engagement, returns after their defeat, and cries out, ** O tie, boys ! 
How comes it you were fo fliamef jliy beaten ? Had I been there 

I would have determined the fate of the day." ** And why, 

were you not there ?*' replied his comrades. So may I truly afk, 
why did gentlemen abandon their duty, when their country's 
fate was in queftion ? The meafure was not ftole into the Houle, 
and why did they not attend to fupport it ? Sufficient notice was 
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given of it to fvery one within dOors, and every one without 
doors was apprized of it. With what propriety, therefore, c-ca 
thofe men throw out iniinuations againfl my conduct, when they 
were themf^ves guilty of a criminal ahfence ? 

Mr. Corry rofe, and in a torrent of elocution, that from its per- 
fpicuity, fwifcnefs, matter and manner, we find ourfelves unable 
to convey an adequate idea of, reprobated in the fevered terms 
the late practice of calling for the order of the day ; and then, af- 
ter anfwering the Attorney Generars objefliohs to the addrefs, 
obferved, that no Lord Lieutenant had ever come to this king- 
dom in more favourable circumftances than, the prefent, fent here 
under the auipices of the pake" of Portland, anobL-man that may 
truly be-faid to have given us a conilitutioh, and who during his 
ftay here, had planned eftedlual retrenchments :-t-To any vice- 
roy whom it has been the gracious will of his foverelgn tf* appoint^ 
this country has always given ,the moft implicit'contidence on his 
arrival i and to that minillry^ which gave hopQs that' they would 
a6l upon the principles of the noble Duke,' under 'whofe aufpices 
thej arrived here, and which was certainly to be fairly iii>plic;d 
from his appojniment under that noble Duke's adminiftration, the, 
greatest conhdenc^j was gi ven^ of k condu£lv truly according with 
the real whig principles which that party p'rofefs : the coiintry re- 
pofed therafehes in fure arnJ certain hope^ ihat ojconomy- in tlie 
adminiftration of the government, regard to the conflitution, ^t- 
tention to the people, would be the leading features of the pic- 
ture to be drawn of their future conducl ; that if the wifbes of the 
people flbould generally lead to any particular point, they were 
lure, if not of the nioft imi^iediate corapiiance, atleaft of the moll 
flattering attention ; that if the coniiici^tion, ortke pcoceedings 
in parliament could be rendered more to accord with the Ipirit of 
the true whig friends of the country, that both would be promot- 
ed to the utmotl of their power; — that if redudion of expence 
could be effected, no efforts would be wanting to give immediate 
birth to plans of retrenchment, and efficacy to meafures of oeco- 
nomy — that an extenfive and wife fyllem of commerce would be 
p^opofed and adapted, and that arrangements would be made up- 
on the lading foundation of juftice and equity, between the two 
countries, in order that the immutable, principles of right and 
truth, being once cleanly laid down, and mutually agreed in, all 
f^tur9 poiiibie diifenfion might be for ever precluded between 
them ; — and to. crown the v/hole, as peace was happily reftored^, 
whatever were the terms of it, that the feafon f^jrniined the molt 
ampie means and opportunity of putting into effed without mo- 
le riation, alt the wile and happy meafures, which waated only 
fuch a feafon for their full maturity, and for the nation to reap 
that harveft of fubftantial advantage, whlck their own virtues jbad 
in gHai:i9iis and immortal efforts fowa the feeds of. — But aJa^, 
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Sir, thcfe flattering profpeQs have proved all delufion, and there 
is the moft decided reafon, in reviewing the conduct that has been 
held, for withdrawing our confidence from the prefent adminiflra- 
tion, and agreeing in an addrefs which contains in itfelf, an unde- 
* niable traih of fafts, and concludes with dating, that we cannot 
confide in the proniifes of his Maj^fty's minifters, and therefore 
implore his Majefty's affiftance againft them, upon the fubjedt of 
ceconomy j the truth of this. Sir, mirft appear whether you tuin 
your eyes to your military eftabliibment, to yttur commercial fyf- 
tem, or to your internal oeconomy. 

As to your military eftablifhment the bleflings of peace are re- 
ftored, but yotf array is continued as burthealbme as daring the 
.war: But you are promifed afaving in army extraordinaries > the 
reduction of your army eftablifhment would have been an effectu- 
al retrenchment of expence, the extraordinaries of your army. 
muft be reduced by the nature of the fervice in time of peace — 
' Thus retrenchment is refufed you, in the only article where re- 
trenchment could be effeftual, that is in the reduftion of your 
army ; and a paltry oeconomy promifed you in the only article 
where profafion is impracticable, that is in the extrabrdinaries of 
ybtir army. Though your war eftablifhment is kept up, there 
IS not even the extenuation of any ftatement, to fhew' that the 
troops or the garrifons of Great Britain require it, or that the em- 
pire is thereby put in any refpedt in a better fituation : Where are 
the documents to (hew the necefTity for armies, when Great Bri- 
tain is fitting down in peace, or the demand fi)r garrifons when fhe 
has loft thirteen provinces, and evacuated the continent of Ame- 
rica ? — Had &e required them, Ireland would have fuftained the^ 
burthen with pleafure, ftanding upon the ground of the neceflities 
of Great Britain, and animated and fupportedby the confciousdig* 
nity, and pride of difinterefted generofity ; that generofity which 
is one of the chara6teriftic virtues of your nation : and therefore 
as thismeafure muft ftrike the people of Ireland, it muft appear a 
meafure of profufion and prodigality, not warranted by any ne- 
ceffity, and to Great Britain it mull appear a dupery upon thia 
country ; fince you have neither the merit of granting a favour^ 
nor the advantage of claiming an acknowledgment. But the 
objeCt is different from any of thefc, an army of patronage, not 
of protection, is to be your eftablifhment ; an army of the minif- 
ter, not an army of the country— an army of officers, not an 
army of men — an army that a general would laugh at, if he knew 
his profeffion, and an enemy defpife^— an army burthenfome in 
maintenance, and infuffictent in fervice — one merit, however, 
tnuft be given to the advifers of this meafure, that it is of all ar- * 
mies the beft calculated for the fituation of this kingdom, where in- 
fluence alone is wanting to the minjfter, not protection to the coun- 
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try. — Docs this give you confidence in the occonomy of his Ma- 
jefty's minifters ? 

Does the ftate of your commercial fyftem infpire confidence in 
them ? To a queftion of national occonomy as this is, comnrtercial 
confideration can never be deemed foreign ; for occonomy always 
includes a confideration of means, and their fufficiency or infufn- 
ciency to their purpofcs, and commerce is in this as in every other 
country, the fource of thofe means which are to be confidered. — 
At the opening of the feflion, the fubje|6l of commerce was pre- 
fentcd to the attention of the minifter ; and when a member mov- 
ed an enquiry into one branch, which evidently ftood in need of 
regulation, though it was then denied that it did fo, he was told, 
that he ought not to fritter away the greatnefs of the fubjeCt by 
frivolous, enquiries, that a great fyftem was to be formed,, anil 
brought forward by miniftry. I happened to be that member 
who incurred the rebuke, and I congratulated the Houfe tbeji 
upon the evidence it gave of a great commercial fyftem being lo 
, far formed' and faftiioned, as to be liable to be deranged by any in- 
terftrence of another hand ; and is it poiTible that every man in 
this Houfe, and that every man in the nation, Ihould be left to 
this time in ignorance, not of what are to be the commercial V<- 
gulaticns^ for thofe might require time and are trivial in compari- 
fon, but of the commercial principles o{ this country ; principles 
that ought to be clearly ftated, fully digefted, generally approv-r 
ed, and univerfally avowed — to leave this undone, (hews an in- 
capacity or a criminality, that I am lorry to be obliged to im- 
pute ^ incapacity to a minifiry unable to form fuch a fyftem is 
lurely to lie imputed, and criminality to a miniftry neglecting to 
form and bring it forward, is furely to be charged. 

And here let me call your attention to a fubjed that de- 
;nands your utmoft vigilance — if ever you rejoiced in the name 
of a free trade, or if ever you gloried in a free conftitution to pro- 
tect that trade ; you rejoiced in things certainly necelfary to your 
happinefs, but certainly of , abftra^ nature only. You are now 
Jo apply thofe acqujfitions pradtically the only way in which 
they are valuable, and to lay your hand upon the (ubftancc in 
' which they exift j for without thatfubftance they are meer empty 
words, plaufible topics of declamation, fruitful fourccs of popu- 
lar applaufe, — You are now to fubftantiate the bleflings of a free 
trade, by the power and energy of a free conftitution — you are 
now to fettle the principles of your commerce, as an independent 
country, and that in two different fituations : firft as a federative 
country with the fifter kingdom, and fecondly, as a fovereign 
country with the reft of the world — two very diftinft arrange- 
ments : What thofe arrangements are to be, I am far from prefum- 
ing to fay, but I will fay, that it behoves us to confioer them 
yf%\\, and that fpeedily. And, Sir, let me call your attention 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



D E 3 A- T E S. 313 

particularly to one great conficleration, which extends to both 

. thofe points^ I mean the navigation a^ i on the con(lru6tion of 

. which depend the future welfare and grandeur of this country.-— 

. Recollect and forever remember the declaration mad« within thefe 

• few days by a Right Hon. Member (Mr.Fofter) who, witharaanly 

, and decided clparnefs, that does him honour, declared his ezpli^ 

jCit refolution to ^contend for an equal, fair and identical conftruc- 

tion of that a£l with what (hall prevail in England. — Recollect 

his firm'nefs in perfevering in that declaration; notwithftanding 

that. another Right Hon. Gentleman next him (Mr. Secretary 

Pelham) got up to deliver a fentiment, certainly not to that 

.amouiit, if not in oppofition to it. Does that bode well to this 

country ? Do^s that difcover a regard to the rights of Ireland ^ 

. Is. that confident with ideas of mutual advantage, common rtghCs 

. and intereils, and equal trade ? Does that give you confidence 

in the oecononjy of his Majefty's minifters ? 

See now. Sit, whether your internal oeconomy affords better 
grounds fox confiding in the prefent miniftry.. Where are the 
, redudtions made in your civil lift to balance the profufton a£ your 
military prodigality ? Where are the offices fuppreifed, or the 
penfions difcontinued, notwithftanding the hopes given upon that 
fcore to parliament, and the profeflions made? profeflions which, 
had they been put in practice, muft have ftill been branded with 
tjie abfurdjiy of neglecting military oeconomy in time of peace, 
and retrenching revenue offices at the moment we were to expert 
an extenfion of trade : — Inflead of even thefe meafures we have 
feen increafe of falaries voted at a time when the country was 
fcarcely able to pay the old, and without any documents what* 
foever to fhew either increafe of expence in the offices to which 
they were granted, or any new circumftance that proved :them 
j^ftifi^We, . , 

How ought the advifers of his Excellency to blufh at the recol- 
ledtion of having added meannefs to the extravagance of his ad- 
miniflration, when they reiieft that the fiirft new extravagance of 
Jiis Excellency's government had for its objed his Excellency's 
own emolument ! The increafe of falaries to the Lord JLieu tenant 
$ind his Secretary are warranted by no eftimate of their expence, 
or of the ab^ity of the country ; and where is the merit of their 
. adminiflration that calls for fuch a voluntary teftimony of national 
regard? Have they reduced your eftabliihments ? — Have they 
acknowledged your commercial rights ? — Have they formed a 
fyftem for your trade ?— Have they given you a parliamentary 
reform ? — Have they given due conltrudion to the navigation 
a6t ?■— Have they fettled the treaty with Portugal ? — Have they 
fettled your trade with America ? But whatever the meafure was 
initfelti the manner of it is fo degrading, and is of fuch dupli- 
0ty, as to banifb all confidence in thofe who firft formally refufb 
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and pledge tis Excellency's d>tmnintiB for the refufal^ (tstdng 
that; they are but juftcome out of his Excellency *4 clofet, and 
then witit fliaaifekfs incondikcncy themfelves carry by numbers, 
'on a diviiion, the meafures they in their fpeeches oppofed. It 
patB mein mind. Sir, of a play in which I'a^ed when at fchool ; 
it was Richard the Third, and I reniember I played Buckingham, 
-who was the Confidemial minii^cr of Richard, the prote&or or 
viceroy of the kingdom. Richard, Sir, had a great mind to have 
the ei'own forced upon him by the people, but was determined 
to appear to refufe it ; and he fends for Buckingham into his 
:cIofet:: Backingham, Sir, was not the bittern* y-gerieral, but yet 
tn able roinifter for the purpofe :-*-** My dear cbufin and conn- 
iel]or,-fay8 the viceroy, the people are now met, and there will 
be fomething faid aborft the crown ^ haften down to 'the meeting, 
•and tell them that yoii are juft Comeolit of my clofet, attd that 
you come to afTure them, that it is my command that tbey (hall 
not thmk of offering the crown to me upon aUy terras ; afid that 
if they do, 1 certainly (hall not accept of it : And then, my dear 
Buckingham, no matter for what you have faid, tell tfeeiii that, 
notwithftanding all you have fpok^, yet that thqy ought to force 
it upon me 9 and be the fifft to tofs up your cap, 6r, if there be 
a diviiion, be the firft to d-ofs the floor : and be fare to carry tlie 

foint, and you (ball have the earldom of Hereford-fdr your pains.** 
Here the Hotife in a loud laugh,} I remember. Sir, corittnued 
Mr. Carfy, I did not much like the bufinefs, bfting a very youilg 
man, and I thought in my own mind, rather that- rfie author was 
to be held cheap for impofing upon me a fcene wliich «ven hurt 
me to play it, but which could never po(fibly be a6ted in real 
life. 1 muft confefs. Sir, I was but a poor judge then of Shafce- 
Ipear'i merit, and little acquainted at that time with politics.-**- 
Howeyer, Sir, if I recollect the play, I came back to the viceroy 
after the bulinefs was over, and told him what a devil of a figure 
1 had made of myfelf— how cfae people all (iarcd to hear me fpeak 
one way and vote the other — that when 1 came as minider juft 
out of the clofet with your commands, and the next fentence 
iaid diat I would do dirediy die reverie of them, and bid them do 
the fame, they thought nothing. elfe, to be fure, but- that your. 
Excellency muft have been at the bottom of it all, itnd that sis 
ro what they thought of me, I muft have appeared extremely ri- 
diculous and very contemptible indeed > but be that as it might, 
that flieir fpeaker was to come up at th^ head of thttU v/ith pi 
addrefs begging that your Excellency may accept of their offer* 
[Here the Houie was in a roar df laughter,] I remember. Sir, 
we then fettled the etiquette of the viceroy's receiving them — how 
long he was to refufe and play the virgin, and ih^, a» other 
virgins do^ to yield to their ftrong enforcement.-^ And thten. Sit, 
I recoiled I put him in mind of the eafldom and nioveabies of 
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Hereford that were promifed me : But, whether from a change of 
the viceroy's mind> or from a change of miniftry, I never got my 
preferment. 

Yet, Sir, v^rhatever we may have, fecn rcfembling the former 
part, I fincerely hope we may riot fee the latter in the difap- 
pointm«nt of a right honourable and worthy friend of mine, but 
that he may fpeedily adorn that beiich to which this -Houfe is 
deftined to refign him : for if my right honourable friend, on that 
occafion, feemed weakly to have yielded to- the interefted wfftci 
of others, let it not be imputed as criminal ; complacency of dif- 
poiidon and goodneis of heart fhield'him, even as a f)olitician ; 
and that icind of weakneCs, like the weakhefs of the other fex, pro^'ea 
agatnft every attack the Ihongeft pTotedion. 

But, Sir, there is another reafon 'for not repofing confidence 
in his Majefty's prefent minifters in this country, ahd'aftrong 
one it is, for the Houfe miift remember it : In the opening of 
the budget it was ftated by the minifter'exprefty that no new tax 
would be propeted j and now. Sir, fee whether that is the cafe. 
Was not a tajc on your heme brewery propofed, which was/ 
obliged to be withdrawn ? I ihean, exclufive of that on malt li- 
quors imported.-*-Is there riot a ta)^ of 6d, on rum, and 8<af. on 
foreign fpirits, the gallon ? — Is not the old allowance of 6 and 
10 per cent, taken away from the merchant importer, in order 
to retain the old diftindion ? — ^Is not a new 6 per cent* impofed 
on retailing importers ? — Are there not other new taxes hnpofed 
under different pretences, and fome other yet to follow ?--*Does 
this condud infpire confidence } In fliort. Sir, the flate of the 
country forbids confidence — ^P.^ce is reftored to the Empire, yet '■. 
your army is continued as burthenfome as during the war ; nay, 
it becomes even more fo by the refloration of your troops which 
you nobly lent to Great Britain, when you undertook to defend 
yoyr ©wn coafts by your own volunteers-— the ieilidn ia advanc- 
ed to the near finiihing of the miniiler's buiinefs, but no plan of 
ceconbmy propofed — no new encreafe of ex pence appearing to 
the Houfe, ^et new encreafe of emolument voted to his Excel- 
lency and his Secretary^ and the diviiion headed by the miniftry 
in favour of it. Oeconomy recommended from the throne in a 
cafe where it could not apply,, the Genevans being already come 
over, and where, if it conld apply* it would he difgrace — pro- 
fufion abetted by the fervants of^the crown in a manner that adds 
meannefs to aiminality— the commercial interefts of the nation 
fuffered to languifh unnoticed, and the fyftcm of your trade not 
{o much as mentioned in the houfe by miniffary — the anxious . 
wifhes of the people of Ireland for a parliamentary reform not 
only difappointed, but their favourite object fconted out of the 
Houfe withi a contempt that denied it even the form of a hearing. 
This is a fabjc^t. Sir, upon which I ihould dwell, but that I 
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feel myfelf reftratned by that moderation and regard to public 
peace, the want of which I fo ftrc«igly blame upon this fubje£i in 
miniftry : But 1 (hall not dwell on it, for popularity is a thing 
whichf though I revere it; yet I never court } and public peace 
is a thing I always highly regard : Still, Sir, I muft exprefs my 
difapprobation of the arbitrary condemning of a meafure not con- 
fidered, and the calumniating of a body of men, the volunteers, 
fird mifrepreleated as to their cjondu^, and afterwards cenfured 
for (he monflrous and falie defcription given of them. Idolatry 
of 0I4 formed with its .own hand the objeA to which it proftrated 
itf elf -afterwards in worlhip, it was left for the political blaf- 
pheiity: of the prefent day to vilify with its own tongue, the ohjc€t 
of public veneration, and then to infult it with a contempt found- 
ed only .in its own defamation<-rUpon every coniideration. Sir, 
I (hall vote for the addrefs pfopofed. 

Mr. Natun faid, though he reje.<6te4 the idea of troubling his 
Majcfty on every occafion, bethought tlie prefent addrefs oeceflary. 
The affertion made by a Right l^on. Gentleman, that the dif* 
treifes of the poor arole from idlenefs, • drunkennels, and madnefs 
for a reform, was unjuft and illiberal. The uniform conduct of 
that Right Hon. Gentleman, reminded him of a line in a remark- 
able poet ; 

** He fcprns the bafe degrees by which he rofei" 

The Attjorney General — I never, in my life, was more aftoniflied 
than at the wanton and unprovoked attack now made upon me. 
If the arm of any other man had been lifted to aim fuch a ftroke, 
I ihould haie looked to the perfon -from whom it came to have 
been the firft to rife in my defence. I cannot account for this 
attack on any other ground, but that the gentleman, being unable 
19 produce any argument on the prefent debate, turned afide to 
fpeak of the volunteers. I did not introduce the volant :;ers — no 
words or meaning of mine had any application to that fubjefit. 
He faid, the Right Hon. Gentleman remarked, that ** they were 
running after vifionary projects of reform." [Here the Attorney 
General expIaiHed what he faid about the manufafturers.] But 
even if I had applied fuch words to the volunteers, I am not afraid 
to repeat them — I am not afraid to repeat, that the volunteers 
aflembling and projefting an alteration of the conftitution, medi- 
tating tofuperfede the authority, under the pretence of reform- 
ing parliament, places their fituation in a different light from 
^hat in which they flood, when they loyally and dutifully pledged 
themfelvea to mamtain the rights and privileges of parliament. 
And this I am free to avow, at the very time, that I fhall now 
and ever declare, that they have my heartv thanks, and my warm 
gratitude, for fuch a noble deiheanor 01 conduft. They have 
btjen greatly inftrumental in procuring all thefe advantages for 
thpir country which it now enjoys. But aften obtaining thofc 
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advantages, is this a time for them to meet in armii, and impeach 
that parliament, which, during its fitting, has neglected no oc- 
cafion of advancing the intereft of the nation ? The barons who 
obtained the great charter of our liberties, though they met in 
arms at Runnymede, met in parliament, not to fubveft, but td 
fupport the conftitution, and to wreft a ufurpec^ prerogative out 
of the hands of a tyrant. But what ufurpation of prerogative it 
there now to complain of ? The power of the crown is limited 
to its proper bounds ; and when the intereft and the prefer-* 
vation of the fubjeft, compelled the crown to extend its pre- 
rogative beyond thofe boundfi, has it not come, as a fupplianC 
to your bar for indemnification ? A billis now under the very 
roof of this houfe^ to indemnify thofe who adviied and a^ed 
under a late fufpenfion of the^law, which prevented the people 
ff om periihing in famine. Illiberal language may be thrown out 
againft me, but a confcious re^itude (ball make me defpife fuch 
language. It was faid, I fcorned the bafe degrees by which I 
afcended — I fcorn the aflertion as much as I do thofe who uttered 
it. What a6tion or (ifuation of my life has given me occafion 
to hide or to fcorn the degrees by which I may be faid to have 
•i^fcended to the ftation in which I now ftand ? I thank Heaven, 
1 could now retire from that ftation, and bid defiance to the voice 
of calumny in the contemplation of a life, unftained with crimes, 
and untainted by vices. No change from one fide of the houie 
to the other, can ever change me. Can any man fay, that I 
ever delivered a fentiment on that fide, thatj do not maintain on 
this ? I made no overtures to government — government came 
over to me. I went into office with the conftitution, and when 
minifters ceafe to fupport that, I will then go out. 

When I mentioned the idienefs of the manufa^ufers, I meant 
not to arraign the poor deluded pepple, but thofe fadious incen- 
diaries, who excite them to ailemble into mobs, and come in a 
tumultuous manner to your doors. As to retrenchments, I be- 
lieve my Hon. Friend (Mr. Corry) and I comprehend one objed. 
He may be aflured of my hearty coincidence with any meafure 
he Ihall adopt €b ferve the country. 1 ihall be as ready to fupport 
as he can be to propofe it ; and though I may be the obje^ of 
his ingenious allufion in the ftory of Buckingham, yet I can 
laugh, as well as any man, at his pleai'ajit and agreeable manner- 
of application. 

The part 1 took in the increafing of the Lord Lieutenant*s 
ialary, mould preclude me from being upbraided on that head»- 
You will do me the juftice to recoiled, that I delivered hts Ex- 
cellency's meflage, declining the liberality of the Houfe, or at 
leaft to wait the refult of his Majefty's pleafure on fo important a^ 
matter s bur «^ being over- ruled, I voted according to the dic- 
tates of my own judgment and opinion. • 
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}Ar. Mafim^-r\ muft make one obfervadon, which is, that by 
the Hon, Geiitlenian^B awn, afTertion, the addrefs he has moved 
cannot aoTwer the end h^ propofes. He fays, that no retrench- 
ment can be made, but in the military eftabliihment ; but the 
military eftablifhment for the enfuing year, has already pailed 
both jn thia Houfe and in the Lords, and is now ready for'the royal 
aifent. I admit his Majefty can put a negative on it, but it is 
an undoubted prerogative of the crown rarely experienced, and 
odious to the people. Suppofing the crQwn willing to put a ne- 
gative, would it not be reducing the Houfe to thp abfurdity of 
addreiling his Majefty to with-hold his aflent from a bill we had 
- ourfelves approvedL and fent up to the throne •? 

Mr. Af<?/K«riir>r—Tlie grant of 40Q0/. a year additional falary 
to the Lord Lieutenant is fo often dragged by the head and ihoui- 
ders into the debates of this Houfe^ that it becomes neceffary for 
me to fay fomething in its defence. 

That meafure daily meets a|;reatcr (hare of my approbation, 
in proportion as I the more confider it— infomuch that, were it 
yet undone, regardlefs of any thing that has been urged againft 
It, I (hould be proud to father it. I would yet propofe that refo- 
lution, which leems to give gentlemen fo much uneafinefs. — I 
ftand here totally uncoone^d with adminiftration — I did not on 
that occaiion confult them — nor did they urge me forwards. I 
thought an addition of 4000/. a year to the Chirf Governor*9 
faUryA^as aecei&ry, in order to enaUe him to fupport the dignity 
of hia fituation, in the manner the honour of a great nation re* 
quired j, and confcious that I was actuated by no (Inifter views^ 
1 made a motion for the purpofe. The motion was feconded by a 
very independent and refpedtable member. But it my charade^ 
is attacMd^ 1 (baU be found ready to defend it, both in the Houfe 
and eife where. 1 took not the Houfe by furprife — I gave fuffici- 
ent notice — why did not they attend ? Are they to come here 
only for their amufement ? If th^ meafure was wrong, they (hould 
have oppoijbd it. 

Mr. Gratiart — The Hon. Gentleman who moved this addrefs, 
ii very right when he fays, it is like the one I formerly had the 
honour to propoie in this Houfe, and only commendable or wor- 
thy of imitation ; in its folicitation for a neceifary and laudable 
retrenchment, I am inclined to the opinion of that Hon. Gentle- 
man, that a jetrenchment cannot be attained by a fooliih reliance 
on mifiifters, but by the proper interfereni;e of this Houie, in 
ipjditutiflg a minute detail^ and a ftridt invefligation of the articles 
of expenditure. 

h mjuft be acknowledged, however, that the affairs of this* 
tingdom. now wear a very di0erent afped from what ^ey did 
when I. had the JiQAQur of moving that addrefs. T)ie Hon. Gen- 
tleman fays/ ** that the hppe of retrenchment from the fervancs 
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of the crown, w^s then v^jp." I a^n fenfiUc of the truth of 
the obfervation. The avenues to, iijifprmation weiQ barred and 
obftrufted ; there was a ' tojtjjl indifpofition in miniften to ftop 
the tide of prodigality. EconQxay . was rejefted, and oppofw 
tion was given to the formipg* of any conwniftee for pointing 
out fuch objects as required to. be curt^ledi An add^'ets at that 
tim6 was a fort of a forlorn hope 5 ^n appeaf from parliament 
to the throne. But how much mpre dignified isour prefent 
iituation,, without relying on our increafiug revenue^ and our 
greater hopes of revenue ! 3efpre the moving of thu addrefs 
we went intio a committee, wluch was not jmoved for with a 
defign to procraftinate, but to gain'neceiTary information. Papers 
have been called for, which almoft any adminiftration would 
r^fufe^ and when fuch papers ^re duly confidered, fome expe- 
dient may be devifed, which may anfwer the intended purpoie 
better than this addrefs. 

The military eftablilhment, a9 already obfefved, is iixed for 
the enfuini year, and no doubt fome confiderable favings will 
be made m the military extraordinaries. The minifter who 
ftrikes off 66,000/. at one time, deferves, in my opinion, feme 
credit, as in that he does more than any gne of his predeccl^. 
fors } and fb far (lands acquitted of the qnarge of prodigility, 

I do not wifh that gentlemen Ihould run away with si|i opinion, 
that a committee is the grave of public biifinefs ; for the whole 
bufmef^ of the nation is done in committees. The coxnmiifioQets 
have been mentioned, butt have reafon to believCii that I (hall 
have their fupport in the work of retrenchmenf.. 

There has been a charge brought againft adminiftratiop,, for 
having ppomifed that no new tax (hould be laid, .and after- 
wards breaking that promife ;, but nothing has been done, but 
mere regulations of trade, calculated to favour our own manu^ 
fadures ; and thefe, as far as they operate, may be confidered 
as protecting duties — the 4uties fo ardently defired by th« 
people. 

Muqh has been faid about the Lord lieutenant's additional 
falary. I c^n only fey, it hat my warm difapprobation. The 
Riglit Hon. Gentleman (Attorney General) communicated to mc- 
the conveirfation he had the. hoaom of holding with his Excel- 
lency on the ocqafipniL but ^s I did not imagine that fuch. a« 
matter would be fqrced upon hia Excellency againft bis will, 
I thou^t it unneceiTary to. come to the Houfe, and therefore 
went to the coumry, BuK. though I am certain of the honour- 
ablo intentions of the ge^tleiaiian who made the motion, yet I 
deem it a. very filly ^Q. of prodigality. ' 

Mr. Secretary Pelbam allured the Houfe of his ikicere in- 
tention, to giv« ^^^^'J a*dtn hts power to aifift the comniittee 
ta J&>rward a^ plap or *etF€nchment. ' ■ 
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Mr. Crook/ban^ appkuded the motives that he was^ confident 
induced the Hon. Gentleman to move for the addrefs ; that' he 
was himfeif as warm an advocate as any man for retrenching 
the expences of government, as far as it was practicable, con- 
fiilent with the dignity and the intereft of the nation^ and 
there was a tirae^ he (aid, when fuch a motion as the prefent 
might have been made with great propriety — a time when go- 
vernment was running into every extravagance — when the reve- 
nue of the country was finking under the expence, and under 
the impulfe of a fettered conftitution and a fhacUed commerce. 
But thofe times are no more, our conflitution and our com- 
merce are now free — our revenue has increafed, is increafing^ 
and likely to increafe more — Did the Hon. Gentleman know 
that the duties and aids applicable to the loans and intereft had 
increafed in the laft two years above 74,000/. and that the 
penfion lift, which had been fwelLsd above ioe,ooo^ was then 
reduced to little more than 80,000/. — He called upon the Hon. 
Gentleman to point out in what inftance the prefent ad mini- 
ftration had fhewn an extravagance ; that if there was none, as 
he was confident was the cafe, it would be ungenerous in the 
Houfe to agree to a meafure that would impr_els the idea, for 
neither the King nor the people would ever believe the com- 
mons would interfere without fome caufe. Gevernment, like 
individuals, had their feelings $ and who was the man, coc- 
feious of his own integrity and rectitude of condudl, that would 
not be hurt by a meafure reflecting On that which he was moft 
chafte in ? — He would therefore vote againft the addrefs. • 

Sir Edward Nrwenbam. — The Right Hon. Member who fpoke 
laft but two has {o candidly committed himfeif to bring forward 
a jjdan of retrenchment in the civil lift; and as I have, a full 
reliance upon his integrity and affertion in this refpedt, I 
think the -motion premature — we fhould firft lay a plan of re- 
trenchmeiit, mark each fpecific article of extravagance, and theq * 
addrefs his Majefty to remove the grievance complained of; let us 
have indiljput&bie evidence to lay before the throne— ^but 1 can- 
not agree to this old hackneyed mode of getting rid of cohfti^ 
tutional queftions. Some Right Hon. Members, when they pre- 
tended to be warm in the caufe of Ireland, reprobated that 
difgraceful mode of evading faCts y but thofe men have pafled 
the Rubicon — all Ireland will now join with me in faying, 
Tigris agit rabida^ cum Tigrid'a pacem* 

I hope the Right Hon. Member (the Attornej General) will 
withdraw his. previous queftion, and let the addrefs be debated 
with candour, and not for ever fink m% by his majorities. 

Sir Henry Cavendi^ fpoke for the addfefs. 

Mr. Hartley begged leave to take notice of fbme wtords that 
fell from a Right Hoo. Gentleman (the Aitcc^neyG^oei}a!).-rlie 
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had faid, that the diftrefles of the poor were more owing to their 
idlenefs and drunkeancfs, than to any other caufe. If that Right 
Hon. Gentleman had paid as clofe attention to a committee as 
he had done^ he would find that the caufe was the great im- 
portation of «ianufa6lures into this country. 

On the quctHon being put, for going into die order of the 
day, it was cairied in the affirmative, without a divifion« 

Before the Speaker left the chair. Sir Henry Ceeuendijb faid, 
there was an illegal practice exilled in the mode of king's let- 
ters, (igned by the fords of che tr&afury : he had it in idea to 
have a bill framed, to ditqualify every perfon but the Lord Lieu- 
tenant from paying money on king's letters* 

The Attorney General faid, that notwithftanding the king's fign 
manual, and that counterfigned by the Lords of the treafury^ 
a Shilling cduld not be had withcait a warrant from the Lord 
Lieutenant! and therefore the Hon. Baronet might reft fatisfied 
on that head. 

The Houfe went into a committee on the bill for eftablifliing 
A high court of admiralty in this kingdom, Mr. Solicitor Ge* 
neral in the chair. Went through the bUi Reported* 



Wednesday, December iq, '7^3» 

The Houfe in committee, went through the bill to prevent 
bribery and corruption in ele6king members ^ ferve in par- 
liament; — Reported^ and ordered to be engrofled. 

The bill for ]:clief of infolvent debtor), was read a fecomi time, 
^^ ordeied to be committed. 

Several petitions from infoivents were prefented> praying re- 
li^ff— Ordered to lie on the table^ 

The Hotrfe in a committee, went through the qualification 
bill. — Repotted, and ordered to be engrofred4 

Mr. Alexander Montgomery prefented a petition from the fur- 
riers of the city of Dublin. — Referred to Mr. Gardiner*s com- 
mittee. 

The admiralty bilU ^ead, pafTed, aad ordered to the Lords. 

Captain Brooke's loan bill was . read' a fecend time, and 
committed for to-morrow. 

Ob a morion of Mr. Brooke> the clerk of the peace of the 
comnty of Tyrone w^ o»Ured to attend this Uoufe on Mon* 
dUy fe^noi^t*. 

Y 
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Thursday, December it, 1783. 

Mr. Dennis Daly, chairman of the county Cork committee, 
reported that the Right Hon. Lord Kinglborough was duly 
eleded for faid county. 

A meflage from the Lords, that they agreed without any 
amendment, to the bill for facilitating the trade with America, 
the mutiny bill and fmall beer bill. 

Mr, Burton, chairman of the county Weftmeath committee, 
moved that Robert Sharman, Michael Daly, John Geoghegan, 
and two other perfons, be Ordered into the cuftody of the Ser- 
jeant at Arms, for refufing to attend the faid committee. — Or- 
dered accordingly. 

Captain ^nrj^^i^,— -There has occurred on the city of Cork 
petition, a moft flagrant inftance of direft perjury. — By order 
of the committee, I now report it to the Houfe, for them to 
proceed in it as they (hall think proper. — He then moved, that 
Thomas Millar fhould be brought to the tar of the Houfe; 
which being done, he moved fhat the faid Thomas Millar fhould 
be, committed to the new jail. 

Mr. Chatterton entreated the Houfe, for the honour of the city 
of Cork, to proceed with , as much rigour as the cafe would 
admit. 

The Speaker called on Thoma^s Millar to make his defence — 
to which he replied that he confefled his fault, and threw him- 
felf on the Houfe for forgivenefs. 

No perfon interceding tot him, he was fent to jail. 

A new writ yras ordered for the borough of Bangor. 

Mr. Chatterton. — As there will be feveral petitions received 
from perfons foliciting the benefit of the aft of grace, who per- 
haps are not at thisinftant in cuftody, and whom it was not 
the intention of the propolers to exclude, I (hall move you, that 
the conmiittee of the whole Houfe to whom the bill is refer- 
red, (hall have permiflion to admit a claufe to that purpofe. 

. Sir Henrj Ca'uendijb moved an amendment — ** which perfons 
are now adtually refidingln the kingdom ;" — this, he faid, was 
to prevent any perfons &om being able to furprife their credi- 
tors. — Ordered accordingly. 

Sir Henry Hartftonge moved, that all perfons foliciting the be- 
nefit of the a£t, (hould be confidered as paupers, and excufed 
fVes. — Ordered. 

Mr. Tder reported from the committee appointed to try the 
Baltimore election, that Arthur Gore, commonlv called Lord 
Dudley, was duly elected for the borough of Swimore ; that 
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Arthur Gore, commonly called Lord Sudley, (hould have been 
duly returned j — that Richard Longfield, Efq; was duly eie£ted 
for the borough of Baltimore ; that Richard Long6eld, Efq; 
fliouldhave been duly returned. 

He faid, the committee had likewife come to the following 

refolution : " That James Freke, the returning officer, had 

been guilty of grofs mifbehaviour, and a flagrant breach of the 

^ duty of his office, by giving various unneceifary delays, and by 

-irt)fenting himfelf without making a proper return.*' Mr. Toler 
then moved, that James Freke be ordered to attend at the bar of 

^theHoufe to-morfow. — Ordered. — He then moved, that a new 
writ be iflued for the borough of Donegall. — Ordered. 

The Houfe, according to order, refolved itfelf into a com* 
mittee of the whole Houli;, to take into confideration the petidoa 
of the company of undertakers of the grand canal, together wit(i 
the report thereupon ; and after fome time fpent therein Mr. 
Speaker refumed the chair, and Mr. ^»rj^i6 (of Harriftown) re- 
ported from the committee that they had made fome progrefs in 
th^ matter to them referred, and that he was directed to move^ 
the Houfe for leave to (it again. 

Refolved, that this Houfe will, to-morrow morning, refolve 
itfelf into a committee of the whole Houfe, to take into further 
confideration the petition of the company of undertakers of the 
grand canal, together with tEe report thereupon. 

Sir John Blaquiere — The committee now lees that to complete 
this great national undertaking, it will be neceifary to grant to 
tke company the nation's credit or name for 50,000/. which the 
company will repay in ten years, in the mean time paying re- 
gularly the iotereil, and giving^ ample fecurity for the principal. 
As the welfare of the country is at (take, as there can fcarcelj 
come before the Houfe an objed of ^eater importance, I truft 
this humble and reafonable petition will be complied with. I 
am fure gentlemen mud be fo well convinced of the advantages 
which thofe nations enjoy which poflefs canals, that it will not 
be neceffary for me to expatiate on them. The great empire of 
China is interfered with innumerable canals in every diredion. 
Holland derives no fmall portion of her wealth from her canals — 
England feels the advantage of hers very fenfibly — In France there 
is not only a canal from the Mediterranean to the ocean, but a 
very coniiderable one from the Seine into the interior country* 
In every commercial country, their advantages are obvious, for 
as almoft all the raw materials of trade, and almoil all the necef- 
ikries of life are fo enormouiiy enhanced by the expence of along 
land carriage, that fuch carriage is a tax that hardly any commo- 
dity can bear; io by a canal, where two men and one horfe can 
«ffe£t the work of forty men and an hundred horfes, the price pC 
carriage is reduced to almoft nothing, aod the diftance from 
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materials and neceflaries becomes an object of no concern^* u 
they can be brought to every man's doof at an eafy expence. Ac* 
cordingly, as I faid, every nation where commerce flourHhes, 
has its canals, except local circumdances fprhid^ and perhaps the 
want of this method of conveyance may be the reafon why manu- 
faftures do not thrive in Spain. 

You have begun an inland navigation in Ireland, and it woulflbe 
an infult to this nation, to fuppoie that you cannot have it com* 
pleated) and the country put m a Htuatton to denve every bene- 
fit from fuch a ufeful undertaking, when thefe works have been 
executed with efFedt in every other country. 

There have been expended very confiderable Turns in carrying 
on this undertaking ; but owing to errors in the original plan, 
and the infafficiency of thofe who had the manageraont and con- 
dudting of the works, it is not fini(bed ^ and if proper perfons had 
been appointed to direS the expenditure of the money^ the locks 
^d brieves might have been compleaced far half the money they 
coft. When this canal is compieated, we can bring corn and 
merchandize from the county Longford, King and Queen*s Coun* 
ties, and counties of Cariow and Kildare ; and coals from Lough 
Allen and Cafllemartyr. In the articles of oats, timber, flates, 
bricks, and potatoes, there would be favings to the confuiner 
in Dublin of upwards of 40 per cent. There are other great ad- 
vantages in having this wor^ finiihed ; it would increafe the land 
interelt, encourage a^ culture and tillage, and pronu>te the im- 
provement of the country for an extent of upwards of forty 
miles. On the whoie^ it is propofed to receive 15,000/. and 
not receive any more, till 10,000/. part of the 15,000/. are fully 
accoanted for ; and I fliall o^r luch fecurtty on the part of the 
cocqpany,, as may be approved of. He then moved the foilowiog 
refokition : ** Refolv«d, that it is the opinion of this conunittee, 
daat the fum of 50,000/. be iffued in treafiiry bills to the company 
of the grand ca^al ; 15,000/. in the Brll inlhince, and two-thirds 
of that fum to be accounted for before any farther fum be iflued ; 
and that the faid company (hall give fuch iecurity as fliall be re* 
quired by parliament, 

, The conunittee pcx)ceeded to the examination of Mr. £vans, 
engineer, and Mr. Macartney. 

It appeared in the coarfe of Mr. Evanses examination, that Mr, 
SmeytoA*8 eftimate for cutting through the hill of Downing*s was 
1. 3,000/. that Mr. Trail's eftimate was 16,000/. though die 
work coft but 8,500/, 

Mr. £vans in his examination laid, that many errors were com- 
aaitted by thofe who had the conducting of the work, before he 
was engaged, but that it was now in a fair way ofanfwering 
many great and ufeful purpofes, and that in a few ytara there- 
venue to the company will be ra^ooo/. a year. 
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He, then gave an account what fums were neceflary for 
bringing the canal to particular places, the (ituation of thofe 
places ; that if money enough was granted, the Shannon line 
and canal might be carried on together: that Kilkenny collierfea 
are not properly worked } defcribed the iicuacion of Lough 
Allen collieries, that the coals are as good as Whitehaven coals, 
would be worth about 45. 6^/. per ton, that there is excellent 
potters clay, that there are iron mines there, that there are two 
paifage boats that would go iniea hours and a half from Mona(leif« 
even. He then entered iato the mode of proceeding with tli» 
canal, how many men might be employed at the fame time, that 
there were from 1 5 to 20 miles upon one level. 

Mr. Scott then wiflied to poflpone the bufinefs until to-morrow. 

Sir John Blaqutere faid, that the bed mode to expedite the 
bufinefs, was firft to examine the witnefles. 

Mr. Evans then defcribed the difficulties. He gave his edimate 
of making of a new line to Athy from Dublin, which would coft 
120,000/. fuppofing it to take im ill th^ towns near it. 

General CunningLm enquired into the number of locks on the 
canal, what tolls they brought in, and what would be the ez- 
pence of keeping them in repair ; he was anfwered, that there 
are eighteen locks, that it would take feven locks more to bring 
it to Athy, that there are lime-ftone quarries almoA the whole 
way. 

The witnefe was afked by Mr. Holmes, if he was a monied 
man, whether he would advance 50,000/. upon the work? He 
faid he would, for the difficulties which once difcouraged people, 
are now removed. 

Sir Henry Cavendijb wifhed to know if there was any reafon for 
faying that all the goods in future would be carried by the canal, 
when fo many firings of cars are continually going on the (ides of 
the canal with goods ? — He was anfwered, that fince the locks 
have been finilhed, the cars have not plied fo much ; this proved a 
futile queiHon ; becaufe boats for freight were appointed ycf- 
terday. 

Mr. Evans was then examined by Mr. Fitzgibbon, as to the 
tolls ; from whence it appeared, that merchants goods and grain 
would pay %d, per ton carriage for three miles, and 6^. per ton 
for tolls for three miles ; that the tolla^ from Athy to Dublin would 
bring in 15,000/. per annum. 

One of the members wifhing to poftpone the bufinefe, ^njobn 
Blaqutere begged to continue the examination of witnefles, 

Mr. Macartney was next examined, and gave fo clear and fatis- 
fadtory an account, that Sir John Blaquiere and the other gentlemen 
of the committee, thought it unneceflary to examine Siny farther, 
evidencefrom Mr. Macartney— It appeared that in thefhortdiftance 
'between Dublin and N4onaftcreven, land carriage was i/. ax, 6</. 
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per ton ; water-carriage 6s, 8^,— That in England, where he weftt 
lor the purpofe of making himfelf matter of the fubjeft of canals, 
immenfe benefits are every day derived from tbem as well to the 
public as private perfons. In feveral canal companies, ftock fells 
for athoufand per cent, advance, which mud neceffarily happeo, 
from the wonderful redu6tion they make in the price of carriage, 
and the confequent trade that is carried on — an inilance of this 
happened at Birmingham, where a cut was lately made ;, the 
day before that cut was opened, coals fold for t rd, per ct. wt. 
and the following day they4ett to 4^. and have fold ever fince at 
that rate, 

Mr. Fo/ier, who declared himfelf a friend to the undertaking, 
as of great national concern, examined Mr. Macartney as to the 
charge. of carriage, and as to the nature of the fecurity which 
the company o^ered for the nation*s name to raife the fum in 
quedion, and « concluded with deiiring to know, whether if 
50,000/. in debentures, fhould now be granted, the company 
would at the end of twelve years engage to bring debentures for 
that fum into the public treafury, under pain of lofiog their 
charter. 

To the firft enquiry, Mr. Macartney anfwered, that the char- 
ges on this canal were as low as the lowed in England ; that of 
8^^. per ton, which was the charge of every three miles, Sc/. was 
the lockage or tollagc, the remaming zd, only going to the car- 
rier. As to the latter enquiry, he faid he would, in cafe the 
nation lent its name to the company for the fum required, con- 
fider the charter as mortgaged for the re-payment, and doubted 
not, always to find the Houfe a court of equity. 



Friday, December 12, 1783. 

The Houfe in a committee on the petition of the grand canal 
undertakers. 

Sir John Blaquiere fupported the petition with uncommon 
zeal, and a great deal of argument, and called upon the Houfe 
for its aid towards this undertaking, as^a matter of great national 
advantage. 

Mr. Pelbam faid, he underdood that the noblemen and gentle- 
men who had been lad ni?ht mentioned, were to be fureties, in 
their perfonal fortunes and edatcs for the 50,000/. Under fuch 
circumdances, it was to him fome matter of furprizc, thatthey 
came to parliament to look for money, they could other wife get 
fo eafily. His reafon for objedting to the money being iflued in 
treafury bills, arofe from government having already raifed 
300^000/. in that manner \ and if fo large an addition waamade 
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totheloan, it might lay them under the ncceflity of having re- 
courfe to lotteries, and other difagrecable expenfive meafures. 
He thought it very incumbent on the Houfe, to afcertain carefully 
the nature of the fecurity, before the loan fcould be granted, as 
it was iniinuated that the noblemen and gentlemen, who had 
been mentioned as fccurity, did not hold themfelves refponfible 
for the payment of either principal or intereft. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon fupported his oppofition in the fame manner of 
the former night. It was, he faid, a manifeft job. No fecurity 
had been offered by the company which could be approved of, 
for the money they wanted to borrow. The Houfe Ihould at 
once grant the money as a gift, if they thought the canal a grand 
national object. Would they fufFer themfelves to be bubbled 
with an imaginary fecurity of wind and water, and bridges, and 
flood-gates ? 

^ Mr. Fofter^ after declaring his friendly fentinients for the con- 
tinuance of the canal, thought the prefent grant fought for, went 
only to a wade of the public money, if very proper fecurity was 
not given. The fum voted to Captain Brooke had been well 
fecured ; and the fame was reafonably te be expected from the 
undertakers of the canal, not only for the repayment of the money, 
but for the execution of the work. He thought the lockage was 
charged too high, and on this account, he would move three 
amendments to the refolution for granting the company 50,000/. 
as a loan : Firft, That the company fhall bind themfelves to com« 
plete the work to the Shannon, by the juft expenditure of the 
laid loan : Second, To enter into fecunty for the repayment of 
the fame : And, Third, To oblige the company to reduce their 
tolls to one half> The fum of 150,000/. had been already ex* 
pended by the nation in carrying on this work, and the public 
would derive fome advantage therefrom. — No objection was made 
to the firft amendment. By the alliihince ^f the encreafing re* 
venue, and the aid of parliament, the work might, he faid, be 
very well finilbed. On moving the fecond amendment, a debate 
enfued,.and, among others, Mr. Fitzgibbon poiitively infifted, 
that fuch very ample and unequivocal fecurity ihould be given, 
as (bould be approved bv a Baron of tbe £xci\equer, on the ftating 
of the Attorney General. 

The Prime Serjeant faid, the Barons of the Exchequer, who, 
by rules of court, were bound not to receive any fecurity, but 
fubftantial, real, or perfonal properjty, might not deem the fe- 
curity, that appeared to the Houle, fully fufficient — He thought 
It would be ungenerous and unbecoming the Houfe to take advan- 
tage of men who had expended above 90,000/. of their property, 
when they offered the work, on which that fum had been ex- 
pended, as a pledge for the due performance of their engage- 
ment. — He faid, it was well kno^n that the price of the corn- 
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pany's ftock was every day rifing — from almod nothings it wis 
wonh 55/. percent, and if the Houfe vmiild confent to a loan, 
as defiredy the (lock, he was certaia, would to-morrow be at 
par. All the moil: difficult parts of the work had been conquered^ 
and thofe difficulties, which had proved fo very expend ve to 
the company, had been incurred by their being obligied to adhere 
to the errors that parliament, the former nutnagers, had impofed 
on them.! — One and twenty miles of the canal were already com- 
pleted — in a year it would be finilhed to Monafterevan— the com* 
pany would then have a revenue of 5000/. per annum, which 
ibm would, from thenceforward, rapidly increafe* 

Mr. Beresfcrfj^ iun. thought it hnpoHtic, firft to make the 
company give fecurity for the loan, and then to cut off half the 
tolls J in confequencejof which, their property would be diminiib- 
ed one half at lead, and this of courfe, would be deftroying half 
the fecurity. 

, Mr. Hartley faid, he did not believe it was in the power of par- 
liament to take one half of that property, which the company 
held under the faith of parliament. But if parliament had the 
power to commit fuch an a6t of injuftice, he hoped it would never 
be committed. He had no objection to the equal fecurity of the 
money, and compelling the performance of the work, but he 
could not agree that they (hould be robbed of half their property, 
Mr. MolytieuXf Mr. OgU^ Captain But-gJh, General Cnnuing 
ham, and Mr. Ne^il, fpoke to the fame effect. 

The Speaker waS for reducing the tolls, as were Mr. Fitr,gibban, 
Mr. Fofter, Mr Doly^ and Mr. Bujbe. 

Mr. Fofter*^ BrO: amendment was cacried without a diviiion. 
The fecond amendment, altered by the Prime Serjeant, was alfb 
carried the fame way ; but, on a divifion on the third for reducing 
the tolls, the numbers were, 

Ayes^ — ■ ' 56 

Noes, " ' ■ - ■ 83 

And then it was agreed, that the company do receive in de* 
bentures for twelve years, a loan of go,ooo/. paying intereft, and 
giving ample fecurity to make a faithful return of the fame fum 
at the end of that time in debentures. The company were alfo, 
to give fecurity for the performance of the work, but no reduc- 
tion of the tolls, which are fecured by a£l of parliament, and at 
the company ^sdifcretion. 



Satukday, Dbcbmber, 13, 1783. 

The Houfe purfoant tO/ order, fat in committee, on ^A-, 
Brooke's loan bill ; it being gone through, and the Speaker hav- 
ing rtfumed the chair, the fame was ordered to be reported on 
Monday. 
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Mr. B^net reported from the committee of the wholif: Houie, 
appointed to lake f nto confiderkeion tlie Feport from the committee 
on the petition from the undertakers of the grand canal, that they 
had agreed to certain refolutions, which being read, viit% 

•* That the fum of 50,000/. be iflued in debentures, bearing 
focb intcreft as other debentures, as a loan to the company of un- 
dertakers of the grand canal, to be repaid by faid con^pany in the 
year 1796, together with the interefts ; provided that no greater 
fam than 1 5,000/. of them \ be iffued until it (hall appear to the fa- 
tisfadlion of the commfiTioners of accounts, that the fum of 
io,oooi has been actually expended thereof, on faid company^s 
works I the company giving fuch fecurity for the payment, a& the 
Barons of the Exchequer (hall deem reafonabie." 

Mr. Fo^er faid, that he had lad: night made a motion for an 
amendment to thia refolutioay to ieeut* lh« public in general, and 
the city of Dublin in particular, againft the exorbitant tolls of 
this navigation ; his motion had been then negatived, but he 
(ince had fome converfations with gentlemen who had oppofed 
hiro^ and they had acceded ^o his opmion ( he therefore moved as 
an amendment, 

♦* Provided that as foon as the faid navigation ftall be com- 
pleted, and the borrowed money repaid, the -tolls exacted &aU 
be ofily three halfpence a ton per mile," 

Mr. Lodge Morres faid, that* he had no obje^ion wfiatever to 
the amendment paffing, but thought it onneceflary, as the law 
already prevented their raifing the toll above zd, a ton, and the 
company declared they were fatwfied with i^d. he therefore 
thought it very hard that their hands ihauld be tied up for no- 
thing. 

The amendment was agreed to, as was the refolution fb amend- 
ed, without a divifion. 

Sir John Blaqidere then moved for leave to bring in a bill purfu* 
ant to the refolution.-<-*Granted accordingly* 

Capt. Burgh moved, that fevcral perfons, (whofe names were 
read) ihould be put in cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms, for not at- 
tending the Cork petition, purfuant to their fummons. — Ordered. 

Sir John Blaqtdere-^l rife to make a motion of courfe, but can- " 
not help obferving, that had I been in the Houfe fome minutes 
fooner, I Ihould have oppofed a refolution which has paiTcd rela- 
tive to the canal tolls j not that the refolution is initfelfa bad 
one, but that I think the reftriflion a precedent dangerous to pri- 
vate property. 1 move for leave to bring in a bill, purfuant to a 
refolution of laft night, refpeding the canal company. — Ordered. 

A letter was read from Mr. Smyth, (the petitioner againft the 
fitting members for Weflmeath) to Thomas Reynolds, deficin^ 
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his attendance in Dublin, to fupport a vote he had gitren at the 
Weflmeath ele6tion ; and a complaint made to the Houfe, that 
Mr. Smyth refufed to defray Reynolds*^ expcnce, urgiogthat the 
letter was a furomons,. not a notice. 

Hon. John Bdurke faid, it was not a legal notice, for that is al- 
ways fjgned either by the Speaker or the chairman of the commit* 
tee J and therefore thought the man was not entitled to any 
thing. ' 

Mr. Ogle and Mr. Brcnvnicw declaring that Mr, Smyth had no 
objedtion to pay the man his expences, the aflfair dropt. 

Sir Henry Ca'uendijb gave notice, that on Monday next he would 
offer to the Houfe a re^lution, purporting that they would grant 
nb more money by way of loan this leilion. 



MoNDAy, December 15, 1783. 

yiu Burton^ chairman of the Weftmeath committee, informed 
the Houfe, that on account of the abfence of Mr. Uniacke and 
Mr. Welden, two members of the committee, they had been un* 
able to proceed, but had adjourned, as the a£t prefcribed. 

Evidence was then brought to the bar to prove that Mr. Uni- 
2u:ke was prevented from attending, on account of the death of his 
mother, and Mr. Welden^s fervant proved his mafter was confined 
by ilinefs. 

The excufes were admitted. 

Mr. Burton then afked leave to proceed, difpeniing with the at« 
tendance of Mr. Uniacke and Mr. Welden. 

This was objected to by Lord Deivin, Mr. Green, and Mr, 
Fitzgibbon, 

Lord Del^n faid, that the petition had already invalidated as 
many voles, as reduced the fitting member to an equality with 
him ; 'that to proceed without the ailiftance of the two gentlemen 
who had heard the evidence on which thofe votes had been (IruciL 
off, might greatly injure the petitioner^ who might have all his trou- 
l^e to begin anew, for which he was not fo well qualified as the 
fitting member, not having fo long a purfe. 

Sir Hercules Langrijbe and Mr. Malone, the fitting member, were 
for proceeding. 

Mr. Malone faid, that procraftination would be much more inju- 
rious to him, than even to the petitioner ; for though perhaps he 
had a longer purfe than his antagonifl, of which he was neither 
proud nor afhamed, yet all his expences muft be drawn ^om his 
own purfe, which was not the cafe of the petitioner ; befides, as 
he never yet bad an opportunity of going into his defence, thofe 
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ill impreiHons which the oppoiite council had made, might fink 
too deeply into the minds of thofe judges. 

The Houfe came to no determination on the bufinefs, leaving it 
to the fitting niember and the petitioner to fettle. 

Mr.' Bolton moved for leave to bring in a bill for regulatihg the 
corn trade. — Read a firft time, and ordered to be reafd a fecond 
time after the Chriftmas recefs ; and the bill to be printed. , 

Mr, Da<vid LatoucJbe moved, that the feveral officers belonging 
to the Courts of Chancery and Exchequer, be ordered to make a 
return of all the monies lodged in their hands, purfuant to order 
of court. — Ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Brooke^s loan bill reported, agreed to, and ordered to be 
cngroffed, 

Mr. Coote moved for leave for imppwering the committee of the 
Houfe, on the bill for regi fieri ng freeholds, to increafe the falary 
of the treafurer of the King's County ; it was oppofed by 

Sir Henry Ceeuendijh. — And the queflion being put. 

For the motion — ~ 20 

Againfl it — — 47 

Sir Henry then obferved, that a like claufe was furreptitioufly 
ftole in on a former night, for increafing the falary of the county 
Down treafurer. He moved the order to be read, and when read, 
moved it fhould be difcharged. 

Mr. Annejley defended the claufe, as he was the propofer of it. 
He denied its being brought in furreptitioufly. By the bill lately * 
brought in, the treafurers of the counties were liable to more than 
ufual trouble, and the pittance of an additional 20/. a year to 
their falary, fell far (hort of a reward for this additional trouble. 
The claufe mentioned that the fum fbould not exceed 60/. a year 
for the county Down treafurer. 

Colonel Rofs fupported Mr. Annefley, and a divifion having 
cnfued, there appeared, to dilcharge the' order. 

Ayes — — 20 

Noes — — 82 

Mr. Brcnxfttlow moved, that Sir H. Hartflonge have leave of 
abfence for ten days } but his friends through humour having op^ 
pofed it, after fome laugh it was agreed to. Sir H. Hartilongc 
pays the clofefl attendance, perhaps, of any gentleman that ever 
attended parliament. 

Mr. Marcus Beresford moved for leave to bring in a bill for 
building a court-houfe and gaol in the city of Waterford. Read 
a firfl time, and ordered to be read a fecond time to-morrow. 

Mr. Gardiner ^id, that on confulting with a number of gen- 
tlemen who were friends to the meafures he propofed, refpeSing 
the manufadures of this country, they wer« of opinion ic was 
better to defer their report from the committee appointed to take 
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the manuftidores of this country into th«ir confideratton, and 
what was bed for their relief, until after the recefs, a time which 
he confeifed was indeterminatey as admioiflration had not yet 
mentioned its duration. 

Mr. PdhAm faid, that in order to fatisfy the Right Hon. Gcn« 
tieman on that head, he (hould move the meeting of the Houie 
after the recefs, to be on the 27th of Jihuary, 

Mr. Curren faid^ that he (hould on to-morrow move fome re- 
folutions relative to the framing of money*-biIIs, to prevent in fu- 
ture the admiiiion of extraneous matter therein. 

Mr. O^Hara moved, to go into the order of the day on the bill 
for regifteting freeholds.- 

Mr. CbattertoH obferved, the prelent eleftion laws were iropcr- 
fedl, and required a more mature digeftion. The bill moved for 
was of great confe<juence. Every alfiftanCe in his power would 
be ^ven to the bill, but, he begged poilponing it till afler the 
reccls. 

The Provoft acknowledged that the prefent ele6lion laws were 
grofsly defective. He had feen the bill propofed by the Hon. 
Gentleman, but he thought it admitted of great improvement. 
The election laws required great reformation ; a fyftem was re- 
quifed, which went to the full remedy of their defeats. The laft 
eledlion proved how highly necefTary a reformation was in thofe 
laws. For the lake of the morality and the induftry of the coun- 
try, it (hould be done. Whatever little experience he had, (hould 
be employed to that pufpofe. He therefore begged the con(ider- 
ation of it would be deferred till after the recefs. 

Mr. O^Hara withdrew his motion, and the bill was commit- 
ted for the fecond Monday after the Chriftm^s recefs. 



Tuesday, December 16, 1783. 

The committee of trade fat, and made fome progrefs, after 
which the Houfe refumed. 

Mr. Burton moved that the committee for trying the merits of a 
petition complaining of an Undue election and return for the couiv* 
ty of Wellmeath, do adjourn to the 28th of January next. 

Agreed to. 

The qualification bill and Mr. Brooke's bill read. 

Sir Ed<iL^ard tienvenbam faid, every hour and every tranfadion, 
convinced him more and more, that the people mu(t lofe all con*- 
fidence in parliament, unlefs-fome meafure was taken to render 
parliament more chafte and independent, therefore, moved, for 
leave to Wing in a bill for fecuring the freedom of parliament, by 
limiting the number of placemien (and excluding all pcnfioncn 
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from fitting) in the Houfe of Commons. Leave was granted, and 
Sir Edward Newenham, Gorges Lowther, and Edward Crofcoa^ 
Efqrs. were appointed to briiig in the bill. ^ 

Mr. C«rr^«— While 1 reflea that the motion I am now going 
to make is of the utmoft importance to the honour, and even ex- 
igence of this Houfe, and rfiat I have given full notice of roj in- 
tention, 1 am much furprifed at the little regard that feems in- 
tended to be paid to it, as is marHfeft from the emptinefs of thofe 
benches — this. Sir, is not a queftion of party ; I am no party 
man, I defpile the principle \ I never did, nor ever will attach 
myfeif to party, and though I mean to move the refolutlon from 
this iide of the Houfe, yet '\t concerns both lides equally ; it goes 
to aflert the privileges of the people of Ireland reprefented in 
this Houfe of Commons, aiid I fay every party, and every d«- 
fcription of men in this Houib is equally concerned in fappotting 
it. I fay it is the fole and excluhve right of the Commons of 
Ireland to originate and frafTie money bills in fuch manner as they 
Ihall think proper, and the refolution I intend to propofe, is only 
to vindicate this privilege from the encroachments of a neighbour- 
ing afTeraWy, which has lately, by certain refolutions, invaded 
this right, this palladium of the conftitution, which I truft every 
man in the Houfe will think himfelf bound to defend. 

I am forry to fay that the conftitution of Ireland is fo young, 
that I need not go back to a very remote period, to prove that the 
exclufive right of originating and framing money bills, has al- 
ways reiided in this Houfe % but for thirty years back, it cer* 
tainly has, and in England, from whence we derive our confti- 
tution, it always has been the prance. The peert and the 
crown poifefs an undoubted right of rcjedting fuch bills in toto^ - 
but, in the Commons alone re^des the power of originating or 
framing them ; the very mode of giving the royal alfent to fuch 
bills, demonftrates that the Commons alone are the fource from 
which they flow. His Majefty thanks his faithful Common3> ac- 
cepts their benevolence, and wills it to be fo, and this mode ob- 
tains both in Britain and here. To whom (houid the people of 
Ireland look for the redrefs of grievances, for the encouragement 
of arts> for the promotion of commerce, but to their reprefenta- 
tives in this Houfe ? What powerful engine has this Houfe, by 
which It can obtain the redrefs of grievances, the encouragement 
of arts, or the promotk>n of commerce, but by including thofe 
objects in the bill of fupply ? And if the right be once given up, 
or . wrefted from the Commons, they ceafe to be the patrons 
and fcprefentatives of the people j another aflembly will aflume 
that power, and the people will learn to look for that encourage- 
ment and fupport from the ariftocratic, which they now receive 
from the democratic branch of the ftate, and this Houfe will be- 
eom^ a very cypher, and its members, inftead of poifeffing the 
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power of encouraging arts, rewarding merity or in a word, of 
Krving the countrv, will become the humble folicitors of another 
aflembly. 

From the reign of Henry the Third, the power of annexing the 
redrefs of grievances to money bills, has been the conftitutional 
privilege of the Commons ot England; the practice of inferring 
fuch claufes as the Commons have deemed proper, has obtained 
in Ireland for jnore than thirty years, ^and to any perfon acquaint- 
ed with our conftitution, muft at the (lighteft view, appear to be 
their inherent right : I cannot therefore fuppofe this Houfe will 
be filent when this privilege is invaded by another aifembly ; no 
man entertains an higher opinion of that aflembly than I do, and 
I am perfuaded that fo great is their Lordihips wifdom, that 
when this matter is duly coniidered by them, they will fee the 
impropriety of two refolurions which appear upon their journals 
of the fourth and fifth of the prefent month, to this cffeGt, 
^* That all grants made to private manufacturers, ought to be 
made in feparate a£ts, and that enadting claufes in bills of fup- 
ply, the matterof which is foreign to the bill, is unparliamentary, 
and tends to deftroy the conftitution of this kingdom." That 
the illudrious aflembly to which I allude, has paifed fuch a refo- 
lution, is notorious, and cannot be denied, it is inierted in their 
journals, and has been feen by many members of this Houfe ; 
the. formality therefore of appointing a comipittee to infpeft their - 
Lordihips journals is upneceffary, and all that remains for the 
Commons, is to vindicate their own privileges by a mild an4 
temperate refolution which I (hall propofe to the Houfe, for even 
admitting that fometimes an Houfe of Commons has erred in 
making improper grants, we Ihould rather reform ourfelves, 
and determine not to err again, than fubmit to have a monitor 
over us. 

If I was addrefiing an Houfe of Commons, the mod: virtuous 
or the mod corrupt, -I (hould expert to be fupported in this mea- 
fure ; for I would fay to a virtuous Houfe or Commons, the pri- 
vilege of originating and. framing money bills is the palladium 
of your liberty, the great engine to rellrain oppreflion, to redrefs 
grievances, or to encourage merk. I would fay to a corrupt 
Houfe of Commons, it is the palladium of your corruption, the 
fecurity of the wages of your venality, the m^ans by which you 
may obtain the reward of your proditution ; or if I was addreiling 
an Houfe containing both defcriptions, both kinds of argument 
would be applicable. But to the Houfe before which I ftand, 
furely the arguments which I have firft ufed, the arguments of 
virtue and of honour will be fufEcient ; to tl^em therefore I (hall 
trull. 

I lament that a learned' and Right Honourable Member, with 
whom I once had the happinefs. of living on terms of friendihipy is 
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now abfent } becaufe I think I might rely upon his fupporting the 
refolutioni intend to propole; rfiatfupporr would perhaps re- 
new the intercourfe of our friendftip, which has lately been in* 
temipted. And I muft beg the indulgence ofthe Houfe to fay> 
that that friendihip was upon the footing of perfed equallity, 
not iihpofed by obligation on the one fide, or bound by gratitude 
on the other ; for I thank God, when that friendfhip conunenced» 
I was above receiving obligation from any man, and therefore 
our friendihip, as it was more pure and diilnterefted, as it de-> 
pended on a fympathy of minds and congeniality of fentiments, I 
trufted would have endured thejongerl I think myfelf bound to 
make this public declaration, as it has gone forth from this Houfe^ 
that lam a man of ingratitude, and to declare, that for any dif- 
ference of opinion with my learned and Right Honourable Friend, 
I cannot be taxed with ingratitude ; for that I never received 
any obligation from him, but lived on a footing of perfedt equa- 
lity, fave only fo far as his great talents and erudition outwent 
mine. 

I confefs my obligation to the Houfe for this indulgence of 
fpeaking a few words foreign to the debate, but which every man 
muH think I owed to my own chara^er ; and that I may detain 
gentlemen no longer, I fhall briefly move, 

** That it is thefole and undoubted privilege of the Commons 
of Ireland to originate all bills of fupply and grants of public mo- 
ney, in I'uch manner and with fuch claufes as they ihall think 
proper." 

Mr. /\2f/^«i feconded the motion. 

Sir Herculei Langrijbe. — I cannot fee, even admitting that the 
refolutions of the Lords are as the Honourable Member has quoted 
them, that they at all infringe, the privileges of this Houfe » the 
refolutions only go to the regulations of their own proceedings ; 
they do not even infinuate an attempt to reftrain our power ; they 
do not fay that we have not the ezcIufiTe privilege of originating 
and framing thefe bills, they merely determine to regulate their 
own proceedings ; they wifh that the different articles which we 
generally introduce into our bills of fupply, (hould each ftand fe- 
parately, and on its own merit. As to tacking matters of im- 
portance to money bills, I think on very great occafions the prac- 
tice i^ right, but it ihould not be proftituted to trifles. 

Mr. iVlolyneux. — I will not flrive to engage this Houfe in a 
quarrel, when nothing can be gained by the ifliie. Allufions 
are every day made in this Houfe, to the refolution I bad the ho- 
nour of propoiing for increafing the falary of the Lord Lieute- 
nant, but I cannot think that to fpend 4000/. a year amongft 
the ftarving artificers of this city, can be injurious to the com«- 
munity. 
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Sir Hifwy €m)en<kjb faid tkere was no inifttnce of fuck a refoiu* 
tion being negatived. I dt> not exactly know what tfae Lords 
have done^ but if their reiblutions be fucfa as have been repozt- 
«d» if we are charged with a^ns in an unparliamentary manner^ 
and tending to dellroy the conSitutiony we are bound to refute 
tfae^harge. 

Mr. Muffty fupported the exdufive right of the pseople to dtf- 
poie of their own money by their reprefentatives^ He maintain- 
^ that no other branch of the legiflature had any right to vSfxx* 
fere^ except t(^ reject the bills of fupply inmA% and thought the 
Hobfe called upon to reiifl every tnvaiicn of this right, which, ai. 
Kepre&ntacives and truilees of the people, they were bound to 

. Mr. Majm de^red to know wlEEther the ieamsd gentlenaa had 
any -other refoluitions to foHow that which he. now offered $ but 
Mr. Curren avoiding this qttefHon, Mr. Mafon declared that fuch 
cocdu^ was utterly inconfiilent with parltasnentary candour^ 
and that he would vote againft the refolution on that ground. 

It is, ikid he, fo eafy and fo common a thing, to paint the fi* 
tuation of the country as ruined, and the members ot this Houle 
S3 delerting tlidr (lation,. that fbe people never beHete any evil 
now which they do not feel, nor will it be poffiblefor all the elo« 
qtience of the learaod gentleman to perfuade them they are ruin- 
ed, while they feel themielves ptofperoas and happy \ as to the 
mattet now before the Houie, as it does not affed them> I am coa«v 
vinced they will not concern themfelves with it. 

The beil way to aifert the privileges of this Houfe, and to 
maintain Our fight of dlfpoiing of the public money, is to pro- 
ceed as we have hitherto done, to frame our money hills accord* 
lAg t]o our own plsafiire, without taking any notice of their lord-^ 
(hips re^alutioAS, who may indeed reje^S our bilk, but cannot ai^ 
tecrhem. 

Sir Henry Casvendijb recommendsd the mode of appointng a 
committee to examine the journals. 

The Fro^fl faid, that money bills originating ia the Houfe of 
Commons, was an aciaiowledged principle of the condituhon-^ 
-but though he doubted not 'm the lea ft of what the Honourable 
Member, had advanced, yet was there any evidence befoce the 
Houfe to prove the exiilence of thefe refolutioas "?— rThe pariia^ 
inentary miode was, as had been ju^ly remarked by an Honoura- 
ble Basonet (Sir Henry Cavendifh) that a committee (houkl be 
ttppointed to infpe^ the journals, and on the report of the coiii>- 
mittee, the Houfe may come to whatever refolution it thdnkB ne- 
celfary ;-^this is the con^itutional mode of convincing their lor^ 
ihips tfaiey are wrong-— but you are in poiiefiion of parliamentaiy 
evidence, that the Houfe of Lords has not deviated from a prac- 
tice of tifty years pad^ for we have fent up a money-bill to that 
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Houfe> wfth claufes annexed, yet the bill ha's come without any 
amendment. He faid it was not ufual in England to tack elaules 
to a bill of fupply , and as he did not fee the neceflity of paffing 
thd refolution, * he would prbpofe an amendment — that, after 
the word refo'Ived, the following words fhould be inferted, 
— ** that it appears to this Houle, it is not now necelfary to de- 
clare." 

Mr. Brownkw faid> we Ihould not take notice of what pafled 
in another alTembly : If in the next feflion any infringement fliould 
be made on the privilege of this Houfe, it would be tihie then to 
take it up ; at prefent he faw no neceflity for coming to the re- 
folution : — The amendment then pafled, and on thequeflion be- 
ing put for agreeing to the refolutJon^ 

vAyes,' — — It 

Noes, — — 68 

, Mr. Cfttren faid, he would have this bufinefs ftand over till 
after the recefs, and in the mean time moved the following re- 
folution : 

Refolved, That a committee be appointed to infped the jour-* 
nals of the Houfe of Lords, and to report what relblutions were 
entered on them the 4th and 5th of this month. 

This refolution was oppofed by Mr. Moljneux, Honourable 
Mr, Brown, Sir Edward Nevjenham^ Right Honourable 'John Hely 
Hutchinfony and Mr. Brownkw, on the ground of its not being 
neceflary at this time. 

It was fupported by Sir Henry Cavendijb, and Mr. Brown, as 
agreeeable to the ufage of parliament, to appoint committees to 
infpedt the journals. 

Mr. Curren fpoke again.^-An amendment was propofed, which 
being agreed to, the refolution fo amended was put, when 
there appeared 

Ayes, — — — .. II 

Noes, — — ■• — 40 

Tellers for the Ayes, Mr. Curren and Mr. Brown. 
Tellers for the Noes, Mr. Mafon and Mr. Langrilhe. 

Several petitions from and againft infolvent debtors received* 



Wednesday, December 17, 1783. 

Several petitions from infolvent debtors were prefented, read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. G/?r^//Vr moved that the petition of the faftors "and others 
concerned in the exportation of linen yarn, be referred to the com- 
mittee of trade. — Ordered accordingly, 

Z 
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He likewife moved that the books of entries, inwards and out- 
wards, be referred to the fame committee. ^Ordered accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. Holmes reported from the committee appointed to examine 
the ftate of the goals of this kingdom .—Report ordered to lie on 
the table. 

A meflage from the Lords, that they had agreed, without any 
alteration, to the bill for |)reventing bribery and corruption at elec- 
tions for members to ferve in parliament; and that they had made 
lome alteration in the bill for e(labli(bing an high court of admi- 
ralty in Ireland. 

A private bill read. 

Sir Henry Caivendijb prefented a petition from J. Paris, — Order* 
ed to lie on the table. 

Mr. Annfjley complained of the defective manner in which the 
city is lighted, and of the fhameful remiflhefs of our nocturnal 
guards, to fupport which extravagant fums were annually levied 
on the public. He moved that the proper officer do lay before 
the Houie an account of what fums have been received for watch 
money, and what number of watchmen have been employed ; 
and alio what fums have been paid to them, for the laft feven 
years. 

Ordered alfo, that the proper officer do lay before the Houfe, 
. the amount of the tax paid for lighting the public lamps for feven 
years laft paft. . 

He then gave notice that after the recefs, he would enter into 
an inveftigation of the paving bufmefs. 

On a motion of Mr. Molyneux, ordered that the proper officer 
do lay before the Houfe, an account of the funis that have been 
diJburfed for lighting the lamps before the parliament houfe, for 
feven years laft paft. ' 

The order of the day being read for the committee on the in- 
folvent bill, 

Mr, Browne (of Trinity College) moved, that it be an inftnic- 
tion to the committee to whom the inlblvent bill is referred, to 
receive a claufe in favour of Hugh Kejinedy, 

Lord Delvin and Mr. Chatter ton objefted to receiving claufes, 
as the bill might be endangered by the number of applications that 
would be made. They declared that they were ready to fup- 
port any bill introduced for the relief of perfons who were not in 
a^ual cuftody. 

On the queftion being put there appeared. 

For agreeing to the claufe^ — • 3 ^ 

Againftit, .— — 36 

Majority — r 
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The Hoiife refolyed into a committee on the infolvent bill* 
which being gone through and agreed upon, the report wafr or- 
dered to be received* 

The Houfe adjourned till Saturday^ 



Saturday^ December 20> 1783* ^ 

Petitions from and againft feveral infolvent debtors were te» 
ceived. . - 

Lord Del<vin moved thtit all thofe flieriffs who had omitted to 
return lids of the debtors in actual cuflody, on the 10th of No^ 
vember laft, do attend this Houfe on the firft Wednefday after 
the reciefs. 

The Provoji faid, that the particular (herifFs fhould be named^ 
and not ordered to attend under general defcriptions | he there* 
fore moved that the perfons who were to attend^ be fpecified by 
name. — The Honourable and learned Gentleinan gave notice that 
he fhould, at a future time, move, that the fum of four (hillings 
per day, allowed to witnefles to attend committees, was nota fuf* 
ficient allowance to perfons who were under the neceflity of com- 
ing many miles to attend them ; fome of whom had been detained 
in town feveral weeks, to the prejudice of their affairs. 

Lord Dehin faid, that many (heriffs had been repeatedly or* 
dered to make returns to the Houfe, of the perfons in a6hial 
cuflody on the loth of November, which order had not been 
complied with. His lordfhip gave in to the Houfe alifl of fuch as 
had negledted complying with this order. 

Petitions from the linen drapers of the counties of Leitrim and 
Londonderry, refpedting the exportation of linen yarn, were re* 
ceived, and referred to a committee. 

The Righi Honourable Mr. Secretary PMam informed the 
Houfe, that he was commanded by his Excellency the Loed 
Lieutenant to ac(juaint them that his Majefly has been pleafed to 
return a mofl gracious anfwer to the addre6 of this Houfe, which 
he read in his place, and after delivered in at the table# and the 
fame was read by Mr. Speaker (all th^ members being uncovered) 
and is as followeth : ^ 

''GEORGE R. 

*' His Majefty returns his hearty thinki to the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliiment afTcmbled, for their 
dutiful and loyal addrefs : His Majefty receives with the higheft 
fatisfadion the fentiments expreffed by his , parliament refpeding 
his Majefty*s government ; and his Majefly's faithful parliament 
may refl afTured of his Majefty's determined refolutipn to qbnput 
Z2 
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with them at all times in the maintenance and prefervation of that 
free and excellent conftitution, on which the happinefs and inter- 
efts of his people of Ireland fo eflentially depend. 

'* G. R." 
Ordered, That his Majefty's mod gracious anfwer be entered 
on the journals of this Houfe. 

Mr. Conolfy moved that an humble addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty, to thank him for his mod gracious anfwer to the addrefs 
of this Houfe. 

,Mr. Gardiner feconded the motion. 

Agreed to, nemine contradicente. * 

Ordered, That fuch members as are of his Majefty 's mod ho- 
noufable privy council, do attend his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant with the faid addrefs. 

. ^ The ingroffbd bill for regulating the court of admiralty in thi3 
imgdom, was received from the Lords, in which it appeared, 
that that Houfe had refolved on the following amendment, which 
they fubmitted to the Commons for their concurrence : 

** Provided, always, that it fljall and may be lawful to and 
for the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Commons in par- 
liament aiTembled, to remove fuch judge, by an addrefs of both 
Houfes of parliament, any thing herein contained to the contrary 
notwithftanding." i 

On the queftion being put, whether this Houfe doth agree to 

faid amendment, it paifed in the affirmative. Ordered to the 

Lords. 

Sir Jchn Blaquiere faid, that fome doubts having arifen with 
rcfpeA to the bill relative to the loan for the grand canal, he 
ihould poftpone bringing in faid bill 'till after therecefs. 

Mr. Burton moved, that the petitioner or his agent, on the pe- 
titioil complaing of an undue eledion and return for the county 
«f Weftmeath, do furnilh 'lifts of the voters and the objedtions to 
♦them.-— Ordered. 

Mr. FoJIer prefented a petition from Mr. Montgomery and Ed- 
ward Price, creditors of Dr. Tunnadine ; and alfo a petition from 
the faid Dr« Tunnadine.— r— Both petitions referred to a com- 
mittee. 

Mr. LcTMther prefented a petition from an infolvent debtor, who 
was not in adtual cuftody on the loth of November, but out upon 
fecurity being given to the marihal. 

Mr. Dexter attended at the bar purfuant to order. He men- 
tioned feveral perfons who were in cuftody on mefne proceis, 
but had been by him permitted to go out of the marlhalfea on 
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fecurity being given to indemnify him to the amount of the debts 
they v/efe feverally charged with. 

Ordered that the committee on the infol vent bill be impowered 
to receive a claufe to extend the benefit of faid a6t to luch per- 
fons as were proper objeds and conformed to the terms of the 
aft, notwithftanding they were out upon bail on faid loth of 
November. 

A motion was made to extend the benefit of faid bill to a 
late treafurer 6f a county, a bankrupt now in cuftody. 

Referred to^he committee. 

Committee of the whole Houfe on the bill of infolvency. Lord 
Delvin in the chair. 

The Pronjoft liioved that the names of all debtors be annexed 
in a fchedule to faid bill, in order that creditors may know who 
are to have the benefit of faid ad. ' 

Mr, Chatterton thought this unneceiTary : He gave notice that . 
he fhould, immediately after the recefs, bring in a bill for the relief 
of perfons not in aftual cuftody on the loth of November. 

Mr. Green moved, that a claufe Ihould be inferted not to 
extend it to bankrupts who have not obtained certificates, and 
mentioned one perfon who he meant to exclude. ^ 

Right Hon. Mr. ^c<itt faid, it would not be coniiftent with the 
humanity of the Houfe, to exclude any perfon by name. 

Mr. Molyneux faid, that the perfon alluded to had been many 
years in confinement ; had a wife and five children, had given up 
all his efFefts to his creditors, and had nothing left to fubfift on. 

Mr. Fitzgibbon faid, he did not know him, but he had been 
recommended to him as a proper objedt. He reprobated the idea 
of excluding him by naiacirom the benefit of a general aft, when 
he had not been heard in his own defence. 

Mri Kelly faid, that it appeared that the man alluded to had 
given up all his efFefts, and therefore was tiot an improper ob- 
jeft for the benefit of this aft, 

Mr, Annejley fpoke againft the general principles of the bank- 
ruptcy laws — which, he faid, were univerfally and juftly re- 
probated— ^-He inft^nced perfons who had in conlequence paid but 
it^d, in the pound — He concluded with moving that one of the 
claufes in theprefent bill, relative to bankrupts, be expunged. 
, On the queliion being put, it paiTed in the aflirmative. — Houfe 
refumed. / 

The committee reported fome progrefs, and obtained leave to 
fit again. ^ 



Monday, December 22, 1783. 

A meflage from his Excellency the Lgrd Lieutenant, by Sir 
Willoughby Afton, Gentleman Ulher of the Black Rod ; 
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^ '* Mr, Speaker, 

** It is his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant's pleafure that 
this Houfe do attend him immediately in the Houfe of Peers." 

Accordingly Mr. Speaker, with the Houfe, went to attend 
His Excellency i and being returned, he reported that the Houfe 
had attended his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant in the Houfe 
of Peers, where his Excellency was pleafed to give the royal 
aiTent to the following public bills : 

1. An a6t for granting unto his Majefty, his heirs and fucceffors, 
' an additional duty on wine, hides, hicer, ale, and other goods 

?nd merchandizes therein mentioned, and for prohibiting the im- 
portation of all gold and filler lace, and of all cambricks and 
lawns, except of the manufacture of Great Britain j and of all 
hops, except of the growth of Great Britain and the Britilh 
plantations j and of all glafs, except from Great Britain. 

2. An a6t for granting to his Majefty the feveral aids, duties, 
rates, impofitions and taxes therein particularly exprefled, to 
be applied to the paynient of the intereft of the fums ^ therein 
provided for, and towards the difcharge of the faid principal 
iuu^i in fuch manner as therein is direSed, and for fuch other 
purpofes as are therein mentioned, 

3. An a6t for granting to his Majefty, his heirs and fuc- 
cenbrs, feveral duties upon damped vellum, parchment and 
paper. 

4. An aft for the advancement of trade, and for granting to 
his Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs, the duties therein men- 
tioned. 

5. An aft for regulating the fugar trade, and for granting 
^ to his Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs, the duties therein 

mentioned. 

6. An aft for regulating and extending the tobacco trade, and 
for granting to his Majefty, his heirs and fucceflbrs, the duties 
therein mentioned, 

7. An aft to promote the linen and hempen manufafture, by* 
cncreaflng the fupply of Irifh flax-feed, and encouraging the 
export of linens and fail cloth, and for other purpofes therein 
pientioned. 

8. An aft for indemnifyipg fuch perfon? as have afted for 
the fervice of the public in advifing, or carrying into execu- 
tion a proclamation of the Lord Lieutenant and council of 
this kingdom, bearing date the 13th day of November, 1782, 
and alfo an aft of council or entry in tH? gpungil books^ bear- 
ing date the 2nd day of June, 1783. 

The Commons being returned to their own Houfe, and the 
Right Hon, the Speaker having taken the chair, Mr. titzj^ibbm, 
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(who this day appeared, for the firft time as y^ttomey General) 
moved, that Auguftus Warren, Efq; the petitioner complaining of 
an undue eledion and return for the city of Corlr, do attend 
at the bar. The Attorney Genefal founded his motion on the 
report of the committee, which had declared that petition ground-' 
lefs, frivolous and vexatious j and therefore he thought it in- 
cumbent on the Houfe to aflert its own dignity, by making an 
example, to deter others from fuch practices. 

Sir Nicholas Laivlefs and Mr. Chatterton pleaded ftrongly in ex- 
tenuation of Mr. Warren's offence. That it was poffible he 
might not have known of the matters charged in his petition, which 
was drawn up by fome agent ; that from their knowledge of the 
gentleman's integrity and honour, they were convinced he had 
not taken any improper means to fupport it; and that as the 
lenity of parliament had extended" to Mr. Stewart, a gentleman 
under fimilar circumftances, they hoped that the Houfe would 
confider Mr. Warren's iituation, who if called to the bar, muft 
fufFer fatal confequences. 

Mr. Ma/on. — No two things can poflibly be more diflimilar 
than the circumftances and condu6t of the Right Hon. Mr. 
Stewart, alluded to, and the petitioner againft the Cork return. 
The firft gentleman, as foon as it was made known to him that 
improper charges had been introduced into his petition againft 
the Noble Lord, the fitting Meniber, and againft the Hon. High 
Sheriff, immediately waited upon them, and in the moft ho- 
nourable manner difavowed his knowledge of thefe charges; nor 
did he attempt in the leaft to fupport them. But what is the 
condud of Mr. Warren ? He not only introduces the moft hei- 
nous charges into His petition, but he attempts to fupport them 
l?y the evidence of a pack of perjured Ruffians, who prevari- 
cated fo fhamefuUy, that the Houfe is obliged to fend them 
to Newgate. 

The Right Hon. Petitioner on the Down election, was intitled 
to much relpcdt, not only from his rank as a privy counfellor, 
but for his amiable conduct through life — He had fat many years 
in this Houfe, and in all that time had merited the good opi- 
nion of its members, and he had offered to pay the colls which 
hh petition had incurred ; but what offer has the petitioner made 
in the prefent cafe, or in what point can his condudt be com- 
pared to that of Mr. Stewart ? 

Mr. Marcus Beresford, — As I oppofed the difcharging of the 
order for bringing Mr. Stewart to the bar, I think myfelf ftrongly 
called upon to fupport the prefent motion — I attended on the 
committee, and had there an opportunity of feeing the moft 
ihameful charges, fupported by the moft villainous evidence ; 
by peribns guilty oi fuch open and barefaced perjuries, that I 
believe there has b^en no example of any thing fimilar, and I 
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hope that the juftice of this Houfe will prevent the like ever 
occurring again- It is ('aid that calling the petitioner to our bar, 
may be attended with fatal confequ^nces to hira — I grant it may, 
it may be fatal to his election, it may prevent him from difpenf- 
ing bribes, and from corrupting fiich venal wretches as appeared 
before the committee — but the Houfe will not, I trufl, feel much 
compunction for producing fuch fatal efFedts. 

The Pro'vo/i complained of the charges that had been wan- 
tonly made agiinft him ; how unfounded the committee's report, 
and the honourable opinion entertained of him for three and 
twenty years by the citizens of Cork, beft demonftrated ; thefe 
charges he thought the more cruel, as he being at the head of 
the Univerlity, was ^bound to Ihew to the youth of the king-» 
dom, an example of redtitude, from which, he trufted, he never 
had departed ; and any impeachment- of charafter mufl: be more 
feverely ,felt by him, than by perfons not (landing in fuch a 
confpicuous point of view — ■. — He obferved that no equitable 
reftitution had been thought of or offered by the petitioner, 
whofe conduct was in every re(pe£l fhe very reverie of Mr. 
Stewart's. 

A long defultory converfation now took place, v/hich ended 
in the friends of Mr. Warren propoiing, that: he (hould pay the 
jCofts incurred i)y his petition ; to which purppfe the Attorney 
General moved a refolution that paiTed ui^animoufly. 

■ Sir Edward Ne'wenham obferved, that parliament was at the 
eve of a long recefs } that it had (at for near three months, 
granting large fupplies to the crown ; it had pafTed that moil 
opprefTive — the (lamp a^— r-which muft be expI«^Tned and amend- 
ed — ^^it was too oppreifive — yet no aCl was pafled for the im- 
provement of our jconftitution ; he hoped gentlemen would re- 
turn to that Houfe with minds determined to fupport the rights 
and accede to the wifhes of the nation, which expefted an ade- 
quate reform of reprefentation, a limitation of the influence of 
the crown, and protecting duties ; without the latter, our boafted 
free trade will prove but an empty name : He moved, *^ that the 
Houfe be called over on Monday the 8th of Fefbruary,'and that 
the Speaker do write circular letters to the members, re- 
quiring their attendance, otherwife they would incur the ten- 

fure of parliament." Sir Eckvard then gave notice, that as 

the names of the defaulters were called over, he would move, 
that fuch defaulter betrays the truft repofed in him, by neglecting 
his duty. 

Mr. Chatterton begged the advice of the Houfe ; he faid he 
l^ad been folicited to prefent a petition complaining of an undue 
^lei^ion for Ennifcorthy ; that he knew nothing of the parties^ 
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or the merits of the petition, but requefted to be informed vvhe- 
ther he was bound to prefent the petition or not. 

The Speaker faid, that as every man who applied to the Houfe 
was entitled to juflice^ and as their petitions could only be 
prefented by members, he thought Mr. Chatterton ought to bring 
forward the petition. 

The petition of Alexander Englilh, Efqj complaining of an un- 
due eledtion and return for the borough of Enmfcprthy, was ac-» 
cording] y prefented by Mr, Chatterton, 

An^ the Houfe adjourned to Monday the 26th day of Januarjr 
next. 



Monday, January 26, 1784. 

The Houfe met purfuant to adjournment. 
Several members returned upon new writs, took the oaths and 
their feats accordingly. 

Petitions were received from the linen manufafturers of the 
county of Tyrone, city of Londonderry, and town of Colerain^ 
praying a reftridion on the exportation of linen yarn. Refer- 
red to the committee of trade, 

A petition was prefented, complaining of an undue election for 
Baltinglafs. — Ordered (o be confidered on Friday the 13th day 
pf February next, 

Mr. Alexander Englifh was ordered to ,lodge the corporation 
books of the borough of Ennifcorthy, now in his pofleflion^ with* 
the Clerk of the Houfe, 

Writs were iflued for the feveral places, in the room of the 
late appointed judges. 

The order on the petition complaining of an undue eledtion 
for the county of Clare, was difcharged on the motion of ^'Ir,' 
Brownlow. 

Leave w^s ^ven that the Prime Serjeant, the Attorney Gene- 
ral, the Solicitor General, Mr. Wolfe, Mr. Bennet, and Mr* 
Boyd, attend as council in the Lords on the appeal in the cafe 
pf Hume and Loftus« 

• The order for going into the petition on the county Cavan 
«le6tion was difcharged, but ordered to be coniidered on the lotb 
day of February next. 

Mr. Chatterton prefented a bill for the relief of infolvent per^ 
fons under certain defcriptions. He obferved, that it extended 
to the cafe of the unfortunate debtors, both in and out of the 
Jdngdom, who fliould petition the Houfe, and be found worthy | 
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but to prevent frauds, none could be entitled but thofe to be 
named in a fchedule. He mentioned that inlblvent afts ufually 
liberated only the perfon of the debtor, but this bill alfo dif- 
charged his after-acquired property, upon this principle — that a 
man, giving up his all, ought to become a new man, otherwife 
there could be no room for future exertion in induftry. He then 
moved, *' That all petitions of perfons praying relief (hould be 
prefented on or before the i ft of March next, and no petition to 
be afterwards received. And for the purpofe of preventing fraud, 
and to give notice to the fair creditor, that an alphabetical lift 
of the names, places of abode, and occupations of the feveral 
petitioners^ (heuld immediately after the laid ift of March, be 
printed and fent to the (heriffs of the feveral counties and cities, 
and to the chief magiitrates of the feveral cities and towns corpo- 
rate in this kingdom, to be by them made public within their 
refpedive jurifdidlions.*'— Ordered accordingly. 

The Ennifcorthy petition adjourned to the 1 8th of February 
next, 

Thecit^ of CI ogher petition poftponcd to the 20th ofFebruary. 
The Kilihallock petition poftponed to the 23d February. 

Right Hon. Mr. Brownlcnv— Sir, an omiilion of a very necef- 
fary mcafure took place the laft day we met here, that was, Mr. 
Speaker, to return vou our thanks for the very able fpeech which 
you then delivered m prelenting the money bills at the bar of the 
Houfe of Lords, a fpeech which refiedted the higheft honour on 
Yonrfelf, and gave the utmoft fatisfaction to the members of this 
rloufe, whom I ihall now move, to return you their thanks for 
your fpeech delivered at the bar of the Houfe of Lords. — *— 
Whereupon the Houfe 

Refolved, nfm con. That the thanks of this Houfe be given to 
the Right Hon. Mr. Speaker, for the excellent fpeech made by 
him at the bar of the Houfe of Peers, on prefenting the money 
bills on Monday the 226. day of December, and that he be rb- 
quefted to print the fame. 

Mr. Attornty General hid, that the fudden rife in the price of 
oats and barley had given very ferious cauie to apprehend a fear- 
city of thefe grains, particularly in the northern parts of the 
kingdonls, where the price was out of all proportion to the 
fouthern counties, as for inftance, in Wexford oat^meal was gs. 
an hundred, 'which was a dear price for that county } but in 
Derry it was from 1 85. to 20/. Every fpecies of .grain was dear 
in the North, but oats being that on which the inhabitants chiefly 
depended, a fcarcity thereof would be moft felt, and that fcarcity 
was every day likely to encreafe, as. the diftillers finding it im- 
poffible to fupply themfelves with barley, were every day buy- 
ing up and malting great quantities of oats^ moreover by the ex* 
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periment of laft year, it had been demon (Irated, that a fupply 
of foreign oats could not be obtained^ even by a bounty, whereas 
a fupply of wheat was readily to be had. Upon thefe confide- 
rations he thoughn it neceifary to move the Houfe, that an hnm* 
ble addrefs be prefented to Ins Excellency tht Lord Ueutenant, 
to deiire that his Excellency will be pleafed,« with the advice 
of the privy Council, to take fuch meafures as may feem meet 
CO prevent and to guard a^ainft a fcarcity of oats and barley, of 
which, from the prefent high prices of (uch grain in many parts 
of the kingdom, there feem to be apprehenfions, and well founded, 
and to aiTure his Excellency that this Houfe will concur in fuch 
ads as may be thought neceffary to give efficacy or fan^ion to 
the fame. 

Mr, Toler — I do not mean to give any oppofition to the prefent 
motion, though I confefs that 1 am not by any means a friend 
to embargoes ^ but, I rife tp inform the Houfe, that any appre- 
henfion of fcarcity is ill founded, for I am well afliired, that 
in the fouthern counties there is the greateft redundancy of grain, 
and that an ample fupply would be afforded from them to the north 
if the trade were free and open, but while mobs can aflemble to 
regulate the corn trad« by their own caprice, both the farmer of 
the fouth and the confumer of the north will fuffer. At Clonmell, 
a mob of two hundred perfons affembled by found of horn, and 
broke into the mills of fome quakers, as worthy men as any in 
the kingdom, who by their induftry and integrity have greatly 
contributed to the public advantage ; from thefe mills the mob 
took all the grain they could find, and, to prevent its being fent 
to the North, fold it for what they thought proper in the middle 
, of the town, while, as I am well authorifed to fay,- the mayor of 
Clonmell did not do what he ought to difcourage or prevent this 
outrage. But I truft that government will take the moft de- 
cided meafures againfl thofe daring violators of the public peace, 
and all their abettors. I am the more anxious that the meafure 
of an embargo (hould be well confidered before it is adopted, as 
I am convinced the frequency of it will annihilate the corn trade 
of Ireland } and as 1 am certain there is no occafion for it at pre- 
fent, for the very town of ClonmeD, of which I have fpoken, 
lying in the midft of a fertile country, could by means of the 
rjver Suir, fend adiftance to the greater part of the north, if a fuf- 
ficient force wai fhtioned there to preferve the freedom of trade 
and the public tranquility ; and I think his Excellency deferves 
praife for his exertion in fending a body of troops thither for that 
purpofe. 

Mr, Attorney General explained that he had not the meafure of 
an embargo in contemplation. 

Secretary Hamiltw aflured the Houfe, that his Excellency had 
Caken, and was determined to purfue the mofl vigorous meafures 
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to prefervc the peace, and to prevent any fcarcity, natural or 
artificial. ^ 

The Pro<vofi feemed to think that there was fomet^ing extremely 
myfterious in the management of corn bufinefs : At Cork there 
is, he faid, almoft ten pounds of bread for a (hilling — at Dub- 
lin fcarcely eight, notwithftanding the advantage of land carriage 
bounty. — — At Cork, twenty-one pounds of potatoes (called a 
weight) coft three pence — in Dublin, every fourteen pounds of 
potatoes coft 6^d, if bought in large quantities, yet he threw no 
blame on the Lord Mayor, who, he faid, he believed a good fort 
of man, and one that did his duty, but he was certain there was 
a fraud fomewhere. 

He faid, that he knew of but three methods, of relieving the 
northern counties, by an embargo, by ftopping the diftilleries, 
or by giving a bounty on importation of grain — and he trufted 
government would adopt the moft elFeftual. 

He faid, he- had obferved that once in every three years, 
for at leaft five and twenty years paft, the north of Ireland had 
been in fimilar diftrefs for corn, and that he had often revolved 
in his mind the neceflity of eftablifhing granaries in that part of 
the kingdom, and that the bounty given on the exportation of 
corn fliould alfo. be given on its carriage coaftways to thefe gra- 
naries, until they (hould be replete — their fize and capacity being 
regulated by the neceffity of the places where they (hould be efta- 
blilhed. He thought Newry, Belfaft, and Derry, the proper 
places to make the firft experiments, which might be done with 
little expence, nay, might even produce a profit. He begged the 
northern gentlemen would give this fubjeft their attention. 

Mr. C§l<viU faid, that the difference of prices, and the threat- 
ened fcarcity, did not arifefrom any deficiency of com, but from 
the mobs, who would not fuffer it to be tranljported from places 
Msrhere it was plenty to others that were in diftrefs, and this, he 
laid, ever would be the cafe until it was made capital to obflrud 
the corn trade. Government, he faid, ought to interfere with a 
(Ironghand, and check the boldnefs of thole rioters that had plun- 
dered the mills at Clonmell — government ought to fupport the 
profecution of them, and not leaVe the burden or the odium of 
it on individuals. He faid, if the white^boy a6t had been ex- 
tended to fuch rioters as thofe of Clonmell, as he had propofed, 
the Houf^ would not have heard cither of the plunder by them 
committed, or of a threatened fcarcity in the north 5 for he well 
knew that that fcarcity did not arife from any want of provifion, 
but from want of freedom of trade. , He difapproved the idea of 
granaries. , 

Mr. tojhr was convinced there was a fufficiency of com in the 
yngdom if it was properly diflributed. The Right Hon, Provoft 
had faid, there were but three ways to avert the threatened evil. 
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but he humbly apprehended a fourth might be found, that was to 
give the fame bounty on the carriage of corn coaftways from the 
ibuth to the north, that was given upon the exportation thereof 
to foreign countries. 

Mr. Corry thanked the Provoft for his ingenious plan of fupply- 
ing the north by means of granaries: Newry, the town he re- 
preftnted, was enrinently fitted for fuch a meafure, becaufe on 
the entrance of a canal navigable to Lough-neagh ; he faw the 
undertaking replete with every advantage, and promiied his ut- 
moft fupport whenever the Provoft fhould think proper to intro- 
djuce it. 

The motion for the addrefs was then agreed to unanimoufly^ 
and ordered that the faid addrefs be prefented to his Excellency 
by fuch members of thia Houfe as are of his Majefty's moft honour- 
able privy council. 

The Right Hon. Mr. Attorney General informed the Houfe that 
he was commanded by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant to ac- 
quaint them, that it was his Excellency's pleafure that this Houfe 
do adjourn itfelf until Monday the 9th day of February next. 

And the queftion being put, that the Houfe do adjourn itfelf 
until Monday the 9th day of February next, it was carried in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. Molyneux moved the Houfe to prefent an addrefs to his 
Majefty, expreffive of their fatisfaftion at the difmiflion of his 
late miniftry, and of their determination to fupport him againft 
the machinations of all who oppofe his rightful prerogative. 

He condemned in the ftiongeft terms the late miniftry ; be- 
flowed the utmoft praife, on Mr. Pitt, who, he faid, had given 
the nobleft proofs that he deferved the public confidence ; and 
concluded, that he could not for a moment doubt, but that the 
Houfe felt the fame indignation that he felt at the daring at- 
tempts that had been made on the prerogative of their fovereiga^ 
and that lifce him they would be eager to exprefs it. 

The Attorney General faid, he could not fee the propriety of 
thelrifh Houfe of Commons interfering between the contending 
parties of England; for himfelf he fcorned the idea of attaching 
himfelf to any faction, and he hoped the Houfe would be mind- 
ful of its own dignity, and avoid becoming a partizan. 

As the queftion of adjournment was previoufly moved and pat, 
the Speaker declared he could put no other. 

The Houfe adjourned till Monday the 9th day of February 
next. 
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The Right Honourable Mr. Speakbk^s Speech to hh Ezcil-^ 
LENCT the Lord Lieutenant at the Bar of the Hoiife 
of Peers, on prefenting the Money Bilk for the Royal Aife&t^ 
December 22, 1783, 

MfljF it pleafeyonr Excellency , 

HISTORY cannot furnifli many inftance^ of fuch remarkabl^ 
events as have happened in the courfe of the laft feven years % o^ 
thefe none are more worthy of obfervation than the chsmges in 
the human mind, and the more io^ becaufe they have been pro- 
duced by caufes, from which they were the leaft to have been 
ezpeded. New tenets, more confonant to the principles of hu- 
manity and juflice, have been univerfally adopted in civil and 
religious policy ; thefe are the happy but uneipeded fruits of 
■the calamities of war. In other countries national beneiits may 
have compenfated for national misfortunes, but it has been the- 
peculiar felicity of this kingdom to acquire the former without 
feeling the feverities of the latter ; to her fteady virtue flie owes 
thefe glorious attainments, and by her virtue, I am confident Ihe 
will preferve them, and tranfmit to pofterity unimpaired the Bri- 
tilh conftitution, the very efTence ot which is liberty and order. 
Good government and liberty are infeparable, they are neccffary 
to and mutually fupport and protect each other, and neither can 
exifl -without the other. The Commons, iince the commence- 
ment of this feliion, have directed their attention to thofe impor- 
tant objeds, which were fo wifely recommended to them by your 
Excellency, to improve and fecure thofe advantages, which had 
been acquired in the laft parliament ; they have aU'o made provi- 
fion, without laying any new burthens upon the people, tor the 
honourable fupport of his Majefty's government, and for the dif- 
charge of the arrears upon the eftabluhments ; and they haye the 
fullelt confidence that your Excellency will reprefent them to his 
Majefly as loyal, dutiful and afFeftionate fubjedts. 



Monday, February 9, 1784. 

The Houfe met purfuant to' adjournment. 

Several members returned upon new writs were fworn^ and 
took their feats. 

Mr. George Montj^omery prefented a petition from the yarn deal- 
ers of the county of Cavan. — Referred to the committee of trade. 

Hon. Mr. John B$urke moved that Sir Lucius O'Brien be 
added to the committee of privileges, — Ordered accordingly* 

Several petitions from infolvent debtors were prefented, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 
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Mr. George Montgomery reported from the committee to whom 
the petition of John Henry, Efqj was referred, He then moved 

for leave to bring in a bill purfuant to faid report. Leave 

given. 

Mr. Molyneux moved that the proper officers lay before the 
Houfe the produce of the Irifh poft office accruing from the 
poftage of foreign and domeilic letters, from the ift of January 
1782, to the ift of January, 1784.— Ordered accordingly. 

Sir John Blag viere brought in a bill for ' extending the provi* 
fions of an zSt for the naturalization of foreigners .-*^He immedi* 
atety prefented the bill ; • it was read a firft time, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr, Hatton complained of an infringement of an order of the 
Houfe, by William Alexander Englifti, Efq; who in negleQ there- 
of, had omitted lodging the; corporation books of E^inifcorthy 
with the Clerk gf the Houfe. He therefore moved, •* That the 
faid William Alexander Englifl], £fqs be ordered forthwith to 
attend at the bar." 

The meffen^er who bad ferved the order, being then called, 
faid he had ferved the order on Mr. Englilh's fervant maid, 
who had handed it to a gentleman in a parlour. But being 
afked whether he knew that gentleman to.be Mr. Engliib, either 
by his perfon or voice, anfwered in the negative. 

It being observed that Mr. Engliih was at the bar, it was 
then moved, that William Alexander Englifl},. Efq; do attend 
at the bar forthwith. — ^Which was ordered accordingly, and Mr. 
Engliih having attended accordingly, he was called iii. 

Mr. Speaker, — Were you, Mr. Engliih, ferved with the order 
of this Houfe to deliver up the books of the corporation of 
Ennifqorthy ? 

Mr, Englijb (at the bar) — I was not legally ferved, as in the 
order, I was directed t6 deliver the books in the day I was ferv- 
ed, which was dividing the day. 

Mr. Par/oHs* — I move that Mr, Engliih deliver the books forth- 
with. 

The Speaker repeated the motion to Mr. Engliih, 

Mx.EMgUjb* — It is not in my power; the books are not now 
in my poifeilion, but that of a gentleman whofe name I anx 
not at liberty to tell, and who is at this time at Ballymahon. 

Attorney General, — Mr. Engliih muil tell who is the gentleman 
that has the books, that he may be ferved with an order. 
. Mr. Engliih refuied, being, he faid, on his honour bound. 

Mr. Corry faid, though he had found Mr. Engliih, both before 
and while a member of that Houfe, a very proper and inde- 
pendent member of parlianaent, he found it neceiiary, for the 
honour of the Hoiile, to move a cenfure upon hixo, iudh only. 
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however, as many membeiB of that Houfe had often iric»rred^- 
That Alexander EnghUb, Efqi be committed to the cuftody of 
the Serjeant at Arms. 

Mr. £ngli(h> however, promifing that he would do his utmoft 
to have the books delivered up as foon as poflible, Mr. Corry 
withdrew his motion. 

It was then ordered. That William Alexander Engliib, £fq; do 
this night lodge the corporation books and the charter of the bo- 
rough of Ennifcorthy, in the county of Wexford, and all the pam- 
pers concerning the faid borough wluch he took into his pofTelfiony 
with the Clerk of this Houie, and that the Speaker do call 
him to the bar, and notify to him the faid order. 

And Mr. Englifh was accordingly called in, and Mr. Speaker 
notified to him the faid order, and he was then ordered to 
withdraw. 

The order for taking into confideration the petition of the 
Hon. John Tames Maxwell, complaining of an undue eledtion 
and return for the county Cavan, on Tuefday the loth day of 
February next, at two o'clock, being upon motion read — Order- 
ed, That the faid order be difcharged. 

Ordered, That the faid petition be taken into confideration 
en Monday the 23d day of February inflant, at two o'clock. 

Mr. Corry obferved, that many of our unfortunate and deluded 
countrymen, who had been inveigled to emigrate to America, 
had fuffered the greateft hardfhips, and fome had even loft their 
lives, by undertaking the voyage in veffels infufficiently pro- 
vided with feamen, with accommodations, and with provifions. 
To prevent the like difafters in future, he moved for leave 
to bring in a bill, to regulate the accommodation and provifion 
of (hips failing to diflant parts. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill to regulate 
the manning, vidualling, watering, accommodations, and other 
things in (hips carrying pa(rengers from Ireland to diftant parts; 
and that Mr. Corry, Mr. Fofter, and Sir Lucius O'Brien, do pre* 
pare and bring in the fame. 

The Attorney General acquainted the Houfe, that he was di- 
refted by the Lord Lieutenant to requeft the Houfe would ad- 
journ itfelf to Wednefday the iSth indant. He faid that his 
Excellency, immediately on the minifterial change which had 
taken place in England, had fent his refignation, which refig- 
nation was accordingly accepted the 7th of January, fince which 
there was no communication between him and the new mini dry 
refpefting the government of this kingdom, except the meflage 
from his Majefty for adjournment, which had been delivered 
to the Houfe the 26th of laft month. At prefent, as no pac- 
kets had arrived thefe five days, every thing was uncertain. 
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Right Hon. Mr. Brtmjnlenv faid, the Right Hon. Gentleman 
who fpoke laft had only done his duty — his conduft on every 
pccafion was truly reifpe^lable. He had certainly now adted 
in a candid and manly manner, but be did his duty as an 
officer of the crown. They ought to adt as the reprefentative* 
of the people. He then moved an amendment, ** That next 
Wednefday be fubftituted for Wednefday fen'night." 

Sir Lucius O^Brien (who this day took his feat) faid, that he 
faw no reafon for any adjournment, on. account of a fquabWe 
for power among a few in England, efpecially at a time when 
the (Ituation of this country required fo much of the attention of 
the Houfe of Commons. The diftrefles of our poor, the fear- 
city of grain, rendered every day greater by the diftillers, who 
turn bread to poifon ; our commerce, not however that phan- 
tom called protedHng duties, which he was convinced, if carried 
into execution, would injure what they meant to ferve ; our 
contefted elections, and many other matters with which the 
Lord Lieutenant or his frinds in England had nothing to do. 

Mr. Jones (of Li (burn), faid, it Ihould be no concern of Irifh- 
men, whether Mr. Pitt or Mr. Fox were to be at the helm of 
power. Their own internal intereft (hould employ the atten- 
tion of that Houfe, without becoming party men. 

Mr. Browne (of the College) demonftrated the abfurdity of 
the parliament of Ireland fufpending the bufinefs of the king- 
dom', betaufe truly the grand yifir is out of humour; and faid 
that all who refpe^d his Majefty fbould vote againft an ad- 
journment propofed by Lord Northington, who was actually in. 
oppofition to the King. 

Major Doyle, — I rife with great diffidence to exprefs my ap- 
probation of the amendment offered by the Right Honourable 
Gentleman near me, and my coniequent diifent to the queflion 
of adjournment propofed by his Majefty*s minifterj and indeed 
it would {eem, that the reafons adduced by that gentleman, to 
convince the Houfe of the necellity of adjourning are fo many 

arguments again ft its expediency His Excellency the Lord 

Lieutenant fends to the Houfe defiring it to adjourn, and the 
reafon given by his minifter, is, that he has religned his office, 
and is in fad no longer Viceroy. — Now, Sir, it appears to me, 
that he either, is, or is not Lord Lieutenant; if he is, the lea- 
fon given for adjourning falls to the ground — If he is not, he 
cannot fend to us as Lord Lieutenant to adjourn. If there is 
anarchy and confufion in the councils of England, thank Hea- 
ven there is tranquility and temper in this country; to preferve 
which, th6 deliberative wifdom of parliament (liould be as little 
interrupted as ppllible. The violence of fadtion in tliat kingdom 
may render it neceffary to adjourn or dilfolve their parliament; 
but fortunately no fuch necelfity exifts here ; on the contrary, 

Aa 
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there is every demand for the deliberation of the Houfe at this 
critical junclure. The arrangement of a complete commercial 
fyftem with the States of America, not only requires your ful- > 
left invefligation, but that you fhould not lofe a moment, in 
feizingit while the predileftion of America is ftrongin your fa- 
vour, for you have many powerful attd iniidious rivals for her 
commerce, who (having conferred recent obligations on her) 
\vill cdrry her off from us, ifwefeize not the critical moment 
' of her partiality. There are alfo feveral petitions depending for 
the difcufTion of the Houfe ; by deferring to enter into their me- 
rit*?, you will do injuftice to many of the parties and entail a 
confiderable expence upon them all. • Bat if none of thefe 
reafons have any weight, let me call your attention to the cry- 
ing neceflities of oor f!arving manutadturers; and 1 do it with 
a greater confidence, from a convidtion that thefe jinfortunate 
men will find a warm advocate in the breaft of every man 
whom 1 have now the honour to addrefs, ' 

The fubjeft. Sir, belongs not to party, it is a fubje(*l of 
humanity, and as fuch comes home to every . bread. 1 would, 
not. Sir, wound your feelings, by dwelling upon the fad detail 
of complfcated woe, the difmal portion of thefe unhappy men. 
The melancholy pi6liire, alas ! requires not the high colouring 
of pathetic defcription; every corner of your capital gives proore 
of its exiftence'; and there is nothing b'ult complaining in your 
ftreets. 

Ir is not long fihCe a groupe of famiflied figures (impelled by 
• hunger) fought thefe gates for fuccour. They were feen flir- 
ting like fpedres through your avenues — They \vere moving 
(hadows of their former felves. Thfey clung about your por- 
tico?, irnploring bread; but they fought not the bread of idle- 
nefs, they fought by honeft labour, to earn the bread of induftry 
for their wretched women and craving infants. For this have I 
heard thefe very people ftiled licentious, but where are the 
marks of their Ifcentioufnefs ? I will tell you — that hunger 
which forces through ftone walls, was here arretted at your 
threfhold, through refpedl to you. Was this licentious ? What 
did they demand ? They alked you as a boon, for what if they 
had been licentious, Ihould have been their puniihment. They 
alked you for hard labour. 0rd this in thefe men feem licen- 
tious ? Yet there are thofe who fay they were licentious, and^ 
they are all honourable men. I am fure there is n6 man here 
who is indifferent to the diftrefles- of a fellow creature: Shall we 
.' then pity tlie forrows of an individual j and (hall that foft af- 
feftion lofe its force when the ot)je£t' of its operations are 
multiplied? Shall we^ feel the fufferings of one man, and Ihall 
we be indifferent to thofe of one thpufand ? That we may 
remove thefe diftreffes, as far as lies in our power, and that 
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we may carry through the bufinefs of the nation, at prefent 
impeded by faction, I (hall vote for the amendment. 
Captain Burgh fpoke for the adjournment. 
Sir Hercules Langrijbe faid, that the words of the meflage prov- 
ed that his Excellency did not mean any breach of parliamentary 
privilege. He faid, that parliament, conlifting of| King, Lords 
and Commons, could not aft if any of thefe branches was de- 
fedive. That in the prefent cafe the regal branch might be 
confidered as abfent, his «Excellency not chuling to a£t, and 
therefore \t would be highly improper to proceea without his 
concurrence. He had fat, he faid, twenty-five years in parlia-' 
ment, and never had known the Lord Lieutenant's requefl: to 
adjourn refufed. 

Mr. O^Hara thought an adjournment of two or three days 
fufficiently long. At a time when the petitions of the different 
counties required attention, and feveral things remained to be 
done to relcue from famine the poor of the kingdom, they 
would not difcharge their duty to their conftituents by pod* 
poning their interefts to thofe contending fadion in the iider 
kingdom; for this was the real, let what would be the pre- 
tended caufe, of the Right Hon. Gentleman's motion. 

The Right Hon. Attorney General faid, he never adopted any 
meafure whofe motive he would be alhamed to avow. In the 
prelent uniettled fituation of affairs, his Excellency had thought 
proper to fend his-refignation, he therefore did not imagine it deli^ 
cate in him to a6t, till a fuccelTor (hould be appointed. The 
condudt in his Excellency was open and noble-*-it had no re- 
tro fpedt to contending parties in England*-— he was therefore 
happy to co-operate in* it. , - ^ 

Sir Henry Ca'uendijb quoted the journals of the Houfe, to 
prove that the adjournment moved for was an infringement of 
parliamentary order. 

Prime Serjeant Scott, — I own this debate has taken a very 
different turn from what I expeded ; but let us examine, the 
matter fairly, and I am convinced gentlemen will not think 
their oppofitioa to his Excellency's requed well founded: A 
Lord -Lieutenant who, while in power, does his utmoft for the 
public good, relijiquiflies that power, and confonant to that aft^ 
requefts to be excufed from proceeding to bufinefs of impor- 
tance. Had his.Excelleqcy intended any thing to the injury 
of this country, he would have concealed his refignation ; but 
he has a6led_lii?, a^^ao of honour towards ..us, and we are 
bound to ad as men of honour towards him. The firft ad- 
journment did jiot originate with him, but from the royal mef- 
fage ;. this is a continuation of that meafure. There are . now 
four packets due, perhaps they may bring new inftrudtions to 
his Excellency, perhaps a fuccefTor; in cither cafe it would be 
highly imprudent in the Houfe to oppofe this meflTage. If 
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a facccfTor comes, he will bring his in(bru£lions and his mea- 
fures along with him ; but if his prefent Excellency is to con- 
ti nue, may he not fay hereafter, how changeable are the lri& ? 
When firft I had powei, Jjow complaifant were they to my 
wilhes — when I laid down that power for a time, how foon did 
they turn their backs upon me; and now that I have reaflumed 
it — but I will not anticipate, I ihall only fay, that fuch con- 
duct would be unworthy the Irifh nation, fo unlike the cha- 
racter of men that effect great purpofes by conciliatory meaas^ 
that I am convinced will never find fupport in this Houfe. 
The quedion on the amendment being put, there appeared 
Ayes, — — 42 

Noes, — -r- — 1 08 

Majority, — — 66 

The main queftion v/as then carried. » 

The Right Hon. Mr. Speaker reported tliat he had, purfuanC 
to order, communicated, by letter, to the Right Hon. Sir George 
Auguftus Eliott, Governor of Gibraltar,. the refolution of this 
Houfe of the i6th Odtober, 17 S3, to whfch he was pleafed, 
hy letter, to return the following anfwer : 

' ** S I R, Gibraltar^ December i6th, 1783. 

I intreat you to accept my be^ thanks for your very obliging 
letter cf the 18th O6lober, (received this day) conveying the refo- 
lution of the Hottfe of Commons 16th Odober, 1763, an ho- 
nour far exceeding the moO^ fanguine expectations which could 
be formed on the. prcfumption of fuclj feeble endeavours for 
the'publick fervice, although now they will appear in a raoft 
advantageous light, being, dignified by the approbation of that 
honourable Hojule. . . 

I humbly requeft. Sir, you will pleafe to offer my moft 
rcfpedlful acbiowledgments for this very diftinguiibed mark of 
their favour. I am, bir, 

with refpeft, 
' ^ * your moft obedient, 

The Riqht Hcncnrahle and mod humble fervant, 

the Speaker. G. A. ELIOT T.'' 

The Houfe adjourned to the 1 8th of February ♦ 



Wednesday, February i8,.I78'3. 

As foon as th? Speaker' had taken the chair, a committee 
was ballotted for to try the Ennifcorthy petition, and or^ere4 
X9 iiC on Mondaw 
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Afterwards Sit Boyle Roche, and three other members, werfe 
fworn. 

On the motion of Mr. Chatterton, a claufe in favour of fogitivei 
was ordered to be inferted in tlie infolventf bill. '-' 

The petition complaining of an undue eleftion for the city 
of Ciogher, was withdrawn, in confequenCQ of a motion for 
that purpofe, made on behalf of the petitioners. Mr. Si, Gebrge, 
however, (one of the fitting members) (aid, that he came down 
to the HoLife fully determined to oppofe that motion; but as 
his worth \ colleague had given his confent tq jf, he would not 
a^ in oppofition to hiip in a ;iiatter wherein they were equally 
concerned. 

Right Hon. J, Ponfinhy entreated the. interpoficion of the 
Houle in favour of the numerous poor now out of employment, 
and whom a timely relief only could, ehalsle to fubQft. He 
would not attempt to take up the time of the Houfe in expa- 
tiating on the miferies of thei'e poor people ; every gentleman's 
ieni'e? and feelings had anticipated him, and fpqke more forcibly 
than any language he was maftet of. He felt, but could not 
paint the degree of calamity the miferable people had to ftrug- 
gle with, and would, therefore, without farther preface, move, 
that the Houfe come to the following refolution : 

Refolved, That an humble addrefs be prefented to his JEx- 
cellency the Lord Lieutenant, requefting that his Excellency 
will be pleafed to lay before his Mdjefty the humble defire of 
this Houfe, that his Majefty will be gracioufly pealed to give 
dirctlions that a fum, not exceeding the fum of 3000/. be ilTued 
from his Majefty's trealury, in fucli portions and to fuch per- 
Tons as his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant Ihall appoint, to 
be dillributed for the relief of the poor in the city of Dublin, 
and that this Houfe will make' good .the fame. 

Mr. ConoUy feconded the motion, and faid he was fo convinced 
of its propriety and necelfity, ihat he thought the fum too little : 
his countrymen were diftrefled, and delerved to have more 
^one to relieve their difficulties. 

The Right Hon. the fro-vGfl and Mr. R, Lon^fieU rifing to- 
gether, and each infifting he was up tirft^ there was an inter- 
ruption of bufinefs for fome little time. The Pro^ofly at laft, 
obferving with much good humour, that he knew his colleague 
was going, himfelf, to fay fomethin<^ in favour of Corke, and on 
Mr. Longfiela' s anfwering yes, laid, he was happy they were both 
lb fanguine in the fame caule, and was fitting down, when he 
was called on by the chair. 

He then faid> that the attention of the Houfe was equally 
due to the kinjgdom in general; that the city he reprefcated. 
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chough it fell ihort of being half as large as Dublin, by feme 
hundreds of houfesy yet if computed by the number of inhabitants^ 
as its houfes contained more people, it bore a greater proportion, 
greater ftill, if. computed by the taxes and other aids it paid to- 
wards the maintenance of the ftate : Though he underilood from 
good authority, that the diftrefles of the poor were not as great 
in other parts of the kingdom a* in the metropolis, neverthelefs; 
they were of that magnitude as to req^iire relief. However, as 
he believed his Hon. Colleague meant to advance fome prupo* 
lition in favour of the city they - both bad the- honour to re- 
prelent, he would content himfelf with faying, that any mo- 
tion tending to that end ihould meet his moil hearty fup- 
poct. 

Mr. Longfield thought much gratitude due from the Hou(e to 
Cork, as t&eir trade ferved every gentleman of landed intereft. 
He then moved an amendment to be made to the faid refo' 
lution, by inferring after the word ** Dublin," the words, *' and 
a fum not exceeding 1,506/. be 'iflued from his Majedy's Trea- 
fury, in fuch portions and to fuch pcrfcns as his Excellency 
iball appoint, to be diftrjbuted for the relief of the poor of the 
city of Cork." 

^\v Hugh Hill f srfter enlarging on the diftrefles of the northern 
parts of the kingdom, and reprefenting tbe difficulties they la- 
boured under from the .high price of provifions, moved as an a- 
'mendment, " that the fum of 500/. be added for the relief of Lon- 
donderry." 

Sir Hfnry Ca^endijh propofed an amendment in favour of the bo- 
rough of Lifmore ; and faid money Ihould be granted to fet peo- 
ple to work, and not to p omote idlenefs. To fuch a degree v»'as 
idlenefs advanced, that there might be {ttn tv/enty or thirty ftur- 
*dy beggars in a knot, and grown fo outrageous as to offer force ift 
fome meafure. He (hould not be furprized, if, in a (hort time, 
they forced people's doors, and took their property whether they 
would or not. Charity alfo (hould be general, and extended to 
every part of the kingdom. The borough of Lifmore, whofe ad- 
vocate he now was, had beeil fo diftreffed from the high price of 
provifions this year and the laft, as to require the aid of par- 
liament. 

Mr. Greene faid, that when other places were providing for, he 
thought it proper to fay a word in favour of the borough of Dun- 
garvan ; it had its necefllties, and he trufled it would meet with 
an equal confideration in proportion to its claim. It had this me- 
rit at lead, that though equal neceilitoufly it could not be faid 
to be equally importunate, for except, when he fpoke in its fe- 
vour, its name was not heard of in parliament. 

Mx. Montgomery nTgzA the neceflities of the people of Ca van, 
and implored the afllftance of parliament. 
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Sir John Blaquiere obferved, that as the relief could not be ge- 
heral, the amendmeiits orjy tended to clog the motion for aflift- 
ing the poor of the metropolis. He would therefore, beginning 
with that for Corke, have the queftion put on the amendments one 
by one, and give them his negative. 

Mr. Curren faid, the diftrefles ofi;he poor was greater in Dub- 
lin than in the other parts of the kingdom.' Here they had no 
dependance but their iparkets, which were more uncertain iu 
their nature than the produdt of the land. The country had alfo 
more refources ; he therefore thought that every man who felt 
for the misfortunes of his fellow-citizens would concur in the ori- 
ginal motion. 

Mr. Con&lly remarked, that though the kingdom could ill bear 
the granting away money, yet he concurred in the motion from , 
the urgency of its objedt, as 25,000 fouls were really ftarving ! — 
He hoped fuch a plan would be adopted by that Houle as would 
prevent a famine, either by allowing the importation of grain, by 
an embargo, or otherwife. — He could not but do juftice to the 
humanity of the citizens of Dublin, which was conspicuous, and 
he thought the houfe of induftry truly ufeful. 

Mr. Sack'ville Hamilton thought it beft that the matter fhould 
be confined to the city of Dublin, as the diftrefs was evident un- 
der their own eyes, and truly alarming. 

Mr. Hartley was of opinion that the poor of Cork did not bear 
as great proportion to thofe of Dublin, as the number of inhabit- 
ants in the one city did, to the inhabitants of the other. Where- 

ever the rich dwelt, the poor would be fure to come. Here 

was the feat of government, of parliament, the courts of juftice, 
and the refidence of the nobility and gentry. It was natural for 
the poor to alTemble where fomethi ng was to be had, or where 
there was a probability of getting employment. In three manu- 
fafturing parifbes in this city, were 21,000 poor; and though 
the fubfcriptions to the houfe of induftry had been very liberal, 
yet they were found inadequate to relieve fo many. It would ill 
become him, while he was talking in favour of the poor of this 
metropolis, to prevent relief from being extended to other parft 
of the kingdom. But, however, he hoped gentlemen would 
not, by periifting in their amendments, clog the motion. 

Sir Lucius 0'*Brien faid, that wdile they were deliberating, the 
poor were ftarving ; and that he voted from the preffing urgency 
of theoccafion. 

Mv, Dillon thought the relief fhould be general — In the part 
of the kingdom he lived (Connaught) there exifted the utmoft 
danger of a famine. This, he faid, was to be attributed to the 
great number of illicit ftills, whence it happened, that the corn 
which ought to ferve to maintain the people, was moftly bought 
up to b^ diftilled. — But if the commiffioners of the revenue would 
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give proper afliftance, the gentlemen of thecountrj would aflbci- 
ate to put a (lop to this practice. 

Sir Ednvard Newenbam faid, the Right Honourable Member 
(the Provoft) has declared, that he wiflied for fome general or 
univerfal mode of giving bread to, or maintaining the poor of this 
kingdom — I will fuggeft a fure and permanent mode, and hope 
for the Right Honourable Member's afliftance • let him by his in- 
tereft and great abilities fupport a juft bill for protecting duties j 
then Ireland will flourifb, and we (hall not hear of ftarving ma- 
nufadurers; let us banifli foreign fopperies, and be content with, 
home manufactures; ready money is but a temporary relief; pro- 
tcfting duties will produce a permanent iecurity againft want in 
the lower order of the people ;• thefe hard working men oughtto 
be our particular care. 

Sir Henry Hartjicn^e thought that fom thing ought to be done 
before the Houfe adjourned, in favour of the poor. 

Mr. O'^i^r^ felt the necellity^ of doing fome thing in favour, of 
the poor, and promifed to fupport whatever tended to that pur- 
pofe. 

The queftion was then put, that the words. propo fed by way of 
amendment, ftandpart ofthe refolution.— ^It palfed in the ne- 
gative. 

And the queftion being put, that the Houfe do agree in the 
faid refolution.— It was carried in the affirmative. 

, Ordered, That the faid addrefs be prefented to bis Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant by fuch members of this Houfe as are of his 
Majefty's moft honourable privy council. 

Sir jQhv Parnely from the feledt committee appointed to try the 
merits of the petition of WiUiam Alexander, Engli(h, £fq; com- 
plaining of an undue election and return for the borough of JEnnif- 
corthy, in the county of Wexford, informed the Houfe,. that the 
committee defired leave to adjourn to Monday the a3d day of Fe- 
bruary inftant, and afligned feveral fpecial caules to induce the 
Houfe to give fuch leave. 

Refolved, That the faid committee, for the fpecial caufes io 
affigned to the Houfe, have leave to adjourn to Monday the 
;>3<l day of February inftant, at eleven o'clock. 

The order for taking into confideration the petition of John 
Bateman "and Robert Johnfton, Efqrs. complaining of an undue 
cledtion and return for the city ofClogher, on Friday the 20th 
day of February inftant, at two of the clock, being upon motion 
read. 

Ordered, That the faid order be difcharged. 

Ordered, That leave be given to withdraw the faid petition.* — 
And the fanae was withdrawn accordingly. 

The Right Honourable the Attorney General begged leave to 
inform the Houfe, that he was ordered by his Excellency th c 
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Lord Lmutcnant to fignify to them hife Majefty*s deiire, received 
by his Excellency, that they adjourn till Monday, and that in 
acting thus, the Lord Lieutenant only obeyed hisMajefty's com- 
mand, for that two hours after their laft adjournment, the royal 
commai^d wa^ figaiiied to his Excellency, that their adjournment 
(bould beibra fortnight, to compleat which, the time interven- 
ing between this and Monday was neceflary. — He added, that an 
official account had arrived of the appointment of his Grace of 
Rutland to the government of this kingdom, which was an ad- 
dition al reafon for his Excellencjf*s requeuing an adjournment. — 
He fincerely hoped, that the diftradlions in England would not 
prevent the bufmefs of this country, and moved tlwt.tlie Houfe, at 
' its riTing, do adjourn till Monday, 

Honourable Denis ^roay»^ oppofed the adjournment, be;au(c 
much bufinefs wfas to come before the Houfe ; the parlii»mentry 
reform, and protecting ddties would require much time for difcul- 
fion, and befides no fatisfa£lory reafbn had been ailigned for it. — 
He then moved, that Thurfday the 19th of February be fubfti- 
tuted for next Monday. 

^\x Henry Cavendijh thought the times required fomething more 
than adjoumm^ts, and aflced if they were to conlent to the ad- 
journment, whether the bufmefs of the nation would go on on 
Monday.. . , • 

Sir L»a«i 0'i5r/>» thought tliis a bad way of fignrfyinghisMa- 
jefty^s commands, as it wanted both form and precedent. When 
his'Majefty thought proper to Tend a meffage to that Houfe, it 
was alwa;^s in writing ; it (hould be received uncovered, and then 
entered on the journals. However, he faid, he did not intend to 
oppofe the adjournment. 

The Attorney General^ in reply, faid he had been uncovered the 
whole night, but the prefent meflage was not immediately from 
his Majefty to the Houfe, but was at the requeft of his Excellency 
by his Majefty's command. 

Mr. Browne (of Trinity College) would not oppofe the ad- 
journment, when the requeft came from his Majefty, but thought 
his Majefty^s miniflers here anlwerable for having advifed fuch a 
melTage-— He begged to know- their reafoa for declining to go on 
with the common budnefs of the nation. They put him in mind 
of the council of Conftance s wh€n adjourned for want of money 
from the pope, it was humour oufly, though, with fome degree 
of impiety, faid, that they waited for the arrival of the Holy 
Ghoft m a cloak. bag from Rome. Adminiftration was eternally 
' waiting for a cloak bag from Holyhead. Would tTiey pay them**- * 
felves fo bad a compliment as to fay, that without the cherifhing 
influence of a fecretary of ftate, they could do nothing ? That 
for want of fuch an idol, his Majefty 's Attorney General had nei- 
ther law nor ^loquence^ his fecretary of ftate could not write his 
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name, and the grand financier had forgot all hiskari^hmetick.----^If 
they acknowledged this, they had better leave their feats, and 
they would find a great number of worthy gentlemen very ready 
to flep into them, and go on with bufinefs. 

After fome other gentlemen had fpoke, Mr. Browne withdrew 
his amendment, and the original nfotion pafled without a di- 
viiion. 

Sir John Blaquiere faid, there exifted a nulfance in this city, 
whofe explanation did not require words. It was known to 
every one who heani him, that he meant the fcandalous flate and 
total negledl of the ftreetB of this city. They were rendered im- 
pailable by pooh of dirt and crdfted lumps of congealed fnow, to 
the difmce of police, and almoil total prevention of the commerce 
of the city. Carriages had been broken, and many people hurt; 
the fault muft be fomewhere. If in the laws for that pur- 
pofe, they Ihould be amended ; if in the fcavenger, he ought 
to be punifhed ; if in the magiftrate h^ ought to be told his duty ; 
if finally, with parliament, as coming under the fcavenger law, 
they were highly blameable. He faid, no one found his account 
in the prefent dangerous condition of the ftreets but the furgeons 
and coach-makers, and concluded with moving, ** That a com- 
mittee be appointed to enquire into the caufes of the prefent dan- ■ 
gcrous and negleded ftate of the ftreets of this city, and that they 
report their opinion thereon, and alfo what may be proper to be 
done to prevent the fame in future." — And a committee was ap- 
pointed accordingly. 

Ordered, That the faid committee have leave to fit notwith- 
{landing any adjournments of this Houfe, and that they be em- 
powered to examine in the moft folemn manner fuch perfons as 
they (hall think proper upon, the ' fubjedt matter of the faid en- 
quiry. 

Mr. Uniacke moved, '* That the Right Honourable the Lord 
M^yor of the city of Dublin, do attend this Houfe on Monday 
morning next." — Ordered accordingly. 

Sir Edward Newenham prefented to the Houfe, according to 
order, a bill for the better adminiilration of juftice, by afcertain- 
ing the qualification of juftices of the peace for counties at large ; 
which was received, and read a firft time, and ordered to be read 
a fecond time on this day fortnight. 

Otdered, That the faid bill be printed. 

Mr. M^'illiam Brahazon Ponfonby faid, that the Lord Lieutenant 
was diftinguilhable for many virtues, and that he was not ever 
outdone by any of his predeceflbrs in office, either for integrity, 
humanity, or public fpirit; and as his £xcellency was (hortly 
to quit the government of the country, he felt it proper to 
move, jthougU no more than the ufual form, that an humble 
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f addreft be prefented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
to aflure his Excellency that we, his Majefty's moft dutiful and 
loyal fubjeds, the Commons of Ireland in parliament aflembled, 
learn with the deepeft regret his Excellency's determination of 
relinquilhing the government of this kingdom ; to aflure his 
Excellency that thj* uniform wifdom and virtue of his Excel- 
lency's adminiftration, manifefted by his attention to the encou- 
ragement of agriculture, the prote6tion and advantage of our 
commercial interefts, and by his zeal and firmnels in fupport 
of our happy conftitution, have intitled him to the moft grate- 
ful thanks of the reprefentatives of a free people; that we en- 
treat his Excellency to believe that as we thankfully acknow- 
ledge his virtues, we fhall fincerely regret his no longer conti- 
nuing to prefidc over us, and to requeft that his Excellency 
will be pleafed to add one further favour to thofe W£ have al- 
ready received at his hands, by reprefenting to his Majefty our 
unihaken I6yalty to his perfon and government, our inviolable 
attachment ta our happy conftitution, and our determined refo- 
lution to fupport the juft rights and privileges of the Commons of 
Ireland againft all encroachments whatfoever. 

Mr. Conolly faid he was little ufed to pronounce a panegyric ; 
. he was unable to fecond the motion, without at the fame time 
teftifying the high fenfe he entertained of the charader of Lord 
NorChington.— He had come over at a critical period, and yet 
. manifefted the moft fteady refolution in fupporting the conftitu- 
tion and promoting the real interefts of Ireland, 

Sir Eaivard^'Ne^enhq^ declared he could not agree to fuch an 
addrefs ; \t glanced iavery difagreeable terms, on the honourand 
dignity of the Volunteers, who fafed their country in defiance of 
corruption — he could not thank a Viceroy under whofe admini- 
ftration a parliamentary reform was (in the language of fome 
members) fcouted out of the Houfe : — He fpoke plain Englifli, 
and faid, a reform of this Houfe, for no houfe ever wanted it 
more. He would wait the iftue of the prefent motion, to make 
one that would do honour to a parliament of real independent 
members, which motion he had in his hand, and that was, to 
thank his Majefty for his difmiiling his late miniftry, a ^art of 
whom robbed the crown of half its dominions, and to thank his 
Majefty for appointing a new miniftry. In whom the people may 
confide, and whofe principles are declared friendly to the much- 
wanted parliamentary reformation. He deemed the whole addrefs, 
fulfome and degrading to the dignity of an independent nation, 
and gave his negative to every part of it as mean, fervile, and 
flattering to an undeferving Viceroy. 

Mr. Malone faid, he alfo had intended to have feconded the 
addrefs, but being deprived of that honour, he could not be pre- 
cluded from paying his tribute of efteem for his Excellency's un- 
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common virtues ; and thought the ajddrefs an acknowledgment of 
gratitude he highly merited. 

Mr. Griffith looked on the addrefs as a matter of form, and 
would vote for it, though he did not confider himfelf of any par- 
ty, and though he even thought fame parts of it objectionable. — 
But a majority of that Houfe having approved of all the ads of 
Lord Northington, for that reafon, h? woulfl approve of the ad- 
drefs, as a matter of ufual form. 

Sir Uettry Ca^^enuifb would never give his afTent to any aCt, 
merely becaufe it was approved by a majority of that Houfe.— 
He was, however, glad that they had framed the addrefs in ge- 
neral terms, and did not mention cec-onoiviy. He did not recoiled 
any mighty advantages gained to Ireland under the adm.iniftration 
of his Excellency, as his friends had been known to oppofe the 
interefls of this country. 

Mr. Bronune (of the College) oppofed the addrefs> becaufe it . 
was, he faid, ftole upon the Houfe, and fhould not be let pafs as 
matter of form. It aJfo contained matter foreign to the compli- 
menting his Excellency^ and would infinuate ain attack made up- 
on the confdtution. He was, on his part, a ftranger to any at- 
tack,, though he plainly faw an attempt made to affix a fiigma on 
the endeavour made to reform their prefent happv canftitution. — 
When the cries of diftj'efs were .urgent, he could not. approve of 
his Excellency's relinquifhing ifhe bufmefs of the ftate, ■ as every 
Lord Lieutenant had power to ad, "until the fwe^ririg of his fuc- 
ceflbr into office. The fame delicacy did not attend. other parts 
gf his coadud. — ^How could hig Excellency anfwer to tfee public, 
the diftrefs occafioned by the dilpenfatipn of jufiice by the Peers, 
contrary to that declaration of the gr^at charter, Nuiti negabitur^ 
fiullz uz^ereturjujiitia, 

Mr. Molynenx faid, that the addrefs had fomething infidious, 
how elfe came it to be propofed, v/hen mod of the gentlemen on 
his fide cf the Houfe, who would 'oppofe it, were gone away. 
They might rely on. \i a fnake lay under the grafs — He for his own 
part, was willing to ccmpiiment his Excel/ency, were the ad- 
drefs to be confined to himfelf aloiie ; but as it alio comprehended 
the approbation of an Englifh fadion, he couldexprefs ho appro- 
bation cf the motion, nor regret at his Excelleney*s departure. — 
He thought the new Lord Lieutenant was th<^ reprefentative of 
Worthy men, and therefore he fliould rejoice at i\i^ change, though 
perhaps after all, if the condud cf the Irifh adminifiration were 
confidv^red during Lord Northtngton's adminiilration, a man muft 
be bold who would agree to ^ot^ him thanks ; and it v/ouid net, 
lirem fcrange to recant, when cn€ confiders, that every one' Vv-iii 
crj" out, what I vote an addrefs of thanks to Lord Nortiiingtcn, ^ 
in whole adminii^i-ation the motion fot retrenchment cf the army 
and every other good raeafure was rejeded ! 
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Sir Richard Mufgra^e was fur^rifed how any gentleman could 
oppofe the addrefs, as his Excellency's adminiftratioff was mild, 
wile and equitable. That an Honoupal^e Gentleman who had 
attempted to ftigraatize him, particularly on the fcore of cecouo- 
my» was the laS in the Houle who fhould do fo ; for he had made 
a motion of a more injurious tendency to this country rl^n any 
one made in this Houfe, fince his lord(bip*s administration } this 
was an addition of 4000/. a year to his fakry ; but he with that 
noble difintereftedeefs and attention to oeconomy, which he has 
always difplayed, rejefted it. One may conjecture with what view 
it was offered — but the bait did not take. To avoid any fulpici- 
on of a iinifter view on that occafion, he has faid, that he moved 
for it to maintain the honour and dignity of the nation. It would 
redound much to its honour and dignity to ,be run in debt — This 
puts me in mind of Dean Swift's advice to fervants ; to fquander 
their matter's fubftance and to involve him in debt for the fake of 
his honour and dignity. Some gentlemen on the other fide of the 
Houi'e, abufe the late adminiftration under the name of a coaliti- 
OH/i I hope they will be remunerated by their fuccelfors. — They 
worlhip the rifing fun. It is the chara6leriftic of Eaftern (laves 
to do fo. — Is this gratitude ? Was not every commercial and ci- 
vil advantage which we have obtained proeured during their con- 
tinuance in office, and yet fome gentlemen (indeed they are but 
few) abufe them. 

General Cunningham exprefled himfelf much fatisfied with the 
firmnefs of the late adminiflration, in maintaining the conftitution 
on that happy foundation, under which our anceltors and ourfelves 
enjoyed fo much happinels. Though.gentlemen may fondly con- 
gratulate themfelves on the idea cf xh& new mini dry's taking up 

the reform, they will find themfelves miftaken. He knew Mr. 

Pitt, and entertained the greatell refpedt for his character and abi- 
lities; he would therefore, fiipport him if his adminiftrationfup- 
ported what bethought the proper conilitution j if not, he would 
oppofe him.. But neither did the late, nor will the prefent mi- 
niitry hazard fo dangerous a ground, as parliamentary reform. — 
He kn^w Lord Nortbington, and honoured him for his noble and 
dilinterefted reje^ion of 4000/. a year, though a puerile motion 
had offered it to him on an eilabliihment not able to bear it ; but 
quedioned whether our next Viceroy would adt in the fame 
manner. 

Mr. Bujhe condemned the idea of introducing Englifli parties 
into that Houfe, as attempted by one gentleman \ but he trufted 
the Houfe would nsvefi dcfcend to fuch an admidion. A few in- 
dividuals alfo, a ctenxpted to arraign the Hoii4e itfeif; but the 
Houfe did not need his defence, as the nation faw them, and pof- 
tcrity would view theyiu in the mod honourable light. As to his 
Excellency the LordLieutenant, he did not know a more illuf- 
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trions charaaer.— He would a(k them, if no bounties had been 
propofed — no beginnings made for commercial improvements.— 
The benefits accruing from his adminiftration, were too frefh ia 
their memories, to be eafily forgotten; though it was not the prac- 
tice of his friends to blazon his afts to the public eye. It {hould 
not be forgotten, that it vras in his adminiftration the bill of in- 
demnity was obtained, which the miniftry of former timei could 
fcarce dare to.think of obtaining. To him they owed the admi- 
ralty bill, which gave a fecurity to their free trade — To his ad- 
miniftration they owed annual feflions ; and the manly firmnels 
of his adminiftration preferved th6 conftitution of this country; 
and maintained the dignity and privileges of that Houfe ; and they 
were, therefore, bound to declare their opinion of that admini- 
ftration, and he did not think even the words of the addrefs, fuf- 
fkiently expreffive on this fubjeft ; as he wouW-havc their deter- 
minations be known in England, that they might give firmnefs to 
the public mind, and ftability to public property. 

Mr. Molyneux faid, if the Honourable Gentleman called the mo- 
tion for increafing the Lord Lieutenant's falary puerile, he forgot 
what fort of compliment he paid the majority of that Houfe, 
who by agreeing to it, became each as much interefted in it as 
he was I he called that majority puerile, for confenting to what 
the Honourable Gentleman was pleafed to call a puerile motion. 
If gentlemen found fault with him for propofmg, they muft alfo 
cenfure thofe that approved. However, he was happy that 
there (hould be a time w^n the Honourable Gentleman could call 
in queftion the authority of a majority. 

General Cunmngbam admitted there had been a majority for the 
queftion, but could not prevail with himfelf to be of opinion, 
^om the manner in which gentlemen fpoke, that they voted ac- 
jcording to their fentimeuts. 

Mr. G*Harap after dwelling pretty much on the fervices the vo- 
lunteers had rendered this country, and faying, that inftead of 
the cenfure indire6tly thrown on them by the laft paragraph of 
the addrefs, they deferved the utmoft praifes that every friend to 
this kingdom could beftow, moved an amendment, by expung- 
ing thefe words, " We will fupport the juft rights oftheCom- 
^ mons of Ireland againft every encroachment whatlbever." Thefe 
he faid, were inddious words, and feemed directed to the advo- 
cates (i* parliamentary reform. 

Mr. Griffith leconded the amendment. 

Mr. Mottck Mofon was of opinion that it would have been a mat- 
ter of noconiequence, if thefe words had been originally omit- 
ted ; but it was not fo now that they formed a part of it \ for if 
tbey were now expunged it would be faying we will not fupport 
the rights of the Commons of Ireland, and they were on that ac- 
count become of importance, and ought not to be expunged. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEBATES, 367 

Mr. C(>rry had no objedtion to the laft paragraph of the addrefs, 
though he difapproved of feveral other parts of ity as conveying 
an anthiguity, and feeming to throw a reflexion on the late en- 
deavours to procure a parliamentary reform. — This is called to 
make & change in the cohftitution > but it is called moft erroncour«-. 
ly fo — It is not making a change in the conftitution, but, in the 
mode of the conftitution. If gentlemen mean to convey an idea of 
refifting the reformation of thofe abufes, introduced by time and 
circumilances into our form of government, by ** fupporting the 
prefent happy conftitution," they have my warmeft difapproba- 
tion. Let gentlemen therefore, fpeak out their meaning. — As to 
maintaining the privileges of the Commons, it is agreeable to 
whig principles, the principles I glorv to profefs. To Lx)rd 
Northington he had no perfonal objedlion, he thought his con- 
du6t by defiring the adjournment extremely handfome towards hi9 
fucceflbr, the Duke of Rutland. 

Mr. Grattan — An Honourable Baronet has taken notice that the 
word oeconomy is not to be found in the addrefs — He will be fo 
good as to recollect that Lord Northington has not been above 
«ight months in this kingdom, and therefore has not had time to 
do much} but^ if he has not greatly diminifhed the national ex- 
pences, he has done more than moft of his predecefTors, for he has 
not at all increafed them. The army has been mentioned as an 
inftance of profufion, but will any man lay the blame of a vote of 
parliament at the door of a Lord Lieutenant ? As to any fcheme 
of fyftematic redudlion, it was impoffible, from the ihortnefs of 
Lord Northington's adminiftration ; but we muft not forget that 
no objedtion wa? made from him, when the expencc of colledling 
the revenue was propofed to be reduced: formerly it was obje^ 
ed to — But with this fymptom in his favour, we cannot condemn 
him for not having had time to carry a fthepe of retrenchment in-^ 
to execution. 

As to commercial advantages, I will ftate a duty on foreign beer, 
which muft operate powerfully in favour of pur own breweries, 
and of our tillage. When this was announced to the Houfe, I 
recoiled the Honourable Baronet riling, and laying his hand up- 
on his breaft, he returned thanks for fo great a favour : furely the 
Ipirit of the times is much changed, if gentlemen now deftilc 
what they held in high eftimation 5 fureiy the gratitiide ofthe 
Houfe is wonderfully altered, if gentlemen forget that for which 
ib lately they made fuch ftrong acknowledgments. 

Another advantage is the duty laid upon calico, in favour of 
our own manufafture. The duty on fugar that has been conced- 
ed this feflion, was formerly thought an objedt ofthe fir ft magni- 
tude in our commerce j it is now of no confequence, becaufe 
fentlemen fpeak in opppofition ; or is it becaufe his KxceUency, 
aving nQ points to garry agaiilft the intereft ofthe kingdom, has 
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not taken pains to blazon out aits which tend to magnifj the 
profperity of this country ? 

Now as to con(titution> aa idea totally new and unfolicited, 

was introduced into our admiralty bill, that is, to cut off any 

appeal to the Briciih admiralty, by which all that fooliih fuppo- 

fition of any power of external legiflation for Ireland remaining 

n Great Britain is for ever done away. 

A charge has been made by the reprefentative of the feat of 
learning, that juftice is delayed ! I lament that it is, I agree 
with him that it is an evil, but whoever confiders the fituatioa 
of the Lord Lieutenant will fee that it cannot be attributed to 
him ; for the adjournments together make juft the time that his 
Majefty has commanded his Excellency to demand. I lament 
the fuuation of England, that makes thofe adjournments necef- 
fary and unavoidable ; for it is. plain, if there be no minifter in 
England, there can be none here. Was 1 to indulge my pri- 
vate regards, they are much in bis Excellency's favour; his 
admtniflFation in general I have fupported, and I think this ad- 
drefs juftly due ro his merit. 

. Mr. George Pot^anby approved of the noble anddifinterefted man- 
ner in which his Excellency had rrfufed the additional 4000'. a 
year. But as his Extellency did not employ news-papers, their 
puffers did not blazon it forth with hajl the alliduity they are 
known to ufe on.much raofe trifling occafioris. 

General Luttrell rejoiced an adjournment would take place, if 
there had been no other reafon but that there might be time to 
examine into afcandalous table of fees he had feen exhibited in the 
Houfe of Lords, a table four times as high as in England. He 
hoped that the Commons would never acquiefce in fuch extortion. 
They ought, at leaft, to have as great a (hare in granting the 
money of the public as the Houfe of Lords, and if they afted up 
to their proper dignity, fhould demand a conference. The peo- 
ple were not to be taxed without their concurrence, and this was 
taxing them with a vengeance 5 the ftamp-a6l was but a flea-bite 
to it. 

Sir John Parnel felt it his duty to fupport the motion of the 
addrefs, from his knowledge of the oeconomic difpoiition of his 
Excellency, more particularly in that department in which he 
was connedted. 

The quellion being then put, there appeared. 

For the amendment, — . — ' 5 

Againfl; it, — — — .109 

It paffed in the affirmative. 

^ The queftion being then put upon the addrefs, ix. was car- 
ried in the affirmative; and the queftion being put that the faid 
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tddrefs be prefented to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant by 
fuch members of this Houfe as are of his Majefty's mod honou- 
rable Privy Council. 



Monday, February' 23, 1783* 

Alderman Nathaniel Warren, reprefentative ,cf the city of 
Dublin, took the ufual oaths and his feat. 

The Houfe being informed, that the petitioners againft the 
elcdion and return for the borough of Kilmallock did not in^ 
tend to profecute their petition— on the' motion of Sir Henry 
Hartjiongey it was ordered that the petition be difcharged^ " 

The Attorney General faid, that to^him or his "Hon. Colleague^ 
the cbfts incurred by the groundlefs petition juft mentioned waS 
an object of little confequence, ^ yet, -to difcourage fuch ill- 
judged attacb in future, he would move that the petitioners 
Ihouid pay the cofts, though perhaps he fhould never think it 
worth his while to demand them. — Ordered accordingly. 

The Attorney General informed the Houfe that his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant had been attended with the addrefs of thanks 
of this Houfe to his Excellency, and that thereupon his Excel- 
lency was pleafed to return the anfwer following : 

** To promote the profperity and happinefs of this kingdom 
has been the firft and conftant obje6t of my adminiftration. 

*' This very obliging addrefs is the moft honourable tefti- 
mony that my zealous endeavours have not been wholly unfuc- 
cefsful. It confers upon me the higheft gratification, and juftly 
claims my warmed thanks. 

** The true interefts and happinefs of this free nation are fo 
involved in the fteady fupport of her happy conftitution, that I 
muft have weakly facriftced the former, if I had not on all 
occafions firmly fupported the latter. 

** I Ihall rejoice in reprefcnting to his'Majefty, in the ftrongeft 
and trueft light, your unfhaken loyalty to his perfon and go- 
vernment, your unalterable reloiution to maintain the conftitution 
inviolate, and to fupport your jiift rights and privileges againft 
all encroachments whatfoever." 

Ordered, That his Excellency's anfwer be entered upon the 
journals of the Houfe. 

The Right Hon. Mr. Attorney -General alfo informed the Houfe 
that the addrefs of this Houie, *' That his Majefty would be 
pleafed to give diredtions that a fum of 3,000/. be ilTued from 
his Majcfty's treafury, to be diilributed for the relief of the poor 
of the city of Dublin," had been prefented to his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant 1 that his Excellency, will tranfmit the fame 
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accordingly^ and that he had in the mean time ordered that a 
Aim of i,ooo/. (hould be ilTued from the tteafury^ to relieve 
the prelTmg neceffities of the poor. 

The order that the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor of the city of 
Dublin do attend this Houfe on Monday morning next, being upon 
motion read, 

Mr. Uniacke faid, that as a great mob attended the intro- 
duction of Alderman Warren, it would be extremely indelicate 
to have the Lord Mayor, who had been his competitor, ftand« 
tng at the bar at fuch a time } it was a (Itu^tton in which he did 
not with to have him (land. He had alfo fome other reafons 
which he would not mention, as he hoped the firft would be 
thought fatisfadtory, and as he intended, when the order (hould 
be difcharged, to move, ** That the Right Hon^ the Lord Mayor 
do attend at the bar on Saturday next." 

The order was difcharged, and Mr. Uniacke moved to renew 
it for Saturday. • 

The Reorder, — As there is a committee appointed to examine 
the police of this city, I fuppofe the Hon. Gentleman intends^ 
that the Lord Mayor fliall be in readinefs to give that committee 
any information or affiflance that may be in his power ; if fo^ 
it will be proper to requeft his lord(hip may attend, but that 
ihould be at the fitting of the conunittee. 

The Provoft. — The committee having power to call upon all 
perfons that may be fuppofed capable of giving them informa- 
tion, may call upon the Lord Mayor for that purpofe, tlierefore 
this motion is not neceflary. Indeed the late order feemed to 
imply that the Lord Mayor had not done his duty, a circum- 
ftance that can only be known through the cohimittee, and as 
they have: not yet had time to enquire into it> or to report, 
k ought not to be aifumed as granted. 

Mr. Uniacke agreed with the Recorder, that it would be right 
for the committee to examine the Lord Mayor, and, though he 
confented to withdraw Ms motion, yet expreifed a fear that there 
would ^t laft appear an abfolute neceflity to pais a ceofur* 
upon his Lordfhip. 

Mr. Molyneux would not confent to have the motion with- 
drawn, he felt, he (aid, for the honour and dignity of the Houfe, 
and as he had heard that the Lord Mayor refufed to attend, he 
would infift on the Houfe exerting its authority $ and he tnifted 
no man in this kiligdom was beyond the reach of that authority* 

Mr. Chatter ton, — Though I never exchanged a word with the 
gentleman that fills the ofiice of ^Lord Mayor, i have fach an 
high reibe^ for the dignity of the office itfelf, that I cannot 
think of^fportifig with it, upon light or unimportant occafions » 
and had I attended when the order, which is now difcharged, 
was propofed, I would have refifted it to the utmofl;; what,Strf 
to call to your bar, like a criminal, the firft magiftrate in the 
kingdopi^ and digmatize him with « reproach tlut yean will 
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not wear oiF-— It is urrfe^mly^ it is a procedure riot warranted by 
law, by juilice, or by decency. 

Sir henry Can>endijh Was of opinion that the Llord Mayor had 
negledted his duty and would^ therefore^ have him called to 
the bar* He never woul'd admit, he faid, that the Houfe had 
not a right to call him before them \ and^ therefore, to manifeft 
that right, he was for pfoceeding to the exercife of it; efpecially 
as common fame, which in this cafe Was good evidence^ faid 
that the Lord Mayor difputed the authority of* the Houfe; 

Mr. HartLy,-*^Thc Lord Mayor never did difpute the autho- 
rity of* this Houfe> but abfented himfelf to day^ upon the afTu- 
rance of feveral membersj that the order for his attendance would 
be difcharged. — Had I been in the Houfe when the Hon* Knight 
of the Bath (Sir John Blaquiere) introduced this fubje6\ I could 
have informed him that the city magiftrates are not fo culpable 
as he fuppofes 1 for confcious of the defeats in our police, and 
of their want of authority to regulate the city in the manner 
we all wifh, they are a6tually preparing a bill to be fubmitted 
to his honourable Houfe for the imptovement of the police of 
the city of Dublin* If the committee appointed by this Houie 
fhall think proper to take this bill into con(ideration> there can 
be no objeraon to the Lord Mayor's attending to give every 
alliftance and information. From the abominable f&te of our 
flreets, I dwtt gentlemen may have formed ftrong prejudice* 
againft the Lord Mayor, but the dignity of the office fhould be 
confidered, fecond to none but that of the Viceroy -1 and I hope 
the Houfe will fefledthatby debafing magiftracy, and making 
it contemptible to the peopIe> they level all difl:indions> and 
encourage difobedience, tumult and diforder. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

The names of the defaulters of Wednefday lafl were called 
over, and every perfon not offering fufficient apology^ ordered 
into the cuftodyof the Serjeant at Arms* 

On m'otion of tlie Attorney General, it was ordered that all 
members now in cuftody of the Serjeant at Arms be forthwith 
difcharged, lirfl paying their fees. 

Attorney General* — Without having any meflage from his Ex- 
cellency the Lord Lieutenant, I now rife to fubmit to the Houft 
the propriety of adjourning on our next riling, to Thurfday th« 
a6th«-^I hope gentlemen will think, that as well from delicacy 
to the Duke ot Rutland, who is expeded every ride, as from 
the regafd we have fo juftly exprelfed to Lord Northington^ 
W ought hot, forthelhort {pace of^ two days, to embarrafs either 
of them with buftnefs, efpecially as an adjournment to Thuri^ 
day cannot be attended with any polBble inconvenience* 

Mr. 7oler hoped it would not be deemed unbecoming of him 
to oppofe the motion, whicf he did, feeling as jdsongly ai anr 
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jiian the delicate fituation of the Lord Lieutenant, and entertain- 
ing as high a refped for his chara6ter : But other confiderations 
had alfo their due weight with him ; a committee to try the 
merits of an eledion was to be drawn to-morrow, the petitioners 
and fitting members were keeping witnelTes in town at a vaft 
expence ; and why the Houfe ftiould not truft itfelf to fit one 
day, he could not fee; nay, he thought it would be doing fervice 
to the Duke of Rutland's miniflryy by diferabarrafling the firft 
day of -every troublefome bufinefs. 

Mr. Brcuunlou.;^, — I think it extremely wrong that all the affairs 
of Ireland muft ftand ftill, bccaufe two great men in England 
are ftruggling for power; and it is tenfold wrong at tbi« parti- 
cular time when the \i6tims of famine crowd every ureet, 
the Houfe ou^t to (it at I^aft to endeavour forae relief for the 
people in this time of Icarcity. I will not fay tliat we fhould 
proceed upon any important concern of politics, any thing that 
could involve party; but when we only defire to attend the 
ditliefTes of our country, fuch repeated interruption demands the 
refcntment of the Houfe. 

Secretary Hamilton affared the Right, Hon. Gentleman that no- 
thing could be farther from Lord Northington's mind, than to 
give the fmalleft caufe for refentment, or to retard any mea- 
ibre for the benefit of the country ; this he had manifefted ia 
every a6l of his- adminiftration, and the Houle had (hewn the 
juft fenfe they entertained of his Excellency. But he entreated 
the Right Hon. Gentleman to confider the very delicate fituation 
of Lord Northington, and to refledt on the fliortnefs of the ad- 
journment propofed. 

Attorney General Gould not guefs who was the object of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman's refentment J was it Lord Northington? 
Certainly not — he had aded in the moft handfome manner — 
firfl, by command of the King, and now from defire to fmooth 
the way of his fuccelfor, and leave the kingdom in a ftate of 
peace, and harmony ; this he believed every gentleman in the 
Houfe would acknowledge ; he could not therefore fee the flight- 
eft ground for refentment agninft him, 'but trufted that gentlemen 
would pay due regard to the delicate fituation of a nobleman, 
who had fo much confulted the honour and advantage of this 
kingdom, particularly as the adjournment now defired, was, in 
fa£t, but for one day, for it was not cuftoraary for the Houfe 
to fit on Afti Wednefday. 

He profelTed himfelf fenfible of the inconveniences which 
•flowed from the dii1:ra6ted ftate of Britifh councils;" but this, 
he faid, was an evil rather to be lamented than remedied — it was 
Ticrw over, and he hoped the country would fuffer no . more 
from it.- 

Sfr Henry Cavendijh faid, the ge^lemen on the other {i^t of 
tjie- Houle -were convinced the Duke of Rutland would be pleal- 
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ed to find the Houfe peaceaWy doing the bufinefs of the nation; 

but thefe gentlemen wanted diefe three days^ in order to flitft, 

-over, as they knew not which way to vote wich every admi- 

•mftration. 

Mr, Tol''r withdrew his oppofition to the adjourrm^nt, and 

the queftion thereon being put, that the Houlb do adjourn to 

•Thurfday, there appeared. 

Ayes, — — I 89 

Noes, ^^ • _ — 4ii 

Majority for adjourning, 41 

The order of the day being read for a committee on the in- 
folvent bill, the Houfe refolved accordingly. Lord Dchin in the 
'chair, v/hen the bill being gone throug'i, paragraph by para* 
graph, the Speaker refumed the chair, and it was ordered to be 
reported on Thurfday, to which day the Houfe adjourned. 



^ Thursday, February 26, i'']^l' 

The Right Hon. Luke Gardiner rofe, he faid, to make a mo^^ 
on, which he flattered himfelf would meet with the ^immediate 
concurrence of the Houfe, and this motion was for an addrefs 
to hi;5 Grace the Duke of Rutland, to congratulate him on his 
-appeintment to the government of, and fafe arrival in this king- 
dom. He was certai/i, this would be the lefs objedled to, as 
a fimilar addrefs had been lately prefented to the Earl of Nor^ 
thington; and though his fuccelfor was as yet a ftranger to the 
moft of thofe who had then .heard him;, yet to thofe who had 
the honour of knowing his Grace, and who confidered his il- 
luftrious anceftry, and eminent connexions, he was certain fuch 
an addrefs would not be deemed more than the tribute due to 
his merit. 

He then moved that an humble addrefs be prefented to his 
' Grace the Lord Lieutenant, to congratulate his Grace on his 
arrival in this kingdom to take upon him the government there-- 
of, and to exprefs to his Grace the high expe(5lations entertain- 
ed by this Houfe from his Grace's ability and difpoiition 
to prqmote the profperity and happinefs of the people of 
Ireland. %, 

Lord Dehin rofe to fecond the motion of the Right Hon, 
Gentleman. — His Lordfhip faid, there was room to fpeak much 
4a favour of his Grace's predeceffors, and the ellential fervites 
rendered to Great Britain and this kingdom bj them; and of 
the great character and connections of his Grace ; but he de 
clined mentioning them. He only Supported the motion for 
the addrefs to the Duke of Rntland, as hj? was fully perfuadcd 
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his Grace would co-operate in cv^ry meafure which had At 
profperity of Ireland for its obje6t. 

Sir Edward Nenx>enham obferved, that as the prefent Lord 
Lieutenant was but juft arrived among us, it was neceflary, ia 
the firft inftance, to lay our fejitiments before him, that he might 
thereby be enabled to know our fituation, relieve the diflreiTes of 
our ftarving manufafturers, and aid the general voice of the 
nation •, that the Duke of Rutland came to this kingdom under 
many advantageous circumftancesj his own charafter, and being 
united with men in another country who profeffed revolution 
principles, and who declared themfelves in favour of a parliamen- 
tary reform \ that he hoped more words were unneceflary m 
lupport of truth and incontrovertible fafts, He then moved the 
following amendment—*' And we are firmly perfuaded that dur- 
ing your Grace's adminiftration fuch laws will receive the royal 
afTent as will reflore the conftitution \ and that the moft efFec- 
tuiil meafures will be adopted to protecl and extend the trade 
and manufactures of this kingdom, reccot experience having con^ 
vinced us that fur want of fufficient encouragement our artificers 
and manufci6turerg are become objects of daily charity ; and wc 
are the more funguine in thefe our hopes that fuch falutary ob- 
je6ts will be perfected under the adminiftration of a nobleman 
whofe family and connexions have (for a feries of years) been 
confpicuous for their bravery in the field, virtue and wifdom 
in the cabinet, zealous Lr the general rights of naankind, and 
conftant patrons of trade and commerce.'* 

Hon. i.'ehni$ Bronvn. — I Cannot confent to the amendment 
propofed, as I think it conveys fome doubt of the noble Duke*9 
intentions, which, as an individual, I do not feel j thinking 
thus 1 rile to expreCs my approbation of the addrels propofed^ 
I think it a macter of congratulation to this country to have a 
Chief Governor as remarjcable for the independence of his prin- 
ciples as his fortune, I (hall certainly feel myfelf partial to the 
adminiftriition of the Duke of Rutland, and will certainly give 
his Grace my fupport^ fuch as it is, while he adheres to the 
principles of his connexions in England, 1 mean the great prin- 
ciples df conftitution and public oeconomy ; for. Sir, not only 
in my (hort experience, but in the experience of the oldeft man 
in either country ;y in the experience of record^, I do alFert, that 
there never were fuch daring attempt made on the trade and 
pianufattures of both countries, as by a moft daring fet of men, 
the late adminiftration. You may trace their attempts on (he 
conititution of England from the Middlefex elcdion in 1770 
and 71. when they invaded the rights of the people, to 1785 
and 84, when they invaded the juft prerogative of the crown ; 
the tirft of thofe remarkable attempts fhook the King on the 
throne ; the fecond has involyed the fifter kingdom in a fcene 
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«f confufion that may probably end in her nun, from the 
mortal ftab it has given to public credit. But, Sir, in tJe 
intermediate time between the events of 177 1 and 83, there 
were fome things happened worthy our recolleflion. Will 
England ever forget who loft America; who added 70 million^ 
to the national debt ? Will Ireland ever forget the unqeafing 
enemies of her trade and conftitution, who fupported the rights 
of external legiflation, who declared the fun of England was 
let for ever when (he acknowledged our freedom of conftitution ? 
Will they ever forget the trick of fimple repeal ? I hope. Sir, 
both countries will join in fupport of a government bom .for 
the falvation of a tottering conftitution. Sir I could expatiate 
on this fubjedl for hours — I could dwell on a fubjeft I f^d ' 
myfelf deeply interefted in, from being a warm well-wiflier of 
both countries ; but I feci myfelf too much obliged to the in- 
dulgence of the Houfe longer to trefpafs on its time. I fliali 
conclude with giving my affent to the original addrefs. 

The amendment being negatived without a divifion, the ad^ 
drefs was agreed to nem, con. 

Ordered, That the faid addrefs be prefented to his Grace 
by fuch members of this Houfe as are of his Maj(5fty*s moft 
honourable Privy Council. 

» 
Mr. Gardiner faid, as gentlemen might be impatient, to know 
wkat fteps had been taken in fo important a matter, as the ftate 
of the manufadures of the kingdom, he \vould juft enter on 
the fubjed. The committee who had fat upon this buftneft 
before the recefs, would meet to-morrow to digeft the various 
matters that had appeared before them, in order to be enabled 
to make a fpecial report to the Houfe of the fame, for the 
purpofe of framing a bill for laying fuch duties on foreign ma- 
nufactures, as ihould be found expedient. After this, he hoped 
the Houfe would fix a day for the final difcuflion of the mat- 
ter. He had, he faid, on his own part, given the bulinefs every 
attention in his power, previous to his going to England ; and 
when he went there, he exerted every endeavour for its full 
accomplifliment. It was an objedt of the greateft magnitude 
^o the well-being of the trade of Ireland, and he found him- 
^If happy in forwarding what he confidered his moft ^iTential 
duty. 

Sir Lucius O^Brien declared he entertained as high a fenfe as 
any laan of the Right Hon. Gentleman's aftlduity and abilities ; 
but conieiied himfelf i^orant of what was meant by digefting 
evidence. He could lee no objedion to reporting (pecially 
and prefenting a printed report of the whole evidence, as he 
could not conceive that any part of it was to be concealed from 
l^e public. , 
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Mr. Gardiner replied, that he had no objeftion to meet the 
wifhes of the Hon. Baronet, in that refpe(51 ; but had the Hon. 
Baronet been prefent, at the examination of this evidence, he 
would find that the publication of a fubje*^ fo complicated and 
. defultory, could not tend to any ufeful purpofe. The whole 
formed an olio of extraneous matter; and numerous, which to 
underftand properly, it was ntcefTary to decompofe. As to the 
report cf dige4ed evidence, it was neither new or uncommon; 
it hid long been the practice of England, and a cafe lately 
occrrcd in poirt, us would appear from the preamble of the 
report, niade from the committee appointed to enquire into the 
fmuggling abufes. The very-diiTerence of idea entertained by 
the parliament of England, i^ refpedt to the balance of trade 
between both nations, could not be conciliated by fuch publf- 
cation. Some part of the evidence was explanatory of commer- 
cial ufages between Ireland and other countries, which it would 
be prejudicial to the kingdom to make public. But this did not 
preclude gentlemen from having recourle to the evidence as deli- 
vered in, and reading the whole. It was under this idea, of its 
being imprudent to publifh the whole, that he took leave to 
fuggeft to the committee the digefting of the evidence, and to 
report it in that form. It was not, he faid, to be fuppofed that 
the evidence delivered to the committee was taken down 'verba* 
tim t^ literatim \ it was not done in any committee, though 
when a "committee reports, the Houfe has an 'implicit reliance 
On that report. On hia own part, he did not care if the whole 
evidence was pupliftied in the moft ftaring capitals, if he did 
not think that the publication of fome things would be produc- 
tive of a national injury. He declared, with an honeft warmth, 
he did not want to digeft, in order to conceal the truth. He 
would not have it fuggefted, that he endeavoured to prevent any 
gentleman from reading the whole of the evidence, or that he 
wifhed to fupprefs any part of ic \ he only meant to ferve hii 
country. 

Sir Lucius C* Br ten bore the moft honourable teftimony to the 
integrity and abilities of the Right Hon Gentleman, and was 
certain that all his exertions were dircded to the fervice of his 
country ; but he only nvilhed for a fpecial report. He confidered 
it as a former prance to digeft the evidence, but on being much 
complained oi was difcontinued. 

Mr. Griffith acknowledged that miny thanks were due to the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, ibr his laborious i'aveftigation of this 
important bufinefs ; but he was of opinion, that the whole of 
the evidence ihould be publilhed. 

Here Mr. Gardiner faid, he never imagined fo voluminous a 
work would be called for. 

Mr. Griffith {;^\^y he had read what' was taken down by the 
(^oramitt^e before the recefs, and he could fee nothing in it, the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



D <E fi^ A T E S. 377 

|)ublication of which. might hurt the trade of the kingdom. He 
believfd the Right Hon. Gentleman himfelf, had made a motion 
fo have it printed before the recefs, and he could not conceive 
the reafon for the prefent alteration of that opinion. ' 

The Right Hon.* Thomas Conolly alfo acknowledged the many 
obligations which this country owed to the indefatigable labours 
of Mr. Gardiner; but he was certain protecting duties would ne- 
ver, anfwer any good purpofe. What was the confequence, he 
faid, at the time a non- importation was agreed to ? Four /hil- 
lings a yard was paid for home-made' cloths, more than cloth 
of a fimilar quality could be had for in England, Add to this, 
that it would dellroy an old branch of trade, now well' ella- 
blifhed, which had brought millions into this country; for if the 
Englilh wire provoked, by this meafure, to withdraw thtir boun- 
ties on Irilh linens, that trade would fink into .immediate ruin. 
Honefty, l^e faid, was the befl: policy, and he willied to flick to 
the old trade we had fo long enjoyed. 

Right Hon. Mr. Gardiner apologized for fpeaking again, but 
faid that as the Houfe Ibraetimes indulged converlations of this 
kind, he would beg leave to add one wor^ to what he had faid. 
In the courfe of the committees inquiry, various fubje£ts had 
been laid before them, the woollen, the cotton, and almoft every 
Other branch of mahufadure. Now, as gentlemen entertained 
opinions, various on almoft each of theie manufactures, it would 
be but juft to feparate the manufactures themfelves in the 
committees report, and let. each iland on the ground of its 
own merit. 3efides, the fubjett of reftraining the export of the 
raw materials had alfo come before the committee — this ought, 
in the report to be kept a diftinCt bufmefs, for if fo many dif- 
ferents matters were toTje blended together, it would coaibine 
»gainft the whole gentlemen, who might . difapprove of any 
particular one. 

Right Hon. Mr. Brcnvnlow highly approved of what had been 
i^A by the Right Hon. Gentleman, on whofe ability and in- " 
tegrity, for his own part, he was well content to rely, and 
t^ougut that the Houfe mi^ht with great fafety truft to the 
committee; who, by their clofe inveftigation of the fubjed, 
, had proved themfelves fo worthy of contidence.* 

The ^beaker having declared that there was no queftion before 
the Houfe, 

Sir Jam Parnell begged the attention of the Houfe to a circum- 
ftance important in itieif, and as it involved the character of aa 
Jlon. Gentleman, whofe Jioble and amiable conduct had render- 
ed him the object of general elteem, claiming precedence to any 
other. Sir Jo.jn ihen informed the Houfe, that Mr. Ogle having 
been called upon to give teftimony before the committee appoint- 
ed to try the Ennifcorthy election, had, after making every apq* 
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jogy, txii. declaring every degree of refpedt to the commTttefy 
ileclined taking the oath, alledging, that (houid he take tt, he 
might be examined to a circumilance of fifteen years ftanding, 
which he was bound in honour not to difclofe \ that he confider- 
ed a promife on honour as a mod binding moral obligation, and 
that he begged to fubmit his cafe to the Houfe. Sir John added, 
^hat the petitioner, not fatisfied with this excufe, had adduced 
the cafe of Mr. Oliver of the county ofTipperary, whom the 
Houfe had obliged to take the oath under fimilar circumftances. 

Mr, 0^/p. — ^The Houfe will think I ought to fay fomething on 
this occafidn, and I confefs I ought, if it were only to thank mj 
Hon. Friend for the kind manner in which he has brought it 
forward. I did refufe to take the oath, fuppofing that under the 
influence of it I might be preflcd to reveal circumftances con- 
fided to me under the bond of honour ; I look upon private con- 
fidence as the great tie of fociety, which none but the moft bale 
pf mankind will violate. I therefore appeal to this aflembly, as 
to a court of honour, where every member will feel for my fitu- 
ation, and will judge of it by his own heart. If there can be a. 
poflible juftificadon for violating private Confidence, it muft be 
after having made the laft appeal, I appeal now to this aflembly, 
if In knew another at the fartheft verge of^e earth that couldl 
better juftify me, I would carry my appeal thither. — ^And now 
let me fay, if it (hall appear neceflary to the wifdom, the juftice, 
and the honour of the Houfe, that private confidence muft be 
facrificed-— if it is a misfortune which cannot be avoided-r-the 
9B. is yours, let it not hereafter be imputed to vatf I do bat obey 
your order. 

— -** Toy^u I have made wy lafl appeal, 
** My hands are guilty, hut my heart i$free^* 
Mr. Ogle here fat down, but rof^ immediately, and faid — I 
am fo agitated that I forgot to (late to the Houfe, that the tran- 
l&^on of which I have any knowledge is of fifteen years (landings 
and I think cannot have any reference to the petition before th^ 
committee. 

The Attorney General. — I believe there Can be no doubt tha( 
fhe Hon. Gentleman muft deliver his teftimony before the com- 
mittee in the ufual manner. The law allows no man to withhold 
evidence, except men who, from the nature of their profeffion^ 
mufl necelTariiy be entrufled* But if any queflion (honld be put 
to the Hon. Gentleman, not relative to the bufinefs before the 
committee, the Hon. Gentleman will know, and every member 
of the committee will know, that fuch queftjons ought not to 
be anfwered, for no man has a right, under pretence of evidence 
to any point, to draw from me any fecret not relative to that 
point. The cafe of Mr. Oliver does not apply, for he was ex- 
amined touching a pecuniary bar^in connected with the elcc- 
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tion, then trying by the committee before whom he was examin- 
ed. Upon the wfiole, I would advife the Hon. Gentleman to 
be fworny and that upon (he principle that he is bound in point 
of law to give evidence to the matter before the committee, but 
chat he cannot be compelled to reveal any thing not relative 
thereto. 

Mr. Ogle rofe again, exprefTed his obligation to the Attorney 
General, and his tirm reliance on his opinion ; but called upon 
the Houfe, and entreated, that if there was a fmgle gentleman 

who thought differently, he would now declare his diuent. 

[Here he waited (bme moments, and there being np anfwer.l 
I have put, fays li^, my honour into your hands, and now (halt 
ad| by your advi#r, and with your approbation. 

Sir Luciut O^Brien called the attention of the Hoafe to the 
ftate of the poor, labouring under all the horrors of fcarcity, nay, 
almoft famine. He knew of none but three meafures which the 
Houfe could take to remedy this evil. — To prohibit the diA 
tillery of grain, to prevent the exportation, and to encourage the 
importation thereof,-— For thefe purpofes a (hort bill, fuch as h^ 
had formerly brought in, he thought would be neceffary, buta^ 
fome time would be taken up in palling it, he thought a refolu- 
tion of the Houfe would have a more immediate efFeft. Th^ 

treated quantity of grain, he faid, was confuraed by illegal 
ills, but when the opinion of the Houfe (hould be once declare4 
by a refolution, he trufted that the gentlemen who had taken up 
arms for the defence of their country, would now exert themfelves 
to preferve their fellow creatures from famine^ by putting an 
entire ftop to the dandeftine diftillery^ 

Right Hon^ Mr, Beresford faid, he would not oppofe the Hwi, 
Gentleman in bringing in a bill, though fuch a refolution, he 
iaid, woul4 only tend to the deftru6tion of the revenue, as it 
would prevent and difcontinue the payment of duty without put- 
ing the fmalleft ftop to the diftilling. Every man, he faid^ Imew 
(hat it was aa a3 which had been brought in by the Hon. Baro* 
>iet which firft raifed the dandeftine diftillery to i^s preient enor- 
mous height } for when people had got once into the habit of 
working their ftills without paying duty, it became almoft an im« 
pofiibility to make them obedient to thoie laws which were in- 
tended to enforce the payment of duty. 

Right Hon. Jobni'ojier vnA of opinion that the mere bringing 
in of the bill, (hough it (hould never pafs, would increaic the 
evil which it profefied an intention of removing, for it would ope? 
rate as a notice to fet all the diftilleries in the kingdom at work 
as hard as poftible. 

It was then ordered^ That leave be given to bring in a bill tp 
ftop the diftilling of com and grain ^n this kingdom tor a limited 
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time ; and that Sir Lucius O'Brien and Mr. Montgomery (of 
Donegal) do prepare and bring in the fame. 

Ordered, That leave be given to bring in a bill to prevent the 
exportation of corn and grain, and to allow the importation of 
corn for a limited time i and that Sir Lucius O^Brien and Sir £d-< 
ward Crofton do prepare and bring in the fame. 

A petition of the merchants, traders and principal inhabitant! 
of the town of Belfaft, was prefented to the Houfe and read, fet- 
ting forth that petitioners had read a copy of a bill for regulating 
the corn trade, and that from the mode therein propofed for av- 
certaining the prices of grain in Dublin, by ftriking an average of 
the whole kingdom, petitioners are convinced faidbill, ifpaffed 
into a law, will not operate, as intended, to provide a regular 
and fteady fupply of com in this country, but wiJJ^ on the con- 
trary, place tho manufadturing and labouring poor in the north of 
Ireland in a niuch worfe fituatioil than under the prefcnt • laws, 
and eflfeftually deter merchants from ordering grain from any fo- 
rdgn port. That in Great Britain no fuch mode has been adopt- 
ed, but in whatever diftriiut prices are high the ports are opened^ ^ 
and where moderate the ports are Ihut j a regulation the utility bf^ 
which long experience has evinced, and which therefore petiti-* 
oners recommend to the attention of the Houfe, That petitioners 
reprefent, that thcugji a merchant may be well acquainted with 
the ftate of the harvell, and the fupply of grain in the county in 
which he lives, yet no man can obtain fo univerl'al a knowledge 
of the whole khigdom as to afford hini rational grounds to con- 
clude that the average of the whole may be fuch as to open the 
ports in time for him to fell his cargo, Ihould he order one, before 
the enfuing harveft ; for it is not publilhing once a week in the 
Gazette the prices of every county, that can give this knowledge 
as the quantity of the grain may be great even when the priCe^ 
are high, and that the price is no certain rule to judgg of the quan- 
tity on hand, until the approach of harveft. That it is a welU 
known fa£t that in general grain is much dearer in t]ie north than 
in the folith of Ireland, infomuch that in times of fcarcity the poor 
in feveral of tl^e northern counties would be absolutely perifliing 
before the average prices of the whole kingdom would amount fo 
high as to admit importation from foreign places. That from the 
experience of laft year, as well as of former times, it has been 
clearly proved that in a fcarce year the prices of grain may at one 
' quarter-day be under the rates fixed by the bill for permitting 
importation, and yet may far exceed them in two or three weeks 
after, and under fuch encreafing diftrefs no remedy is provided 
for the long fpace of three months by the bill now pending ;— » 
and fuggefting to the Houfe that the perfons appointed by the 
feveral grand juries to make weekly returns of the prices of grain 
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fliould be obliged to (end a duplicate of fuch return to the clerk 
of the peace for th©ir refpedive counties ; and that if it (hall at 
any time appear neceffary.to any three or more juftices of the 
peace for any county, they fliould have power, by public adver- 
tifement, to call a meeting of the juftices of the peace for the faid 
county, at the place where the quarter feffions are ufually held, 
which meeting the clerk of the peace fhould be obliged, under a 
penalty, to attend in perfon or by his deputy, with the returns 
made ^o him ; and in cafe the average of fuch returns for the three 
weeks preceding fuch meeting (hall be found to equal or exceed 
the limits fixed by the bill for opening the ports for any one or 
more kinds of grain,'' then the juftices of the peace for the county 
fo alfembled, to be empowered by notice under their handstand 
feals to the different colleftors of the faid county, to open the 
ports of fuch county, until next quarter day, for the importation 
of fuch kind or kinds of grain, either from Great Britain, or froin 
all parts, as the cafe may be. 

Prd^red, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
rufal of the members. 

Right Hon. Mr. Brownio'iv faid> he intended, on Monday next, 
to lay a petition before the Houfe, refpefting a more equal re- 
prefentation of the people in parliament ; and faid, that feveral 
gentlemen who had received the like from their refpedlive confti- 
tuents, propofed to prefent their petitions on the fame day, 

Mr. 0'*Hara faid, he had heard that it was the intention of gen- 
tlemen to bring in petitions on the fame fubjeCt, the fame day, and 
begged to know if the Right Hon. Gentleman intended to move 
for leave to bring in a bill for a more equal reprefentation'in par- 
liament. X 

Mr. Brownlovj replied, that a great number of petitions had 
already come in, and more were expefted. He could not, he 
laid, afcertain the day when this fubjed was to be moved in the 
Houfe, or a bill brought in for that purpofe. 

A bill for regulating the corn trade, promoting agriculture, 
and providing a regular and fteady fupply of corn in this kingdom, 
according to order, was read a fecond time and committed. 

Refolvcd, That this Houfe will, on this day feven-night, re- 
folve itfelf into a committee of the whole Houfe, to take the faid 
bill into confideration. 

Mr. Fojier moved for the committee on the corn bill to receive 
a claufe, for permitting oats and oat-meal to be received coaft:- 
ways into "Ulfter, from the other three provinces, and for a bounty 
to be allowed thereon# 

The Pr(n)oft faid, he did not mpan to oppofe the motion, but 
a doubt arole in his mind, that the opening the ports might be 
a means of evading the laws. 
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Mr. Fcjler faid, this Would hcvtf operate^ unlefs the price in 
the province of Ulfter ihould be high* 

On the queflion being put^ the daufe wa& ordered to be re^ 
ceived* 

He alfo moved for leave to bring in a bill for infiidting punifli- 
ment on fuch perfons as fhould obftru6l the corn laws, and for 
iu^ng fatisfadtion to the peribha injured.-— -Ordered. 

Mr. Hartley moved, that the committee be impowered to re- 
ceive a claufe> that for the future all malt flball be fold by mea- 
fure inflead of weighty as great frauds had been committed in the 
prefent mode of fale. 

Alderman Warren feconded the motion. 

Whereon it was ordered^ That the committee to whom a bill 
for regulating the corn trade is referred, be impowered to receive 
a claufe for encouraging the fupply of the province of Ulfter with 
oats and oat-meal> by a bounty on the carnage coaflways from 
the other three provinces. ' 

Ordered, That the faid Committee be impowered to receive a 
claufe to exempt oats, peas, beans, and other grain imported 
for feed, from payment of duties. 

Ordered, That the faid committee be impowered to receive a 
claufe to order the felling of malt by meafure, inflead of felling 
by weight. , 

Right Hon. ^obn Fofler moved, that leave be given to bring ifl 
a bill for the more efledtually punifhing fuch perfons as ihall by 
violence obftrudt the freedom of corn markets, and the com tcade, 
or who.ihall be guilty of other offences therein mentioned, and 
for the making fatisfadion to the parties injured. — Ordered accor- 
dingly J and that the Right Hon. Mr. Fofter, Sir Lucius O^firien 
and Mr, Colville do prepare and bring in the fame« 

Mr. Cbatterton moved, that leave be given -to brin^ in a bill fot 
the better regulating elediohs of members of parliament for coun- 
ties, cities and towns corporate, where the right of voting is in 
the freeholders only, or in freeholders and freemen, and for afcer-^ 
raining the qualifications of perfons to vo^e at fuch eledlions, and 
to direct th& proceedings of fheriffs and other officers in the ele£t* 
ing and returning fuch members.— -Ordered accordingly i and 
that Mr* Chatterton, Mr. Gorges Lowther, and Mr. Bernard 60 
prepare and bring in the fame. 

Mr. Fofter faid, there being two other bills to the fame pur- 
pofe, he, therefore, was of opinion, the prefent bill was unne^ 
cefTary. 

The Pr^^ft faid, that he had read the bill of the Ifearned gen-t 
tleman, and it contained a review of all the election laws. 

Leave was j^ven to bring in the bill. 
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A petition of the commiiiioners for paving.the flxeeits of Dublin^ 
fetting forth the embarrafTed ftate of their funds, and praying re- 
lief, was prefented to the Houfe and read. 

Ordered, That the faid petition be referred to the committee 
a|>pointed to enquire into the caufes of the prefent dangerous and 
neglected ftate of the ftreets of this city. 

Right Hon. John Fdfler moved, that leave- be given to bring in 
a bill for directing the application of the fum of 15,000/. granted 
this feflion of parliament for the purpofe of paying bounties on 
the fale of the following manufactures of this kingdom ; that is 
to fay, the manufadures of wool, of wool mix^d, of cotton, of 
cotton mixed, thread, kentings, and manufactures of iron and 
copper, and for the further encouragement of agriculture and ma- 
nufactures. Ordered accordingly ; and that the Ri^ht.Hon, 

Mr. Fofter, the Right Hon. Mr. Attorney General, and the Right 
Hon. Mr. Prime Serjeant do prepare and bring in the fame. 

The Attorney General moved, that the corporation books and 
other papers belonging to the borough of Kilmailock, in the coun- 
ty of Limericif;, which were lodged with the Clerk of this Houfe, 
be delivered to the perfon who lodged the fame. ■ Ordered ac- 
cordingly. 



Friday, February 27, 1784. 

Balloted, purfuant to order, for a committee for trial of the 
' eleClion for the borough of Baltinglafs, who were fworn, a;nd the 
flfefaulters being called over, a great number were excufed. 

Mr. CSattertcn moved, that the feveral defaulters and members 
ordered into the cUftody of the Serjeant at Arms, be difcharged 
without paying fees, as he looked upon it that the bufinefs of 
election was nearly over, there not being above one, two or more 
to ballot for I and as he thought the mode of enforcing the attend- 
arice under the prefent law rather hard on the gentlemen. 

This motion was oppofed, the prefent mode enforced the at- 
tendance of gentlemen, and was produdive affair and impartial 
trials. 

The Speaker declared, that if they went on tn the prefeMmode 
of allowing frivolous excufes, they would render the aCt totally 
nugatory. 

The queftion being put, it was negatived without a divifion. 

Lord Delvin, according to order, reported from the committee 
appointed to take into confideration a bill for the relief of infol- 
▼ent debtors, that they had gone through the faid bill, paragrapk 
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. by paragraph, and made feveral amendments thereto, which he 
read in his place, and after delivered in at the table. 
' Ordered, That the bill be recommitted. 

Refolved, That this Houfe will, on Tuefday morning next, 
refolve itlelf into a committee of the whole Houfe, to take tlic 
faid bill into further confideration* 

Ordered, That the feveral petitions prefented to this Houfe 
relative to perfons in cuftody, and all returns made by (heriffi 
and gaolers, now lying on the table, be referred to the laft-named 
committee. 

Mr. Mclyneux adverting to the ridicule caft on the proceeding! 
of the Houfe, by admitting fuch farcical excufes for the non-at- 
tendance of members, moved. That the Serjeant ^t Arms lay on 
the table on Monday next, a lift of fuch members as are in cuf- 
tody, and have not paid their fees. — He afterwards withdrew his 
motion. 

Mr. Chattertoriy after enlarging on the intent of the law for com- 
pelling the attendance of members, and faying, that all commit- 
tees, lave one being appointed, any indulgence of the Houfe to 
fuch gentlemen as were in cuftody could be attended with no ill 
efFe6l whatever, moved, that fuch members as are in cuftody be 
difcharged, without payment of fees. 

Right Hon. the Attorney General faid, he was one of thofe who 
had Ihewn his refpefl to Lord Northington (for whom he enter- 
tained the fincereft efteem) by attending him to the water fide, 
and was therefore a defaulter 5 however, as he thought this no 
fufficient excufe for non-attendance, he would not ufeit as a plea. 
A law had been made to enable the Houfe to compel the attend- 
ance of its members on their duty, and was found to be attended 
with very good effeds — He would never, therefore, give hi« 

confent for relaxing it. He thought every gentleman called 

upon on this occafion to enforce the law, if it were only for the 
.fake of precedent : For if at any time there ftiould be a majority 
^ of the Houfe defaulters, with the contrary precedent on the jour- 
nals', they might take upon them to difpenfe with not only this 
but any other iaw of regulation. 

The Pr(rvoJi, Sir H^nry Lavendijhy and feveral defaulters, flood 
up to oppofe any relaxation in a law made for fo falutary a pur- 
pofe, as inforcing the attendance of gentlemen on their duty, and 
that Imd been attended with fuch falutary effeds. 

Mr. Chatterton's motion was negatived without a divilion. 

Right Hon. John Fofter prefented a petition of the feveral dealers 
in corn, farmers, brewers andmalfters, in the county of Louth, 
fetting forth that if the bill for regulating the corn trade be palTed 
into a law, in itsprefent form, it will be highly irjurious tothemal- 
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fters, brewen and diftillers of this kingdom, by difcouraging the 
growth of barley, andcaufing the farmer to run into the cultivation 
of wheat and oats, and conlequently tbemaliter to depend on a fo- 
reign market for a fupply of barley ; »that the quality of the malt will 
be alfo materially a^Peded by the above regulation, for the mallter, 
finding the ports will be open for the importation of foreigix 
malt as loon as the price comes to 1 zs, a barrel, will make his 
malt of an inferior quality, and fuch as he can afford ro fell under 
thofe limits, to prevent the importation ; and praying a more 
equal limitation of the prices of the difTerent kinds of grain for 
their admiillon into this kingdom ; and if it is thought adviieable 
to fix the limitation for importing wheat lb high as z^s. per barrel, 
oats may be railed to lOi. 6u. barley to i/^s. and malt to i6>. 
per barrel. 

Ordered, That the faid petition be referred to the committee of 
the whole Houfe, appointed to take into confideration a bill for 
regulating the corn trade, promoting agriculture, and providing 
a regular and fleady fupply of corn in this kingdom. 

A bill for the better adminiftration of juftice, by afcertaining 
the qualification of juftices of the peace for the counties at large, 
according to order, was read a fecond time and committed. 

Refolved, That this Houfe will, on Friday morning next, re- 
folve itfelfinto a committee of the whole Houfe, to take the faid 
bill into (^onfideration. 

Mr. Toler moved. That the proper officer do lay before this 
Houfe, a lift of tht juftices of the peace of the feveral counties in 
this kingdom, diftinguifbing the counties, and the times of their 
appointmerits-refpe6tively. Ordered. 

Mr. Molyneux moved. That the proper officer do lay before this 
'Houfe, the produce of the pipe- water funds for the laft feven 
years, diftinguilliing each year, and the charges attending the 
execution of the works during the fame period. -Ordered. 

The Attorney General faid, that the Houfe would recolledt* 
that they had made an order a few days ago, thkt the cofts incur- 
red by the petition of the Kilmallock election (bould be paid by thi^ 
petitioners, Daniel and Thomas Whiddenham.-^He faid, he had 
not intended to take any advantage of this order, but would have 
given way to the folicitations of his friends in oehalf of thofe pe- 
titioners, provided they had made a reaibnable apology for their 
unwarrantable attack upon him and his. right honourable colleague, 
which, at firft, they had promifed to do, but when they thought 
themielves fairly out of the fcrape they had altered their minds, 
and now refufed to make an apology for their conduit 5 he was, 
however, determined not to itt them off fo, and moved, that 
they ihould attend at the bar on Tuefday next. 

C c 
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The Hon. fJugh Maffey faid, he trufted the honour and genc- 
rofity of the Houfe would ever prevent it from en&rcing an order, 
to compel any gentleman to make an apology that would degrade 
him from that rank. — The perfons in queftion were willing to 
make any apology that was becoming gentlemen to make \ hot 
one of a moft degrading nature had been propofed to them. — ^He 
thought, and hoped the Houfe would think, they were right in 
rejefting it with fcorn ; but if that Houfe or any honourable gen- 
tleman would propofc an apology that was becoming gentlemen, 
he pledged himfelf that thofe perfons would aifent to it ; and he 
appealed to the feelings of the Houfe, whether gentlemen of re- 
fpedl, and honour of family, (antient family in their county) 
ihould be dragged to the bar becaufe they had difdained to ad 
unworthy of their charadter. 

The Attorney General faid, thofe perfons had at firft offered to 
make any apology he would didate, and had begged of him to 
write one, which he accordingly did, but they refufcd to fign it, 
becaufe it acknowledged that they haid propagated groundlefs 
falfehoods and abfurdities. This, he faid, was but the truth, 
for they had written jiundreds of letters, not only to the peers of 
parliament, but to almoft every man of rank in the kingdom; 
which letters contained numberlefs falfehoods and abfurdities.— 
Their refufing to acknowledge this, made him refolve not to give 
up the matter lightly, and particularly, as they had declared to him 
that they had been induced by fome perfons whom they would 
not name, to prefent their petition. 

Hon. Hugh Maffey — This is not the firft time, as I am inform- 
ed, that the Right Hon. Gentleman has mentioned this matter of 
the petitioners being fet on. I call on him to fpeak out like a 
man, who they are that fet them on, or induced them to petition, 
and if he does not declare, I (hall fuppofe he has no foundadon 
for the fuggeftion. 

Here Mr. Maffey fpeaking foraewhat warmly, the Right Ho- 
nourable John Fofter very refpedtfully interfered to order ; he 
faid, when thofe perfons came to , the bar, they might be eia- 
mined as to the point, of who induced them to give the Houfe 
and the (itting members fo much trouble^ but to enter into that 
now was to anticipate their evidence. 

Mr. Alexander Montgoniery faid, he could not fee any caufcfor 
calling them to the bar at all. 

Mr. Mofm faid, they had been ordered by the Houfe to pay 
cofts, they had not obeyed that order, and he thought this a very 
fufficient caufe for calling them to the bar. 

The Attorney General — If ft fhall be once eftaUiihedas a maxim, 
that any man in the ftreet, who is neither a candidate or an elec- 
tor in a borough, may infped the corporation books for weeks, 
in order to fifh out fome pretext for creating confuiion, may pe- 
tition this Houfej and after gis'ing a great deal of trouble to the 
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fitting members^ to the corporation, and to this Houfe> may juft 
at the day appointed for trial, walk off about his bufincfs, with- 
out making any apology or paying any cofts : I fay, Sir^ if thii 
be eftablifhed as a maxim, there is not a borough, city, or coun- 
ty in the kingdom that will not have petitioners againft their re- 
turns. Yet, Sir, it is propofed to let thofe men- efcape, who, 
being neither electors or candidates for the borough of Kilmallock, 
have done their utmoft to caufe confufion and create trouble. It 
Is, Sir, an high breach of the privilege of this Houfe to proceed 
in the manner I have defcribed s it is a high breach of the privi- 
lege of this Houfe, to write circular letters to the peers of parlia- 
ment, defiring them to interfere } it is an high breach of privi- 
lege to defire the interference of the convention. ^Thele are 

breaches of privilege that ought not to be pafled over in filence ; 
I would therefore call the authors to the bar to anfwer for their 
mifcondu6l, and to declare who inftigated them to it^ 

The queftion being put, that Daniel and T'homas Whiddehham 
do appear at the bar on Tuefday next, it was carried in th« affir* 
mative without a diviiion« 



Saturday, February 28, 17844 

The remaning defaulters called oven 

On the motion of the Attorney General it was jordeted^ that 
all members of the Idoufe in cullody of the Seijeant at Arms be 
difcharged on paying their fees« 

' Sir yo^H Biaquiere moved the lecond reading of a bill for ex- 
tending the provifions of an a6l pafled in this kingdom in the nine- 
teenth and twentieth years of his Majefty*s reign, entitled an a^ 
for naturalizing fuch foreign m/erchants, traders, artificers, arti- 
zans, manuf-i6turers, workmen, feamen, farmers and others, as 
fhall fettle in this kingdom. Read accordingly, and commit- 
ted. 

Refolved, That this Houfe will, on Tuefday morning next, 
refolve itfelf into a committee cf£ the Whole Houfe, to take the 
{kid bill into confideration. 

SirHemy Hartflcmge ptedsnitd a petition of the tobacco manu« 
fa^urers of the city of Limerick, complaining of an illicit trade 
carrying on in the county of Kerry, by running and fmuggling 
tobacco, and praying that a military force may be appointed by 
iea and land to put a ftop to the fame. " Read accordingly* 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie oa tlie taUe for the pe« 
rafai of the members* 

C c a 
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The bill for building a new jail in the city of Waterford, wai 
read a fecond time, and committed for the 8th day of March. 

The bill for regulating the qualification of ele&ors, read a fe- 
cond time, and committed for Monday. 

The bill for procuring a provifioH for the widows and children 
of decealed clergy, read a fecond time, and committed for Tuef- , 
day next. 

The bill for regulating the inland fifheries of Ireland, was read 
i fecond time, and committed for Tuefday next. 

The bill for the more efFedual regillering of freeholders, and 
the explanatory eleftion bill, were read a fecond time, and com- 
mitted for Tuefday next. 

The bill for the relief of infolvent debtors under a certain de- 
fcription, different from the bill now pending in the Houfe for the 
relief of debtors in cuftody, was read a fecond time, and com- 
mitted for Wednefday. 

A committee was ftruck to take into confideration the ftate of 
the fifhcries in Ireland, and to call for perfons and papers, and t© 
fit on Monday next. 



Monday, March i, 1784. 

The Right Hon. Mr. Gardiner reported to the Houfe, that his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant had been attended with the congra- 
tulatory addrefs of this Houfe to his Grace, and that thereupon 
his Grace was pleafed to return the anfwer following : 

** I fincerely thank the Hou4e of Commons for their congratu- 
lations, and for the juft opinion they entertain of my earnefl defire 
to promote the profperity and happinefs of Ireland.'* 

Ordered, That his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's anfwer be en- 
tered on the journals of this Houfe. 

Mr. Chatterton faid^ that actuated by humanity alone he beg- 
ged leave to prefs one word in favour of the infolvents, a fetof 
men who called aloud on the feelings, and he trufted^would there- 
fore excite the humane attention of the Houfe, — He faid, that his 
. humble motion was, that the committee of the whole Houfe, ap- 
pointed to take into confideration a bill for the relief of infolvent 
debtors, be impowered to deceive a claufe, that any perfon ap- 
plying for the benefit of the aft for the relief of infolvent debtors 
in actual cuftody, (hall not be obliged to pay any fe% or fees to the 
officer of an^ court, or to any perfon, either for his difcharge in 
purfuance oi this aft, or for any petition, affidavit or other pro- 
ceeding to be had preparatory thereto \ nor that fucii difcharge or 
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fuch petition, affidavit or other proceeding, be required to be 
ftamped, or be liable to any duty payable to the crown. 

The iVcv^ feconded the motion. 

And the queftion being put, it was carried in the affirmative, 
unanimoufly. 

It was alfo ordered, that the faid committee be impowered to 
receive a claufe to compel all perfons who are prifoners for debt, 
and who chufe to continue in prifon, to deliver up to their cre- 
ditors their eftates and efFeds upon oath, in order to iktisfy their 
juft debts. 

Mr, Chatter ton prcfcnted a petition from Felix Pritchard. This 
unfortunate gentleman's cafe was verified by affidavit, he had 
been a prifoner for debt only, in the gaol of Phiiipftown, for 
three years paft, where he had fuftered many hardfhips, for a 
contiderable time pail^ loaded with irons of at lead eleven pounds 
weight, often deprived of the ufe and benefit of fire; and when 
in the late inclement feafon he procured firing for his vidtuals, it 
was at the peril of his life a fire could be lighted up in the place 
of his confinement for want of ventilation, by which he was in 
great- danger of fuffocation. Mr. Chatterton pathetically appeal- 
ed to the feelings of every gentleman, and called on their fenfi- 
bility in favour of this unhappy obje^of their pity and commile* 
ration. 

Ordered, That the faid petition be referred to the committee 
of the whole Houfe, appomted to take into further confideratioa 
a bill for the relief of infol vent debtors. 

He then moved. That the gaoler of Phiiipftown do attend 
this Houfe, on Monday morning next. Ordered accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. Chatterton, according to order, prefented to the Houfe a 
bill for the better regulating eleftions of members to ferve in parlia- 
ment, for covnties, cities and towns corporate, where the right 
©f voting is in freeholders only, or in freeholders and freemen ; 
and for afcertaining the qualifications of perfons to vote at fuch 
eleftions, and to diredt the proceedings oi Iheriffs and other offi- 
cers in the eleding and returning fuch members j which was re- 
ceived and read a hrft time, and ordered to be read a fecond time 
on Saturday next. 

Right Honourable JVilliam Bronvnloiv prefented a petition of 
the gentlemen, clergy, freeholders and inhabitants of the county 
of Armagh, praying a reform in the prefcnt ftate of the reprefen^ 
tation of th^ people in the parliament of this kingdom. 
• Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the pc- 
rufal of the members. 

Sir Richard Jobnfton wiflied to be informed by the Right Ho- 
nourable Member (Mr. Brownlow) whether the Armagh petition 
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had been (igned by the freeholders exclufively, or alfo by thofc 
who were not freeholders, and b) what numbeF ? As he was in* 
formed the freeholders of the county of Armagh did not far exc^d 
the number of 2000 ; this would ^hrow fome light on the matter. 
However, if others as well as freeholders had fignedit, he thou^ 
the country much oWiged to them for this Infiance of their care to 
fhe conftjtution. 

JMr. Brffivnl<mf informed the Honourable Member, that the free* 
liolders were 2 $00 in member ^ of theie 1440 had iignedthe pe«> 
tition. It had been figned by near 5000 others, who were per* 
ions of character and property, fufficient to be freeholders, and 
who therefore ought to have votes. 

, Right Honourable Her cities Lanj^ord Rowley, prefented a peti- 
jionofthe jgentlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the county of 
Meath, praying a refprmin the prefent ftate of the reprefenta- 
tion of the people in the parliament of this kingdom. 

And the queftion being put, that th^ faid petition be read.?— 
It was carried in the afllirmative. 

And the fam^ was read accordingly. 

Ordered, That the fajd petition do lie on the table for th(B pcni'f 
fal of the members • 

Right Honourable Edward Cflry, prefented a petition of the 
freeholders of the county of Londonderry, praying a reform in 
the prefent ftate of the reprefentation of the people in the parlia- 
ment of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the* table for theperu*- 
fal of the mcfmbers. 

Mr. Tra'vers Hartley^ prefented a petition of the freemen and 
freeholders of the city of Dublin, praying a reform in the prcr 
fent ftate of the reprefentation of the people in the parliament of 
this kingdom. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the peru- 
sal of the members, . 

' Sir Hercules Langrijhe laidj on Mr. Hartley's prefenting the 
Dublin petition, that doubtlefs the citizens were a6luated by the 
moft friendly motives to their neighbours, when they made fuch 
heavy poraplaints of their grievances. They could have no in- 
terete chtmielves in redrelling ha r^ftips they did not feel. That 
fhey did not ^*t{ them was manifeft from the proper choice they 
had made of their prefent members. However, as he was a 
friend to the rights of the fubjedt to petition, he would give hi» 
confe'it to receiving the petition, though he was convinced, it 
would be found on rigorous examination, fubverfive of the confti- 
t«tion ^4 government. 

^. hartley thought the Citizens of Dublin had abundant rca- 
fon to complain of the prefent ftate of reprefentatioii. The dec« 
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tors of Dublin, among whom were many of the firft and moft re- 
fpedtahle charaders in the kingdom, amounted to 4000, and had 
but two reprefentatives, when the moft infignificant and depopu- 
lated borough returned the fame number. 

Sir Richard Butler prefented a petition of the gentlemen, clergy, 
and freeholders of the county of Carlow, praying a reform in the 
prefent ftate of the reprefentation of the people in the parliament 
of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the peru-» 
ial of the members. 

Right Honourable John Fofter, prefented a petition of the gen- 
tlemen, clergy, and freeholders of the county of Louth, praying a 
reform in the prefent ftate of the reprefentation of the people in the 
parliament'of this kingdom. 

Sir Edward Nenvenham faid, he could not help notidng the 
manner in which the petition of the relpectable electors of the 
county of Lx)uth was delivered ; until it was read, he did not 
think it was more than an infolvent petition, for the manner 
it was thrown on the table appeared to him very ungraci^ 
ous. 

Mr. Fofter faid, he had been informed that fome member had 
made obfervations on his manner of delivering the petition; he 
might not deliver a petition with that degree of elegance the 
Honourable Knight did, but no man could accufe him of want of 
refpe^ to the electors, as thofe of the county of Louth i and that 
they were entitled to refpedt, equally with thofe of any other 
county. 

Sir Edward Nenvenham replied. — Mr. Speaker, I am the mem- 
ber alluded to, therefore, I repeat my words ; that the manner of 
delivering the petition was ungrdcious. — 1 relented it on behalf 
of thofe refpeftable eledlors who figned the petition, and I main- 
tain it was indecently oiFtred to the Houfe — I am as much the 
friend of that refpedlable county as the Right Hon. Member. I 
flood up for their chara^er and confequence. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
rufal of the members. 

Sir Edward Newenham prefented a petition of the fheriff" and 
freeholders of county of Dublin, praying a reform in the prefent 
ftate of the reprefentatipn of the people in the parliament of this 
Idngdom ; he added, he never made a motion or tendered a re- 
folution with more zeal or warmth, than he did this unanimous 
defire of his conftituents — it was penned with moderation, and 
founded in juftice. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the tabic for the pe- 
rufai of the members • 
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The Right Honourable the Provofl prefented a petition of the 
freemen and freaholders of the county of the city of Cork, praying 
a reform in the prefent ftate of the reprefentation of the people in the 
parliament of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
rufalof the members. 

Mr. Sack<vslle Hamilton being chofcn a burgcfs for the city of 
Clogher, in the county of Tyrone, and alfo a burgefs for the bo- 
rough of Rathcormuck, in the county of Cork, made his eledion 
to ferve for the faid city. of Clogher. 

Ordered, That Mr. Speaker do iffue his warrant to the €lerk of 
the Crown to make out a new writ for elefting a burgefs to ferve 
in this prefent parliament, for the borough of Rathcormuck, in the 
county of Cork. 

Mr. IVilliam Or^le pref^ted a petition of the gentlemen, clergy, 
freemen, and freeholders of the county of the town ofDrogheda, 
praying a reform in the prefent ftate of the reprefentation of the 
people in the parliament of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
rufal of the members. 

Colonel Gtfr^ prefented a petition of the gentlemen, clergy, and 
freeholders of the county of Longford, praying a reform in the 
prefent ftate of the reprefentation of the people in the parliament 
of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the pe- 
rufal of the members. 

Mr. Peter Latouche prefented a petition of the freeholders of 
the county of Leitrim, praying a reform in the. prefent ftate of 
the reprefentation of the peoplj^n the parliament of this king- 
dom, f 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the pe^ 
rufal of the members. 

Right Honourable O^weu Wynne prefented a petition of the gen- 
tlemen, clergy, andfreeholders of the county of Sligo, praying a 
reform in the prefent ftate of the reprefentation of the people m the 
, parliament of this kingdom. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the pc- 
rufal of the members. 

A petition of the inhabitants of the corporation of Newtown- 
ardeg, praying a reform in the preient ftate of the reprefentation of 
the people in the parliament of this kingdom, was preiented to the 
Houfe. 

Ordered, That the faid petition do lie on the table for the pc- 
rufal of the members. 

Mr. O^Hara prefented a petition from the county of Sligo. — He 
faid, it was conveyed in language the moft refpc6tful to parlia- 
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mcnt ; for however they may have informed him of their partico- 
lar wifheSy they paid fo much deference to that Houfe, as not to 
fpecify any particular plan of reform. But the IJoufe muft not 
judge from thence, that the county would be fatisfied with any 
half meafurt, or any thing lefs than a complete and fubftantial re- 
form. - He then mentioned the various reafons the people have for 
defiring a reform j faid an early reform would be honourable for 
theftate, and grateful to the people, and.preifed adminiflratioa 
to meet the wi(hes of the public. He faid, that for his owti part, 
he never had been one of thofe who were ready to ri(k the jftate, 
or facrifice the inter«fts of the public to his own popularity j and 
though he placed the higfaeft value upon the well-earned applaule 
of his country, yet it was their well-earned applaufe alone that he 
defired ; he therefore, was the better entitled to fay the petition 
met with his approbation.— r-He then recommended it to the 
Houfe to adopt the wifhes of the public, and prefented the, peti- 
tion, 

Mr. Mafon rofe to inform him, that a petition from the county of 
Siigo had been prefented. 

- Mr. 0*Hara faid, if it had been prefented it muft have been dur- 
ing the time he had been ihut up on the Baltinglafs committee. — 
And that his was the fame which muft have been prefented by his 
colleague. The petitioners, he faid, would not be contented with 
a half-meafure, nothing fliort ofanEFFtCTUAi. reform would 
fatisfy them* 

The Honourable Denis Browne faid, that a report had gone 
abroad that Lord Northington had loaded the already-over-bur- 
thened eftabliihment with additional penfions, one of 500/. a year 
to Mr. Lees, the other 2«;oo/. a year to Mr. Hamilton j and called 
on gentlemen in the treafury department, to inform the Houfe re- 
lative to this matter — That the Houfe might be enabled to enquire 
into it, in the manner it defer ved, he moved. That the proper 
officer be ordered to lay befote the Houfe, an account of the pen- 
fions granted during Lord Northington^s adminiftration. 

Mr. Clements told the hon. mover he could give him no informa- 
tion ; this was the hrft time he heard of it. ' 

Sir Hercules Lanf'tijbe wilhed the motion ftiould run m the words, 
^' That the proper officer lay before the Houfe an account of the 
penfions, if any, granted by Lord Northington.'* Otherwife the 
public mind might be impreffed with an idea, that penfions had 
been granted. 

' Sir Henry Can}endijb would not confent to any alteration, — He 
thought the wording of the motion ought to be left to the Honour- 
able Gentleman who made it, and might be fuppofed beft to un-r 
derftand the meaning of his own words. 

Mr. Q rattan laid, if Lord Northington had made fuch a bargain, 
(that is, to allow Mr. Hamilton a penfion of 2500/. per annum. 
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in lieu of his place, ) he was convinced it. was from the moft ttco* 
nomical motives, and the bed principles towards this country.—- 

She falary of the chancellorihip of the exchequer^ which office 
r, Hamilton now held, was ijoo/a year, and if Lord North- 
ington had offered him a peniion of 2500/. in lieu of it,, his motive 
was, that an ofHcer of fo much importance ihould be conftrained 
to reiide in this country, and be no longer an abfenleee. But there 
was, however, he faid, every reafon to believe Lord Northington 
bad not executed the meafure. 

Mr. Molyneux Could fee no oeconomy in giving a man near 
double the income of his place, and faid he would oppofe any 
unneceflary addition to our already overloaded eftablifhment. 

The Frovoft faid, he knew for a longferies of years, the inde- 
pendence of Mr. Hamilton's fortune and principles. He was above 
making any bargain that could refiedt the lead diihonour on himfelf. 
Necemty could not compel him to do any thing contrary to his 
ientiments, as he had a large and independent fortune, and more- 
over was a batchelor, and had no children. 

Mr. Browne having confented to the amendment. 

The queftion was then put. That the proper officer do lay be- 
fore tbe Houfe an account, whether any, and what penfions have 
been placed on the eftablifhment during the adminifhation of Lord 
Northington. 

Sir Annejley Stewart moved. That the proper ofEcer do lay be- 
fore this Houfe the grant of looms and wheels made this year by 
the truflees of the linen board, and an account of the particular 
perfons to whom they are ordered to be delivered. 

General Cunningham was fure there was fomething rotten at the 

bottom in the management of the board. He had improved as 

much as any man in the kingdom, and helped manu^^ures, by 
eflabliihing manufadtories, and afllfling poor manufkcluren, yet 
could never obtain a loom, unlefs he would accept of it as a par- 
ticular gift to himfelf, which he declined doing. The truftees of 
the linen board, did not confider themfelves, he faid, as truftees, 
but proprietors, fome of whom appropriated 30 looms to them- 
felves. 

Ml . Fofler wilhed for the enquiry, as he was convinced nothing 
would come to light but what would be to the honour of the 
members of the linen board* 

The motion was agreed to unanimoufly. 

Mr. Fo/ier faid he had in his hand a bill, which if paffed into a 
law, would remedy not only the defedl complained o^ but num- 
berlefs others. His objeQ, he faid, was through the medium of 
the commiflioners of impreft, to bring regularly before parliament 
an account of the expenditure of all public grants, that the cor- 
porations or others to which they are made, may not thihk them- 
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felves proprietors^ but only fniftecs for the due application theftf* 
of. — He then moved. That leave be given to bring in k bill for 
the due accounting for all money granted for public works, cha- 
rities and hofpitals, and for the ordering a regular account in fu* 
ture of all monies entrufted to the corporation for carrying on the 
inland navigation, the truftees of the linen manufacture, the Dub- 
lin fociety, thepaymafter of the corn premiums, the corporati*- 
pn for paving the itreets of Dublin, and for other purpofes therein 
mentioned; 

He was feconded by the Right Hon. Mr. BeresfortL 
Ordered accordingly, and that the Right Honourable Mr. Fos- 
ter, the Right Honourable Mr.' Beresford, and the Right Hon, 
Mr. Secretary of State, do prepare and bring in the fame. 

The Houfe, according to order, refolved itfelf into a commit- 
tee of the whole Houfe, to cpnfider further ofwaysand meani 
for railing the fupply granted to his Majefty ; and after fome time 
fpent therein, Mr. Speaker rcfumed the chair, and the Right Ho- 
nourable Mr, Fofler reported from the committee, that they had 
come to fome refoliitions, which they had directed him to re- 
port when the Houfe will pleafe to receive the fame, and that 
he was directed to move the Houfe for leave to lit again. 

Ordered, That the faid report Be* received to-morrow mora* 
ing. 

Refolved, That this Houfe will, on this day fevennight, re- 
folve itfelf info a committee of the whole Houfe, . to confider 
further of ways and means, for raifing the fupply granted to his 
Majefty. 

Mr. Bourke moved for leave to bring in a bill to amend the 
laws for the encouragement of planting timber trees. — Ordered 
accordingly % and that Mr, Buflie, the Right Honourable Mr. 
Fofter, and the Right Honourable Mr. Daly, do prepare and bring 
In the fame. 

The Right Honourable J^u Fcfier prefented to the Houfe, ac- 
cording to order, a bill for directing the fum of 1 5,000/. granted 
thisfeliion of parliament, for the purpofe of paying bounties on 
the following manufadures of this kingdom; that is to fay, the 
manufadures of wool, of wool mixed, of cotton, of cotton mix- 
ed, thread, kentings, and manufactures of iron and copper, and 
for the further encouragement of agridulture and manuUdtures | 
which was received and read a firft time, and ordered to be read a 
fecond time to-morrow morning. 

Ordered, That the faid bill be printed. 

Sir Frederick Flood, ptirfuant to a former declaration, mov- 
ed that the committee on the infolvent bill, be impowered to re- 
i:eive a cbufe, to compel all perfoos in cuftody wl>o chufe to ftajr 
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in prii«n rather than pay their creditors, to account for their for- 
tune and efFeds on oath. — Ordered. 

Mr. Molyneux defired to know if the committee on the Portugal 
trade were ready to report, or had agreed thereto. 

Sir Lucius O^Brien moved,. That the fecretary of the Dublin 
Society do lay before this Houfe an account of all premiums of- 
fered by the faid fociety for the manufafturing (ingle ftuffs or du- 
rants, fince the year 1770 j as alfo an account of all premiums 
or bounties paid on that account, diflinguiihing the perfbns re- 
ceiving the fame, their places of abode, and the quantities and 
kinds of goods for which fuch premiums were refpe^ively paid. 
— Ordered accordingly. 

The order of the day for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe to take into conlideration a bill for re- 
lief of his Majefty*s fubjedts, in cafes of frivolous or illegal arrefts, 
being upon motion read, 

Refolved, That this Houfe will, on this day feveniiight, re- 
folve itfelf into a committee of the whole Houfe, to take the faid 
bill into coafideration. 



Tuesday, March a, 1784. 

The Houfe refolved itfelf into a committee on the naturalizati- 
on bill, Mr. Ifaac Corry in the chair. 

Sir Hercules Langrijbe faid, he was happy to live at fuch an en- 
lightened period as the prefent, when the former prejudices of 
mankind were in a great meafure done away, and the fanguinary 
current of thofe religious diftinftions which had deluged the blood 
of millions, to fatiate the bigoted fury of fanatics, was ftemmed 
by the lenient and free operation of reafon. Defcended, he faid, 
from the fame line, men, however partitioned or fcattered over 
the globe, however particularized by thofe gradations of colour, 
which through various climes run from light to fhade, in the hu- 
man feature j yet the relative chain which connedted the rational 
, Being half fcorched under a tropical fun, to the half frozen native 
of the irtic circle, called upon a philofophic mind to view them 
in no other light than that of brethren. U/ider this conviftion, 
how much 4Pore blaraeable mufl: it appear, to keep vp injurious 
diftindlions between thofe who pride themfelves in the glorious at- 
tribute of knowledge j and who, admitting the religion of the 
Jews as the very foundation of their own, yet reje^ that people, 
for a misfortune much more to be lamented^ than remedied — want 
of faith, and habitual ftubbornnefs. — If thefe people were ever to 
be converted, he faid, it was not by excluding them from the fo* 
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ciety suid confidence of ChrtAians* Admitting this induftrious 
race vto fettle among us, might wear away all the afpenties 
which preclude them from our focicty. Intermixture of mar- 
riages might bring them to think like ourfelves, and even the 
laft teint of their deeper colour, die away to our own natural 
carnation. The numerous thaufands of Jews banifhed by the 
Emperor of Adrian into Spain, were no more to be recognized 
in that nation, though their defcendants even now compole the 
prime of its nobility. He (Sir Hercules) was therefore an ad- 
vocate for giving thofe people a favourable reception in this 
kingdom. He was for letting all foreigners, without partiality* 
enjoy all the advantages of a land of freedom. He was con- 
vinced it would ,be attended with the moft falutary efFe^, 
and (Irongly recommended its confideration to the committee. 

Sir Henry Cavendijb faid he could not agree in fentiment, on £0 
enlarged a fcale as the Hon. Baronet. It could not be forgotten^ 
that fome years ago a bill fimilar to this, was fo unpopular in 
England, that it was thought necefTary to repeal the bill the 
feifion after its enaction. He had no objedion, on his part, to 
any defcription of foreigners ; he would therefore move an a- 
mendment, that the benefit of the a6t (hould be extended to 
all perfons profefling the ChhUian religion. 

Sir Lucius O^Brien faid, that in England, where there were 
many wealthy Jews, there might be fome lheM(. of political rea« 
fbn for giving them the rights of citizens, but here, where 
t;here were no Jews, no fuch apology exifted. 

Mr. Griffith rofe to acknowledge the juftice and liberality 
of the Hon. Baronet's (Sir Hercules Langriflie) reafoning. He faid 
the queftion was, whether we would admit a number of weal- 
thy traders and manufacturers, who profeifed religious tenets, 
though different from our's, yet fuch as taught them perfed 
obedience to the laws of the land. He deplored the poverty 
of this country, and thought it confident with good policy to 
invite wealthy and indultrious men to fettle amonglt us, let 
their religion or complexion be what it might. 

Sir Jobn Blaquiere obferved, that by a law at prefent in force, 
the Jews were entitled to an afylum in this kingdom, yet it was 
not found fince that a6t was palFed, that many of thofe people 
had fettled here. And this would be eafily accounted for, on 
the principle of the well-known difpofition of the Jews, whofe 
aims were direded to no country, but where they could get 
money. Even in fuch places as dragged them to a level of 
infamy, a wifh of gain had made them acquiefce under every 
inl'ult. In Genoa, they were condemned to be marked from 
the reft of the community, by wearing a, yellow hat ; in Venice, 
a fimilar decree obliged them to wear a blue one, and are pro- . 
hibited from .xnixing with the people. As no diicouragemenc 
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can deter them where they have a hope of accumulating wealtk i 
£o, on the contrary^ no motive can induce them to fettle in a 
country were they are not Simulated by the incentive of gain. 
The oppoiition which the Jews naturalization bill received in 
England, both in parliament and from the people, is too recent 
sot to be well known. Even Spain and Portugal were alarm- 
ed at the event, and in confequence^ both crowns remonftrated 
£> far on that head, with the miniftry of England, as to threa- 
ten the revocation of their commercial treaties ; the ad was ac- 
cordingly repealed. He wilhed, he faid, to fee men of pro- 
perty and ingenious manufacturers fettle rn this kingdom, yet it 
was well known though the Jews were wealthy, they were fo te- 
nacious of that wealth, as not to fuffer it to diffufe general good 
to any nation } and. they were at no period known to encourage 
the arts or manufactures. 

. Mr. George Ponfonby obferved, that giving oppofition to the bill, 
becaufe the unfortunate Jews were condemned to wear a yellow 
hat in .Genoa, and a blue hat in Venice, was arguing from 
an odious abufe, and not from the liberality of reafon. A con- 
trary practice of the ill-treatment thofe people met with in other 
countries, might be the very liberal means of inviting them to 
fettle among us. As to the precedent alluded to of oppofition 
to the Jews bill in England, it could not be of any force in 
Ae prefeitt cafe, as it was carried on to ferve the purpofes of 
party, and to render the Duke ofNewcafUe unpopular, under 
a mafk of a pretended regard to religion* But the Duke pene- 
trating into the views which directed this oppofition, and a ge- 
neral Selection approaching, he defeated the defign, by making a 
merit of the repeal of this aCt. If Englifh oppofition, he faid, 
wis to be allowed as found argument, againft the propriety of 
the prefent bill, they might on the fame ground of reafoning, 
condemn the humane and liberal laws in ravour of the Roman 
Catholics, becaufe Lord George Gordon and the proteflant affo* 
ciation, from the worft of motives, had oppofed fuch laws in 
England. . The remonftrances made againft the Jews* bill by 
Spain and Portugal, Ihould furnifh the greatefi reafons for our 
giving thofe people an afylum. The oppofition of thofe nati- 
ons did not arife from religious motives, but from the dread of 
the injuries that would arife in holding out any incentive for 
drawin'g fo ufeful a clafs from amongft them. As he was fully 
convinced, he laid, of the utility of the bill, he would there- 
fore oppoie the amendment. 

Sir John Blaquiere faid, if the Hon. Gentleman had taken the 
trouble to inform himfelf a little better on this fubjeCt, he would 
know that Spain and Portugal could not have proceeded on the 
principle of jealoufy, which he had fuggeittd, as neither country 
fufFered any Jews to remain amonglt them, but roafted them 
alive whenever they found them. 
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The amendment was then negatived without adivifionu 

This amendment being difpofed of> 

Sir Lucius O'^Brien moved, that the words, *' 'during their re- 
iidence here" beinferted. 

Sir Hercules Langrijbe oppofed the Hon, Baronet's amendment, 
en the principle of its reftriding the benefits, of the bill, which 
was^)[9^culated to give a general naturalization to all foreignen* 
It would be alfo difficult to afcertain how long they might fbtjr 
in -'the kingdom. 

Right Hon, the Provofi. — I profefs myfelf a friend, Sir, to tfaw 
bill, both on account of its humane and liberal fpirit, and be- 
cause I am of opinion it will materially ferve my country. It 
will. Sir, give foreigners of property an opportunity of (ettli^g 
here, as they will hi vcfted by law with a power of purchaliog 
land. If we put the aUen duty in competition with a bill, calcn-- 
lated as this is, to promote the public intereft, it will be found 
{o inligmBcant and trifling as to deferve no cohfideration. How- 
ever, I think that they ought to give fome fecurity of making 
this their place of residence during life. 

The amendment was afterwards put and negarived. 

The Speaker took the chair, and Mr. Corry reported. 

Mr. George Ponjoniy moved. That leave be given to hnng in 
a bill for the better colledlion of his Majefty*s revenue, and for 
preventing frauds therein. 

Mr Corry begged to know if this was only a revival of the 
prefent revenuebill, or whether it contained new matter. 

The Attorney General faid, the beft way for the Hon. Gentle* 
man to know that, would be by attending the committee. 

Sir John Blaquiere faid, he thought the queftion quite parlia- 
mentary, as it went to enquire what the learned gentleman in- 
tended to lay before the committee, and which, if he did not ap- 
prove, he might oppofe before it went thither. 

Mr. ChattertoH faid he had never known a refufal to anfwer fo 
fair, fo parliamentary a queftion. ' A polite anfwer he thought 
was a compliment due to every member of the Houfe upon 
fuch an occafion. 

Mr. Carry. — I have always known fuch queftions as that which 
I took the liberty of putring to the learned gentleman, immedi- 
ately and candidly anfwerea, I do afTure him, that it was not 
to embarrafs or oppofe the bill I made that enquiry, but to 
know whether I might not leave town for a few days, which 
I would do if his bill was a renewal of that which now exifls : 
but indeed I did not expe6t to have been fo anfwered. I muft 
now obferve, that there is an off-hand concifenefs which charac- 
terizes the fpeeches of the Right Hon. Gentleman, and which 
I am convinced the Houfe wjihes to have laid aiide. If ever 
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there was a proper occafion for enquiring into the purport of 
a bill propofed it is this, whtn the property of every man in 
the ftate is concerned. Yet this bill, of fuch enormous coni'e-. 
^uence, is moved with an unufual degree of precipitation } nor 
can I think it either polite or decent for one gentleman to bounce 
up in his place, and haftily move fuch a bill without any ex- 
planation or comment, and another gentleman to bounce jM. in 
hja place, and reply to a perfon who enquires into its tSSen- 
cj — ** attend the committee and you will Imow what it contains," 
Right Hon. Mr. Beresford affured Mr. Corry, that hp had rifen 
immediately upon his queftion to give him all poilible iatisfac- 
tion, but had not the good fortune to be attended to. The title 
of the bill fhewed that it differed from the former,- but tins dif- 
ference was only in matters of regulation, not in principle or 
any eifential point ; and he believed that the Hon. Gentleman* 
and every man who approved the prefent bill, would more llrong- 
ly approve that which was about to be introduced. 

Mr. George Ponfonby faid, it Was alfo his intention to explain 
to the Hon. Gentleman that the new bill contained no extrane- 
ous matter, and only differed from the former in points of re- 
gulation.-. "^ 

Mr. Chatierton adverted to a claufe in the laft revenue bill, 
by which judges of affize have a power of reducing damages 
found againft any revenue officer for mifdemeanour in the exe- 
cution of his office, and complained of it as everfive of the trial 
by jury. 

Leave was given, and Mr. George Ponfonby, the Right Hon. 
Mr. Attorney General, the Right Hon. Mr. Prime Serjeant, Mr. 
Solicitor General, and the Right Hon. Mr. Poller, were ordered 
to prepare and bring in the fame. 

Mr. Montgomery (of Donegal) faid he was informed that each 
officer of the military when employed in feizing unftatutable Hills 
Lad been allowed two guineas, each ferjeant one, each corpo- 
ral half a guinea, and a crown to each of the privates ; as this he 
thought was a prodigal diflribution of public money, he fliould 
move, that the proper officer do lay before this Houfe an ac- 
count of the fums that have been expended in premiums to 
the military officers and their parties, and to the revenue officers 
and their parties, fpecifying the fums paid to each party; and 
in what diflridts, and what fums have been paid for the ufe of 
the public from thofe informations, for two years lafl paft. 

Mr. Beresjord replied, he never knew any money accepted 
by the comraiHioned officers for this fervice. The non-com- 
mi iiioned officers and privates were indeed allowed a compen- 
Iktion for their trouble. — Ordered. 

Mr. Attorney General — There is an order, Mr. Speaker, for the 
attendance of two gentlemen, for preferring a frivolous petitioa 
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agamil the Kilttiaflock eleftion. I^ Sir, had the hohotif of mak- 
ing the motion for that order, merely to fupport the privileges 
of this Houfe. Thefe gentlemen are now at the bar^ and pro- 
mife, in future, to give the corporation no diftutbance* I hold 
their petition in my handf and as they have given every fa-* 
tisfaftion, I move that the order for their attendance be dif* 
charged. 
The order was accordingly difcharged. 
Mr. Attorney General toCg- 3.gSLin and faid, that as Daniel and 
Thomas Widdenham had made every apology for paft behaviour^ 
and had promifed to conduct themfelves better in future, he 
therefore declared publicly in his place, that he would never think 
it worth his while to make them pay the cofts. He then moved^ 
that the order for compelling them to pay the cofts be difcharg- 
ed.— Ordered, 

Houfe in committee on the infolvent bill, Lord Efclvin in the 
chair. 

The names of thofe in aiflual confinement, fpecifying the dif- 
ferent prifons, were read. 

Mn Toler moved that the petition of James Burne, of Carlow> 
Gent, againd Sarah Murphy and Edmund Rofke's being included 
in the adt, be read. 

Mr. C/6j//<fr/o«.-^I objedt to any perfon*s being excluded by 
name. The bill Is calculated to prevent fraud } for the debtor 
is compelled, on oath, to deliver up his effects, and if found . 
guilty of fraud, is liable te be puni&ed as a felon without be- 
nefit of clergy. By the laws of the twelve tables, which were 
accounted very cruel, that unfortunate debtor who could not 
pay his debts, was torn in pieces and his limbs divided among 
his creditors, in proportion to what he owed them refpedlively- 
But you enatt a crueller punifiimentj for what death can be 
more terrible and lingering than a perpetual imprifonment ? The 
judges are left a power by the bill to determine in the cafe of 
thole unhappy people, and I call on the humanity of the Houfe 
not to pafd lb fevere a fentence on them. I declare upon my 
honour, and on my confcience, I have taken every precaution 
againft fraud in the framing of the bill, and therefore hope 
and conjure the Houfe to let the bill pafs in its prefent 
form. 

Mr. Tolert — If we receive petitions againft debtors, and do not 
enter into their merits, it will be abfurd to have a fchedule at 
all. In the petition in queftion there are witnefles at the bar 
ready to prove on oath, that the perfons in cuftody have pro* 
perty fufncient to pay their creditors. If any muilbe impri* 
ibned, it is much more proper the lot (hould fall on them than 
tl^e petitioner, who only became their fecurity. I am no friend 
to romantic notions of humanity at the expence of jufticc. 

Dd 
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Mr. Chatter ton **^Ho perfon can be included in rhe adt wliofe 
name is notj'n the Ichedule — The debtor has fo many form? to 
go through, that he is excluded all poflibility of fraud — he muft 
give notice to his cj-editors, and the matter is to be tried before 
the judges, of the fuperior court— It is not confiftent with the 
Iionoufy with the humanity of this HouCe, to condemn a roife- 
rable objetl to perpetual imprifonment, becaule an Hon. Gentle^ 
man makes a motion, of courfe ; betidesy it is beaFJng only one 
of the parties, while the wretched debtor, with a furrounding 
family, is immured within the dreary walls of a miferable pri- 
fon, and has not the opportunity to lay hi» cafe before you) 
1 befeech you, I call on the humanity of the Houfe tis avoid 
thofe exclufions- I have had applications made to me by feve* 
ral refpedtable friends of mine to prefent peticioas againft the 
unfortunate. In any other inftance I could not prevail with 
myfelf to rcf ale ^ them any requeft, but in this I declined pre- 
ferring their petitions, and referred them to the judges. How- 
ever, as I hope I have done my duty, L will leave it to the 
humanity of the Houfe to determine. 

The queftion being put, there appeared for excluding chem. 

Ayes, » — ^ — 21 

Noes, ' *-^ — -^ — i& 

Majority, ' . ■^— " '3 

The Speaker having refumed the chair, and Lord Delvin re- 
ported fomje progrefs, the committee was ordered again for 
Thurfday. 



Wednesday, March 3, 1784, 

Mr. U'llliam Ponfonby prefented, from the county o( Kilken- 
ny, a petition, which he faid was figned by more than thirty 
gentlemen, &c. praying a reform in the parliamentary repre- 
lentation of this kingdom, confonant to the plan propofed by 
tjhe convention. 

He alio prefented a petition from the county ©f Kilkenny, 
figned vby upwards of three hundred gentlemen, &c. praying 
that no innovation might be fufFered to 'take place in the par- 
liamentary reprefentation of this kingdom, efpecially upon iuch 
a complex, partial and ineffe£lual plan as that offered to the 
Houfe; declaring the petitioneis perfed fatisfadion at the fe- 
curity and happmtfs they enjoy under our prefent free tonfti- 
tJtion, and exprefling their firm reliance on the Houfe to pre- 
lerve that conftitution inviolate. 

Mr. Molyneux was ,fure the motion he wa« going to make^ 
mull, as a matter of courfe, meet the approbation of gentlemen 
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on both fides of the Houle* To permit gentlemen holding high 
offices in this country, to refide in another, was a pra6lice of 
a deftruftive nature. A few days fince, gentlemen on the other 
fide of the Houfe were profufe in their encomiums on Lord 
Northington, for his provident bargain of giving 2,^00/. for 
1,500/. a year.. In confiftency, therefore, they were bound to 
fupport his motion, which had refpeft to the end they profeffed 
themfelves friendly to. Thefe gentlemen had applauded Lord 
Northington's bargain with Mr. Hamilton, Chancellor of the 
£xchequer, on the ground that it would be for the public inte- 
rcll'j that an officer of fuch importance (hould be efficient and 
retidentk His motion had a tendency to that end : he did not> 
therefore, fee how they could oppofe it. But ^ let other gen- 
tlemen think as they may, to him the conduft of that admini* 
ftration had appeared lb pregnant with ruin and dilgrace, that 
he fincerely v/iflied this country was never curfed with fuch. 
another. If Mr. Hamilton be not equal or willing to difchargc 
Jhis office, he ought to refigh it. He then moved, that it is the 
opinion cf this Houie, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
of Ireland ought to be refident in the kingdom. 

The Attortiey General faid he had no objedion, if the Hon. 
Mover permitted him to make an amendment of only one word> 
by adding ** henceforward" to the motion. 

Mr, Mclyneux objected to the amendment, as there might be 
fome hidden meaning under it. 

The Aturney Gene'ul faid, his meaning was, to prevent any 
(ligma being thrown on the character of a very worthy and re- 
l*pe61abie gentleman. He had not the honour of knowing him 
but from fame; however, tiiat juftice due from man. to man, 
fbould call on gentlemen to ule every precaution againft any 
thing that could, by any implication, convey the moft remote 
cenfure on a very honourable charader. In fuppofing that he 
could have any hidden meaning, the Hon. Member had given 
him credit for more ingenuity than he poifeffed. 

Right Hon. ttie Hr<rjGjh — It is nut, I am convinced, th^ 
intention of this Houfe, or of the Hon. Mover, to fix a lligma 
on one of the worthitft gentlemen living. It is not. Sir, con- 
fident with the juftice of the Commons of Ireland, to caft im- 
putations on a very honourable character, unheard. As fuch 
a, refoiution implies a fort of cenfure, why is it confined to a 
particular gentleman ? Why, if it be requifite, not make it ge- 
neral ? There are many other offices of the hrft rank and im- 
portance, which are filled by non-refidents. I hope, therefore, 
the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Molyneux) will treat them all. in the 
fame manner, and not fcled Mr. Hamilton as an objeft of par- 
ticular attention, efpecially as the negociation now on foot, 
will xender the motion unnecelfary, by which I underiland the 

Dd 7. 
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office IS to be transferred to a Right Hon. Gentleman^ who 
as able to difcharge the duties of it, as any man, without ex- 
ception, in either country. I feel myfelf called on to oppoie 
the motion, both from public motives and private refpeft for 
a very worthy character, with whom I have the honour of a 
long and intimate acquaintance ; as its peculiarity looks like a 
cenfure on the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Were the motion 
to be extended to all who poiTefs offices, and are abfent from 
this country, it would include Mr. Rigby, and fome other cha- 
racters much edeemed in thia country. I muft alfo oppoie the 
amendment propofcd by my Right Hon. Friend (the Attorney 
General) under me, as conveying an implication of cenfure, I 
am fure, from his ufual candour, he did not intend. The word 
hencefornvard has a retrofpe^t to what is paf^, and in my mind 
ihould be omitted. 

Mr. Griffith faid, he wifhed zealouily to extend this motion 
to every abfentee officer. 

Sir John Blaquiere faid he was againfl it^ whether applied 
in general, or to particulars ; and in order to give the honou- 
rable member an opportunity of re-coniidering it, and confult- 
ing his friends on the fubjed, he would call for the order of 
|he day, which he was in fome degree entitled to do, having 
given way to his 'motion, fuppofing it a motion of course. , 

Mr. Chatter ton rofe to give his moft hearty aflent to the 
motion; the falary was great, and fomething fhould be done 
for it. 

The Attorney G^ff^r^/ faid when he propofed the amendnient, he 
had not the mofi diilant idea of throwing the lead imputation on 
Mr. Hamilton, he did not think it capable of fuch interpretation, 
however as a Right Hon. Gentleman (the Provoft) behind, 
thought otherwife, he would withdraw it. 

Sir Richard Mujgrarje fuppofed gentlemen proceeded on the 
patriotic principle, that the influence of the crown v/as too great 
in Ireland, and therefore they wifhed to keep the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer abfent in Endand. 

Right Hon. Mr. Brtnimlcnx; — 1 am not only of opinion with the 
Right Honourable the Attorney General, that no cenfure is con- 
veyed by the amendment, but am perfuaded that the original 
motion, fo far from being a mark of difapprobation, is a tefti- 
mony of our refped for the Chancellor oi the Exchequer ; for 
•were he an infigniticant or bad man^ we ihould not be deiirous 
of bringing him among us ; but as he is a gentleman of worth, 
and a very honourable character, we wiih to have his com- 
pany. 

Mr, Corry was againft the naotion, as he refpe£ted the charac- 
ter of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and as he thought M 
improper to be conllaatly troubling the Houfe with fuch a puerile 
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impetjofity ; he begged leave to recommend more maturitv 
of confideration to the Hon. Member (Mr. Molyneux) in fu. 
ture. 

Mr. Molynettx faid, he admired the diara6ler of the Chancel^ 
lor of the Exchequer as much as any man who had fpoken in his 
favour ; but he was Ihocked at the idea of a treaty to give him 
2,500/. penfion ; and he thought compelling his refidence would 
be the moft efFeftual bar to that penfion. He faid he had n6 
objedtion to include the Mafter of the Rolls in his motipn ; and 
if it was the defire of the Houfe, he would. But he was lorry 
to find himfelf deferted by his friends, and by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman who had feemed to promife him fupport, and evvn 
made an amendemnt to facilitate his motion ; fuch volatile and 
unfteady conduct he thought unbecoming the gravity and im- 
portance of his office. 

, He withdrew his motion, giving notice that iqi a few days 
he would again introduce it. 

Mr. George Ponjonby faid, the Hon. Gentleman feemed equally 
unacquainted with the intereft which Mr. Hamilton had in his 
office, and with the negociation which had been talked of, and 
which he denied to be as reprefented. Mr.. Hamilton, he faid, 
had a life interefl in his office, it was his freehold, and the Houfe 
could no more deprive him of it than it could him (Mr.^Pon- 
fbnby) of his eftate; as therefore, the Houfe could not compel 
him to refide by taking his office in cafe of refufal, it could 
not be fuppofed that Mr. Hamilton, contrary to his intereft and 
his inclination, would, in obedience to a vote of that Houfe, 
either refign his office or refide in Ireland. 

Mr. Brffwnlsmf faid it was a new method to debate a queftion 
after it was withdrawn 

Mr. Molyneux faid, he had been declared ignorant of the ne- 
gotiation concerning Mr. Hamilton's place. He admitted that 
all his knowledge of that tranfadtion was what had been men- 
tioned by Lord Northington's advocates in that Houfe. But as 
to the power of the Commons. of Ireland, he believed, Mr. 
Hamilton would tre^t it with more refped than th^ learned 
gentleman did, efpecially as he was. palpably wrong in point 
of law, for the tenure by which Mr. Hamilton held his of- 
fice, was quamdiu fe Lent ^^ff^rity and whether total and per* 
petual abfence was confonant to that tenure he fubmitted to the 
Houfe. 

The Houfe then difcharged fome perfons who had been ar* 
refted, when attending on a committee; and ordered the de- 
puty ferjeant at arms of the court of Exchequer, and his bailiff 
who had arreftcd them, to attend at the bar to-morrow. 
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Thursday, March 4, 1784. 

Aldrman Warren moved, Thar leave be given to bring in a 
bill for paving, cleanfmg, lighting, watching and better regulat- 
ing the police of the city of Dublin. Ordered, and that Al- 

deVman^ Warren and Lord Delvin do prepare and bring in the 
fame. 

The Hoiife, according to order, refolved itfelf into a commit- 
tee of the v/hole Houfe, to take info further confideration a bill 
for relief of infol vent debtors, William Meade Ogle, Efq; in the 

chair. _ ". x^ , 

Sir Henry CaTjen^fi/b moved, that the namfe of William Ba^iy, 
zn uncertified bankrupt, be expunged, as an improper objed of 

^ the bill, and the more fo as there was a petition figned by three 

' of his creditors againft him. 

Mr. Greene faid, that having in a former feffion moved for pre- 
cluding: this bankrupt from the benefit of an infolvent bill, then 
dependin-^, he had, confident therewith, alfo oppofed his receiv- 
ing the benefit of the prefent aft. But having had time, during 
the recefs, to inform himlelf of the real circumftances and cafe 
of this unfortunate gentleman, he could fay, on the moft thorough 
convidtion, that he did not know any individual, who was more 
truly an object of the bill. It was true, three of his creditors 
had petitioned againft him, but annexed to Bayly's petition, which 
he held in his hand, was alfo a petition figned by thirty of his 
creditors, which conftituted a large majority, both in number 
and value. He had found the fituation of Mr. Bayly to be un- 
commonly affeding, for inftead of the affluence which concealing 
his eftedls might enable him to enjoy, he was himfelf, with a wife 
and feven children, llruggling with every want, in prilbn. If 
anv a<5tual benefit could accrue to his creditors, by thus- debarring 
him of his liberty, he (Mr, Greene) v^ould not become the advo- 
cate of his enlargement j but the unhappy man had been already 
five years imprifoned, and nothing but the indulgence of an un- 
commendable rigour could warrant the continuance of his mifery. 
Suisfied that he had rendered up his all, and was an individual, 
greatly mifreprefented, he thought him the moft proper of all the 
objecls to which the humanit) of the prelent bill fhouid be extend- 
ed ; particularly as he could be enabled thereby, to afiift in get- 
ting in the debts due to him, and render all the juldce in his power 
to his .creditors. 

Mr. Anneflej faid that the bill before the committee would re- 
peal the bankruptcy laws. Mr. Bayly had been examined by die 
commiifioners of bankruptcy, who found the nature of his cafe 
fijch, that they could tiot grant him a certificate. He would. 



Digitized by VjQOQiC 



• DEBATES. 407 

riierefore, be for allowing gentlemen time to enquire into tBe mat- 
ter, and moved, that it be poftponed till to-morrow. 

Right Hon. Luke Gardiner — This gentleman was treafurer to 
the county of Dublin, and was very much in debt, but his af- 
fairs were in fuch a fituation, that when iht grand jury infilled on 
his accounting for, and paying the county money, he could pay 
but 1,500/. which on account of his embarralTment, they were 
well fatisfied with. But Mr. Bayly has a great many debts due 
to him, and it is probable, if he were allowed a reafonable time, 
would be able to iatisfy his creditors. I really, bir, do not well 
know how to vote on this occasion, though I am inclined to 
think it would be for the advantage of his creditors if he were 
enlarged, as he would then poflefs many opporrunities of acquir- 
ing wherewithal to fatisfy them, which his prefent confinement 
precludes him from. 

Mr. Hartley faid, that if he had conformed to the bankrupt law, 
and delivered his efFefts to allignees, the Lord Chancellor would 
have ordered a commiflion, and he would, after the ufual gijo- 
ceedings, be difcharged. 

The Attorney General — This g^tleman has a wife and a great 
many children, on whom his confinement brings numerous dif- 
ficulties. I have a petition in my hand, which lets forth his fuf- 
ferings in the moft afFefting manner, and ftates that four-fifths of 
his creditors, in value, have given their confent to his enlarge- 
ment. Is it confiftent with the juftice and humanity of the Houl'e, 
to gratify an obftinate creditor fo far as to decree lb fevere a {^tl- 
tence as perpetual imprifonment againft the unhappy debtor ? Is 
it not rather the interefl: of the creditor, that he fliould be enlarg- 
ed ? He is a man of profeflion, and would, if reftored to his li- 
berty, be reftored to many opportunities of acquiring money to 
pay his debts, which he is now deprived of. 

Mr. Chattertan laid, if gentlemen wiflied to poftpone this un- 
fortunate man's cafe, on the principle of gaining information, he 
thought deferring it altogether unriecelfary. He .had propofed 
this bill fo far back as the loth of November, which, in his mind, 
was allowing full time for the members to make themfelves ac- 
quainted with it. If the committee poftponed it now, Mr. Bayly 
would not be aftedted alone ; feveral other unhappy perfons in 
cuftody would have their unhappinefs prolonged. They all threw 
themfelves on the humanity qf parliament, and he hoped parlia- 
jnent would not difappoint them. As for him, he would can-- 
didly acknowledge his- wiffces that the time would loon arrive 
when imprifonment fhould be no longer the punilhment of debt. 
Jt was againft the principle of the common law, and an inno- 
vation on. it, which he earaeftly hoped would fliortly have aa 
^nd. 
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Sir Htnry Ca?6endijb — If gentlemen are willing to go into the 
merits of this matter, I know the lituation of Bayly to be differ-* 
ent from what it is reprefented. He made a concealment of his 
cfFe£ls, in tranfgreilion of the bankrapt-laws. and deferves the 
fevered puniihment that can be infli£ted. Gentlemen call on our 
humanity in his favour,' and tell us of his wife and many chil- 
dren ; but do not the many wives and children of the defrauded 
creditors alfo claim our humanity ? Humanity is a fine thing, 
and fo is popularity. We are on that account, I fuppofe, t(^ 
gain a little public favour by iacrincing the creditor, — But in 
point of law, juftice and equity, we ought to confider the fitaa- 
tion of the creditor, as well as that of the debtor. 

Mr. Fofler was for pol^poning the committee, as a fraudulent 
return had been made from one of the goals; and gentlemen fhould 
have time to enquire into it. 

It being then moved, that Mr. Ogle do leave the chair, and 
the Speaker having refumed it, Mr, Meade Ogle reported from 
the committee that they had made fome further progrcfs in the 
matter to them referred, and that h? w^s dire^d by the commit- 
tee to defire leave to fit again. 

Alderman Warren prefented a petition of the Lord Mayor, She- 
riff's, commons and citizens of the city of Dublin, in common 
council affembled, praying that, the bounty on the inland car^ 
riage of corn may be put on its former footing. 

The Houfe, according to order, refolved itfelf into a com- 
mittee ofthe whole Houfe, to take into confideration a bill for 
regulating the com trade, promoting agriculture, and providing 
a regular and fteady fupply of com in this kingdom, Mr. Bolton 
in the chair. 

Mr. Fojier moved, that no bounty be granted on corn imported, 
till it riles to 305. per barrel. Though he mentioned 30 j. he 
\dt \t to the Houfe to infert 285. in lieu of it, if it fliould, on 
confideration, appear proper. The bill, he faid, was calculated 
to fupply this country with corn, and to encourage agriculture. 
He alio fubmitted to the confideration of the committee, whether 
it would not be expedient to grant a bounty on the exportation 
on foreign corn when more was imported than could find fale, 
^nA when the price was lower than that before mentioned. 

General Luttrel thought the price mentioned too high. It 
yras his wife to fet the poor eat bread, he would therefore be for 
fubftituting 2 7 J. 

Sir Lucius iyBrien faid, that the bounties on corn had not made 
rt cheaper. By one claufe of the bill, the miller wa« to take aa 
path as to fa6ts, and as he was an intcrefted perfon, it was only 
holding out temptafiop to perjury. 
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Sir John Parnell faid, that when corn was low, agriculture was 
checketl ; but this hy^ would make importation falutary, when 
corn was above a8i. 

Mr. Corry — I cannot pretend to be as converfant in this fubjeft 
as fome other gentlemen. I come from a mountainous part of the 
kingdom, and know that the poor are in a ftarving condition. — ^ 
I know that thofe manufafturers who are the fupport of this coun- 
try, are in a miferable fituation. Gentlemen fay, that this bill 
wiH give them relief; but this is faying, *' Live, horfe, and you 
iball have grafs :'* in the mean time, t-he people will ftarve. — 
The fouth of Ireland grows a great deal of corn, and the price is 
low, but in the north they have little corn, and the price is high, 
and confumption great — 1 am fenfible the bill will operate in fa- 
vour of the poor and the intereft of the country 5 for by giving a 
bounty on the exportation of corn, when below a certain price, 
you give encouragement to the farmer to promote the culture of 
corn. 

Mx.ToUr obje(Sted to the adminiftering an oath to the miller, 
who was an interefted perfon, and liable to the temptation of com^ 
mitting frauds to get the bpunty/ 

Mr. Fofter faid, that as the law is now under flood, no foreign 
could be imported till the price of corn was 365. per barrel. He 
had received a great number of letters from England, and enterr? 
tained many doubts on the price. In England it is i/. 12s, 6d, 
and as we muft look up to England, as our bed corn market, he 
would wiih we kept as near them as pollihle in this refpe^.-^ 
However, as he vras of opinion that it would be more advantage- 
ous to make the price too low than too high, he would fubmit it 
to the committee whether 30;. were not a proper fum. 

Right Hon. the Secretary of State^ was againft making any alte-» 
rations in- the conflitutional mode of ftriking the averages, as pre- 
fcribed by the laws now in being. The bill before the committee 
took the determination of this matter from the juries, and tranf- 
ferred it to certain pien, hired at zs, per week, to tranlmit the price 
of corn from each market town to Dublin. The prefent bill or- 
dered the average to be made in Dublin, which, on many ac-^ 

counts, he thought inconvenient. He then moved, that the 

words ** to be alcertained by the laws nt)W in being," be added 
to the claufe. His reafon, he faid, for making this amendment 
was, that in the north of Ireland there exifted a great fcarcity of 
corn, while in the fouth they had more than they could confume, 
and it was fit the people fhould have breads and at as cheap a rate 
^s poiUble. 

Mr. Gardiner faid, the average price of corn was well ftruck 
pa Dublin, and recommended the mode of tranfmitting the prices 
from each market town to Dublin s the average price for the whole 
kingdom of England was, h^ faid, flruck in London, and he 
^fsVer heard any complajnt of it. 
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Mr. Fofier fubmitted to thf confideration of gentleicai, the 
propriety of pointing out thofe towns, whence returns of the price 
of corn (hould be made to prevent their being made by ignorant 
men, and to rake care it ihould be under the infpe£lion of the 
magi (Irate. Such perfons, hefaid, were appointed in England. 

That the average price of corn ihould be afcertained in Dublin, 
paflld in the negative without a divifion. 

Mr. Hartley moved, that 28j. be fubftituted in place of 30J. 

The amendment was negatived without a divifion. •• 

Mr. Fofter's motion was then agreed to. 

Alderman IVarren moved for an increafe of the bounty on the 
inland carriage of wheat and oats. 

Mr. Fofi'er laid, as that fubjeft had been under difcuffion for 
three or four feflions, and that the prefent bounty had been ap- 
proved of, though he had a great rcfped for the opinion of the. 
Hon. Mover, yet as he could not then join in opinion with the 
Hon. Gentleman, "he hoped he would not infift on the motion in 
fo thin a Houle, efpecially as it was a matter of importance, but 
that he would take an opportunity to-morrow, when the Houfe 
would be full. 

Alderman Warren agreed to poftponethe motion. 

The Speaker then refumed the chair, and Mr. Biolton report- 
ed from the committee that they had made fome progrefs in the 
matter to them referred, and that he was directed by the conunit- 
tee to defire leave to fit again , 

Mr. Akock prefented to the Houfe, according to order, a bill 
for regulating the police of the city of Watefford ; which was re- 
ceived and read a firfl: time, and ordered to be read a fecond time 
to-morrow morning. 

Alderman Warren moved. That an humble addrefsbe prefented 
to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, defiring that he will be pleafed 
to give directions to the proper officers to lay before this Houfe all 
informations relative to the high prices of corn returned for two 
years Ia(l pad, and which are now lying in the public offices. 

Ordered, That the faid addrefs be prefented to his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant by fuch members of this Houfe as are of his Ma- 
jefty's moil honourable privy council. 

Mr. Lorry prefented a petition of^the inhabitants of Newry, con- 
vened by public notice from the fenefchal, praying a reform in 
the prefent ilate of the reprefentation of the people in the parlia-* 
ment of this kingdpm. 

Mr. Mafon^ according to order, reported from the committee 
appointed to take into confideration a bill for raifing and eilabliih* 
' ing a fund for a provifion for the widows and children of tfce cler- 
gy of the diurch of Ireland, that they had gone through the laid 
)^A\f paragraph by paragraph, and made levera! amendments 
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thereto, Which he read in his place, and after delivered in at the 
table. 

Friday, March 5, 1784. 

TJie proper officer, purfuant to order, prefented to the Houfe, 
an account of the^penfions that have been placed on the civil efta- 
blifliment during Lord Northington's adminiftration. , 

Ordered, That the committee appointed to enquire into the 
ftateof the coal trade in the city of Dublin, and the combinations 
entered into between the coal factors, mafters of (hips, mailers 
and owners of gabbards, and the coal carmen, be impowered to 
examine, in the moft folemn manner, fuch perfons as they Ihall 
think proper upon thefubje6t mat'ter of thefaid enquiry. 

Ordered, That the feveral returns Of the annual amount of the 
tax laid on the different parifhes of the city of Dublin, and the 
luburbs thereof for the payment of watchmen, and alfo the num- 
ber of watchmen kept in eachparifh refpedtively, ^ijd alfo for the 
purpofe of lighting the public lamps in faid city, now lying on the 
table, be referred to the committee appointed to enquire into the 
caufes of the prefent dangerous and negled^d IJate of the flreets 
of this city. 

The Houfe, according to order, refolved itfelf into a com-' 
mittee of the whole Houfe, to take into further confideration ^ 
bill for relief of infol vent debtors j Mr. Marcus Bpresford, in the 
chair. 

. Hon. Richard Annefley humanely obferved, when the name of 
William Bayly was read, jhathe was a gentleman unfortunately 
(ituated, as fome others were, againft whom a commiilion of 
bankruptcy had ifTued; that fome of their creditors were obdu-* 
rate, and in fuch a cafe as the law then Hood, it was not difcre- 
tionary in the Chancellor to grant the certificate ; there was not 
any thing more,/ or uncommon in this cafe ; he had been fome 
years in confinement, and therefore he hoped, there would not 
. be any exceptionary clauii^s againit him, as he was willing t» 

comply with the bankruptcy laws, ^The queftion being put 

on the exception agaiiUl Mr. Bayly, it was negatived unani- 
mouily. 

The Speaker having refumed the chair, Mr. Marcus Beref- 
ford reported from the committee, that they had made fome far- 
ther progrefs in the matter to thehi referred, and that he was di* 
reeled by the committee to defire leave to lit again. 

IVaddel Cunningham, Efq; took the ufual oaths, and his feat for 
Carrickfergus. 

Mr. Afofttg^mery (of Donegal) moved. That the proper officer 
ftipuld lay before the Houle, a lill of ail veifels employed as re^ 
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venue cruisers, fpectfying the cxpence incurred by each, for four 
years laft pad. 

Mr. Grattan faid, he was glad to have it in his power to give 
the Honourable Gentleman the information he deflred, having on 
a former occadon moved for a paper to the fame purport^ which 
' he was ready to lay before the Houfe, or the Honourable Gen- 
tleman. 

, Mr. Montgomery then moved. That the proper officer ihould 
lay before the Houfe the fevcraf fums of money paid to the king's 
council, barrifters, &c. &c. in fupport df revenue fuits, together 
with thd expence of all fuch fuits, and fpecifying the expence 
incurred by each, alfo the fums paid for private information, 
ajias fecret fervice money, for four years laft paft. 

Right Honourable Mr. Beresford — I have always great fatisfac* 
tion in giving gentlemen every information in whatever relates to 
the revenue department, and have no manner of objedlion to the 
prefenc motion, but that it fuppofes a ciitumftance not founded 
onfadl; there is no fuch thing as fecret fervice money ev^r gi- 
ven by the board, nor have they power, even if they were fo in» 
clined ; as to private inforftiations in matters of great importance 
to the revenue, and where it would be highly improper to make 
known the informers name, the board haive fometimes, though ve^ 
ry rarely, rewarded them with fmall fums. I have had the honour 
to (it twenty years at the board, and can recollect but two or 
three inftances ; in one cafe the board ordered five guineas, and 
in another ten ; and even thefe were not fecret • tranfaj^ons, for 
the board drew regular drafts on thecoUedor for thefe fums, and 
he took credit for them in his accounts. I therefore. Sir, cannot 
confent to let the motion pais with thefe words, fecret fervice, 
becaufe they imply a pfaftice that does not exift, and 1 fhall move 
you to amend the relblurion by leaving tlicm out. 

Sir John Fat^ptell — Thofe Words onght not to iland upon the 
journals of the Houfe, becaufe they convey either an impAication 
that the board has a power to difhuTfefums of money forlecrec ler^ 
vice, which 'i» not the fa6^, or they infinuate that the board is in 
the pradlice of difturfing fnch fums, which is not fadfc either. In 
the rirft caie they imply a power which the board ought not to 
have ; and in the other, they infinuate a cenfure whfch the board 
does not deierve, and for an abufe which does not exift. 

The Hon. Gentleman muft know that the moiety of goods for- 
feited is given to the informer bylaw, and therefore cannot be 
within the meaning of his relblution. 

Mr. Montgomery having confented to expunge the words, ** fe- 
cret fervice,'' 
And the queftion being put, it was ordered accordingly, 
Mr. Rmvley prefented a petition of the freeholders of the county 
pf Antrim, praying a reform in the prefent ftate of the reprefenta- 
ticn of the people in the parliament of this kingdom. 
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He alfo prcfeited a petitipn of the inhabitants of BpUaft, pray- 
ing a reform in the prelent ftate of the reprefcntation of the peo-r 
pie in the parliament'of this kiri^om. 

Mr. Brotik9 prefented a petition of the high flieriff an4 free* 
holders pf the county of Donegal, praying a refprm in the prefent 
ftate of the reprefentttion of the people in the parliament of this 
kingdom. 

Hon. Mr. J^^^ prefented a petition of the freej^olders of the 
county of Down, canveiwd by public notice, praying a reform in 
the prefent ftate of the reprefcntation of the people in the parlia- 
ment of this kingdom. . ' . 
Siv Richard Jahnflon — By favour of the Honourable Gentleman 
who prefented this petition, I have been indulged with a view o^ 
it, and I perceive that in one place there are an hundred and ^ty 
names ^gnt& by one hand, in another place forty, in another 
twenty, andfo on; ,by fuch means I do not think it would be ve** 
ry difficult to obtain a petition that would reach, from hence to 
Down. But this I aver, that the counter-petition which acknow- 
ledges the fecurity and freedom we enjoy, under our prefent hap- 
py conftitution, and prays fbr a continuance thereof, is figned by 
five-fixths of the proprietary of the county of Down. lii the pa^- 
riih where I live, there are one hundred and fifty freeholders who 
have figned it 5 they all voted for the Hon, Gentleman. Yet now 
he returns their kindaefs, by bringing in a petition in oppofition 
to their fentiments. 

Mt# Ann^Jley prefented a memorial of the there underfigned 
freeholders pf the county of Down, fetting forth that the petition 
prefented to the Houfe, intitled ** a petition of the freeholders of 
the county of Down, convened by public notice," can and ought 
to be regarded as the petition of luch freeholders only as were 
prefent at the meeting fo convened ; and memorialifts believe the 
contents of faid petition are not agreeable to the fenfe and opini- 
on of the majority of the freeholders of the faid county, and that 
memorialifts hope our prefent happy conftitution, as fettled under 
the glorious revolution of 1688, will be tranfmitted entire and in- 
violate to lateft pofterity. 

Mr. y/, T, Jones faid, he was inftrudted to fay, that the coun- 
ter petition was not the lenfe of the freeholders of the county.— 
There was a requeft made, he faid, to an Honourable Member of 
the Houfe, when an officer of great power in the county of Down, 
to convene the freeholders, he had declined complying, and had 
very fairly given his reafons. But the freeholders had afterwards 
met, when they had full time to confider the fubjedt s they had 
not then declared the fentiments contained in the counter petition, 
and he was inftru^ed to fay, that the powerful influence of land- 
lords had been exerted to obtain names to it. 

Sir Richard Johnflon, — The Hon. Gentleman fpeaks as he is in- 
ftrudled-^I Ipeak of my own knowledge, that the gentlemen who 
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have figned the counter petition pofTefs fivo-fixths of the property 
of the county of Down. . 

Hon. Mr. AnneJley,'^'A% I have been alluded to \n this conver- 
fation, I think it but necefTary to fay, that I did refufs to aflem- 
ble the county, and that I would do the fame again } I gave my 
reafons for fo doing; and as not one of them has ever been con- 
troverted, I muft I'uppofe they were conclufive. It is faid the 
counter petition is not tbefenfe of the county. — Now I aflert the 
contrary — I held an eledtion of the county of Down — I Jcnow the 
voters, and I am convinced, with the Honourable Gentleman who 
fpoke lafl, that five-fixths of the proprietary are contained in the 
counter petition. A very long lift of names has indeed been pre- 
fentcd to the Houfe as petitioners for a change in a parliamentary 
reprefentation ; but if they were enough to reach to Lifbofrn to 
the conftitutional club, whofe aittempts may throw difgrace on 
themfelves, though they can never affed me, it would not change 
my feniiraents. 

Mr. Jones replied. — He fpoke highly in praife of the conftituti- 
onal fociety, as men who aduated by public fpirit, had exerted 
themfehres to oppofe a difgraceful ariftocracy, and ffive freedom 
to their country. j 

Mr. Leflie prefented a petition of the freeholders of the county 
of Monaghau, praying a reform in the prefent ftate of the re- 
prefentation of the people in the parliament of this kingdom. 

Njlaxwell and another bailiff* called to the bar, for having^arreft- 
ed a gentleman when attending on a committee of the. Houfe.^ — It 
having appeared, that this gentlez§an had not produced the order of 
the Houle as a fupercedence of the arreft. 

Alderman Warren faid, that if every man was to be fet at large 
who declared that he was attending a committee of the Houie, or 
vho had even verbal orders from a member of any cocnmittee to 
attend, much inconvenience would enfue ; for if a debtor was feen 
in cuftody, the flberiff became anfwerable for him ; and nothing 
lefs tlian the written order of the Houfe could juftify himindii- 
charging a perfon once arretted. 

Right Honourable Luke Gardiner reported from the c<5mmiitee 
appointed to enquire into the trade and manufactures of Ireland : 
He faid, he had not been permitted, as was his wi(h and intention, 
to arrange the evidence under different heads, but now prefented 
it word for word as written down by the cleric. He begged the 
Houfe would obferve, that two different fubjedts had been obje^s 
of the committee's attention — firft, the expediency of laying du- 
ties on foreign manufactures when imported into Ireland ; and fe- . 
cond, the laying of duties on linen and woollen varn when export- 
fed to foreign markets. He intended to bring forward the firft of 
thelefjabjeda only this fcflion, and thought it ncceffary to declare 
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fo much, becailfe he knew there was an intention to confound 
both together, that the country might not receive the benefit of 
either. He therefore hoped gentlemen would have this in their 
ijiinds, and keep thefe two objefts as feparate and diftind as 
poffible. 

The Right Honourable Mn Secretary of State prefented to the 
Houfe, according to order, a bill for the relief of prifoners charg- 
ed with felony, or other crimes, who fhall be acquitted or dif-* 
charged by proclamation, refpeding their fees, and giving a 
recompence for fuch fees ; which 'was received and read a tirfl: 
time. ;' 

Mr. Chaiterton obje^ed to the bill, as encroaching on the rights 
of a very refpeftablefet ofmen, the clerks of the crown, whofe 
interefts v/ould be greatly injured by fuch a bill pafling into a 
law. ... 

*X\iC Secretary of State {id\Ay the bill was warranted by the ex- 
ample of a neighbouring kingdom, by the laws of the land, and 
by every principle of humanity ; but this he faid was not the time 
to debate it ; when it came to be difcuffed, he trufted the Hon. 
Gentleman would alter his opinion. 

Mr. Holmei — I cannot exprefs my aftonifliment at the oppofltion 
given by the Honourable Member to this bill— If ever there was 
a fubjeft that called more loudly than any other, upon the huma- 
nity of gentlemen, it is this ; Engfand has fet usthe example, and 
there are at this moment numbers languifhing in confinement that 
we ought to relieve. What can be more horrible than to detain 
in a dreary dungeon a man whofe innocence has been declared by 
his country ! To fhut him up without even bread and water j for 
the miferable allowance which is dealt out in fcanty portion to 
the prifoner who has not yet been tried, is with-holden from the 
innocent mati the moment he is acquitted by his country, and has 
proved that he Ihould not have been a prifoner at all. But, Sir, 
if this bill be combated, every principle of humanity mull be com- 
bated 5 which makes it impoifible to reconcile this oppofition with 
that tendernefs of heart and benevolence of difpofition which in- 
duced the Honourable Gentleman to introduce a bijl, and take 
uncommon pains to get it palFed, in order to relieve from pri- 
fon perfons not fo milerable as the objedls of the bill now before 
us. 

Mr. j^ttorney General — I am adonilhed any gentleman who has 
the lead refpedt to the luifering of his fellow-creatures, can oppofe 
the prefent bill. If the unhappy fituation of thofe confined for 
debt, has been fufiicient to call forth the humaHe interpofition of 
this Houfe, furely thofe deferve that interpofition more, who 
ought not to have been confined at all. I (hall. Sir, make nofcru- 
ple of delivering my decided opinion, as a lawyer, that detaitt- 
ing a man acquitted by his country, m exe;;ution for non-pay- 
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meht of fees, is not only inhuman, but contrary to the law of 
the land; aiid whoever was guilty of fuch abufe, made hi rafelf lia- 
ble to an heavy adion. If fees of this ki^d ^ere due of right to 
the clerks of the crown and ^others, they ought to proceed in the 
ufual mode of recovering common debts, and ihould by no means 
arrogate to themfelves not only the judicial powers, but alfo the 
execution of the fentence, I have, not long (ince, ferved the of- 
fice of (beriff in a very great and refpedtable county, and was fo 
convinced not only of the cruelty, but alfo of the illegality of de- 
taining thofe who had been acquitted by the laws of their coun- 
try, that I conftantly ordered them to be immediately difcharged 
from prifon. When the jailor and others began to murmur, I in- 
formed them, they had their option to take their aftions either 
againft the difcharged or me, if they thought proper to make the 
experiment. 

Mr. Monck Mafon — It is very extraordinary indeed that a gen- 
tleman who introduces a bill to difcharge from prifon every man 
in the kingdom confined for debt, though many of them 
are of very doubtful charafter, (hould oppofe a bill extending the 
fame advantage to another clafs of men, whofe innocence has been 
declared by their country ; but the Honourable Gentleman, con- 
scious that his oppofition never can be maintained on principles of 
juftice or humanity, declares, that he is only attentive to the in- 
tereft of certain perfons. I hope when he examines the bill, and 
finds that the interefts of thofe perfons are provfded for, his oppo- 
fition will drop. 

The queftion being put, that the faid bill be read a fecond 

time to-morrow morning. It was carried in the siffirma- 

tive. 

Ordered, -That the faid bill be printed. 

Mr. Hamihon^ by order of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant pur- 
fuant to their addrefs to his Grace, prefented ta the Houfe, 

" The informations received by government relative to the high 
price of corn in different parts of the kingdom for the two years 
laftpafl. 

The titles whereof were read, and the faid informations order- 
ed to lie on the table for the perufal of the members. 

The order of the day, that the- Houfe do refolve itfelf into a 
committee of the v/hole Houfe, to take into farther confideration 
a bill for'regulating the corn, trade, promoting agriculture, and 
providing a regular and fteady fuppiy of corn within this kingdom, 
being upon motion read, 

Refolved, That this Houfe will, to-morrow at two ofthe 
clock, refolve itfelf into a committee of the whole Houfe, to 
tak« the faid bill into confideration; and that no other buikefs 
do intervene. 
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Ordered, That the faid committee be impowered to receive 
a claufe to give power to the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Go- 
vernor or Governors, with the advice of the privy council, when- 
ever it (hall appear that a fcarcity of oats exids, or is apprehend- 
ed in the province of Ulfter, to authorize by proclamation, for at' 
limited time, the importation of oats free from duty, except the 
duty of 2d, per barrel impofed by the faid bill, into the faid 
province of Ulfter, and prohibit the exportation of oats fiQia 
thence. 



Saturday, March 6, 1784. 

Mr, Griffith^ after explainiflf the confequences that accrued to 
induftry, from the farmer's lofinga very great proportion of that 
time, which might be fo much better employed in agriculture, by 
coming up to town to fell his corn, for fake of the bounty ; and 
fhewing how much rfiore advantageous it would be to have fac- 
tors in the different market towns for that purpofe, moved. That 
the committee be impowered to receive a claufe to that purport. — 
Mr. Gr/^/^ added, that this, at the fame time it encouraged peo-* 
pie to make the carriage of corn their particular buiinefs. Would 
ultimately center in the farmer, as the bounty would enable the 
factor to pay a higher price than he otherwife would. 

Houfe in a committee. Mr. Fofler, after entering large* 

ly into the advantages of conciliating the good will of Great Bri- 
tain, as (he was our beft market for corn, and declaring his opi- 
nion of its conducivenefs to promote the agriculture of Ireland, if 
a bounty were granted on the exportation of foreign corn, manu- 
fiiftured into flour, meal or malt, moved. That a claufe be in{ert<« 
ed in tlie bill for granting a bounty on flour, meal, and malt ma- 
nufactured in this kingdom. 

Right Honourable Luke Gardiner thought that at the fame time 
they guarded againft fcarcity, the Houfe ought to confult the in- 
tereil of the farmer, 

Mr. Kearney manifefted much information in hi« oppoiition ta 
Aq motion, and proved in a very fatisfadqry manner, that the 
claufe would materially injure the agriculture of this kingdjm. 

Mr. Bupe oppofed the introduction of the claufe, — He faid, 
England allowed a bounty on the corn exported into Ireland, and 
were Ireland to allow another on its re-exportation, fuch a deci-. 
five ad vantage, would be thereby given to foreign com, as would- 
ruin our agriculture ; he obferved, that as the benefits were cif- 
ceilively linall, and the danger great, of adopting this claule, it 
fbould have his .hearty dlifent. 

The 9^^at Honourable the Pronxfi faid, he thought the motigm 
auglit to be oppofed, 

E e 
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Mr. FoUer anfwered feveral objeftion* nude to the motion. In 
times of fcarcltyi Great Britain would fupply us with corn. Ai 
to export bounty oii foreign corn manufaduied in this country, 
he wifbed to be able to devife a mode of inducing the whole world 
to fend com hither to be ground. We then fhould have a valua- 
ble trade indeed. 

Sir Henry Cirvendijb p\>{^x\tdi the Right Hon. Mover had fpo- 
ken in favour of the claufe, yet he believed it not his offspring. — 
However Sir Henry made no doubt hQ*d Jo/hr it. 

General Cunningham ^ Sir Hercules Langrtjbe, and feveral Other 
gentlemen fpoke againft it, and Mr. Corrj, and Mr. Hayes for the 
motion. 

It was negatived by 70 to 33* 

Vii. Fofler moved an amendment fof granting a bounty on im- 
portation^ when the price of barl^ fhould exceed 1 3/. and that 
of oats 8.r. 

PafTed in the affirmative. 

Mr. Griffith gave notice of his intention to mdve a claufe for 
cflablifhing com faftors in the different market towns^ 

After a long converfation relative to fettling the average prices, 
when it had been agreed on Mr. Fofter's motion^ that all perfons 
who made falfe returns of the price of corn, fhould pay a fine of 
20K the committee adjourned, the Speaker now look the chair, 
and the Houfe adjourned to Monday. 



Monday, March 8, 1784. 

Mr. Annejley prefented a petition of Ezekicl Davis Wilfon, 
Edward Brice Dobbs, Tames Taylor, junior, and others, elec- 
tors for the county of the town of^^Carrickfergus, complaining of 
an undue eledtion and return for the faid county of the town ^'l 
Garrickfcrgus. — Mr. Annejley then moved, that the petition be ta- 
ken into confideration on the 23d of April next. ^ - 

Mr. W addel Cunningham (the fitting member for Carrickfergus) 
faid, that it would be extremely inconvenient to him to have the 
petition taken into confideration on that day, as the council he 
had engaged in this caufe would then be abfent on the circuit.— 
He obferved, that the petition conveyed a charge againft the 
Conflitutional Club ; but, he faid, they were a fet of honefl: 
men, who had gone to Carrie! fergus, to ^-^^ independent votes ; 
there never was a more honefl fet of men — and as to the charge of 
bribery, lie doubted not to bring it home to his antagonifl. 

Mr. J^nes faid — Periiaps, Mr. Speaker, what I am going to 
fay might as well be left unfaid ; though I am a young member 
cf^this Houfe, I am old enough to flami a laugh ; and I think it 
extremely indecent and unbecoming in the Houfe to laugh at ther 
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laft fion. Gentieman who fpoke. He has^ Ihewn his talents in 
ivhat he has delivered, and it is a ftame to laugh at him i he 
brings a fund of knowledge into this Houfe, of mercantile know- 
ledge; — he (bouJd be treated with indulgehc*, and (ho u Id have 
time to prepare a defence againft the petition which h trumped up 
againft him ; but I forbear, and will not fay any thing of this 
petition until it fhall be declared frivolous^ groundlefs ind vexa- 
tious. 

Mr. Bro*Wftiowy in pointed tei'msj feverely Cenfui'ed the con- 
dudt of feveral members of the Houfe, who betrayed a levity dif- 
graceful to the dignity of their charafter j he faid, though his ho- 
nourable Friend (Mr. Cunningham) might not difplay the perl\ia- 
five powers of oratofyj he brought with him qualities more rar6 
and valuable— -a volume of wlfdom and a fuild of unbialTed inte* 

A motion was made> and the queflion being put^ tliat the faid 
petition be takeh into conlidefatiort oh' Monday -the id day of May 
next, at two o*cloc!'> it pafled in the negative^ 

Ordered J That the faid petition be taken into confideration oii 
Monday the 26th day of April next^ at two o*clock< 

Ordered^ That Mr. Speaker do ilTae his warrant of Warrants 
for fuch perfons, papers and fecords^ as (hall be thought neceflary 
by the feveral parties on the heating of the matter of the laid peti- 
tion. 

Mr. Annefley alfo prefented a petition of the Hbnoutatk JofepH 
Hewitt complaining of an undue eledion and return for the coun- 
ty of the to Wn of Carrickfergus. 

Ordered^ That the faid petition be takeh Into Confidetation oil 
the day and hour appointed for taking into confideration the peti- 
tion of Ezekiei Davis Wilfon^ Edward Brice Dobbs^ James Tay- 
lor, junior^ and others> complaining of an undue eledion and re- 
turn for the faid county of the towt of Calrickfergus* 

Ordered^ That Mr. Speaker do ilfue his Warrant or viraitanta 
for fuch perfons, papers and records, as (hall be thought necef- 
fary by the feveral parties on hearing of the matter of the faid pe- 
tition* 

General Luiitell rofe and acquainted ths Houfe that he had a 
motion to make^ for the prevention of a robbery of the woril na^ 
ture^ the robbery of life and limb^ by a cruelty praftifed here in 
the jbth century> that would have adonilhed the barbariam of* 
the 14th ) it was the inhuman pradice of houghing men for no 
reafon but their being foldiers^ by the people of the trade and 
myftery of butchers* a relpettable body no douhtj whofe quali-* 
fications are a firong arm> a (harp knife, and a hard heart. 

He faid, that fuch a6ts were faificient to exafperate men againft 
the civil authority » if the o$cef s of the army had not been watcl^ 

Be* 
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fill to prevent any evil confequences.— In the inflance of the 
Ifland-oridge riot the civil power vindicated its authority ; that 
immediately after that event the whole gamTon of Dublin had 
been drawn up on the parade, (he was himfelf on duty by order 
of General Baugh) the offended inhabitants were encouraged to 
appear on the parade, to pitch on fuch of the foldiers, whofe per- 
fons they could identify, and the offenders were in the prefence 
of the high Iheriffs, both for city and county, given up to the 
civil power, and committed to Newgate. 

He was the laft man in the Houfe who would get up to excufe 
the foldiery in that inftince, and he mentioned the provocation 
in mitigation only of thofe proceedings, for he thought a reve- 
rence for the lav/s of civil fociety, and a peaceable demeanor to- 
wards their fellow fubjefts, was the beft part of military difci- 
pline. 

The 49th regitnent had been ordered out of town, not becaufe 
they had a6led in fuch a manner, as to give a reafon for their 
being feleded for that example, but becaufe having had more men 
belonging to that regiraeht houghed and ill treated than any other, 
it was thought prudent to remove them, and it became neceflary 
to facrifice the feelings of the foldier to the fafety of a citizen^ in 
a free country that fliould ever be the cafe. Colonel Brown was 
one of the beft officers in the army, that he had diftinguilhed him- 
ielf on (ervice, and was remarkable for a ilri£t obfervance of dif- 
cipline in the regiment, and an excellent corps of officers emulat- 
ed his example. — But although difcipline might do much, it was 
inipoffible far officers to be anfwerable for what a fudden impulfe. 
might hurry men to commit, goaded by a provocation fo far be*' 
yond all further bearing as houghing was. 

He therefore thought it wife in the legiflature to endeavour, by 
every poffible means, to put a ftop to fo horrid a pra6tice j and 
furdy a ftipend of zoL a year to be levied on the parilh and di- 
firiiSt where the offence is committed, provided the offender is not 
taken and profecuted to conviQion, would be neither a.n unjultor 
unv^ife meafure. 

He was convinced the gentlemen of the knife were the perfor- 
injgrs; and had the .whole merit of the art, for an sirt and myflery 
it was, and which required a very (harp and Svell adapted inftru- 
meut, judgment, ftrength, dexterity of wrift, and a hardnefs of 
heart, for wliich that fraternity were fo peculiarly dtltingutihed. 
The Ormond and Liberty boys commentorated their feconcflia- 
.tion.and greafy embraces in the blood of the unoftinding Ibidicr ; 
unoffending, becaufe they houghed the foldier indifcrinunately, 
merely, becaufe he woEethe coat of his kifig and of his country. 
. And fo far the butcher was worfe than the Italian aflaffin, who 
if, by miftake, he chanced to lUb a wrong perfon^ always beg- 
ged the gentleman's pardon. 
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He quoted the. ftatute of the jth of Edward IV. whereby per- 
fons who v/ere only fufpefted of being guilty of oftences lels hor- 
rid than the aft of houghing, were liable to have their heads cut 
off by thejparties aggrieved^ and the vicinity mulcted into the 
bargain. But he obfervfed, that the redrefs was as barbarous as 
the crime. • 

That individuals might be urged to retaliation he afltrted, and 
as a proof, mentioned the (lory of the commanding oihccr of a 
regiment of dragoons, who declared to them alq^d in terrorem, 
that if a man oi chem was houghed in Dublin, aftd they did not. 
the next morning bring him a butcher's head, he would flog them 
all ; but this was as an additional argument to prove, that the 
gratitude for protedion ought to fuperlede the idea of revenge. 

He then moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill to give . 
better prote6lion to foldiers and .others againft the barbarous prac- 
tice of houghing. Ordered, and that the Honounble General 

Luttrell and the Honourable Denis Browne do prepare and bring 
in the fame. 

Mr. Browne fafd, he was happy to fecond the motion, and 
promifed the bill his ucmoft fupport. 

Mr. Corty took the opportunity of thanking the Right Hon. 
Member for the honourable mariner in which he had mentioned 
the officer at the head of the 49th regiment, and alfo to bear tef- 
timonj to the condudt of the general, when fome of the men were* 
given up to the civil power. 

Sir JoJbH Patnel informed the Houfe, thac the feledt committee. 
appointed to try the merits of the petition of William Alexander 
Englifli, Efq; complaining of an undue eledlion for the bo- 
rough of Ennifcorthy, iii the county of V/exford, have deter- 
mined 

That Montifort Longfield, Efq; was du^y elected a burgefs to 
ferve in this prefent parliament for the borough of Ennifcorthy, in 
the county of Wexford. 

, Alfo, that Montifort Longfield, Efq; was duly returned a bur- 
gefs to ferve in this parliament for the borough of Ennifcorthy, in - 
the county of Wexford. 

Alfo, that Conway Heatly, Efq; was duly eledled a burgefs 
to ferve in this prefent parliament for the borough of Ennifcorthy, 
in the county of Wexford. 

Alfo, that Conway Heatly, Efq; was duly returned a burgefs 
to ferve in this prefent parliament for the borough of Ennifcorthy, 
in the county of Wexford. 

Which determinations were ordered to be entered on the jour- 
nals of the Houfe. 

Sir John Parnel likewife reported from the faid committee, 
that they had come to the following refolutions : 
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Refolved, That the petition of Willi .ra Alexander ^ngli(bj 
complaining of an undue ele£lion and return of Conway Heatiy, 
Efq5 was frivolous, vexatious and groundlefs. 

Refol'.cd, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
ret lining officer. Sir VcCy Col dough, Bart, was guilty ofmift 
condudt previous to the late eIe<5tion, by having aded under the 
corrupt influence of the faid V/illiam Alexander Englifb, and 
endeavouring to procure the election of the faid William Alexan- 
der Engiifh for the borough cf Ilnnifcorrhy, during ^he prefent 
parliament. 

Sir John Poftiel likewife reported from the fajd committee, 
that they had diredled him to riiake a fpecial report of what ap- 
peared to the committee, which he accordingly did, and deli-r 
vercd in the fame at the table, together with the minutes of the 
evidence ; and the faid report was read at the table. 

Ordered, That the faid report be taken into conli^eration on 
this day fevennight. 

Ordered, That Sir V^^^y Cplcjough, Bart, do attend in hi^ 
place on this day fevennight. 

^ Ordered, That William Alexander Ehglifh^ Efq; do attend 
this Houie on this day fevennight. 

Mr. Georjfc Ponf&nhy prelcnted to the Hpufe, according to or- 
td^r, a bill for continuing and amending leveral laws relating to 
his Majefty's revenue, and for the more efie^ually preventing of 
frauds therein j which was received and read a hrft time, and 
ordered to be read a fecond time on Wednefday morning next. 

Ordered, that the laid bill be printed. 

The Houfe jn 4 committee on the corn bill, and the average 
plaiif- being read, 

Mr. iojier faid, the hill had been printed, that gentlemen might 
have an opportunity of forming their fentiments on it. The price 
pf corn in. every part of the -ki.ngJjm, with the quantity on hand, 
is to be returped to D^blirj, where the average is to be druck, 
^nd a regiPiry kepj of the prices in each part of Ireland. 

The Pro^oft objedled to the mode of ftriking the average ; 
arid*thought the modpby jury the moil conflitutional. 

It was agrt(B(} that the average (liould be ilruck in Dublin. 

The claufe was now read. That all importers of corn (bould 
ledge the fame in warehpufcs, ^nd not fell or export but when at 
the limited prices mentioned in the a6t. 

Mr. ^/ff-;— The merchant is to lodge in the warehoufe, and 
a kii.g's loc|c is to be put on it : by this means all corn imported, 
which may net be wanted for immediate confumption, will be 
ftoredj that when the price is above 30., per barrel, it may be 
put out to fale j or when it is lower than z-js. per barrel, the 
■fern may be exported.^ The intention of this claufe is al- 
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ways to provide a fufficient quantity of com in Ireland^ and at , 
the fame time a fufficient fecurity, by its being bonded and lock- 
ed up in a warehoufe, under the king's lock and the chatge of 
cuftom-houfe officers, that no corn be iifued out for home con- 
fumption, when the price is under zjs, per barrel ; this will en- 
courage the farmer to fow com and encourage tillage. This 
claule will be alfo attended with another advantage, as it will 
encourage foreigners, in return for their corn, to purchase the 
manufactures of this kingdom. We all know that if we fend our 
manufactures to America^ they cannot pay f«r them in fpecie, 
but will give corn or tobacco in exchange. The queftion there- 
fore is, will you give encouragement to difpofe of your manu- 
factures in foreign countries, by taking their fuperfluOus corn in 
return, and at the fame time provide that the corn imported will 
not tend to deter the farmers from agriculture ? 

Sir Hercules Langrijhe was of opinion, that if 100,000 barrels of 
corn were in one granary, and under the care of a cuftom-houfe 
officer, it might be admitted by fraud to come out and be fold to 
the public,' which would be injurious to the tillage of this coun- 

Mr. Gardiner faid, having corn lodged in the warehoufes 
could not be detrimental, becaufe by thele means corn would be 
always at hand to fupply the poor. It might be taken but only 
when corn was above 30 >. per barrel ; befides, there was another 
xeafon why we Ihould^take care always to Gave a quantity of corn 
in Ireland. The potatoes, during the late fevere feafon, had rot- 
ted in the ground, and there might be a fcarcity of that ufeful 
vegetable. As to frauds being committed, he could not fee the 
force of that argument, for in England no bad confequences arole 
from Eaft India goods being bonded and lodged in warehoufes, 
whence they were not to be fold for home confumption, under 
particular limitations exprelfed in aCts made for that purpofe. 

Sir Lucius Ciirien apprehended it would be-impollible to guard 
againft fiauds ; for notwithftanding the king^s lock being on one 
door, the merchant might have a lock on the Qther. 

Mr. Hujbe had lb many objections to the claufe, that he did 
not know which to begin with. It had been tried in England, 
and did not fucceed. When corn is fcarce in Ireland, and the 
public fee it taken out of the warehoufes and fent abroad, we 
ihall, faid he^ fee paragraphs in the news-papers, ".that this 
biir is a moil refined bill, for we get cora by it into Ireland, 
and yet are not to make ufe of it, as it is to be exported." Ano- 
ther paragraph will fay, ** Oh the cruel and unfeeling viceroy, 
that when there is corn in the warehoufes, will not order it to be 
fold to the poor." The next will fay, " We hope our patriotic 
viceroy will interfere, and caufe the corn in the warehoules to be 
^bld to the pooh" And one will not be wanting to inform the 
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public, '* That the good (hip the ■ ■ ■ is taking iw^y the corn 
out of the warehoules, to carry it abroad, while the people of 
Ireland are ftarving.'* And then we Ihall have our volunteers 
called upun* ** Oh is it not a terrible thing that no one will in- 
terfere to keep the corn in the kingdom ?*' And then, the fadlors,- 
the cuftora-houfe officers, the viceroy, the volunteers, all will 
be called upon by the manufadturers, who do not underftand a 
^ tittle of the corn-laws* In England they have perfons whofe bu- 
fmefs it is to purchafe corn, ftore it, and when the prices are at 
what they think reafonable, to fell it out again j but we want 
no Irifb badgers. He oppofed the claufe, he faid, becaufe we all 
know the cuftpm-houfe ofticers, and that it would be next to im- 
poffibie to guard againft their frauds, efpecially as th^y are to 
attend without fee or reward j will they not be tempted by the 
merchants to give up the key ? Then what becomes of you» 
corn ? , , 

Sir Henry Ca'vendijb declared himfelf decidedly againft die 
claufe, which he would vote for, he faid> if he was a ^cailler, if 
he was a corn-fadtor, if he was a baker, or if he iVas an American- 
But, as an Irilhman, he would oppofe it. 

Mr. Corry defended the claufe ) as by it, he' hoped the .com- 
merce with America, a moft defirable objett, would be extended. 

Mr. Hartley — Although I am neither a corn^mercbane, or fador, 
the claufe ihall have my hearty fupport 4 our poor, who were 
recently in a ftarving condition^ will feel the moft effedtual relief 
from it. He faid, American wheat could not be imported for 
lefs than 275* the barrel. From whence, he contended, there was 
no inducement to frauggle* 

Mr. Fq/Ur — How can there be fraudulent exports, when there 
15 a regular prudent import ? It was impoffible any frauds could 
cxift. — The claufe was agreed to, and the Houfe adjourned. 



TijesbAy, March 9, 1784. 

. Mr. Burton reported from the committee appointed to try th« 
merits of the V/eilmeath ele6lion, that John Reynolds had been 
guilty of perjury and prevarication before that committee, and 
moved that he Ihould be committed to Newgate.— ^Ordered 
accordingly* 

Mr. Uniacke faid, that it would be neceflary for the Houfe 
to go fomewhat further, or their orders woul4 be of no eJfect 
towards promoting the falutary purpofes of the law for trying 
contcfted elections. One Miller, he faid, bad been, by the 
Speaker's order, committed to Newgate for perjury on the trial 
of the Cork election, but he had been inforkned that the Court 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



DEBATES. 42s 

of King'8 Bench had diicharged him — He was anxious to be af^ 
certained of the fa6t, and to that end moved. That the jailor of 
Newgate (hould attend at the bar to-morrow, in order to an- 
fwef to the Houfe for the body of the faid Miller ) ot if dif- 
char^ed» to (hew under what authority his difcharge had been 
obtained.— Ordered accordingly. 

A converiation took place relative to the expeoce of fur- 
ftifhinff the members of the Houfe with copies of the journals 
bound or in fheets ; Sir Hewy Cwvendijb ftrongly contending for 
the latter mode, alled^ng, that the expence of binding w. uld 
make a difference ot more than 3,000/. againfl the nation^ 
though the advantage to each member would be very infignifi- 
cant* The lafl; parliament, he faid, had voted away enormous 
fums of money, and retrenchment in every department ought 
to be the objed of the prefent. 

Mr. Marcus Beresford faid he could ftot fee the juftice of 
yifiting the tins of a former parliament on that which is now 
fitting, or preventing the members of the prefent from receiving 
their journals bqund in the ufual and proper manner, becaufe 
the lad parliament was lavish of the public money. The Hon* 
Baronet had very lately entertained a different opinion concern- 
ing national expence, when he moved for a very large fum of 
money to be given to a friend of his ©wn, the Clerk of the 
Houib, iot revifing and making an index to thofe very journals j 
a fervice which was not by any means equivalent to the re« 
ward demanded. 

Sir Henry Cavendijb faid his knowledge of the clerk, and his 
friend&tp for him, arofe from his excellent behaviour in his 
office, and the zeal and ailiduity with which he difcharged his 
duty : but the Hon. Member ihould have known that the Houfe 
did not grant the large fum of money to the clerk which hs 
had mentioned^ though his great application and labour had 
well defer ved \u . 

Mr. M4ircMs Beresford acknowleged the Houfe had not grant- 
ed fo large a fum as the Hon. Baronet had propofed, but thought 
his merit in moving not one whit diminilhed by the Houfe re-» 
fufing to comply. 

Sir Edward Newenham gave nofice that he would^ at a future 
day, move the Houfe to grant a fum of money fufficient to 
purchafe a fuperb fervice of plate, to be ornamented with the 
arms of Ireland, and kept in the caftle, for the ufe of the Lord 
Lieutenant for the time being. This motion, he faid, he wouid 
make on a principle of oeconomy, for it was not only difgracc- 
ful to Ireland, but a real and very great lofs, to have ]:cr 
Viceroys changed every day, and to put the nation to the ex- 
pence of a fervice of plate for each. 
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Sir Henry Cofuendijb gave notice that he intended to introduce 
a bill for lowering the .intcreft of money to five per cent. 

Mr. OgUididf that if the Hon, Baronet was not very certain 
of the necellity and pradticability of fuch a bill, ft would be 
better not to move it all; but if it was moved, it ought to be 
determined upon with all convenient fpced, for while it was 
pending it mull prove injurious to the nation, by tncreafin^ the 
difficulty of borrowing as it had formerly been, when a univer- 
fal alarm, both here and in England, was fpread as foon as it 
was mentioned. He deiired to know if this bill was to have any 
retrofpe^ive view to money already lent ? 

Sir Henry Cavendijh, — I do admit that when I formerly ftated 
this fubje^, an univerfal alarm was (bread; and I do alfo ad- 
mit that great induftry was ufed to fpread that alarm. As to 
any retrofpeft to money already lent, fuch an abfurd and un- 
juft idea never entered my head ; my intention is to ferve the 
country, and I know nothing that can more efFeftnally ferve 
it than making money cheap. 

Mr. Ojf/p.—- As to any induftry that may have been ufed in 
spreading the alarm, I know nothing of it; but I am anfwered, 
when the Hon. Baronet tells me his bill is to have no retro- 
(pedtive view. 

Sir John PameL — If the Hon. Baronet is not very certain of 
being able to carry his bill into effect, I would recommend it to 
him not to agitate it at all ; though if it could be made effe^ual, 
1 confefs it would be a very great advantage. This is now a 
riiing nation, money will be called out and find its way into 
trade that hitherto lay unuled ; nothing that could prevent this 
defirable circumftance fliould now be brought forward ; we (hould 
not give the monied people an alarm by interfering with their 
intereft ; it is a fubje^ in which parliament fhould interfere as 
feldonx, as pofiible ; nor (hould the rate of money ever be low- 
ered, till like other commodities, it had firft found its own 
vallie in the market, and by redundancy had lowered itielf. — 
Now I will a(k if that be the cafe at prefent ; are there more 
lenders than borrowers ? Or do the frequent advcrtifements for 
fums of money which cannot be obtained, even on the beft 
fecuricy at fix per cent, prove the neceflity of reducing interefl 
to five ? 

Sit Nicholas Laivlefs. — I fear this motion is premature, and 
that agitating it now willJncreafe the already too great diffi- 
culty which gentlemen find in raifing money on their eflates. 
As to commerce it cannot ferve it, nor does commerce ftand in 
need of fuch an aid, at leaft in the city of Dublin, for there the 
national bank is ever forward to promote the caufe of commerce ; 
but it may produce a very injurious confequence, it may pre- 
yent the monied men of England from lending upon Irifh fecu« 
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rity i the national intereft in England is five per cent, and which 
of them will lend upon Irifh fecurity when he can get the beft 
in England, and receive the fame rate of intereft? 

Mr. Dazid Latouche, — If the bill be ^referred to a committee, 
I wilh it would be done as foon as pofllble ; if I find it for 
the public good, 1 ihall give it my afliftance, I fhould wlih. 
Sir, that gentlemen would advert to the fituation of this coiintry, 
which wants plenty of money, and plenty of mon^y only can 
operate to leffen the intereft of it. If rooaey be (carcei you 
may enaft what laws you pleafe, they will be found inopera^ * 
live. When people want to borrow money, they can hardly at- 
tain it at fix per cent. Ihould the- intereft of money be Ipwer- 
ed, thofe who then want to borrow money will be obliged to 
fell their lands. This will caufe a glut in the rnarket, and 
confequently the price of land muft fall, a matter requiring the 
moft lerious attention of this Houfe, It may indeed appear to 
remove fome evils, but involves circumftances dangerous to the 
public — for I much fear this meafure will be dangerous to the 
landed property of this country. 

Mr. Fojier hoped the Right Hon. Baronet (Sir Henry Ca-? 
vendifh) would not infift on his motion now„ as it was necef-!- 
fary to go into a committee of fapply ; and moved for the or- 
der of the day, which was carried without a divifion. 

The order of the day for going into the committee oi way« 
and means on the poft-office bill was moved. 

The Houfe accordingly refolved itfelf into a committee of 
ways and means, the Right Hon. John Fofter in the chair. 

Mr. Attorney General ftated to the committee that fo long 
ago as Lord Buckingham's adminiftration, the neceility of efta-s 
bliihing the poft-office of Ireland, by Irilh authority, had been 
perceived, and in order to carry it into efFeft his lordlhip, after 
conlulting with thofe who were beft able to give him informatt-f 
on on the fubjeft, propofed to the BritiQi miniftry, that an a^ 
of feparation fliould be paffed, that no accounts ihould be kept, 
but that each country fhould take to its own profit, the poftage 
of all letters delivered within itfelf. This propofal was rejected 
by the then adminiftration of England, and in its ftead a copy 
of a bill was drawn up, feparating the offices of the two king- 
doms, reftraining Ireland to the advantages of her internal pof- 
tage only, and granting to Great Britain the poftage of all let- 
ters from Great Britain to Ireland, and from Ireland to Great 
Britain. This bill was rejefted by Lord Buckingham as being 
inadequate, and as leaving to Ireland a revenue fcarcely fuffi- 
cient to maintain her poft-office. 

It was again revived in Lord Carlifle*s adminiftration, but no 
effectual fteps could be taken before Lord Carlifle was fucceeded 
by the Duke of Portland, and during his Grace's (hort refidenct 
jtothing could be done upon (he iubjedt. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4zS PARLIAMENTAfeY 

Lord Temple took it up« and iaveftigated it with great at« 
tention and ability. He approved of the plan originally fug- 
gefted, bttt as his Iptdfhip was foon called away, ne had not 
an opportunity erf carrying it into effefl. 

Lord Nortftington adopted thefe ideas which Lord Tcmp!e 
had approved. His lordftiip repeated the propofal which Lord 
Buckingham had made to the Bricifh miniders, but could not 
prevail on them to accede to it. His lordfhip fent over Mr. 
Lees to London to explain the Aibje^t, and give every infor- 
mation upon it. He was authofifed to reprefent, that Ireland 
was willing to take upon herfelf the expence of pacquets, and 
to account to England for all foreign poftage received in 
Ireland. 

During the fpace of near three months Lord Clermont and 
Mr. Lees, laboured this point with the moft unremitting zeal 
and attention ; but the mmifters adhered (iridlly to the reafon- 
ing which had decided agairift the meafure, during Lord Buck- 
in^am's adroiniftration. 

The firft objeftioh was, the great inequality in point of re- 
veaue to the difadvantage of England, as might be clearly ex- 
emplified in the cafe of a fing^e letter. Ireland, they faid, might 
receive on a fingle letter, at an average, 8./. poftage from every 
part of England, whereas England could in no cafe receive for 
the internal poftage of a fingle letter conveyed in Ireland more 
than 4d. — but that which was princfpally urged, and feemed 
the moft relied upon, was, that as Great Britain conveyed at 
her own charge, the mails, both to and from Ireland, Ireland 
could have no juft claim to any part of the revenue arifing 
from the labours and expenCe of England. That every coun- 
try ihould be recompenfed for its ov/n fer vices, that as England 
alone performed the duty, England ought of courfe, alone, to 
receive the profit; and that with every difpofition on their part, 
not only to do juftice, but to ftiew kindnefs to Ireland, they 
could not in this inftance reliiiquifli the right of England. The 
fituation of the country could not afford it, nor could they juf- 
tify fuch a proceeding to parl^ament. It was the juftice of this 
argument was too Itrong not to be admitted. But it was faid 
on the part of Ireland, that ftie would eftablith pacquet boats, 
and pay the expence of all foreign letters to Holyhead. Her 
right to do fo was not denied j but it. was objected that by the 
law of England, the mails of that kingdom muft be ferjt OMt in 
pa quet boats of her own ; and though it was confefted that 
Ireland had the lame right to fend out her mails in pacquet 
boats of her own, yet for the acconimodation of both fides, and 
to prevent the trouble and expence of doubling the number of 
Pecquet boats, it was propofed as a compenfation to Ireland, 
until ftie ft]ould think proper to eftablifli pacquet boats of her 
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own, to pay her .4, 000/. per annum, for the liberty of carrying 
her letters acrofs the channel. The difficulties, infeparable from 
any other plan, and the impropriety of either nation interfering 
with the revenue of the other, bad induced Lord Northington 
to agree to thofe terms, and England had in confequence paf- 
led an a^, for the feparation of the poft-offic€s of Great Britain 
and Ireland, which is however, not to take place until a fimi- 
lar a6l fhall.have been paifed in this kingdom. 

The meaning of the bill, and the fpirit of it was to allow 
each country to receive the poflage of letters fo far as (he 
carries them. 

To reftrain the privilege of franking letters to the refpeftivc 
members of parliament within their rey)e6tive kingdoms, and to 
enable the treafury of England to pay over to that of Ireland, 
by quarterly payments, 4,000/. per annum, until Ireland fhall 
think proper to eftabliih pacquet boats of her own. 

Now it appears to me that the compenfation is fully adequate, 
and a much greater revenue than could be raifed by eftablifli- 
ing Irifh pacquet boats, which would be a very experifive un- 
dertaking, and in the end, perhaps, not quit the coft ; be/ides 
this, England has afllgned over to Ireland, free of expence, the 
poft-office which lately coft her between 7, and 8,000/. Upon 
the whole, I truft the Houfe will perceive that every thing 
poffible has been done by Lord Northington for the advantage 
of Ireland; and that he has been as fuccefsful as could rea* 
fonably be hoped. 

The Attorn^ General then proceeded to ftate the plan upon 
which it was intended to eftabliili the Irilh office. On the pre- 
fent eftablilhmentj he faid it would do little more than pay its 
own expences 5 and in order to raife a revenue, the privilege 
of franking muft be reftrained to the perfonal convenience of 
the members of parliament, to which end it was propofed that 
no letter Ihould pafs free that was not fuperfcribed, and dated on 
the back with the day of the week and month, by a member of 
parliament ; and that if it was .not put into the office the day qf 
Its date, it fliould not be considered as free. He Hated that it 
would be neceflary to make a fmall increafe in the poftage of 
kttcrs, and moved the following refolutions : 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that to- 
wards raifing the fupply granted to his Majefty a general letter 
office, or poft office, together with all inferior necelFary offices, 
(hall be eftabliflied within this kingdom, to continue to the a5th 
day of March, 1785 ; ^nd that there Ihall be levied and paid to 
his Majefty, his heirs and fuccelfors, for the portage and con- 
veyance of letters and packets by the (aid offices, the feveral rates 
hereafter mentioned. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that there 
(hall be levied and paid to his Majefty, his heirs and fuccelfors. 
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from the eftablifliment offuch general poft*bfficej until the timi^ 
aforefaid, for the port an^ conveyance of every fittgle letter oi' 
piece of paper from the office in this Icingd- m where fuch lett«^ 
or piece of paper (hall be put in, to any diflance within faid 
kingdom not exceeding fifteen miles Irifh roeafure, the fum of 2^/- 
and to any diftance exceeding fifteen miles, and not exceeding 
thirty miles, the fum of 3/. and to any diftance exceedin;^ thirty 
miles, the^m of .4//. and for the port and conveyance of every 
double letter, double the faid fums refpeclively ; and of every 
treble letter, treble the faid fums refpeitively ; and of every 
ounce weight, four times the faid furas refpedively, and fo iii 
proportion for any greater weight than an ounce^^ reckoning every 
quarter of an ounce equal to a fingle letter. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that every 
letter or packet directed from any place in this kingdom to any 
parts beyond the feas, Ihall be charged and pay according to the 
rates aforefaid, for its portage and conveyance within this king- 
dom from or to Dubhn or Doiiaghadee, according as it fhail 
be refpedtively (hipped from or landed in either of the hid 
places. ' 

Refolved, That it it the opinion of this committee, that every 
letter or packet pafling through the general poft-office in the city of 
Dublin, from any place within this kingdom not lefs diftant than 
four miles from the faid offic«, to any place within thfc faid king- 
dom, not lefs diflant likewife than four 'miles from the faid 
ofEce, (hall be charged and pay according to the diftances in the 
foregoing refolutions to Dublin, and be further charged and pay 
according to the fame from Dublin. 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
every letter or packet dire6ted on board, or brought or fent from 
on board any (hip or vefl'el riding or (lopping in any port with- 
in this kingdom, there (hall be charged and paid to his Majefty, 
his heirs and fuccelforl, over and above the rates aforefaid, the 
fum of id. , 

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that to- 
wards raifmg the faid fupply a penny-poft-office be eftabli(hed in 
the city of Dublin, for the port and conveyance of letters and 
packets within a circuit of four miles from the general poft-oiiicc 
in the faid city. 

Refolved, I'har it is the opinion of this committee, that for 
every letter or packet of any weight which (hall be fent to or 
delivered from the general poft-office by the penny-poft, from 
or to any place not being within the faid city, there (hall be paid 
the fum of itf. over and above or exclufive of the rates aforeikid. 

Reiblved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that foy 
the port and conveyance of any letter or packet, being not mqrc 
than four ounces in weight, from and to any place within the city 
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of Dublin, by the penny-poft-officc, there (hall be paid, at the 
time of putting fuch letter or packet into the office, the fum of 
!</. and for the port and conveyance of every letter or packet, 
not exceeding the like weight, from any place in the faid city to 
any place outfide of the faid city within the circuit of the penny- 
poft- office, or from any place outllde of the iaid city within the 
circuit of the penny-poft to any place in the faid city, there 
fiiall be paid, at the time of putting in fuch letter or packet, the 
fum of ici, and a further fum of id, on the delivery thereof. 

Mr. Molyufux faid, that he faw no reafon why we Ihould truft 
England with the conveyance of our letters, while (he refufed 
to truft us ; that the eftabliihmenc of pacquet boats would be a 
fmall expence and produ6tive of a great revenue. And finally, 
that the proof of his affertion was this, that the office as left 
with Ireland, was unequal to its own expence, and therefore the 
miniflry was obliged to raife the price of poflage, and contract the 
privileges of the Houfe j though formerly it had been ftated as 
an objcd of revenue, capable of producing 12, or 14,000/. per 
annum, without any fuch increafe of expence or diminution of 
privilege. 

Mr. Gardiner did not approve of the increafe of poftage, when 
too, it did not fuperfede the neceflity of abridging the privilege 
of that Houfe, which he thought ought to be kept perfe^, and 
entire. 

Mr. Carry objected to the tax as burthenfome to the commerce 
of this country. He reprefented a commercial town, and he 
could not be fatisfied with the tax for his conflituents. 

Mr. Orde^ — I would not thus obtrude myfelf upon the Houfe, 
the iirft day I have the honour of fitting here, but for the pur- 
pofe of aniwering fome queftions which gentlemen have been 
plea.fed to direct to me, and which render ir improper forme 
to remain filent. ' ^ 

This bill is not the a£t of the prefent adminiftration, but a 
continuation of what was begun by the former ; yet I fhould be 
forry it was made an object of oppofition, becaufe I believe it 
will be found a very fair and ufeful meafure ; but what I am 
moft anxious to imprefs upon the Houfe is, that I ihould be the 
moil unhappy man ex i (ling, if gentlemen could for one moment 
imagine that I have any intention to impofe upon them ; on the 
contrary, whenever it ihall be their pleafure to call upon me, I 
ihall mod chearfully give them every fatisfa^lion in my power. 

I have reaibn to think that the revenue now ariiing from the 
inland poflage of this kingdom, is hardly fufficient to maintain 
the expence of the officers ; but this revenue, aflifled by the four 
thoufand pounds a year which Britain is to pay, will be equal 
CO the future eflabliibmbnt, though it will not go much beyond it.* 

It has been aiked. Whether there be any intention to aid the ' 
fupply by this meafure ? 1 anfwer. Yes j by reflraining the pri- 
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vilege of franking to the perfonal convcnienca of the raembers of 
jjarliament— by circumfcribing the unlimited manner in which 
the privilege has hitherto been exercifed, and by the alteration ia 
the charge of podage, I think ten thoufand pounds may annually 
be brought to the national aid, 

I have been but a (bort time in this country, but I muft have 
been very inattentive indeed, if I had not ere now" difcover- 
ed the refpc^ and deference which is due to the gentlemen 
I now have the -honour to fit among ; and I beg leave to 
fay, that they value too hi^ly the good opinion of fuch men 
ever to rifque it by bringing forward a mcafure injurious to 
the country, or which might not be laid open to the infpe6tion of 
all the world. Mr. Orde concluded with faying, that every ne- 
ceflary document fhould be laid before the Houfe. 

Sir Richard Muf^ra^e faid, when the bufinefs of the nation was 
lately interrupted by repeated adjournments of the Houfe, gen- 
tlemen complained of it, and now that an affair 6i the greateft 
confeouenCe is before it, they make a wanton and unnecelfary 
oppoution to it, — The regulation of the poft-office took place 
during an adminiflration in England, which this Houfe and this 
nation ihould look up to with gratitude } and this law fliould be 
* wiibed for, becaufe it will wipe away the laft veftige of that 
odious principle, fb much and fojuftlyfpumed at, that Englifh 
laws can operate in Itclind ; befides it will produce a I rge reve- 
nue, the appropriation of which can be attended to in the differ- 
ent proceHes through which the refolutions of the committee muft 
pafs, before they are executed into a law, 

Mr. Brdwnmxf confefTed himfelf prejudiced in favour of the 
Right Horn Gentleman's intentions by the open and candid man- 
ner in which he had expretled himfelf) but begged that one day 
more might be given to coniider the meafure now before the com- 
mittee, which he would receive as a favour. He faid, he could 
not fit down without returning the Right Honourable Secretary 
his thanks, for the favourable fentiments he exprefled, and af- 
fured him,, that an adminiftration attentive to the public good, 
as he* believed the prefient to be, might always rely on fupport 
from the independent gentlemen of Ireland. 

Mr. Cjrry thanked the minifter, for kis unexampled candour, 
and readinefs to give the members of the Houfe fatisfadlion on a 
fubje^t fo highly interefling to the nation. 

The committee reported progrcfs, Jind prayed lea^e to fit 
again. 
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Officers vindicated by Mr. David Latouche, 54. 

Bankrupts, Motion concerning, 56. 

Barley and OatSy to prevent a Scarcity of, 347. 

Belfafty Petition from, relktive to the Bill forTegulating the Corn 
Trade, prefented, 380. 

Btresfordy Rt. Hon. John, fopports the Motion fcrr an Addrefs 
to Earl Temple, 13. — Vindicates the Revenue Board, in. — 
Explains the Reafons of his ConduA with regard to the Equa- 
lization Duties, 172. — Will not recognize the Chamber c( 
Commerce, being a Body unknown to the Law, 2p6. 

Beresfird, Mr. Marcus, his Speech on the propofed Parliamentary 
Reform, 242. — On the Loan to the Canal Company, 328. — 
On the Matter of Auguftus Warren, Efqs 343. 

Blaquitre, Sir John, 90, 135^ 137, 138, 175,202, 204, 209, 
279, 286, 294, 298, 323, 329, 351, 559, 362, 397. 

Bdton, Mr. Cornelius, 141, 300. 

Bourke, Hon. JoHn, reports concerning the Foundling Hofpital 
and Work Houfe, 54. 

Bradftretti Sir Samuel, fuppoits Motion for an Addreft of Thanks 
to Lord Temple, 13. — Points out the Utffity of the Tillage 
Laws; 25. 

Breaches of Privilege. See Privilege, 

Brooke^ Mr. his Speech on the Abfentee Bill, 284. 

Brooke, Robert, Efq; Proceedings of the Houfe in the Loan to, 
217,220,321,331. 
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BrenvM, Mr. of the College, 26, 35, 77, 81. — His Spetjch in Fa- 
vour of a military Redudion, 99. — Ori the Bill for a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, 248.- — Oppoies an Addrcfs of Thanks to the 
Lord Lieutenant, 364. 

BrontMy Mr. Dennis^ fuppOrts ]Vir. Henry Flood's Motion for a 
Retrenchment in the military E-lablilliment, 74, 9^, 126. — 
Move« far an Adddrefs to his Majefty on tlie Situation of the 
Country, and for Retrenchment, 305. 

Br$^nl(nv, Mr. 90, 93. — ^Is- for a Retrenchment of t\\Q ptiblfc 
Expences, 105. — Supports the prcpoled Meafure cf a Parlia- 

. mentary • Reform, 234. — Moves for thanks -to the Speaker, 

Bur^hf Lwd Chief Baron, Motion for an Addrefs in Behalf of 
the Children of, 18. — Anfwer to the Addrefs, 55. 

Burghy Captain, oppofes Sir H. Cavendiflb's Motion for Retrench- 
ment, &c. 34, 130. 

Btirghf Mr. T. ioi, 202, 220, 243, 276. 

Burh, Mr. prefents a Petition for a Renewal of the Tillage Du- 
ties, 49. 

Bu/bfy Mr. his' Speech in Favour of an Education in Ireland, 
57.*— For retaining the prefent military Enablilhment, 81. — 
On the Ways and Meaiis, 145, 146. — On the propofed Parlia- 
mentary Reform, 241. — On the Com Bill, 291 .— Sup|>arts 
the Motion for an Addrefs of Thanks to the Lord Lieutenant, 
365. — Oppofes a Claufe in the Corn Bill, 423. 

C. 

Canal Company, Petition of, and Proceedings with regard to, 

51, 57, 118, 298, 323, 326, 329, 340. 
Carleton, Mr. Solicitor, 26* 

Cavendijh, Sir Henry, oppoies an Addrefs of Thanks to Lord 
Templej 13. — Moves that Officers (hould lay an Account of 
Money lodged in the Bank, 25. — Moves for a R.<^trench« 
ment of Expences, 33. — Supports the Motion fdr a Redudtion 
of the military EftablifnmePi, bo. — Moves that the Coiidition 
of the Kingdom requires Retrenchment, 94* — :Again votes for 
a Re«lu^on of the Army, 129. — Gives Notice of his Inten- 
tion to move for an Addrefs to his Majefty, for an additional 
Number of Judges, 143. — Speech on the Ways and Means, 
145. — On the Motion to increafe the Lord Lieutenant's Salary, 
300, 203, 

Chamifer cf Commerce, Debatescdncerning, J-J* 205;. . 

Chancellor of the Exchequer, that he be a Retident moved for^ 

403*. 
Chatterton, Mr. 139^ 322, 332, 344, 345, 370, 382, ^Sji j88, 
399,401,407, . . .:o . . 

F f 2 
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Civil Lift y Motion cpncerning, 52. 

Clement :y Mr. 25,50, 56, 79. 

Colville^ Mr. 34)1^. 

Conolfyf Mr. is againfl: tke Rediiftion ,of the Army, 85. — ^Prcfentj 

it Petition, 83. — Votes for an Addrefs to his Majefty on the 

Prince of Wales's coming to Age, i8i. 
CcHiefted EJedms, Proceedings, of the Houfe relative to, I7» 21, 

3o> 32» s3>5^'»6^»7o» 71*85, 91, n6, 132, 144, i77,J9S» 

204y 2it>, 221, 265, 268, 276, 2^2, 322, 330, 332, 343, 

345t 55>* 352^ 357* ?85> 4oo» 419*421, 422,424* 

Cootey Sir Eyre, Motion that Thanks be given to, 48. , 

Co(?/^,Mr.his Speech on the Bill for a Parliamentary Reform^ 258. 

Corn Bill Kndi.GTfi Trade ^ Proceedings on, 24, 289, 348, 380, 
.384,408^417,422. 

Ccrry, Mr. moves for a Congratulation to his Majefty on the 
Prince of Wales's attaining the Age of 21, 6, 7. — Moves for 
a Committee to confider of the Eaft India Trade, 10. — Speech 
on the Trade with Portugal, 47. — For the Addrefs for a mili- 
tary Reduction, 81. — Gives Notice of his intended Motion on 
the Prince of Wales's attaining 21, 114. — Moves it, 136. — 
Again moves it, 140, 177. — Oppofes the granting of any ad- 
ditional Salaries, 204. — Vindicates the Rights of the People, 
208. — Points out the Advantages of bonding of Duties, 270. — 
Speech on the Tobacco Bill, 273, 275. — On the Corn Bill, 
292. — On the Motion for Retrenchment, 310. — ^Is of Opinion 
public Granaries would be ufeful, 349. — Moves to bring in a 
Bill to regulate Ships failing fo diltant Parts, 352. , 

Crofiof/, Mr. his Motion concerning the Application of Money for 
maicing the Shannon navigable, 57. • « 

CrookjhAnh, Mr. oppofes the Motion for a Retrenchment cf the 
public Expences, 320. 

Cuffey Mr. 12, 13, 50, 55, 13$, 195, 203. 

Cunningham^ General, 13;^, 140, 249, 287, 288, 325, 365, 366. 

Curreijy Mr. 1 16, 176, 255, 332.— His Speech on moving that 
it is the exclulive Privilege of the Commons to originate Money 
Bills, 333. • 

Curtis, Sir Robert, Motion for Thanks to be given to, 50. 

Cuftoms and 'foiU, Motion to bring in a Bill for regulating, 192. 

D- 

J^aljf Rt. Hon* Dennis, fpcaks againft reducing the Army, 106, 
107. — Is againft receiving a Petition from a Body ftiling itfclf 
a Chamber of Commerce, 206.— Oppofes the BiU f«r a PtrJia* 
mentary Reform. 

Lel'viny Lord, 87, 135, 144, 197, 267, 294, 302, 330, 339, 

- 373* 383*. 

Dcr^un, Eledion of. Proceedings in the Matter of, 17* 132, 144* 
292. 
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DoyUy Mr. 82.— His Speeches on a propofed Redu6lion of the 
military Eftablilhment, 97, 99, 102, 130. — Difapproves of 
new Taxes, 147. — Is againlT: the Bill for a Parliamentary Re- 
form, 263. — His Speech on the propofed Adjournment, 353. 

Drapery y old and new imported. Account of ordered, 30. 



EaJi'India Goods, Committee to inveftigate the Regulations of, 

'7- . 
Edicution in Ireland recommended, and Petition in Behalf of, 

^,57; 

Eleaion controverted^ of the County of Down, Proceedings in, 

17, 132, 292. 

For other difputed Eleftions, fee Contejied Ehniom, 
Eledion La^s very defective, 332. — The Provoft proraifes his 

Alliftance to reform and reduce them to a Syftem, ib, 
Englijbf Mr. Alexander, Proceedings of the Houfe in the Matter 

.of, 71, 116/345,351,360,421,422. 
Ennifcorthy, Borough of. Proceedings relative to, 71, 116. 
Equalizing Duties ^ 172. 
Exchequer^ Chancellor of the, that he be refident in the Kingdom 

moved for, 403. 
Expences, Retrenchment of. Debate on the Motion for, 33, 43, 

Exports and Imports, Motion fur an Account of, 1 1. 

F. 

Fencihle ReguttentSy Motion relative to, 53. — Mr. Molyneux 
moves for a Cenfure on the Advifers of this Meafure, 299. 

Fijbing Veffeh, Sums paid in Premiums to, an Account of or- 
dered, 30. 

Fitzgerald^ Counfellor James, 149, , * - 

Fitzgeraldy Lord Charles, bears honourable Teftimony to the 
Speaker's Merit, 2. — P relents a Petition for a Loan from the 
Undertakers of the Grand Canal, 51. 

Fitzgibbotiy Mr. oppofes Mr. Corry's Motion for an Addrefs to 
the King, on tfte Prince of Wales's attaining his Age of 21, 
8. — Objects to a Motion relative to the Borough of Kilmal- 
lock, 115,1 16. — Moves the Houfe ihould be cleared, 209.— 
Is againft a Parliamentary Reform, 237. — Speech on the To- 
bacco Bill, 275. — Oppofes Loan to the Canal Company, 
327. — See alfo the latter Part under Attorney General, 

Hood, Mr. Henry, fupports Motion for Retrenchment, 35, 37, 
39, 42. — His Vindication of his Character againft the Attack 
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ofMr. Grattan, 6i. — Speeches for a Redudtion of .the military 
Eftablifbment, 71, 82, 94, 96, 105, 106, 167. — Speech on 
Mr. Pelham's Statement of the national Accounts, 1 18. — At- 
raigns the IV'Iearure of raifing fencible Regiments, &c. 224. — 
Speech on the propofed Parliamentary Reform, 22S. 

Flcody Sir Frederick, 88, 2S6, 287, 395. 

Forbesy Mr. 251. 

Fojier^ Rt. Hon. John, moves for Committee to examine into 
the Trade with Portugal, 45, 46.— Moves that public Money 
ihould be faithfully accounted for, 89. — Reports from the 
Committee for railing Supplies, 150. — Prefents the Loan Bill» 
197. — Infitls that Ireland (hould have all the Benefits of the 
Navigation Act, 205, 213. — Speech on the Tobacco Bill, 
274. — On the Corn Jiill, 289. — ^^^On the Loan to th^ Canal 
Company, 32,6, 327. , ......... 

FGundling'Hofpital, Report concerning,' 54. 



Gardiner f Rt. Hon. Luke, moves for an Addrefs of Thanhs to 
Lord Temple, 12. — Speech on the Trade with Portugal, 45^ 
— On the Protedting Duties, J91. — On the propofed Parlia- 
mentary Reform, 233. — Prefents a Petition, praying to limit 
the E^cportation of Linen Yarn, 296. ^ ' 

Granaries public , a Necellity for introducing in the, North of 
Ireland, 34S. 

Grand Canal. See Canal Company, 

Grants of public Money ^ 120, etjeq. 150, etfeq, 182, et feq, 

Grattanj Mr. fupports Motion for Retrenchment, 39, 41. — Is 
againft a Redu6tion of the military Eftablilhment, 84, 103, 
105, 106. — Thinks the Collection of the Revenue, is an Ob- 
ject of Retrenchment, i t i , .-! i 3. — Supports the Bill for a Par- 
l^'. :-..;■•...-> *Nr . . --'•..-..?! or the Motion for a R^- 
ct'.-i: • . "^ f . . -b :^ |.v.... >, 318. — On i\iQ Motion for 
i.n . ludieis ol A iianks'.:, -.}c Lord Lieutenant, 367. 

Gresny Mr. I 1 4, 120, 174, 192, 406. 

Griffith, Mr. rnoves for Thanks to Sir Robert Curtis, 50. — 
Intimates his Intention to move for an additional Stipend to 
the Lord Lieutenant and his ' Secretary, 73. — Speech in 
Favour of Retrenchment, 128, — On the Ways and Means, 

^ 147- 

H. 

Harbour of Dubliny 4,000/. only expended by the Ballaft-office to 

improve, out of 1 20,000/. received, 58, 
Hamilton, Mr. Secretary, 347, 
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Hardy y Mr. his Speech on the Bill for a Parliamentary Reform, 
251. * 

Hartley y Mr. moves for an Addrefs to his Excellency to receive 
Bonds for Duties on Corn, 22, 24. — Prefents Addrefs from' 
the Chamber of Commerce, 55. — Speaks in Favour of the 
prellnt iiilMcary E/ldbliihment, 81. — Prefents a Petition from 
the Corporation of Hatters, 143.— Oppofts new !l"aKes, 146, 
J47. — Speech en the Plantation *"! rade, 172.— Shews wiiy 
bonding of Duties fnould be adopted, 270. — pro; cCcs an 
Amendment of the Tobacco Bill, 272.---Supports the Loan to 
the Canal Company, 328. 

Hartjhnge^ Sir Henry, 131, 144,256,360. 

Hattersy Petition of prefented, ^14^. 

HaHon, Mr. 351. 

Hayes J Colonel, 138, 283. 

Hearth Money ^ Motion concerning, 52. 

Holmes^ Mr- 196, 338, 415. 

Hcugkivgy Motion by General Luttrell to bring in a Bill to pre- 
vent, 419. 

Houfcy the Orders for regulating. Debate on, 51. 

Hughesy Sir Edward, iViocion that Thanks be returned to, 

HuJJ^y^ Mr. 205, 273, 336. 

For Rt. Hon. John Hely Hutchinforu See Pro^ofl, 
Hutchinfon, Mr. Richard Hely, his Speech on the Bill for a Par- 
liamentary Reform, 244. 

I. 

Js^hfrjfiy Mr. Robert, his Speech on the Bill for taxing Abfentees, 

281. • » 

Lriportaticn of Corn , Motion for the Continuance of the Bill for, 17. 
Imports and ExportSy Motion for an Account of, 11. 
Inland Nazfiirat ion y Petition prefented relative to by Mr. Burke, 

49. — Motion concerning, 57. — Proceedings relati\e to, 298, 

323, 326, 329, 406, 
Lifil'vent Debtors y Proceedings in regard of, 13), 337> 338, 339, 

34^ 345* l^h 3'^?» 395>40^» 4^6, 4^1- 
Interefi ofMotejy a iiiil for lowering to 5 per Cent, propofed to 

be introduced, 426, 
^jokujioMy Sir Richard, 413. 
Jones, Mr. 135, 209, 353, 413, 414. 
Ireland and America y Treaty between recommended, 27. — Bill 

moved for to promote their mutual Intercourfe, 29. 
Judge ly additional Nwmber of. Motion for, 143. 
Jujiicey Adminitlration of. Bill brought in by Sir Edward New- 

enham, -362. — Read and committed, 383. 
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^ufticei of the Peace, BiU for th« better afcertaining the Qua- 
lifications of, brought in by Sir Edward Newenham, 362, 

K. 

Kearney, Mr. 131, 133, 203, 250. 

Kelly, Mr. See Prime Serjeant, 

Kilkent^ School, Petition from the Mafter of prefented, 56. 

Kilmallock, Borough of. Petition concerning prefented by Sir 

Edward Newenham, 56.— Motion concerning, 115, qS*;. 
Kil'warlin^ Lord, 132, 134, 144,267.' 
Kingjhorough, Lord, his Speech on the propofed Parliamentary 

Reform, 24 c. ' 

L. 

Langrifbe Sir Hercules, vindicates the Tillage Laws, 2^.- 
Oppofes the Reduaion of the military Eftabliihment, 77.- 
Oppofes a Parliamentary Reform, 23 i.-Oppofes Mr. Cur- 
re n s Motion, that It IS thefole and undoubied Privilege of 
the Commons to originate Money Bills, 33S.-Supports an 
Adjournment propofed, 355.-Recommends the Naturaliza" 
tion JtJUI, 390. 

Lat^he, Mr. David, vindicates the Conduft of the Bank, C4. 
La'wU^^, Sir Nicholas, oppofes lowering the Intereft of Money. 

Linen Mqnufaaure, Proceedings relative to the, <4.-Pctition 

concerning prefented, and Debates on, 206, «7. «q 
y.,«« nr», to limit the Exportation of, 296, 337, 319 
Loan B,U to Captain Brooke, Proceedings i^ 217, 32,, 3,,. 
Lord Lieutenant^ Speech, 2. '' o' ' ii'' 

^'theSlfe'^*"""'"''"^*^''' '''• ^"''"'''^" <=^ « AeBar of 

Lo/tui, Mr. Tottenham, 6. 

UngJielJ, Mr. lupports an Enquiry into the Trade with Por- 
tugal 48.— Oppofes new Taxes, 148.— Is aeainft laying on 
Poo\Sol j^sr" ^""'' =" '-Moves fir Re£l7tZ 

Lotteries, rMng Money by reprehended, as inducing a Spirit of 

Gaming detrimental to Morals, 197, * ^ 

luttre//. General, 90, 92, 95, 96, ,02, 13,, 1^6, 419. 

M. 
Ma/oue, Mr. 330, 363. 

Manu/aclures, State of the. Proceedings relative to, 27, eo. 
'>4, '35. 37S- ' ^' '"' 
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Mafifi, Mr. oppofes Sir Henry Cavendifli's Motion for a Re- 
trenchment of Expences, 33, 38. — ^Infifts on fubftantial Juf-* 
tice being dqne in all Cafes, 134, — Defends the Board of 
Trade with refped to their Condud relative to the Equali- 
zation Duties, 174. — Oppofes the Abfentee Bill, 284. 
Maffey^ Hon. Mr. 1 16, 257, 288, 388. 
Mejfages to the Houfe, i . 
Met^e, Serjeant, 134,144,249. 
Military Ejlablijbment, Debate concerning a Reduction of, 71, 

et feq. 110, 126, 221. 
Molyneuxy Mr, G. fupports Mr. Flood's Motion to reduce the 
military Eftabliftiment, 76, 96. — Charges Adminiftration with 
Profufion and mifplaced Oeconomy, 108. — Propofes the ftrik- 
ing off the Deputy of the Judge Advocate, 131. — Gives No* 
tice that he would move for an Abfentee Tax, 143. — Hi» 
Speech on moving for an Augmentation of the Salary of the 
Lord Lieutenant, 197, 198, 201. — Vindicates that Meafure^ 
■ 318. — On the propofed Parliamentary Reform, 231. — 
Speeches on his Bill for a Tax on Abfentees, 277, 288. — 
Moves for a Cenfure on the Advifers of raifing fencible Regi- 
ments, 299. — Speech on a Motion for an Addrefs to his Ma^ 
jefty for Retrenchment, 309. — Oppofes an Addrefs of Thanks 
to the Lord Lieutenant, 364, 365. — Moves that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer be relident in the Kingdom, 403. 
Money Bills not to exceed the Term of Six Months propofed, 
109. — That it is the fole Privilege of the pommons to origi- 
nate, moved for, 335. 
Montgomery y Mr. Alexander, 203, 321. 
Montgomery y Mr. George, 138, 212, 350, 35 1. 
Morresy Mr. Lodge, 199, 208, 329. 
Mufgru've^ Sir Richard, 193, 200, 283, 299, 365, 432. 

N. 

National Account Sy Statement of by Mr. Pelham, 11 8, 

National Bank, Motion that the Officers fhould lay an Account 

of the public Money lodged in, 25. 
Naturalization Bill, Proceedings on tlie, 396. 
Na^^igation Acl, Queftiops relating to, 205, 213, 272, J&73, 

275- 
Navigation, Motion concerning the Inland, 51, 57. See Co" 

naU 
Neville, Mr. 250. 
Nevjenham, Sir Edward, his Speech in Behalf of protefling Du* 

ties, 27. — Recommends a commercial Treaty with America, 

27. — lijpports a Motion for Retrenchment, 34. — Moves for 
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the Thapks of tte JFJoufe to Sir Edward Hughes and Com- 
inodote King, 5c. — lottrfcres to fiipport the Honour of Par- 
liameru, ' aiid pre^eot private Alte^'S^ation, 70. — Moves for a 
Limitation cf the Tcthi of Mojzcy Bills, 109. — That an Or- 
der be made that the Corporation Bc^oks relative to the Bo- 
rough of Kilmallock, be lodged v\^ith the Clerk of the Houfe, 
I J 5, 116. — Gives Notice of an intended IVtoti on for an Ad- 
drefs to his Majefty, to enter i;ito a Treaty with the United 
States of America, 195. — Speech on the' propofed Augmenta- 
■" tion of the Lord Lieutenant's Salary,. 202. — Is for receiving 
a Petition from the Chamber of Commerce, 2 07. -^-Supports 
the ^'k-afure of a Parliamentary Reform, 225, 239. — Oppofes 
the Abfentee ].>ili, 28S. — Supports the Motion for a Retrench- 
ment, '3^0. — Movies for Lciive to hring in a Bill for fecuring 
the Fri:e(iG:h of Parliament, 332. — Recommends a Parliamen- 
tary RL'fofm, a Limitation of the Influence of the Crown, and 
p'ottr^ing Duties, 344. — Suggefts a Mode of relieving the 
Po I, 360. — Oppofes an Addrcfs lof Thanks to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, 363. — Moves an Amendment to the Motion for a con- 
gratulatory Addrcfs to the Duke of Rutland, 374. — Prefents a 
Petition from the Freeholders of the County of Dubiih, 391. 

O. 

Oats znd Bar liy, to prevent a Scarcity of^ 347, 

O^Brirn^ Sir Lucius, his Speech on the propofed Adjournment, 
353. — Propcfes Meafures ff>r the Reiiet'of the Poor, 379. 

OgUy Mr. oppofes the Motion- for it Redudion of tbe military 
E.ilabli!hment, 77. — Supports i;he Bill for a Parliamentary Re- 
form, 244. — Oppufes the Abfentee. Ta-x Bill, 280. 

O^Hara, Mr. 128, 140, 177, 195, 22i> 222, 250, 332, 35S, 
366, 392. 

OWf//, Re. Hon. John, fupports the Meafure of a propoled Par- 

' liamentary Reform, 236. — Oppofes the Abfentee Bill, 287. 

Ordey Mr. Secrctar}, hid Speech on the Poft-oltice Bill, 431. — 

Orders of the Houfe, contradidory pointed out by the Provoft, 

Ojlpcrue, Mr. J 82. 

Ojlorncy Sir Thomas,' his Speech on the propofed Parliamentary 

Reform, 227. — Oppofes the Abfentee Bili, as hofliie to Li" 

berty, 2 89. 



Parliamentary Orders^ fome abfurd ones pointed out by the Pro- 
voil, 51, 52. - 
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Parliamentary Refer m. Proceedings on, 22$, - 39i> 392> .395> 
413.* • ■ 

Parnell^ Sir John, vindicates the Revenue. Board ^ \ 12. — Opposes 
the Bill Tor a Pailiaraentary Reform, 248. — Supports his Mo- 
tion relative tu the County of Down Eledion, 293. 

Parjoiiiy Mr. fpeaks for a Reduction of the Dailitary- Eflabliih- 
ment, 82, 98, 131. — Supports the Eill for'a Parliamentary 
Reform, 244.— Seconds the Motion of its being the exclufive 
Rfg'it of the Commons to originate Money Bills, 335. 

Pelt^am, Rt. Hon. Thomas, his. .'Encomium on the Speaker and 
Recommendation for a Re-Ele6lion to the Ch^ir*. 2. — Afliires 
the Houfe of his Excell-enc^'s wifli to promote the Lineii- 
Manufadure, ii. — Will concur jn practicable Meafures for 
Retrenchment, 38, 319.— ^Vindiir^tes his Majefty*s Minif- 
ter?, 47, 82, 93. — Declares himfelf again fl: a propofed Mo- 
tion for an additional Stipend to the Lord Lieutenant and 
his Secretary, 1 1 3. — States d)e national Accounts to the 
Houfe, 118. — Promifes Oeconomy, 127, 319. — Speech on 
the Tobacco Bill, 275. 

Penji(^nsp an Account of ordeced, 30- - • 

Phyftcai School f to eftablifii, propofed by the PrOvoft, ' 193.. 

PcJe, Hon. Wcfley, 127, 12^, r^S, 181, 203, 234, 285. 

Ponfonby, Rt. Hon. John, moves for the Relief of the Poor, 

3S7-- • ■ • 
Pc>njc>nhy, Mr. Brabazon, 362. 

pQnfintjy ^/fr. George, oppofes Sit lienry Cavendift's Motion 
for Rctreijchment, 36, 37.— Oppofes a Parliamentary Re- 
form, 235. — Moves that the 106,000/. granted by Parliament 
fr.r railing Seamen were faithfully applied, 2*95, — Supports 
the MaturalizationBill, 39^^. ■ - ■ ' 

Poor, Debates on the Dillrelfes of, 22, 27. 

PcrLu^aly Tra^e with. Motion concerning, 45. — Debates oni 
141. 

Pofi-Ofice Billy Proceedings on the, 427. — Propofed Regula- 
tions, 428, et fe^. 

Prime ^erjeatjy (Mr, Kelly) declares his Readinefs to fupport 
I^/iotion for Retrenchment, 38. — Speech declarative of his in- 
dependent Principles, 209.— Speech on the propofed Parlia- 
mentary Reform, 239. — On the County of Ogwn Election, 
293. — On tlic Loan to the Canal Compaay, 327. 

Privilege y Matters relative to, ^9, 135, 220,266, 269, 322, 35 i, 
3^5* 400, 40-;. 

Prottfaiur uutie^y Debates on, 27, 191. — Recommended by Sir 
John Ulaquiere, 137, and by Sir Edward Newenhum, 344. 

Prszoji moves for Lea\c cj !»ring in a Bill to difcharge Perfons 

■ acqsiicted, but decaiiicd for i'Ves, 31. — Propoils the Revival 

of the Protelforlhips inftituced by Sir Patnck Dunn, 193. — 
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Speaks againft hying an additional" Duty on Riim, 2J«. — 
Againft the Bill for a Parliamentary Reform, 259. — Shews the 
Deficiency of the Eleftion Laws, 332. — Oppofes the Motion, 
that it is the fole Privilege of the Commons to originate Money 
Bilb, 336. — Defends his Charadter, 3'44. — Prefents a Bill for 
the Relief of Prifoners charged with Felony, diicharged by 
Proclamation, 415, 



^ftalificatien Bill of Members ferving in Parliament, propofed by 

Mr. Crofton, 32. 
Salifications of Juftices of the Peace, Bill to afcertain brou^t 

in, 362, 385. 

R. 

Recorder, See Bradjlreet^ Sir Samuel. 

Reform Harliamentary^ FroceedtJigs and Debates on, 22 5» 391, 

392* 393» 4»3- 
Reprejeniation of the People^ tor a more, equal. Proceedings on, 

225. 
Retrenchment of Expences, Debate on the Motion for, 33, 43, 

303* 425- 
Re<vettue, the Colle6tion of, Diebatcs concerning, 1 1 1. 
Re<uenue oi Ballajt'-cffice^ 4,000/. a- Year for thirty Years pafl:, a 

thirtieth Part only of which fpent in improving the Harbour 

of Dublin, 5.8. 
Roarify, Admiral Lord, his Letter to the Houfe, 19. 
Rofi, Colonel, 265, 331. 
• $,utlandf Duke of. Motion made for an Addrefs to, 373. 

S. 

Sail-'ckth Manufadoryy Petition concerning prefented by the Pro- 
voft, 149. 

Salaties of the Lord Lieutenant and his Secretary moved to be 
augmented, 197. 

School y a Phyfical, propofed to be eftablilhed, 193. 

Scotty Rt. Hon* John, vindicates Lord Temple, 14, 15. — Is 
againft receiving a Petition from the Chamber of Commerce, 
as a Body unknown to the Conftitution, 207, 208, — Speech 
on the propofed Adjournment, 355. 

Shannon, for making navigable. Motion concerning the Applica- 
tion of Money for, 57. 

Sheridan, Mr. 268* 
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Silk Mamfaaure, Petition in Favour of, 135. 

SkeffingtOM, Mr. 132. 

Smith J Mr. 53, 217. 

Solicitor General, Mr. 26, 241. 

.Soldiers^ Houghing of. Motion made to prevent, 419. 

Speech of his Excellency, 2. . 

Spinning perpetual, a complete Set of Machinery foE, a Petition 

prefented relative to, 57. 
Stamp-office y Motion concerning, 52. — Dudes to be paid to, 

St. George, Mr. oppofes an Addrefs to Lord Tempip, 16. 

Stewart, Sir Annefley, 213, 294. 

5//^<'W additional to the Lord Lieutenant, moved for, 197.— 

Debates on the Subjedt, 198. — The Motion carried, 202. 
Sudley, Lord, moves for an Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefty, 4, 



Talbot, Richard, petitions the Houfe relative to a Set of Machi* 
nery for perpetual Spinning, brought over from England, 57. 

Temple, Earl, his Anfwer to the Thanks of the Houfe, 59. 

Tillage Laws vindicated, 23. — Petition for the Renewal of, 49. 

Tohaico Bill, Proceedings on the, 272. 

TJer, Mr. Daniel, his Speech on the Portugal Trade, 46, 48. — 
Seconds Mr, Mol)'neux's. Motion for an Augmentation of the 
Lord Lieutenant's Salary, 198. 

Toler, Mr. John, his Speech on the Bill for a Parliamentary Re- 
form, 256. — On the Motion to his Excellency to take proper 
Meafures to prevent a Scarcity of Oats and Barley, 347. 

Tolls and Cufioim, Motion to bring in a Bill for regulating, 192.-^- 
Great Opprcffions in colledting, 193. — Proceedings relative 

to, 27, S9- ^ „ r , 

Trade and ManufaSures, Report from the Committee appointed 

to enquire, into, prefented, 414. 
Trade with Portugal, an Enquiry into the, 48.— Debates on, 

141. 
Treaty between Ireland and America recommended, 27. 

U. 

Uniackf, Mr. moves for the Attendance of the Lord Mayor at the 
Bar of the Houfe, 370. 

United States of America, a commercial Treaty with recommend- 
ed, 27* — A Bill to promote the Intercourfe between Ireland 
and America moved fpr by Mr. Fofter, 29. 
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Walesf Prince of, attaining the Age of 21, an Addrefs of Con- 
gratulation to his Majefty moved for by Mr. Corry, 6.— Again 
moved for by the fame Gentleman, 136, 140, 177. 

H^arburton, Mr. fupports prote^ing Duties^ 147, 

fi^ardy Mr. 144. 

IVarreHf Alderman, 414. 

IVarren, Auguftus, Efq; Proceedings with regard to, 342, 343. 

fVeftbyy Mr. fupports the Bill for a Parliamentary Reform, 257. 
— Is agatnd: the Abfentee Bill, 286. 

Wolfe, Mr, Arthur, 251. 

Wo9llen Manufacture, Motion concerning, and Proceedings rela- 
tive to> II, 30, 50, 140, 141, 148, 

IVork-boiife, Report concerning, 54. 



Tarn Linen, to limit the Exportation of. Proceedings of the Houfe 

relative to, 296, 337, 339. 
TekfertoH, Mr, his Character of the late Lord Chief Baron Bargb, 

19, — See Attorney General. 
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